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PIX PUBLIC IN PRICE WALKOUT 





Show Business in Middle in Coal 
Situation; Boxoffice Due for Chills 


Provisions to mitigate the 

maior coal strike in less than a 
year are going into effect and, as 
with last spring, show business is 


among the first to feel the squeeze. 


Already “volunteer” brownouts 
have dimmed theatre marquees in 
most of the towns in 21 states, while 


Civilian Production Administration 
orders have caused blackout of all 


second ¢="""- 





outdoor advertising and window dis- 
plays in New York and other major 
cities 

Theatre are expected to 
be hit almost immediately, suffering 
the worst at the outset, according to 
Robert Weitman, head of the Para- 


grosses 


mount theatre, N. Y., as the initial | 
shock is felt. Effect will be aug- 
mented, according to theatre mana- 


gers and circuit chiefs, by the fact 
that the strike and consequent power 


curtailment is coming right at the 
Thanksgiving season, when _ bo. 
revenues ordinarily take a jump. 


Lack of bright marquee lure, plus 
cutdown in subway schedules and 
heating are expected to force at- 
tendance down. The huge electric 
(Continued on page 62) 


Bway Facelift To 
Raze 7 Theatres 





| He takes seat 





Criterion theatre on Broadway |} 


is about to pass one of a series | less than $100, 


of changes that will considerably 
revise the ‘Times Square land- 
scape as soon as present building re- 
Strictions are lifted. Two other im- 
portant changes from a film exhibition 
Standpoint are slated for next year: 
erection of a pair of houses by the 
Walter Reade circuit in the Broad- 


. 


Way area and the substitution for the | 


Astor and Victoria of two new thea- 
tres by City Investing Co. 

Lease on the Criterion, owned by 
B. S. Moss and operated in conjunc- 
tion with Loew’s, has expired, it has 
been learned, and the theatre is now 


running on a month-to-month basis. | 
As soon as the building situation per- | 


(Continued on page 63) 


TELE INDUSTRY PRIMED 





FOR DUMONT ‘SURPRISE’ 


DuMont television engineers are 
scheduled to pull a major surprise 


6n the tele industry tonight (Wed- | 
nesday) in Washington by demonr- 
atrating a revolutionary system cf 


video relay that’s expected to open 
Up network television in the imme- 
diate future and save broadcasters 
and station operators millions of 
dollars annually. 

De “~y~s ‘ation will be conducted 
br . Thomas T. Goldsmith, diree- 
tor ‘a engineering for the DuMont 
Labs, before members of the Ameri- 
fan Society of Radio Engineers and | 
the I ederai Communications 
mission. Details of the system are 
being kent under tight wraps until 
its revealed for the first time to- 
Nighy 


| 





Author to Irish Senate 


Dublin, Nov. 26. 
First theatre man to be named 4 
mé@mber of Irish Senate is the Earl | 


of Longford. He was chosen by | 
Prime Minister De Valera. 
The Earl is a noted playwright 


and angel of Longford Productions. 
in the Senate imme- 
Understood the appointment 
will not interrupt his theatre ac- 
tivities, which he shares ‘with his 
playwright wife, Christine. 


Phono Disks Also 
Project Films For 
Use in the Home 


diately, 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Phonograph records that also 


project motion pictures sound like 
a pipe dream, but American Radio- 
graph Corp. is preparing manufac- 
ture of just such an article for mar- 
keting shortly, Patterned after pop- 
ular phonographs, machine will si- 
multaneously play music and project 


| the Astor, 
| of Our 


| policy, 


AO PEK, | 
h od.40 TRY 


HERB GOLDEN 

Clear demonstration that there's a 
definite limit to which admission 
prices can be zoomed before the pub- 
lic balks. came over the weekend at | 
N. Y., playing “Best Years | 
Lives’ (RKO). Hoaise. at the | 
insistence of producer Samuel Gold- | 


Oks 


By 








|wyn, skyrocketed the tap to $2.40, | 
believed highest ever charged any- | 
| 


where for regular seats on a grind 
and found the results so dis- 
appointing fee was dropped back to 
$1.80 Monday (25). 

Business at the $1.80 figure imme- 
diately surged upward, which seems 
to set that as about the top tap that 
can be asked without hitting the 
point of diminishing returns at the 
b.o. Roxy, charging that sum, with 
“Razor's Edge” the attraction, hit 
record-breaking grosses, despite 
daily newspaper reviews that were 
mediocre or worse, while “Years,” 
with notices that were as superb as | 

(Continued on page 30) 


Berle Sharpens His Wits 


On Eversharp’s Morgan 
At Radio Directors Affair 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Radio circles in New York are 








image, either on wall or ceiling. 
Estimated machines will retail for | 
with disk prices | 
scaled comparable to standard wax- | 
ings, 


VaRIET’, machine plays 14-inch 
platter at 40 revolutions per minute, 


requiring only three switches and 
simple locking device in primarily 
plastic box approximately 13 by 15 


(Continued on page 63) 











Com- | 


In an effort to win fairer and more 
laccurate treatment of Negroes in 
films, the National Assn. for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People plans 
the establishment of a 
|} bureau within the near future. Point 
lis to wean producers away from its | 
concept of the Negro as “scared of 
ghosts, addicted to tap dancing, 
banio plucking and the purloining 
of Massa’s gin.” according to Walter 
(Continued on page 55) 











Shoe Shoe Bessie 


| One of Bessie Beatty's spon- 
sors on her WOR, N. Y., com- 
| mentator’s program is Conforma 
Shoes Recently, as result of 
| Miss Beatty's salesmanship, one 


of her listeners bought a pair of 
shoes Being dissatisfied with 
her purchase, customer returned 


the shoes last week. 
But she didn't send them back 
to the store or manufacture 
' She set them back to Miss 


Beatty. 


| Radio 


As demonstrated exclusively to | 


MOVE ANEW TO PORTRAY 
NEGRO SENSIBLY IN PIX 


Hollywood | 


still humming with excitement over 
the “Battle of the Eversharp Boys” 
at the first postwar ball of the N. Y. 
Directors Guild at the Wal- | 
dorf-Astoria, Monday nigh 
The affair started out as an evening 
of jollity intended to relieve the |} 
frayed nerves of several hundred 
radioites, who, faced with the indus- 
try’s first major strike, had just gone 
through the most hectic week in ra- | 
dio annals. | 

Henry Morgan was there as em- | 
cee. So was Milton Berle, doubling 
from between-shows at the Carnival 
nitery for a “guest shot.” For the 
first half-hour it was all Morgan. 
Not the best Morgan—but good Mor- 
gan. Then he brought on Berle. And 
for nearly 45 minutes Berle literally | 


t <5)! 








murdered the crowd. Most of it was | 
his nightly Carnival material, but | Sundav. November 17. 1946 
those off-the-cuff ad_ libs (usually | J? J 
labout his radio floperoo) were com- jalcucsian cecilia _— 
ing thick and fast. He had that up- | fi 
(Continued on page 34) if | ° j r T 
| i Piain Dealer’s Po 
GEORGE WHITE HOPEFUL. By Robert S. Stephan 
(OF RECEIVING PARDON. Radie Editor, Piain Dealer 
This is not a poll by “experts and professional critics.” The 
| George White. now serving a peo ) sents a “People’s choice” in Cleveland, 95 other cities and 
|Coast prison term for the hit-and- | towns Ohio wi a few returns from Missouri, Oklahoma and 
jrun death of a newly married cou- | Penns! a ilere is the way Plain Dealer readers voted b 
| ple, has written friends in the east} a iat 
] ) e ] ne - e ° 
pu at he hopefu of receivin a Semictessical 
| pardo) He reveals he's feeling wel! 
jand is anxious to get back into show | [he st 7 in order of votes 
waasne | || 1—HOUR OF CHARM (ELECTRIC HOUR) 
wee 2S 8S a Se 2—TELEPHONE HOUR 
Santee, Cal, and he describes the jf} 3--FIRESTONE HOUR 
| spot as tee a slog mgr e 8 Mo 4—FAMILY HOUR 
Sul day. but I'd ape’ be ae | 5—FRED WARING 
ee ee eS 6—AMERICAN ALBUM OF FAMILIAR MUSIC 
ee, a ee ee 7—HARVEST OF STARS (JAMES MELTON) | 
froll to finance a fuiltime musical 
Iwhich was h specialty. 7 — SS ™ i 





AFRA Armed Truce Keeps Tiff Hot 
As Nets, Union Try to Avert Strike 





+ An armed truce exists today be- 
tween the American Federation of 
Pseudo- Jimmy Walker Pic | Radio Artists and the four major 
radio networks. 

Hollywood, Nov. 26 ais ne ' - : 
Purchase of “Mayor Harding of | ,. rhe possibility of a Krike the 
New York” yesterday (25) by Bill | first coast-to-coast network tieup in 
Shiffrin and Joe Rivkin indicates a ——s on to have passed. Cot 
| sides have given in on major issues 


current flurry to secure screen rights ‘ : 
: > | which for more than six weeks have 


to life of Jimmy Walker. Novel, by |, id the 1 : B 
Stephen Endicott, was published | : hege ee apart’. = 9 cannes 
several years ago by Mohawk Press, | °"* 38 the situation that both sides 
Plan is to make film as an indie are still alerted. AFRA, particularly, 
venture with Max Nosseck, who di- gr eo ye x ready to say 
rected “Dillinger,” getting the pitch | aries = 
to meg this one, | As late as 6 o’clock last night 
ee (Tuesday), AFRA seemed ready ito 


throw down the gauge and call its 
| picket captains to duty. Yet ihe 
fact that that was not done, and that 


further talks were scheduled for to- 


Justice Dept. Aide 





day, indicated that the peak of the 
“ . strike possibility has passed. Some 
e en S 1X- a 0 network people, in fact, insisted 


that AFRA had been bluffing right 
along and never intended to strike. 
Others said AFRA leaders may have 
planned to strike but missed the boat 
(Continued on page 46) 


| 


In Crime Inquiry 


Washington, Nov. | 
A special film, radio and re 


panel of Attorney General Tom Fla. Hotels Pre 
Clark’s Conference on Juvenile De- 

linquency met here last Phuceder | 

(21) but voted to withhold any for- | . 
mal recommendations on the use of | or ason 
their media to fight teen-age crime | 


until reports of the 15 other Confer- | 





| .¢ - s ilding uno te 

ence panels had been studied. The| Florida hotels are building up to 
media men saw their job, they said, | 42 SRO winter season with a record- 
as “implementing” programs of the | breaking crowd expected to hit the 
Conference rather than suggesting | "esort state. Although the Florida 
| solutions of their own. | season hasn’t officially started yet, 
A visiting rep from the Confer- | 4" average of 7,000 passengers daily 
'ence’s Recreation Committee lashed | is leaving New York for Florida. 


rest 
ae 
” 


| About 3,500 are gotIng by train. 
are flying or motoring. There 
no train reservations until Jar 
and airlines passage is soid out far 


out at radio crime serials aired dur- 
ing teen-age listening hours but was 
promptly squelched by panel chair- 























man Peyton Ford of the Justice Dé- | 
partment, Ford countered his claim , '" advance. 
that “radio and pix = = glamorized Railroad officials plan to add more 
(Continued on page 55) (Continued on page 63) 
= a nena - - 
— 
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Studio Strike’s Enforced Layoffs 
Starting to Chase Stars Into Vaude 


Reports that film studios were try- ¢# 





ing to get their contract players to 

do personal appearance tours dur- | Sports Shorts 

ing the temporary layoff occasioned Reduction in rail transporta- 
by the labot strike, began to bear! tion ordered by Washington will 
fruit in New York this week, albeit) probably not materially affect 
in a small way. Vaude bookers,| attendance to the Army-Navy 
when the strike first broke, had en-| football game in Philadelphia, 
visioned a raft of top mame stars| Saturday (30) for the reason 
hitting stages throughout the coun- that while trains hauled by coal 
ale but that apparently hasn’t yet | burning locomotives have been 
pmegui taken off, those using electricity 


Metro teed off the idea by having 


or Diesels for power are not in- 
Keenan Wynn and Peter Lawford,|  ¢jdedq in the order. Pennsyl- 
both under contract to the company,| yania line. which is electrified 
appear on the stages of nine Loew's! = f;om Boston to Washington, will 
theatres in Greater N.Y. last (Tues-|  jikely proceed with its scheduled 
day) night and tonight. Last night's special trains to the game. 
stint included a special guest shot at Pennsy has arranged for 41 
Loew's State on Broadway Duo trains from N. Y. and Jersey 
worked up a_= special 15-minute points plus 18 from the District 
comedy routine for the stage of Columbia and Maryland, all 
Lon McCallister dittoed the p.a going directly to the stadium in 
four by appearing at eight Loew's south Philly It's possible that 
abe houses on Monday (25) and the Baltimore and Ohio which 
lust ght. McCallister isn’t under| seg eoal will use the P.R.R 
contract to Metro but is taking ad-j track to the game, if such trains 
vantage of the stage work to plug; are not under the ban. Each 
his first postwar film, “The Red/ train averages 800 passengers, 
House,” Sol Lesser production which capacity of the stadium approxi- 
will be released by United Artists mately 110,000. 
Pic _ play the Loew's a sa Guy Lombardo’s now-famous 
a usual subsequent run basis 


racing boat in which he won 
the International Gold Cup will 
be displayed at Hearn’s depart- 
ment store, New York, for the 
month of December and part of 
January. 





Toscy Ends NBC Series 
Dec. 8, Thence to Italy 








Arturo Toscanini, who finishes his | 
eurrent NBC Symphony series Dec. | P - 
8. will leave for Italy Dec. 10 or 12 Eddie and Ida Get 104G 
, . eeetra i . . . ) 
The vet maestro is to conduct the | Tax Refunds From Govt. 
opera “Otello” at La Scala Opera | a 
House in Milan as a gesture towards | Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
opening the opera season there. | Eddie Cantor and his wife, Ida, 
This will be the only work Tosca-| were handed a total of $104,039.72 
nini conducts in Italy, doing five per- | by the Internal Revenue Bureau as 


formances of it in about three weeks, | ; 
starting Dec, 26. He has picked his | 4 refund for overpayment on their 
entire cast, with Ramon Pray. Met | 1945 


income taxes. 


tenor, going abroad to sing the lead.| Cantor draws $52.280.13 and Mrs. 
Report that Benlamino Gigli would | Cantor $51.759.59. 

sing under Toscanini’s baton is} REESE ee ae 

erroneous, according to Walter} 

Toscanini, the maestro’s son and 


‘Columbo’ Biog for Pix 


spokesman. He also pointed out that Nov. 26. 


Hollywood, 
the maestro was a guest conductor at e 





La Scala. not the artistic director.| Danny Winkler and Jack Beekman 
Latter is Tullio Serafin, onetime | acquired screen rights to “The Life 
Metopera conductor, who may have| °f Russ C olumbo,” based on the 
invited Gigli, once accused of Fascist | Career of the singer who died on 
leanings, to sing at La Scala, but! t! > threshold of success. 

certainly not under Toscanini’s di-| Story, authored by Aben Kandel, 
rection. vill be peddied among major studios 
FOOTBALL 





| 
Wismer’s Choices: Army, Penn, 


ND, Tex, Ga. Tech to Upset Ga. 


By Harry Wismer ——- 














232nd WEEK! 





| 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1946” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“Th 


show.” 


be back again. A great 


MICKEY ROONEY. 








Lucienne Boyer Set 


| friend, 
| York 


At Cafe Society Uptown 
For Feb. Date at 236 


Lucienne Boyer, French chanteuse, 
has been booked on her first post- 
war American date at Cafe Society 
Uptown, N. Y., starting in February, 
at $2,500 weekly. Booking also marks 
departure for the Barney Josephson 
spot, inasmuch as its the first time 
that it will go in for already estab- 
lished names. In the past Josephson 
has preferred to build headliners 
through repeated engagements at 
his spots. Current business decline 
is responsible for this change of 
policy. 

Chanteuse played several dates 
in this country pre-war, and until 
recently played the Rio de Janeire 
casinos. Mile. Boyer, before return- 
ing to France from a protracted stay 
in South America, had leased a 
small room at the Casino Atlantico, 
and had apeeieen her own boite. 


Cantor-Jessel’s Radic 
Salute to Jimmy Walker 


Hollywood, Nov. 26 

Eddie Cantor and George Jessel, 
who were blocked from attending 
the funeral of their close personal 

James J. Walker, in New 
last Thursday (21) through a 
combination of circumstances, paid 
their last respects to the deceased 
on a program aired over KFB, 
Hollywood, vesterday (26). Ap- 
pearing with them on the broadcast 
were a priest, a minister and a rabbi 
who performed the religious invoca- 
tion. Transcriptions of the broad- 
cast are being shipped east for free 
use by ‘indie stations. 














Jessel, who was known to have 
(Director of Sports and Commentator for ABC Network) had a pact with Walker which pro- 
, , rj he living member to 
COLLEGE perce gg <4 
, — speak at the other’s bier, was pre- 
GAMES (THANKSGIVING, NOV. 28) — vented from fulfilling the agreement 
Sen a WINNERS ODDS by the canons of St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
Col ~ owe... pw eis she Sea ea edi Ll. yenn Oe SES SESS ES SSS 2-1 dral, which forbid personal speeches 
aeons cs = rook er ee eee ee eee rer = Colgate eas - 8-5 | trom the altar. and by family con- 
stonene tien 455s Sena aia dante Fane 6-5 | siderations. In his radio tribute, 
ne oe ee OO eae . 9-5 Jessel said, “Among those who 
pe ee ere ee . Arkansas .... 5-6 ‘ mn . ten t th 
Penn State-Miami (Fri. nite) . Penn State ti ae co a. ae 
Spe ts seereeesee OO) last rites, but were prevented be- 
(SATURDAY, NOV. 30) cause of time, distance and the ele- 
DL PLETE TOT eT Pe Army a 5-1] | ments, are Eddie Cantor and myself. 
DOC TNIGIIN. os, h sis Sa ahanhccedioanecstend Notre Dame .... . 3-1 | It is fitting indeed that I speak for 
Boston College-Holy Cross ................ ..Boston College . 2-1| Jim’s many friends and myself, for 
Mich. State-Wash. State ................ .Mich. State . 6-5 | geography gave me the privilege of 
BMOR,. HORNA GID oon onic cccc-s ccsvenesanedecs See, TED nnn ccccnc 7-5 | being closer to Jim than any of my 
Ps oo rr ee Florida .. 6-5 | contemporaries or anyone in my 
an accotsrcas seiioviccet cotton Rice ..... sss +++-.13+5 | business—the amusement business.” 
aetga Severin Perr re eee ore —e ZOCN .a..cs.. FG | Jessel continued by saying that 
Sa ae a ee S. BG. Saaad 4.8 inka se 6. ae | “this night in November finds Holly- 
hg — State- “Maryland iaiad eae a N Me, MOMOR 4.6 s . 2-1 | wood with a moon hiding itself for 
ebraska SE Cy eee ee rrr UCLA ..... i 4-1| sorrow and finds New York with 
relay eee re eE Te eee EC North Carolina .. 2-1] falling leaves on Central Park and 
Cla. MecM~ ANOMA .....6---- ee eee eee . Okla. os .13-5 | falling tears on Broadway. William 
bgp lag er eer rer ee ia ere .. 2-1 | Morris—George M. Cohan—Jimmy 
eT LRT Leet TR PORE E RCP CEE eee eee hs 2d eine dae . Even Walker. All have gone fro: the 
PORTCRBCE- VAMGOTUNNS 65 ove ccc cide sce caesvcsnes Tennessee . 2-1) roaring forties. All F ia aude aaale 
San Francisco-St. Mary’s (Sun.)................ St. Mary’s ....... 3-1 | exit in November, leaving the “big 
‘Gaines are played Saturday afternoon, unless otherwise stated.) street” as sad as they so often made 
, oe it happy. Thus does our moment of 
PROFESSIONAL tribute end, but only for a moment. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE , 

GAMES WINNERS opps Talk Walker Memorial 
Boston Yanks-Detroit Lions (Thurs. morn.) | ee 5 | Erection of a memorial to Jimmy 
ee eee Bears iz 7 | Walker to be underwritten by show 
Green Bay-Wash. Redskins ieee Redskins _ 9.1 | business and the sports world is cur- 
L. A. Rams-N. Y. EE PEs Rams . 5-9 rently being mulled by prominent 
Pitt Steelers-Philly Eagles . . Eagles 5-7 | figures in both fields. Site of the 


ALL-AMERICAN - CONFERENC E 


GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
N. Y. Yankees-Brooklyn Dodgers (Thurs.)...... Yankees ............. 
€hi Rockets-San Francisco ‘Sat.)............... 8 ee 9-5 
Ee ee ear . 2-1 
Cleveland-Miami (Mon. nite) .... ..... . Browns ....... 


Boxscore: Won 237: Lost 90: Ties 15: Pet. 
(Ties don't count) 


| structure would be Walker's 
haunt—Times Square, N. Y. 


According to the plans, sufficient 


favorite 


2-1 funds and City Hall approval could 


| easily be arranged. Completion of 
the project would be the first perma- 


. 5-1 | nent tribute to a friend of show busi- 


ness ever erected in the amusement 


| capital of the world. 














| equine accessory. 





———_____ 











Well, tomorrow's Thanksgiving . 


mother watches from the “wing”. I 


The Berle-ing Point 


By Milton Berle 


.when I get the “closing spot” 


= 








—— 


and my 
always thought Thanksgi, Ing should 


be two holidays...Nov. 28 for Thanks...and Dee. 25 for “giving.” ‘That's 
when my family gets the gravy) Which reminds me, this year re 
showing our turkey two reels of a Bette Davis picture so it'll break | ~ 
tears and provide its own gravy...Understand there'll be the sual 
Thanksgiving Day radio program W. C. Fields will provide a nation i, e 
hiccup. Don't think it'll be too difficult to get food for the table Broad. 
way’s the easiest street in the country to get the bird In fact, 1 know 
where I can get all the turkeys I want Cain’s Warehouse. 
The Great Wit Way 

Understand so many fighters are going into show business Roth & 
Sproul are selling material in front of Stillman’s Gym. 

Know a Broadway character who's divorcing his wife because o! nfie 
delity seems he walked into the bathroom and found Kilroy was there, 

Dialog at Hayden's Planetarium: “That's Pluto, the dog star.” “Hi 
can’t understand why M-G-M hasn't signed it up.” 

Just found out why there's a soap shortage after every naughty word 


B. S. Pully has to wash his mouth out with it. 


Got the surprise of my life the 
commercial. 


Know a guy who's so dumb someone told him he had five o'clock sha 


othe: 


day... heard a tra: cribed talking 


aOow 
’ 
so he spent two hours watching “The Razor's Edge.” 
Radio remark: You took the ad-libs right out of my script. 
No Truth To the Rumor 
That the only song the press agents at Hanson's sing is “Rumors Are 
Flying”...That Baer and Rosenbloom will fight a 15-round match to deter- 
mine who's the straight man. .That major studios are now staging sneak 


previews of reissues...That when 


he screen, 


“The Iceman Cometh” 
the entire action will take place in a Kelvinator.. 


is transferred to 
That the 


Sixth avenue subway now stops at 42d street, 50th street and the Playgoers 


club. 
Hangnail 
Bette Davis: 
Blair’s Lair. 
Horror-scope. 


Warnerful 


Observation 


We're slowly getting back to normal. 


atre seats again. (Blood orange yet.) 


Understand the Keystone Kops are making one more comedy.. 


it'll be called “Custard’s Last Stand.” 
There seems to be a growing trend 


.Anna Sosenko: Hilde’s-guard 
.Russian private detective: 


Descriptions 


The Carnival: 


Shamus-sar.. Karloff's forecast: 


Department 
I'm finding gum under the the- 
guess 


toward using guest stars ..even the 


Milky Way looks different every night. 


Martinique monolog: He's 
make an “X.”’ 
The other day Sidney Greenstreet 


turned out to be the rest of him. 


. 


Understand Jackie Miles, Lenny Kent, 
collaborating on a book about the start of their 


“The Borscht Years of Our Lives.” 
First actress: 


Second actress: I don't doubt it. 


so dumb he has to have a rubber 


stamp to 
thought he was being followed _ it 


Jan Murray and Red Buttons are 
careers...they ll call it, 


I know all about the landing of the Pilgrims. 
Which one did you land? 





Banjoist F 








DEAR ASHTON (writes the too- 
long silent banjoist who landlords it 
over Allen’s Alley): 

I was greatly surprised to note in 
a recent column that you and Mi 
Gene Fowler had accused me jointly 
of deserting you both. For good 
measure you hinted that I have 
abandoned the cause of the banjo. 


Nothing could be farther from the | 
truth. The reason you and Mr. Fow- 
ler have not heard from me is be- 
cause I have been working in secret, 
attempting to modernize the banjo. 
Since the banjo was invented it has 
had a neck. In my estimation, this 
name ill-fits the strip of wood that 
is attached to the banjo head. 

No neck was ever so long as the 
neck on the old-style banjo. No neck 
was ever covered with frets. The 
average banjo neck is nearer the 
length of a leg. I have been experi- 





menting with various legs on my 
banjo. 
Horse Leg Neck | 


I first removed the neck from my 
banjo and replaced it with the leg 
of a horse. After I had strung the 
horse's leg, I found that my banjo 
had a deep, resonant tone, but when 
I played in public the audience, see- 
ing me adjacent to the horse leg, 
could not refrain from excerising its 
wit and referring to me as auother | 


Then, when I had finished playing, 
I never could get the banjo back 
into the case neatly. The horse leg 
always stuck out a foot or more, and 
strangers passing me on the street. 
and seeing a hoof and horseshoe pro- 
jecting from my banjo case, thought 
I was working for Spike Jones. 

When the horse leg proved imprac- 
tical, I tried a goat leg, a ram leg, 
a bear leg (for my tenor banjo), and 
a gnu leg. Finally, my problem was 
solved. One day a taxidermist friénd 
of mine gave me an old gazelle leg. 

It works wonderfully. The gazelle 
has no calf in its leg to bag my banjo 
strings, and the short gazelle hair 
just comes to the edge of the strings. 
Strumming my banjo now is a pleas- 
ant experience. It is not unlike strok- 
ing a pampas. As I play there is a 
gentle rustle under the music, a 
sound you only hear when a flute 





Letter to Stevens From 


By ASHTON STEVENS 


red Allen 








, player blows gently through a silky 


mustacho. 


Exclusive Banjo 

You and Brother Fowler can 
rate me: for alleged disloyalty. 
my piddling way happy in the 
thought that after a hundred vears 
I have done something about the 


be- 
I go 


' banjo neck. 


I have the only gazelle leg banjo 
in the world today. 

If you and “Tom-Tom” Fowler do 
not watch your slanderous asides you 


will never get to play my _ instru- 
ment. You will never know the ec- 
stasy experienced when a_ gazelle 


leg is strummed and the downy ga- 
zelle hair wafts through your hang- 
nails. 

FRED ALLEN. 


| Hardly Abrupt 


True, I had publicly addressed Mr. 
Fowler: “I'm not a threatening man 


| Gene, but if Fred doesn’t come across 
| p. d. q. and does go back to the thea- 


ter, we shall see!” But I don't believe 
that his earnest letter was wholly in- 
spired by fear of my typewriter and 
the writing weapons of my cronies 
of New York’s Democratic Critic 
Circle. 

Mr. Allen did not break his 
silence too abruptly. He 
couple of friendly approaches &s 
early as last Sunday night on his 
radio programs. On his regular tea- 
bag and butterette show there was 
a banjo ringing loud and clear in the 
too infrequent comic-reliefs by the 
orchestra. In his U. S. Steel-financed 
exhibition of how Monty Woolley, 
Clifton Webb and the late Alexander 
Woollcott should have acted Aleck 
in “The Man Who Came to Dinner, 
he did not call a certain subsidiary 
character by the name of Guitar. oF 
even Mandolin. Fred called him 
(with a big capital B) Banjo. 

And all this time he could have 
had, and justly, other things on Nis 
mind—meaning narrow-minded ra- 
dio executives and jealous rival ad- 
vertising agents, which gentry had 
been trying to give his scripts and 
impromtues the blue-penicillin eal- 
ment. 

Anyhow, Fred Allen's Peabody rat- 
ing is now as high as his Hoope!, 
and I congratulate ourselves 


long 


made @ 


(From Chicago Herald-American.) 
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Enterprise Accepts 


UA’s 25%, Terms | 


For U.S. Release; Loew's Int'l Abroad 


Domestic releasing pact for Enter- % 


prise product approved by United 
Artists’ directorate Mond 3) 
for six pictures and calls for stand 
ard 25% distribution fee UA Is now 
getting from the majority « indie 
filmmakers releasing through it. No 
time limit is set for delivery of the 
films, but there is an understanding 
that 1 nal D€ wilt ¢ Ca 
There ire no.  optio or other 
clauses providing for continuity ol 
the contract, the agreement being 
that UA’s handling of.the half-dozen 
pix will be a probationary arrange- 
ment or both sides 
Meantime, a statement from Enter 
owners Charles Einfeld and 


te 
avid Loew on the Coast that 
UA deal had not yet been approved 


tne 


by them and will be considered by 
the unit's board along with three 
other proffered deals was discounted 


in trade circles 


doubt that UA 


There appeared no 


would handle the six 


films in the U. S. and Canada. while | 
Loew’s International would handle 
them abroad. Paul Lazarus, Jr., | 


| 
UA’s publicity-advertising head, goes 
to the Coast from New York Friday | 
(29) to participate in ‘eed Me 
announcement of the deal and to | 
begin preparation of campaigns on 
the films. 

Division of domestic and foreign 
distribution is a new wrinkle in a 
major deal such as this. It resulted 
at least partially from the fact that 
Arthur M. Loew, prexy of Loew’s 
International, is a twin brother of 
David Loew and there’s naturally a 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Morros-LeBaron Set 
Victor Herbert’s ‘Babes 
In Toyland’ as Next Pic 


With two years of negotiation with 
the Victor Herbert estate culminating | 
Jast week in the inking of a contract, 
Boris Morros-William LeBaron unit, 
Federal Films, has put down “Babes | 
in Toyland” as next production on its | 
schedule Unlike “Carnegie Hall,” 
which was shot in New York, | 
“Babes” will be made in Hollywood | 
because it will be in Technicolor. 

Pact with the Herbert interests is 
for a flat sum, not a percentage. | 
Herbert’s son, John, of New Orleans, 
and daughter, Ella Bartlett, of N. Y., 
signed on behalf of the estate. Con- 
tract gives Morros and LeBaron 
rights to use the music from the 
operetta, written in 1909, in any form 
they choose and to add to it what- 
ever music they desire. 

Operetta’s libretto is being tossed 


a 


| 
| 


out in favor of a story idea by Mor- | 


ros which will be developed by Le- 
Baron when he finishgs dubbing on 
the Coast on Acer Hall.” Latter 
is expected to be ready for preview- 
ing early in January and for release 
next Easter. “Babes” goes before 
the cameras in May or June. It will 
use puppet sequences in at least two 
reels. ; 

Morros, who leaves for the Coast 
tomorrow (Thursday), plans a per- 
sonal sales tour in the spring of cir- 
cuit operators and indie exhibs to 
date “Carnegie,” working in con- 
junction with United Artists, the dis- 
tribs. He did a similar sales job on 
“Second Chorus” in 1940 for Par- 
amount. 

“Carmen from Kenosha.” which 
was to have been Federals’ next pic, 
has been pushed back to the end of 
mext year, but will be made in New 
York, Morros said. He disclosed 
final budget on “Carnegie” ran $1,- 
700,000 about $200,000 above original 
estimates. Part of the excess was 
due io bands and artists added v’hile 
the pic in production, while $25.- 
000 of it resulted from the neces- 
sity of moving all equipment from 
Carnegie Hall, where the pic was 
shot, seven times to accommodate 
previously booked concerts. Coin 
was provided by Irving Trust. N. Y.. 
and Pacific Finance Co., Los Angeles. 


Distaff Copper Yarn 
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All This and Popcorn Too 


Omaha, Nov. 26. 

Here lat NMappenea to Manage! 
Ted Emerson of the Orpheum thea 
tre within two days 

Artie Dann, star of his stage show 
suffered a hemorr! r and as 
rushed hospital His wife will 
take him home to Jacksonville, Fla 
to recuperate before opening in New 
York 

Otto Schneidewind, top stagehand 
rushed to hospital and leg ainpu- 
tated 

Dan Howland, another stagehand, 


| taken to the hospital. 


Emerson's daughter taken to hos- 
pital tor emergency appendectomy. 
On top of all this, theatre's pop- 


corn machine jammed 


Friendly Enemies 

Producer-director team _ that 
combined forces to win the 1942 
Academy award for Metro's 
“Mrs. Miniver” may be bucking 
each other for top honors this 
year. 

Sidney Franklin produced 
*“Miniver,” for which he received 
t special Irving Thalberg cita- 

His latest film, “Yearling,” 
contender for 1946 
William Wyler, who 
“Miniver” Franklin 
Goldwyn’'s 
Lives.”’ 
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Korda, Who Owns ‘Cyrano’ 
Film Rights, Will Make 


It With Olivier, Not U-I 


Sir Alexander Korda, 
versal] - International, 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac,” 


not Uni- 
will film 
a spokesman 


for Korda said this week in answer 
to recent statements in London and 
| New York by Bob Goldstein, U-I’s 


| eastern studio rep, that his company 


Selmick’s UA 


| 


} 


} 


Quster Slows | 


Down to a Walk 


| 
Much-heralded boot which United | 
Artists owners Charles Chaplin and} 
Mary Pickford aimed at partner Da- 


| vid O. Selznick a couple weeks ago 


may turn into nothing more than a| 
gentle tap. UA management, as well 
as a number of reps of Chaplin and 
Miss Pickford on the board, are far 
from seeing eye-to-eye with the two 
owners on the desirability of ousting 
the company’s prime producer 
prestige product 

Discussion of the Chaplin-Pickford 
plan to give DOS the heave-ho, take 
the stock promised him. and 
refuse to accept his pix for release, 
is slated to come up at the directors’ 
meeting Friday (29). Selznick’s dis- 
tribution chief and rep on the board. 


of 


Neil Agnew, endeavored to get the | 
matter on the agenda of Monday's | 
(25) board huddle. but directorate | 


preferred to get the Enterprise deal | 
out of the way first. 
Edward C. Raftery, UA prez, and 
(Continued on page 30) 


STURGES TALKING | 
DEAL WITH GOLDWYN 


| 
| 





Preston Sturges admitted before | 
the Coast | 


leaving New York for 
Monday (25) that he had a number 
of talks with Samuel Goldwyn dur- 
ing his stay in the east regarding 
his joining Goldwyn Productions as 
head of a unit. Deal not closed, 
however, he said, and he will talk 
with other companies on the Coast 
before making up his mind on a 
future association. It had been 
ported in New York that the Gold- 
wyn deal was virtually a certainty, 
although Sturges has also been re- 
ported talking with 20th Fox and 
Paramount, his old studio. 


Sturges is aiming for a pact which 
would allow him to work six months 
a year and be free the other six 
months to produce abroad or work 


Is 


was agreeable to such a plan, as 
were others with whom he has 
spoken since he split with Howard 
Hughes recently. 


Hughes is reported. incidentally, 
planning to dissolve’ California 
Pictures, the company which he 


established with Sturges, who re- 
tains a 49% stock interest. Sturges 
said he had heard of the reported 
dissolution, but has received no 
official word yet. He stated he had 
no fear that, should the company be 
dissolved, a plan could not be 
worked out to protect his interest 
in California’s two films, “Sin of 
Harold Diddlebock,” now finished, 
and “Vendetta,” currently in pro- 


| duction. They will be distributed by 


United Artists. 











Bought for Indie Film 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. | 

Exploits of Mary Sullivan, forme: 
New York police lieutenant, will be 
filmed by United Screen Associates 
under the title “My Double Life.” 
Adventures have been heard on the | 
air over ABC as “Policewoman.” 

Series of films will be shot on lo- 
eation in New York and in foreign 
countries, under general supervision 
of Hesse J. Goldburg. 


Dassin, Metro Part 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 


Metro and Jules Dassin parted 
company, with the former Parisian 
director checking off the lot after 


five years under contract. 
Dassin’s last chore on the Culver 
City lot was “Two Smart People,” 


| Kanin 


on other projects. He said Goldwyn | 


would make the Rostand classic with 
Laurence Olivier starred. Korda 
owns all rights, except those in the 
U. S., where it is in public domain, 
to the original version of “Cyrano,” 

Korda is in 


now Hollywood 


making arrangements for production | 


of a film there next spring, which 
may be “Cyrano,” said Morris 
Helprin, Korda’s American topper. 
Producer has also had confabs with 
Garson Kanin during the past few 
weeks looking toward possibility of 
his directing “Cyrano.” Kanin and 
his brother, Michael, recently or- 
ganized a production unit which will 
operate under the U-I banner, but 
the “Cyrano” deal will be outside 
of that, since the U-I arrangement 
is non-exclusive. 

According to Goldstein 
coming to this country to make 
“Cyrano,” probably with the new 
unit. Helprin declared that 
it is perfectly possible Olivier will 
make a picture for U-I via his 
a-year commitment to J 
Rank, with whom U-I is affiliated, 
but that “Cyrano” would be 
for Korda under contractual 
ment allowing Olivier 
tures 

“Cyrano” been talked of for 
a remake ever since it was originally 
filmed in 1925 by Atlas. It be- 
come particularly hot Jose 
Ferrer’s current Broadway  pro- 
duction reached hit proportions. 
Edmond Rostand wrote the play in 
1897 and a version of it was 
by Brian Hooker around 1924. 


Olivier 


is 


Arthur 


outside 
} > 
nas 


has 
since 


in this country. It is controlled by 
Walter Hampden, who starred in the 
“Cyrano” role. 


SELZNICK PLANS ‘TESS’ 
AND ‘BERNHARDT’ IN ’47 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
David O. Selznick announced pro- 
duction plans for two films, “Tess 





| of D'Urbervilles” and “Sarah Bern- 
re- 


hardt,” during 1947 with possibly 
Greta Garbo in the latter film 
budgeted at $5,000,000. “Tess,” which 
will be produced by Allan Scott, 


who created the new screenplay, 
is slated for Technicolor and on 
Similar scale to “Duel in the Sun,” 


James Mason is getting 
from Selznick for “Tess” 
was last filmed by Metro 
with Blanche Sweet and 
Nagel. 


a pitch 
which 
in 1924 


Conrad 
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Film Days in U.S, 


By HARRY REGENSBERG 


Recounting Early 





London, Noy. 2] 
Garson Salutes AP Hungaria restaurant | went al 
ot a veteran at the luncheon thrown py 
; Hollywood, Nov Adolph Zukor on Nov. 20 for th 
Greer Garson heads the list of | Cjnema Veterans. Before depari e 
performers appearing at the Asso- | fo, Europe, Zukor expressed a . 
ciated Press managing editors con-} sire to entertain these AKs 7 “ee 
. cr st ‘ : , _ 5, In order 
vention show Friday (29) at the ito discuss the film industry fy, ~ 
Biltmore Bowl. Miss Garson will pioneer days. This was Zuko ze 
Salute conventioneers and wives in ciprocal treat to the C.V fo ; 
event sponsored by Assn. of Motio1 ng entertained him whe iis 
in} , no y 
Picture Producers and the Society of in 1937 to celebrate Paran : ' — 
la > : Yin 2 > se " t ; . al ar; oun ice 
Independent Motion Picture Produ- | j);e¢ Silver Jubilee 
cers. | Among those pres . 
J . d : sent were Ceci] 
_ Jack Benny, George er and Hepworth, British daddy of the in. 
bia an ine’ Wiabiee ogra | dustry, and W. G. Barker, 87-vear. 
vaude act, “Goidie, Fields and Giid. | , eet 
Benny also will share emcee spot joe head of Barker Motion Pho- 
with Hs H spe . “Kr | tography. Latter formerly was head 
vi ope. 


of Ealing Studios, some 50 vears ago, 


include | inti) he sold out 


Others on program will 


; to a company 
, . “Ca “har Carthy pany 
Edgar Bergen and Z ao er ee A formed by Michael Balcon 
Red Skelton, Judy Garland, ick | Also attending were Col. Brom. 
Haymes, Jimmy Durante and Vi! 


head, original owner of 


Gaumont 


ginia O'Brien. 


| Films with his brother Reginald. ti}] 

ee ee ee jabsorbed. by Gaumont - British; 

Major Gale, in film biz since 190] 

A d Dr o jand for last 31 years partner in 
Ca ops ars |Hyams Bros. and C. W. Perry, 
owner of New Hopes Hall cinema, 

|} Liverpool and first to book vaude- 


ville in picture theatres 
E. Tassie, cameraman 50 years ago 


On Provision For i Universal News, and Joe Skit- 


bi e jtrell, cameraman since 1900, who 
LA. Exhibition 


| started the Olympic Laboratories in 
| 1913, of which he was managing 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. | 
Picture Arts | 


director for years, headed the 
and Sciences has changed its rules | 





reel contingent. 


; George Curry, manager for New 
Academy of Motion a 


(Continued on page 32) 


on the Oscar Derby to permit pos- | 


o . 

sible entries which have been de- | Cost-of-Living Wage 
layed by labor difficulties. Under | a . 
the new provisions a picture can Boosts Being Studied 
become eligible to the Academy 
award by seven showings in the} K Se 1 Fil ( 
Los Angeles area. These showings | y vera Lim 0S. 
may be held in halls, theatres or} Action in recent weeks by many 
studio projection rooms and need | pig oi] corporations in voting extra 
not be exhibited commercially pay or upped cost-of-living bonuses 

Previous rule was that an Oscar | is being studied by several film com- 
candidate must be shown com-| panies as a possible means of equal- 
mercially in Los Angeles for at}/izing increased living costs without 
least one week before Jan. i. One| committing themselves to. blanket 
picture that may profit by the | raises for all employees. Understood 


change is David O. Selznick’s “Duel 
in the Sun,” printing of which has 
been held back by the strike 
Technicolor. 

With 1946 drawing to a close, stu- 
dios are rushing to finish their top 


that picture officials will bear in 
mind the attitude of the oil compa- 
;nies on union employees, since they 
| ave bonuses to all excepting those 
covered by union contract, since this 
group already had wage pacts 

| In most cases, oil worker salaries 


at 


to get in under the wire in the | were boosted 10 to 15% for the spec- 
Academy Award race. Metro an-| ified months, subject to income and 
nounced last week it would road- | social security taxes. The extra wage 


show “Yearling” at the Carthay Cir- 
cle, Los Angeles, before the end of 
the year, and Frank Capra's “Lib- | 
erty Films announced this week that | 
its first effort, “It’s a Wonderful 
Life,” would have a pre-release L. A. 
booking starting Christmas Day at 
the Pantages and Hillstreet theatres. 

“Yearling” booking will be the 
only one in the country before the 
end of the year, according to Metro 
homeffice execs, with the film’s na- 
tional release date not yet set. Pic 
will get straight booking in its gen- 
eral release runs, despite the prob- 
ability that the court will okay the 
Government's recommendation _ to 
allow each of the majors to road- 
show one film a year. Decision to 
roadshow “Yearling” in its pre-re- 
lease run was made to give the film 


(Continued on page 32) 


was voted for only one month by a 
number of companies, while in 
others the cost-of-living bonus was 
for several months. A few made a 
provision that every quarter the ad- 
visability and necessity of continuing 
the extras would be taken up. All 
the extra coin was voted by man- 
agements after checking on views of 
workers. 

Most unusual of all the actions, in- 
cluding the bonuses voted by several 
Standard Oil companies, was that of 
Sinclair Oil. This called for a one- 
year pact between employer and 
worker , being geared to U. S. Labor 
Department cost of living index. It's 
apparent that there has been no basic 
and reliable info on the advance in 
cost of living until the last few 
weeks, or since price controls were 
lifted. 

Although the cost-of-living allow- 





Larry Adler 


John Brownley 
Joan Crawford 
Gtoria DeHaven 
Howard Dietz 
Sidney Franklin 
Joseph Friedman 
Jody Gilbert 
Edmund Gwenn 
Henry Henigson 


Robert 


Jean Pierre Aumont 
Nate Blumberg 
Barney Gerard 
Henry Ginsberg 


Paul 


Jean Birkhahn 
Grad Sears 





produced by Ralph Wheelock. He 
may return to Paris, where directors 
with Hollywood experience are in 
demand. 


Ma..eleine Carroll Eric Johnston Gerald Movius Ed Brophy, and “Dat line,” whi : 
Teddy Carr Deborah Kerr Pat O'Brien will have Melvyn Douglas in 
Daisy Daix James Mason Joyce O'Hara 


Ian Hunter 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Henry Herbel 


Richard Arlen Alfred Katz Charles Reagan Standard Oil of New Jersey at that 
Larry Barnet Sam Kress Hubbell Robinson time made two series of cost-of-liv- 
Lionel Brandt Jack Lambert Nicholas M. Schenck ing disbursements, each of 10‘ 


Burt Lancaster 
Charles Laughton 
Walter Lurie 

Tony Martin 

Joe McConville 
Edwin “Buddy” Mortis 
Charles C. 
Newman 
John Payne 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Dorothy Gish 
Marty Gosch 
Lazarus 


N. Y. to Europe 


Jack Warner 


Europe to N. Y. 


Gerald Mayer 





ance in business seems a new thing 
to many, it really dates back to 
shortly after World War I, when !)- 


Breck Pemberton ‘lation was more serious than now. 


Al Schiller 

A. W. Schwalberg 
George Seaton 
Robert Sisk 
Spyros Skouras 
Paul Small 
George A. Smith 
Nate Spingold 
Linn Unhefer 


When living costs went back to nor 
mal these were rescinded. . 
One New York bank, the Industrial 
Bank of Commerce of N. Y., already 
has taken action to help employees 
voting full month’s salary as yeél 
end bonus and boosting salaries by 
equivalent of a month's pay to all 
workers in categories up to $4.00 
annually, This is effective Jan. }. 


Moskowitz 





Gosch at Columbia 

Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Martin Gosch has started Monday 
(25) as producer for Columbia. Un- 
til last year he had been with Metro. 
Gosch, former radio product " 
came in from New York Saturdé) 
‘23), where he had been negotiating 
with General Artists Corp. for place” 
ment of two air shows, “Amazin 
Mr. Smith,” with Allan Joslyn 3 


Borrah Minevitch 
Maria Montez 
Donald Nelson 





Lou Wilson 


go on aid 


lead. Latter drama may 








Lou Walters 


| Mutual net as a sustainer. 
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With With Fewer Pix Required, Schenck 


Orders M-G Cut Overhead Sharply ALBEIT 


be- # 


Following a week’s huddles 
tween top Metro homeoffice and stu- | 
dio execs on the Coast, still further | 
in the studio’s operating 


economies 

budget have been ordered by Metro 
prexy Nicholas M. Schenck, it has 
been. learned. Some reports quote 
Schenck as demanding the studio 
cut down as much as $200,000 a 
week, Ol $10,000,000 for the year, 
part ol which would be absorbed 





by a slice in the number of films 
produced next year. 


Meeting with production execs 
Louis B. Mayer and Sam Katz, | 
treasurer Charles C. Moskowitz and 

ad-pul bli city veepee Howard Dietz, | 


Schenck pointed out that the num- | 
ber of top pictures that can be ab- | 
sorbed by the market today is much 
less than in recent years. Since 
Metro presently has 31 pix already 
in the cans and ready for release, it 
was agreed to produce not more 
than 24 new features in 1947, unless 
a change in existing conditions re- 


| 
| 
| 


quires 

Next year’s production slate, con- 
sequently, is seven less than the | 
1946 roster, when 31 pix were pro- 
duced. Of these, 29 will probably 
have reached general release by 


Dec. 31, as compared to 31 released | 
in 1945. Metro toppers also ad- | 
mitted the retrenchment would | 
mean the paring of studio person- | 
nel. Trimming all along the line 
has already started in the publicity 
department and in the writers’ di- | 
vision, where several have been 
dropped with more slated to go. 
Recurrent squabbles between 
Mayer and Katz over production ac- 
tivities also cropped up again dur- 
ing the huddles, it was reported 
In line with this, it is learned that | 
Katz's old contract, now expired, 
gave him the option to leave Metro 
at any time that Mayer's contract 
terminated. New pact voted to Katz | 
by stockholders last Jan. 1 cancelled 
that option, meaning that regardless 
of how long Mayer stays with the 
company, Kgtz is under contract un- 
til March 1, 1947. 
Schenck, meanwhile, 
the homeoffice Monday 
Moskowitz is slated to remain on | 
the Coast several more days to 
handle some business in connection 
with the new Harry Warren music 
publishing firm, of which he is 
prexy. Dietz is also staying on 
for further huddles with Howard 
Strickling, studio publicity chief, 
and publicity director Herb Crooker. 


NABE HOUSE OPERATION 
HELD KEY TO FUTURE 


When theatre building resumes. 
A. J. Balaban has in mind to be- 
come a deluxe neighborhood theatre 
Specialist, selling his services on a 
fee basis. This would be in addition 
to his present duties as the N. Y. 
Roxy's boss. The vet showman has a | 
new idea for nabes, seeing that as the | 
basis of the future. He prognosti- | 
Cates that the average class nabe 
Will cost $750,000 to build and will | 
— $300,000 profit in its first | 
year, 

This approximates the old Bala- 
ban & Katz theatre idea, says he, 
where theatres, no matter how cost- 
ly, never took more than three-four 
years to get their money back, even 
if costing $3,-$4,000,000. 

Balaban cites that the Central 
Park, Riviera, Tivoli and Chicago, 
all in Chi, ranging from 900G to 


$4,000,000, always paid off within 
four years, 


returned to | 
(25) night. | 











Cinecolor Opens Again 
With Part of Staff 


Holiywood, Nov. 26. 


Cinecolor iaboratory, closed by la- 
bor troubles since Nov. 11, reopened | 
for business with about 20% of its | 
Personnel, members of Film Tech- 
nicians Local 683, back on the job. 

William Cresipnal, prexy, who 
Closed the plant when picketing be- | 
Ban, reported that more technicians 
would return this week and that 


Still more w ere expected over a two- 
Week period, 








| Fox 


lof “Razor's 


| the future they 
, each picture the maximum in pre- 


ling on 





1946 Vs. 1947 Totals 


Tabulation of pix which will 
be completed by the majors 
before the end of 1946 and num- 
ber planned for 1947 is as fol- 


lews: 
Company 1946 1947 
Paramount 22 25-27 
Metro 31 24 
RKO 40 37 
Columbia 44 44-46 
Warner Bros 20 20 
20th-Fox 20 20 
United Artists 22 24 
Universal- 

International 44 24 








20th’s Pic-by-Pic 


Bally Campaigns 


With 
budgeted at 


some 20 “super-specials” 
$45,000,000 
20th- 


exploitation | 


more than 


slated for production in 1947, 


distribution and 


departments have completed plans 


for a picture-by picture and theatre- 


by-theatre campaign for next year 
designed to hypo extended runs in 
all situations. 


Detailed outline of the new plan 


trict managers by Tom Connors, 
veepee over distribution, and Wil- 
liam J. Kupper, general sales man- 


ager, with most of the talk centering 
about the Christmas national release 
Edge” and the final 
weeks of the Spyros Skouras Sales 
Drives. Exploitation huddles, with 
midwestern and southern field ex- 
ploiteers attending, were led by 
Charley Schlaifer, 20th ad-publicity, 
director, and followed through on 
distribution talks by laying special 
emphasis on subsequent run engage- 
ments of “Edge.” 

Skouras and Connors, in messages 
to the exploiteers, stressed that in 
must not only give 


opening ballyhoo but follow through 
during the run of the film in order 
to chalk up as many holdovers as 
possible. Skouras, pointing out the 
need for concentration on each of 
the “super-specials,” asked for, ex- 
ploitation-campaigns in all situations 
to match that given each film in its 
key city first run date. 

Schlaifer noted that to insure 
proper exploitation of each film in 
the subsequent run situations, top 
efforts to gain the maximum play- 
ing time in the first run date would 
have to be made. After that, he 
said, each film is to be given special 
handling all down the line. He 
| detailed the campaign on “Edge,” 

declaring the ballyhoo given it 
before its N. Y. opening last week 
would have to be duplicated wher- 
ever the film plays. 

Territorial budget has been fixed 
on each film, Schlaifer said, so that 
the field men will know at all times 
just how much they can spend, He 
announced that ad accessories are 
now practically ready on all releases 
through March. 


a 


Buchman Pic Ist On 
Globe Location Jaunt 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
First world-circling location jaunt 
for films will be “Assigned to Treas- 
ury,” being produced by Sidney 
Buchman for Columbia release. 

Ray Nazarro will head out 
days as director of second unit to 
lens backgrounds in Shanghai for 
several weeks. These will be fol- 
lowed by shooting in Cairo and then 
Havana, where first troupe, headed 
by Dick Powell, will meet to join in 
lensing. Robert Stevenson will also 
direct first unit in New 

film 
smuggling ring. 
Nazarro was taken off studio west- | 
erns to handle globe-girdling junket. 


in 10 


' be completed this year. 
was given to 20th division and dis- | 


; a | 


tWt 











OILIER 


exhibs howling for more 
|product, continued wrangling  be- 
tween them and distribs was fore- 
shadowed this week when several 
more companies disclosed produc- 
tion plans and indicated a continued 
decline in pix for °47. Tally by 
VartETY brings to light fact that 
eight majors will complete, if pres- 
ent plans hold, a total of 220-224 pix 
in the year coming up. That com- 
pares with an estimated 243 films 
which the big companies will have 
polished off in the course of the 
| current year, 


| With 


Dip of some 8% in the 
stanza is, in the main, attributable 
to the effect of the decree. While 
films will be less in number because 
of a partial slough-off of Bs, produc- 


future 


climb rather than slide as labor and 
material expenses continue their 
spiral. Paramount, for _ instance, 
|}plans to spend some _ $34,000,000- 
| $35,000,000 for its 25-27 films, repre- 
in costs. 





senting a hike of 25-30% 

Only two companies raising thetr 
sights on a higher number of films 
to be produced next year than this 
are Paramount and United Artists. 
| Par’s advance is three to five over 
| the 22 to be finished in 46 while UA 
scores_a deuce gain over its current 
22. Main slash was effected by 
Universal-International with the 
company lining up 24 pix for ’47 
shooting against 44 completed or to 
Metro runs 
it a second, that company announc- 

(Continued on page 30) 


Brit. Prods. Top 
U. S. in Vie For 
English Stories 


| 














York, shoot- | 
concerning narcotic | vears, during which time he headed | Newsboys’ 


Competition between American 
and British producers for top British 
story properties, on the upswing for 
the last several years, has hit its 
peak within the past six months, 3c- 
cording to Mrs. Carol Brandt, 
Metro’s eastern story chief. Just 
returned from a seven-weeks’ trip 
to England and France, Mrs. Brandt 
said that the sales cycles, which had 
leaned to the American side during 
the war, is now definitely swinging 
back in favor of English producers. 

Reason for this is twofold, accord- 
ing to the Metro exec. Combined 
forces of J. Arthur Rank and Sir 
Alexander Korda, along with other 
English producers, are turning out 
more pix now than ever before in 
the British industry’s history. Na- 
tive producers recognition of the 
value of basing pre-release publicity 
on bestsellers and the increase in 
the number of pix, consequently, 


(Continued on page 32) 


WURTZEL, 20TH-FOX 
IN RELEASING DEAL 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Sol Wurtzel and Spyros Skouras 
yesterday (24) inked new contract 
calling for 20th-Fox release of six 
Wurtzel productions during 1947. 
Pact, which was completed over the 
weekend, calls for untitled film to 
start lensing Jan. 5 at Sutherland 
studios as first of features. 

Wurtzel yesterday wound up 
“Jewels of Brandenburg,” his final 
1946 commitment. 








Bresler Quits Metro, 
Joins U-I as Prod. | 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Jerry Bresler 

Metro shorts producer 

weekend to join Universal-Interna- 
| tional as feature producer. 

Bresler was with Metre 





for 10 


shorts production department. He | 
had produced some 
| Culver City plant. 


| RELEASES 
But Goldwyn's Mulvey Indicts Setup 


As Doing U. S. Pix Biz a Disservice 


+ First 


tion budgets of most companies will | 


checked out as/| 
over the} 


features for 


220-224 PIX IN ’47 VS. 243 IN ’46 





\Sebmnick and Small 








Valentino’s Peak Press 

Statistical-minded reader of 
the N. Y. Daily News, who 
scanned newspaper files in the 
N. Y. public library following 
the death last week of Jimmy 
Walker, came up with the inter- 
esting fact that Rudolph Valen- 





; tino’s death had gleaned more 
newspaper space than the death 


of any other celeb in the last 20 
years. 

In a letter to the News’ “Voice 
of the People” column, the reader 
revealed that Valentino’s death 
was played up more than that of 
Walker, King George V, and 
even FDR. Hitler didn’t receive 
as much space as Valentino, 
probably because news of the 
former broke at the same time 
as V-J Day. Valentino died Aug. 
23, 1926, which might indicate 
some commentary on what were 
considered important events in 
the roaring ’20s. 


Churchmen Wary 
Of Pix Code Ease 


Taking a poke at the recent change 
in the Production Code regarding 
its narcotic film provision, Monsig- 
nor John J. McClafferty, executive 
secretary of the Legion of Decency, 
reported to the Bishops’ Committee 
on Motion. Pictures that the new 
amendment and films arising from 
it “will bring in their wake very 
serious moral and physical ills.” 

Msgs. McClafferty made his report 
in a special committee meeting last 
weekend at the annual General 
Meeting of Catholic Archbishops and 
Bishops in Washington, D. C., at 
which Bishop William A. Scully, of 
Albany, was chosen new chairman of 
the Motion Picture committee. The 
paper pointed up the increase in the 
number of musical as well as crime 
or psychological films when it re- 
vealed a large increase in the per- 
centage of both A-1l, or unobjection- 
abie, and B, or objectionable, films 
during the past year. 

Concerning the switch in Code re- 
quirements, Msgr. McClafferty said: 
“The Production Code Amendment, 
although phrased with 
clarifying conditions, 











dealing with the use and traffic in 
drugs. 
unwholesome 
physically.” 
For their requirements the Legion 
follows the line of the Code, adding 
divorce, among a couple of other 
items, to their objections. Legion 
heads claim that the Code is losing 
its effectiveness through over-lenient 
interpretation by its enforcing body, 
the Motion Picture Association, 
which should hold closer to the let- 


effect, morally 


ter of the law. One New York 
priest said: “As far as Joe Breen is 
concerned, you'd think the Code 


” 


never existed 

Legion people say that, although 
they are not particularly effective 
against banned films in first-run big- 
city houses, they can materially af- 
fect the b.o. take in neighborhood 
situations. Most of the Legion 
strength, according to priests in the 
office, lies in urban areas, where a 
fairly large percentage of the na- 
tion’s 23,000,000 Catholics watch Le- 
gion listings. 


RKO’s Father Dunne Pic 














duction, 


Join Export Pool 


break in the 
of top indies against marketing 
[their films abroad via the Motion 
| Picture Export Assn. came during 
ithe past week with the report that 
David O. Selznick and Edward Small 
had agreed to toss their product into 
the MPEA pool. Meanwhile, James 
Mulvey, distribution chief for Sam- 
|uel Goldwyn, expressed himself 
Monday (25) as more determined 
than ever not to join the Assn., call- 
jing the major company members 
| hypocritical and selfishly failing to 
| act in the best patriotic interest of 
ithe United States. 

Goldwyn, with a backlog of some 
|20 important pictures, and Selznick 
| and Small with almost that many, 
|have been among the prime objec- 
Jariv of the MPEA’s membership 
| 
| 
| 
| 


united front 





drive. Since the assn. was designed 
as a monopoly to fight film 
monopolies abroad, it felt that the 
important indie holdouts consider- 
ably weakened its bargaining posi- 
| tion in that potential customers al- 
| Ways could wave the threat of doing 
| business with the indies if MPEA 
terms were unacceptable. 

Thus the assent of Selznick and 
Small, after long holding out, is an 
important victory. There is a gim- 
mick, however, in both Selznick’s 
and Small’s change of heart. They 
have both made private deals for 
marketing their product in Holland 
and are understood not including 
that territory in the areas that 
MPEA may service for them. Since 
Holland is one of the MPEA’s most 
profitable countries, that’s a big de- 
fection and leaves many areas from 
which the two producers know they 
wouldn't be getting any coin any- 
way. 

Mulvey, on the other hand. aes 

(Continued on page 32) 


NEUFELD LEAVES PRC 
IN TIFF WITH THOMAS 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 








|} as a producer, 
| after a difference of 


so-called | 
in effect opens | 
the door for the production of films | 


Such films will have a most | 
and | 


Sig Neufeld, six years with PRC 
checked off the lot 
opinion with 

Harry Thomas, prexy. Neufeld said 
he left because of an argument over 
| future production, and Thomas said 
the studio was cutting out “B” 

| product, with the exception of 
| westerns. 
Neufeld was one of the original 
members of PRC when the company 
was organized in 1940 and has turned 
out 93 indie pictures for release 
| through that outlet. He will an- 
| nounce a new connection later. 

Meanwhile, pushing its field ex- 
pansion policy, PRC this week took 
on three new employees. Seymour 
Schussel was tapped for managerial 
job in the New York district; Julius 
Edinson was named to handle ex- 
ploitation in the Minneapolis area; 
and George Bennett was assigned as 
exploitationeer to the Pittsburgh 
area. 

Schussel was eastern district man- 
ager for Film Classics and before 
then worked in Columbia sales force. 
Edinson served with Essaness thea- 
tres in Chicago; Bennett as feature 
weiter for the Newark Evening 
News. 


Lou Gray Another Of 
Rep. Producers to Leave 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Lou Gray, producer of the Monte 
Hale Trucolor western starrers at 
Republic, obtained a release from 
his contract and will check off the 
lot as soon as he winds up the de- 
tails of his latest production. Gray 
follows Don Brown and Walter 











Another story about a priest is be-| Goetz, producers, who moved out of 
ing planned by RKO for 1947 pro- 


the studio two weeks ago, and Robert 
North and Rudy Abel, who left early 





| Currently in Hollywood for story | in autumn as a result of the studio’s 

conferences is Father William F.| decision that it was overloaded with 
Glynn, head of Father Dunne’s| production plans 

Home and Protectorate} Exodus is in keeping with the 

in St. Louis, Mo. Film will be titled | announcement some time ago by 

|“Father Dunne’s Newsboys Home,”| Herbert J. Yates, prexy, that Re- 


| with Pat O’Brien in title slot. 


public would curtail its “B” product. 
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Exhib Bitterness Vs. Name Execs 
Taking All the Bows Stymies Govt. s 


Exhit tterness over indust 
leaders copping the glory for | 
vious Governmental and_ charity 
drives spliced to a reluctance to com 

t ther elve to any one orga! 

{ € f t \ t ‘ 

< ( 1€ to beset Gove 
proposals fe the creatiol of 
peacetime ucce oO t ne aetul 
Wart Activitie ( Y e€ W! « 
the study con ttee, forme 
Washington last eek, a ile 
New Yo K e€ resolved a iat i 
Industry set questio ] r 
In ¢ toppel min< \ f the 
‘ oot e will go all-« 

I i } ot t S ff Lie 

) e¢ of ] ( t 

11 Oo; 
( UU ( € ilre 
org ( ill be re {| é 
than ac 1 Ly Exhib reluctan¢ s 
base n the main, on a feeling that 
so long as theatre orgs are diverse 
and scattered, the hurdles in the 
way of securing countrywide back 
ing of extra-curricular films and 
drives will keep the number down 

and that’s what the exhib wants 

most. 

Coupled with that thought is 


coolness towards anything outside of 


showing pix for profit with the 
steady drop of mercury over the 
past years stemming from resent- 


ment over widely publicized efforts 


of industry leaders and few kKudoes 
to the little theatre operator. Fre- 
quently voiced is the plaint that 


after the tape is crossed, the exhib | 
is forgotten while Government offi- 
cials and charity heads scramble to 
pay honor to film biggies who lent 
their name to a drive delivered by 
the exhib. 
Can’t Speak for All Theatres 
Countering theatremen  opposi- 
tion. exhib leaders intend to argue 
that the new national setup will rid 
the industry of the power of any 
one man to commit theatres without 
their consent. Exhibs will have five 
representatives on the committee of 
(Continued on page 3?) 


UA Holding Back ‘Fanny’ 
To Cash In on Mason 
Buildup; Star Due Sat. 


Belief that British star James 
Mason isn’t yet near his peak of 
popularity in this country has had 
United Artists holding up 
of one of his films for well over a 
year. Picture “Fanny by Gas- 
light.” with Phyllis Calvert, Stewart 
Granger and Wilfred Lawson also 
in it. It was made by Edward Black 
for Gainsborough. 

UA acquired “Fanny” in a deal 
with J. Arthur Rank for distribution 
of a group of English pix which 
included “Caesar & Cleopatra” 
“Henry V.” Inasmuch as the com- 
pany has had plenty of product and 
there was no call for 
Mason starrer into release, it felt it 
would be advantageous to hold it. 
It is still on the shelf without 
release dafe. 

Mason, during the time UA has 
been letting “Fanny” gather dust, 
has increased infinitely in U. S. 
popularity, particularly among the 
bobbysoxers, who got to know him 
in “Seventh Veil.” Pic is continuing 
to do strong biz in its second and 
third round of many theatres 
Mason, primarily as a result of his 





1s 


pull in “Veil,” is being seen in nine | 


or 10 other British pix which have 
been dug out of vaults to capitalize 
on his popularity. 

Star is expected in the U. S. on 


the Queen Elizabeth today (Wednes- | 


day) “to make plans for his first 


American picture. If UA chooses to | 
“Fanny” long enough, it will | 


hold 
undoubtedly be able to profit on the 
publicity and personality buildup 
Mason gets as a result of the Holly- 
wood flick. 
Mason Heads for U.S. 
London, Nov. 26. 
Although announcing Dec. 7 as his 
sailing date for 
Mason, accompanied by his wife and 





his scripter, John Monoghan, sailed | 


on the Queen Elizabeth Nov. 22. | 
Mason goes to Bermuda fer six 


weeks after which he returns to N. Y. 
to complete a two-picture deal with 
a major American company. 

Also sailing on the Elizabeth were 
Teddy Carr, Chips Rafferty, Deborah 
Kerr and her husband Tony Bartley. 
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Bid to Get Unified Pix Biz's Co-op 


Bedell Back to Par 
After Two for Col. 


Hollywood, Nov, 26. 


Sidney Bedell, who recently made 
two pictures for Columbia, goes back 
ito his old studio, Paramount, under 











Number of Fetes 


Honoring Show Biz 


a new producer contract starting 
Dec. 2. 
While at Columbia, Bedell pro- 
duced “Thrill of Brazil” and “Dead 
es a Reckoning.” Before that he was 
ar executive assistant to Cecil B. de | 
seal Mille at Paramount and functioned | 
U. S. Missing = Great Bet as associate producer on “The Story 
Anent Government efforts to of Dr. Wassell.” 
wrt ] 1 trv ooperatior for 7 
é put I its 
reeiers oe of e 
y toppers feel that the | Increased Motoring 
s are neglecting thei! 
et in the newsreels. Argu- Ups Values on Outdoor 
raised by these biggies 1s x a 
that it would be simpler if the Ad f P T 
Government messages were in- S or IX 1eups 
corporated in the regular reels. | With motor traffic mounting to its 
Most Government messages, it pre-war peak and heading for fur- 
s said, could be confined to ther increases as automobile fac- 
several hundred feet of film and i} tories swing into heavy production 
dad obta I d and prac- to meet huge demands, film com- 
\ ersal distribution vi panies are racing to tie up available 
S the eeting exhib outdoor billboards in a shift of ad- 
oppos yn experienced in longe coin to that mediun Expression of 
tracts opinion that the billboards wiil bulk 
- —___ - large in major company exploitation 
plans has come recently from sev- 
(e eral quarters including a statement 
A Ixé |4 ul by Darryl Zanuck that 20th-Fox 


release | 


and | 
sending the | 


a 


the U. S., James | 


now considers the medium due 


for | 
| 


top attention. Paramount, also driv- 
. ing for extensive board space, has | 
0 ] ms bought up a large number of bill- 


boards in the Los Angeles area in a 
first-step in that direction. 

Par’s unheralded 
of pacting for all free space avail- 


Operating on a policy formulated 
in May of this year, American Thea- 


tres Assn. film program committee | apje in spots considered choice in the 
has, so far, turned down 14 out of | 7, a sector, Company currently has 
20 Governmental and charity pix! yaunched a survey of other key-city 
submitted to it for national distri- ; ‘ ; 


areas through its field men with in- 


bution. Of the six okayed to date, | structions to report back the situa- 


Government has wangled only one 


“ | tion in these territories. Par will 
acceptance—that of “Message 0M | follow the same tactics employed in 
Famine,” which was initially laid|; «A wherever feasible. with the 
before the committee as the two- | 


: idea of slotting sizable coin to the 
reeler “Seeds of Destiny” and subse- | o9.,tdoors, a company spokesman said. 
quently cut to four minutes on Zanuck declared recently that the 
ATA’s request. Rules call for two-| piljboards were now viewed as one 
thirds approval by committee of 11/ of the most important methods 
drawn from that number of ge0-/ available for pushing b.o. prospects 
graphical areas of the country. | of films. Top 20th exec pointed out 
Basic requirements under which /| that Americans were again taking to 
ATA has heretofore acted requires a| the roads in huge numbers and that 
pic to be sponsored by either the | the number of cars was now on the 
Government or some non-political | upgrade. Metro also is going heav- 
and non-profit organization, public 
or semi-public in nature. Outfits | 
which compete in their field, such as | 
churches, clubs, schools and private 
hospitals, are out, as are organiza- | 
tions which by their nature appeal | 
to a segment rather than the mass | —— 


of the public. Further conditions are | Stearn and Handel, Pitt 
that film contain no references, men- | ‘ . ‘ 
Exhibs, Join Indie Ranks 


tion or portrayal of any matter con- 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. 


stituting advertising and that the pic 
does not reflect “obviously inferior| Trend of exhibs throughout the 
workmanship or technique.” | country going into production of B 
Among the pix cleared by the | films continues, with Bert M. Stearn 
committee are “No Help Wanted,” | and Harry Handel, of Pittsburgh, 
'9-minute documentary which Ameri- | the latest. Stearn, former western 
| can Legion has arranged for exhibi- | division manager of United Artists, 
| tion through its local chapters. Also|is now head of the Cooperative 
in the approved group are a Christ- | Theatre Service, a booking combine 
mas Seal Drive trailer of the Na- | here. Handel is a theatre operator. 
tional Tuberculosis Assn.; National Pair has made a deal with Mau- 
Education Assn. trailer; and the one- | rice Conn for production of two pix 
reel “Report to the U.S.A.,” prepped | annually for release through Screen 
by the USO. | Guild, which is pretty much exhibi- 
Other Examples | tor-owned and has been taking the 
“Homes for the Brave,” script of | exhib release deals. Conn has been 
Government pic intended to run five | associated with B production in 
minutes on housing question, was re- | Hollywood for many years. He'll 
turned for “revision and a new ap- | put the initial film in work in Janu- 

(Continued on page 30) ary. 


20th's Fine Statement Puts Co. No. 2 To 
Par; WB, MG, RKO, U and Col. 3-4-5-6-7 


flack stated, since it is regarded as a 
highly effective method of selling 
pix. Other companies have set their 
sights on the highway plugs for 
hypoed campaigning. 








General reshuffling of runner-up | $11,809,723. From °42 down the 
eiti ; al net profits | Stretch through ‘45 Par held first 
positions m the snnue P position, Metro second, 20th the 


| sweepstakes was clinched last week 


| when 20th-Fox reported a 39-week 
take of $16,219,815. Metro, bellwether 
of the industry for many years and 
in second place for the past few, 
is definitely down to fourth spot 
with 20th climbing to place position 
and Warner Bros. in show. Para- 
/mount is topheavy for the No. 1 
| spot since it crossed the three- 
| quarter mark with $33,877,006. 

As things now stand, and there’s 


three spot, and Warners fourth place. 
Metro’s slide, while somewhat sur- 
prising, is generally attributed to 
the fact that the other companies 
benefited from lifting of surplus 
profits taxes to a greater degree. 
Metro never went over the brink 
into receivership during depression 
days and, consequently, its tax base 
was sounder when the war levies 
were imposed. 
$16,219,815 for 38 Weeks 


RKO—$13,000,000 (est.). 
. Universal—$4,500,000 ‘est.). 
. Columbia—$3,450,489 for fiscal 


amount was declared by the board, 
payable Dec. 23 to stockholders of 
record on Dec. 2. additionally, quar- 


little chance for reversal of form, Net of $16,219,815 for 20th was for 
majors will cut the tape in the | 39 weeks ended Sept. 28 after all 
following order: charges and included all subsids 
1. Paramount—$45,000,000 ‘est.). among which are National Theatres 
2. 20th-—-$22,000,000 ‘est.). and Roxy Theatre. Quarterly cash 
3. WB—$18,.000,000 ‘est.). dividend of 75c. per share of com- 
| 4 Metro—$16,600,000 (est.). mon plus extra melon of same 
5. 
6 
7 


year ending June 30. terlies of $1.1242 per share on out- 
Par has led since 1942 when its; standing prior preferred stock and 





$13,125,437 edged ahead of Metro's (Continued on page 30) 


| ily into outdoor ads, a top company | 


| helping build American 
| tolerance 
move consisted | 











the litigation 


Wednesday, November 27, 1946 


Johnston Warns U.S. and Britain} 
About ‘Mutual Fears’ Over Economy 





Too Literal 
Chicago, Nov. 26. 
Innocent ad lib on the air by 
Johnny Olsen, telling “everyone 


to bring their lunches and have 


a swell time” at the Palace 
theatre where he would broad- 
cast a show in conjunction with 
premiere of “The Magnificent 
Doll,” brought a rush call from 
the h.o. of Universal Pictures. 
They requested Olsen to stop 
using that line as they didn’t 


want payees bringing lunch and 
seeing several shows as it would 
prevent large turnover. 


Olsen emcees the “Ladies Be 
Seated” program on the ABC 
net. 


+ 





Citations to the six leading media 
of communications—including films, 
magazines, legit, advertising 
and for their part in 
unity and 
were presented by the 
National Conference of Christians 
and Jews at a dinner at the Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., Sunday (24). 
Films and radio are also to be hon- 
ored at sixth annual Nobel anniver- 
sary dinner, slated for the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., Dec. 10, and two days 
later Billy Rose will be honored at 
a dinner as a leading showman and 
philanthropist by the amusement 
and allied industries division of the 
Federation of Jewish Philanthropies 


radio, 
newspapers 


at the Hotel Pierre, N. Y. That same | 


day, at a luncheon the NCCJ 
honor Irving Berlin, Robert 
wood and Spyros Skouras. 

Will H. Hays, former chief of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
accepted the award on behalf of the 
film industry, praising the “thou- 
sands of men and women from the 
smallest of the rank-and-file to the 
greatest in all branches” of the in- 
dustry for their part in helping fight 
intolerance. A. D. Willard, assistant 
to the prexy of the National Assn 
of Broadcasters, accepted the award 
for radio; Edwin S. Friendly, gen- 
eral manager of the N. Y. Sun, for 
newspapers; Walter D. Fuller, presi- 
dent of Curtis Publishing, for mags: 
Mare Heiman for the theatre, and 
James Young. chairman of the Ad- 
vertising Council of America, for 
advertising. 

Hal Wallis is scheduled to rep- 
resent the film industry at the Nobel 
dinner, which will be chairmanned 
by Pearl Buck. Edward R. Murrow. 
CBS veepee, will speak on radio’s 
role in the progress of peace. Nor- 


will 
Sher- 


man Corwin, winner of the “one 
world” prize in 1946, is scheduled 
to speak on his recent round-the- 


world trip and Helen Gahagan Doug- 
las, U. S. alternate delegate to the 
United Nations general assembly, 
will speak for the women of the 
world. 

Billy Rose dinner will climax the 
Jewish federation’s drive to raise 
$12,000,000 for the 116 affiliated hos- 
pitals and welfare agencies it serves. 
Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO prexy and 
chairman of the amusement division 
of the federation. heads the drive 
campaign, assisted by Barney Bala- 
ban, Jack Cohn, Spyros Skouras and 
Major Albert Warner. Vice 
men are Matty Fox, Emil 

(Continued on page 55) 


Jensen-Von Herbers Wil 
Press Trust Suit Anew 


Seattle, Nov. 26. 
Retrial of the anti-trust. suit of 


Jensen & Von Herberg, theatre 


chair- 
Fried- 


operating interests, against the Ever- | 


green theatres and the eight majors 
will be pushed by the plaintiff with 
new hearings probably within the 
next three months. Jury was dis- 
charged by Federal] Judge Bowen 
after it wrangled 44 hours on ques- 
tion of whether majors conspired to 
deprive plaintiffs of product and 
then split 6-6. Majors had report- 
edly offered $100,000 settlement of 
the triple-damacze suit for $518.000 
which plaintiffs turned down. 

Clearance for Ballard and Capital 
Hill District theatres is involved in 
Crse required seven 
herre and it will not b- 
reset until two or three other suite 
are tried. 


wecks to be 





London, Nov 
| Eric Johnston, on eve of saili; for 
home on the S. S. America yesterd 
! 


26. 


» 
4 
t 

& 


(Monday), told the press his stay pd 
|England had convinced { at 
Britain and the United States « f. 
fered mutual fears which n be 
|}overcome by common vwunde) d- 
ling of the problems faced | each, 
Motion Picture Assn. prexy, due j; 
New York at the end of eek. 
was here about two week ring 
most of which he was confined t¢ - 
hotel by an attack of pn nonia. 
| He’s due back in the spring 

Despite his illness, Johnst< spoke 
to many leaders of government. in. 
dustry, labor and motion pictures 
His talks, he said, made fee] 
that Britain fears Ame icas free 
economy will ultimately lead to an. 
other depression in the U. § ch 
will pull Britain down with it nere 
lcans, on the other han e stated 
are afraid that Britain's pressing 
search for stability may lead to stag. 
|}nation, and thus adversely flect 
| them ° 
| Regarding new film quota le a- 
tion, slated to come up in 1948. John. 
ston said his confabs had indicated a 
desire on part of both Americans 
j}and Britains to find a way to avoid 
|necessity for greater restrictions, 


| Legislation on the quota now bes 
ling discussed, but has not yet ervs- 
tallized. Johnston said his 
the subject were left in abevance 

| MPA head also stated his sugges- 
tion for formation of an international 
; council to promote mutual aims and 
cope with worldwide problems had 
aroused considerable interest Plan 
will be canvassed by reps of British 
and American film industries shortly, 


} 
k « 


li on 


he declared, to determine the feas- 

ibility and scope of such a council. 

| MPAA in D.C. Meet 
Washington, Nov. 26 


Next quarterly meeting of Motion 


Picture Assn. of America will be 
held in Washington Dec. 11. It will 
| be the first session of the assn. to 


be held in the capital. Eric Johnston, 
now on the high seas to this 
will be back in time 


IA SUED BY 12 PROPMEN 
FOR 106 DAMAGES EACH 


Los Angeles, Nov. 26. 
Twelve damage suits were filed 
here against the International Alli- 
| ance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
| by 12 expelled members of Local 44, 
| who demand exemplary damages of 


country, 


| 
| 


| $10,000 each, plus restoration to 
membership and recovery of lost 
| wages. They were expelled last year 


| for refusal to take the place of strik- 
ing prop men in the film studios. 
Plaintiffs are Gene Mailes, George 
Stoica, George Hand, Bob Ames, 
|Barney Alsdors, Irving Hentschel, 
| Jess Sapp, Ray Lora, Leo Lamb, 
| Howard Miller, Carl Gidlind and 
| Lynn Batchelder. 
hicuiiictigce 


Despite Some Squawks 
| ‘Abie’ Releasing Dec. 27 


Despite objection by various 
groups to the racial caricatures dis- 
played in “Abie’s Irish Rose,’ United 
Artists is going ahead with plans 
|for release on Dec. 27. Some very 
minor cuts have been made from the 


original version, but no serious 
| changes are contemplated by (Bing) 
Crosby Proudctions, indie unit 


| which made the new film version of 
ithe Anne Nichols play 
Anti-Defamation League of the 
B'nai B'rith, which has been in the 
forefront of objectors to the pic, has 
sent a letter to Crosby listing 1 
| beefs. It has received word in 
lreply as yet. 
ADL had talked about the possi 
| bility of buying the negative—pl¢ 
|'was made at a cost of $550,000—17 


no 


-order to keep it from distribution, 
|but that is thought unlikely. Spokes 
| man for the organization said he felt 
|no other course could really be suc- 
cessful, unless Crosby himself de- 
| cided to without the film, since there 
jare so many basic objections to it 


cutting or minor changes © ould 
| serve no purpose. F 
| Defending the film. David * 


|Weshner, Crosby's eastern rep. 4€ 


\clared that careful preview tests 
; have been made without 4 single 
squawk being regist:red by audi- 
ences. Pic was shown at Locw's Le* 
ington and Sheridan. N. Y = 


Reade’s Victoria, Per’) A 
Orpheum, San Fran 
‘Chicago, he said, to exc: 


1 Woods. 
jllent resulls 
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- NATIONAL MAGAZINES 





HE millions of readers of Life, Look, Ladies Home 

Journal and Woman's Home Companion, have seen 
the beautiful full page two color advertisements an- 
nouncing MAGNIFICENT DOLL. 


Each magazine ran a different type of advertise- 
ment, directed in copy and art approach to the indi- 
vidual type of readership that magazine has. 





NO WOMAN EVER LOVED 
WITH MORE TO LOSE 
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N A tremendous tie-up with the Lipton Tea Company, 

four color advertisements on MAGNIFICENT DOLL 
will appear during the months of December and Jan- 
vary in two issues of Life, Look, This Week, Ladies 
Home Journal, McCall’s, Better Homes and Gardens, 
Country Gentleman, Family Circle and Southern 
| Agriculture. 








This is one of the most comprehensive tie-up cam- 
paigns ever accorded any motion picture and guar- 
antees readership in your city wherever you are. 


= op EN GY MARANON. 
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NATIONAL RADIO 


ROM early November through December, through 
national hookups and local announcements, your 
audiences will be hearing about MAGNIFICENT DOLL. 


For three consecutive weeks in advance of the 
premier playdate, MAGNIFICENT DOLL will be the 
featured on the “Ladies Be Seated” program, one of 
the highest rating afternoon programs on the air, with 
an estimated daily listening audience of four million 
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people. It is carried over the American Broadcasting 
Company through more than 200 stations. 


The key of this promotion will be a radio search, 
concentrated in twenty key cities, for the identification 
of a “Magnificent Doll” by the program listeners. 


WINDOW STREAMERS AND ADS 


More than 200,000 window streamers are being 
posted in grocery stores throughout the country an- 
nouncing the rules for this unusual contest. 


Special newspaper advertisements announcing the 
tie-up and contest will be run in all the newspapers in 
the twenty cities used for the contest. 


200 STATION LOCAL TIE-UP 


In another tie-up with the Dolly Madison Cake 
Company, newspaper and radio spot announcements 
will be used in advance of your opening in all the 
territories where the merchandise is available. It is 
anticipated that more than 200 local stations will 
participate in this program, directly tied up with your 
playdate wherever possible. — 
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VON MARONONOKEN = DAYAND DATE CAMPAIGNS 


OUR different and distinct types of newspaper 
advertisements have been tested for their pene- 
tration values in more than a dozen typical situations. 
Each proved highly successful and will be made the 
basis for a rounded campaign to suit your particular 


requirements. 
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ORE than 5,000 24-sheets will be posted by 
Royal Crown Cola during November and Decem- 

ber in a tie-up with MAGNIFICENT DOLL (see above). 
In addition, car cards will be used in all key cities, 
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giving a combined estimated circulation in excess of 
forty million. Truck banners will be displayed by all ? 
Crown Cola delivery trucks. 


NATIONAL FASHION SHOW 


The famous Lilly Dache, creator of the hats worn 
by Ginger Rogers in MAGNIFICENT DOLL, displayed 
these creations in her national fashion show in New 
York on October 15th. Fashion editors and buyers 
from all over the country attended the show and it 
was covered by newspaper and radio syndicates. 

! Leading fashion merchants in thirty-one key cities will 
; display these hats in their stores and windows. 


NEWSPAPER WOMEN TIE-UP 
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i In a country-wide tie-up with Theta Sigma Phi, no- ; RAs Doll 

tional newspaper woman's fraternity, Ginger Rogers : ve: Monit at 
will present a silver-plated typewriter to the winner al furgyss MA mY 

t of the title “The Most Magnificent Doll among Amer- 

} ican Newspaper Women.” The anticipated publicity 

F _ from this contest will reach into every city and town 

t in the United States. 

: —— 

ICE CREAM TIE-UP : ~ Campaid" 

500,000 posters, window strips and give-aways | 

' will be distributed in connection with the far reaching Above are the four best ads used. The advertise- 
tie-up with the International Association of Ice Cream ment used in Campaign “C” will be made up into 

| Manufacturers announcement of the “Magnificent a full page newspaper size as the key ad in the 

Doll Sundae,” commemorating the fact that Dolly. special hand-tailored campaigns that will herald 
Madison was the first White House lady to serve the key city openings. These campaigns will set the 

pattern for all subsequent runs. 
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Producers Considering CSU's Request 94 P| 


For Another Powwow on Labor Issues 


26. ¢ 





Hollywood, Nov. 
of Studio Unions peti- | 


Conterence ; 
tion to have restraining orders limit- Small S Small Move 
ing pickets at some major studios 
dismissed failed yesterday (Mon.) Hollywood, Nov. 26. 


Superior Judge Henry Willis Edward Small established perm- 


“ hen . ‘ 
denied the plea. Meantime pro-|anent headquarters in a_ building 
d ers are shaping a reply to Her-| across the street from the RKO- 


bert Sorrell’s wire asking for an im- | Pathe lot in Culver City to handle 


mediate meeting with producers to| production details of “The Life of 
discuss conditions laid down by the | Rudolph Valentino,” slated for a 
majo! Wire, sent to Pat Casey, | spring start, 

chairman of the producers’ labor} Until last week Small maintained 


wants discussions so that} offices on lease in the RKO-Pathe 


committee 


contract negotiations be resumed. | studio. 
Prod s are studying the wire to| en 2 : — 
determine how closely it conforms | 
to stipulations insisted on by studios | e 
before they will meet again “| Sorrell 13 Film 
CSU. 9 

Supporting the good faith of 
CSU's request is the fact the Con- 


Union Leaders 


ference recognizes the Dec. 26, 1945, 
AFL directive in settling a dispute | 
brewing at Enterprise past week. 
Carpenters on the lot refused to) 
work with IATSE set. erectors, 
threatening tieup of the independent 
After visiting the studio 
and into situation, Sorrell 
instructed. members’ to continue 
work as CSU had already agreed to 





company 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Angeles County 


looking 


Los Grand Jury 


~ Indicted in L. A.’ 


| 
} 





i number of 





handed up indictments charging 14 | 


| increased 


abide by the Dec. 26 jurisdictional motion picture union leaders” with | 
award giving set erection work to ne. ke oS result of their me 
TA tivities on the picket lines in current 
: | studio strike. Indictments charge 

Sorrell and 12 other union leaders, | felonies, which carry prison sen- 
plus Averill Berman, radio commen- | tences. Ordered to trial are: 


tator, are now under grand jury in- | 


dictment on conspiracy charges in | Herbert K. Sorrell, president, Con- 


connection with film strike. They are ference of Studio Unions; Matthew 
out under $5,000 bond each. | Mattison, president, Screen Story 
eee ok he age ; |Analysts Guild; Averill Berman, 
Picketing at majors continued un- | radio coramentator: Carl Head. as- 
der legal limits called for injunc- lsistant business agent, Painters 


tions but unions continued to meet 
on concerted attack planned against 


capa” od aA 2 -agent, Set Designers Local 1421; 
use of court orders by employers. | Russell McKnight, president, Film 
| Laboratory Technicians Local 1421; 


Norval Crutcher, secretary-treas- 
urer, Film Technicians; John Martin, 
business agent, Film Technicians; 
James Skelton, business agent, Car- 


C. & 0. PREVIEWING PIC 
PREEM ON CHOOCHOOS 


penters Union; Roy ‘Tindall, presi- 
In a dress rehearsal of regular | dent, International Brotherhood of 
film service planned for some of its | Electrical Workers, Local 40; An- 


trains in the coming spring, first | 
railway world preem of a picIn- 
ternationl’s “Temptation” in this 
case—will be staged Dec. 10 on the 
Chesapeake & Ohio. Regular run of 
the crack George Washington be- 
tween D.C. and Cincinnati will 
Stage the stunt with 35 critics riding 
the rails while pic plays in C&O’s 
new club car. 


Frank Drdlik, Set Designers picket 
captain; Louis Whitman, CSU picket 
captain; Ray Higby, picket line dis- 
patcher. 

Freed in $5,000 bond each, they 
were ordered to appear Jan. 7 for 
trial. Postponement until next year 
was requested by defense attorneys 
to permit time for the filing of argu- 
ments for dismissal, and to await the 





Meanwhile, railroad in tieup with 


Universal, distributor of the Merle] return of Joseph L. Padway, chief | 


Oberon 


George Brent starrer, will | counsel for the American Federation 
advertise 


the highjinks and_ its |of Labor, from Honolulu. 
forthcoming innovation in a_half- 


q Men were charged with con- 
Ooze - cities ; 
zen major cities. spiracy to attack with a deadly 


| 
| 
sinning 
} 


Sidney Lust’s Anti-Trust 


— e 
Suit Over Bernheimer Co. 
Washington, Nov. 26. 
Triple damage anti-trust — suit 
against seven majors and a competi- 
tive exhibitor was filed today in fed- 
eral district court by Sidney Lust. 
operator of an indie theatre hele | 
in this area. Lust is asking $600,000 | DEC G 
damages in behalf of his Kaywood | . 
theatre in Washington, 
Lust alleges that the distributors) Long-delayed “Paradine Case,’ 
have discriminated against him and | held back by labor troubles and 
have favored theatres operated by 


|other difficulties, will step before 
the Louis Bernheimer Theatre Co. lthe cameras Dec. 9 with David O. 
Defendants in the suit are Para- 


| Selznick in personal charge of pro- 
mount, RKO, 20th, Warners, UA, 


duction. 
Loew’s and Columbia, in addition to | Picture is budgeted at $3,000.000, 
the Bernheimer outfit. In his action with Alfred Hitchcock as director 
Lust pointed out that the Kay wood 


th jand a cast headed by fthel Barry- 
fatre was opened last December,| more, Ann Todd, Gregory Peck, 
representing an  investment— of 


|Charles Laughton, Charles Coburn 
$300,000. He stated further that 7% |and Louis Jourdan. 
months before the Kaywood theatre siaeaaliine 
Opened, the defendants took steps to 
guarantee competitive preference to 
the Bernheimer theatre. 


weapon, a felony; conspiracy to ob- 
| struct the administration of law, and 
unlawful assembly, misdemeanors. 
Felony counts carry prison terms 
}up 
ito two years. 





“PARADINE’ SET TO ROLL 
AFTER DELAYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 


Arthur Freed to Do 
‘Good News’ for Metro 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 





M-G Director to Swiss 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. | 


Metro director Fred Zinnemann | Metro handed Arthur Freed pro- 
— loaned to Lazar Wechsler, pro- | duction reins on the tunefilm, “Good 
ucer of « . * ! 
Nig of “Last Chance,” to direct News,” based on the old stage musi- 
mrt in Swi : ‘ 
le: witzerland. Zinnemann | .,) produced by Laurence Schwab 


‘ves shortly to start work. 
Betty 


row 


‘and B. G. DeSylva. 

Film version goes into work next 
Betts and 
Adolph Green doing the script. 


_ Smith, author of “Tree 
* in Brooklyn,” is understood 
Comden 


summer, with 


hut _ ane . 
vt in a screenplay writing capacity. 


to 10 years, and misdemeanors up | 


N WORK, 


ITO LIST ¥ 


While the current 








ood 


Nov. 26 


film strike ts a 


noisy nuisance, its activities have 


had only a slight effect on the pro- | 


duction of pictures the 


of Hollywood. Picketing has 
caused a slowdown and upped the 
general expense accounts, but com- 
parative figures show that the num- 
ber of pictures in work at the major 
studios today is the 
at this time in 1945 
the finish of last year’s strike 
films before the 


on 


lots 


same as it Was 
The 
cameras 
is 3o 

On Sept. 20, a week 
current siege of 
the number of 
production was 


before the 
picketing started, 
major pictures in 
37. A checkup of 


the situation last January, when the | 


picketers were at peace, 
total of 36 feature films in work. 
Production departments on _ the 
major lots report that they are 
operating on schedule, although they 
have been troubled on various occa- 


major | release, with Philip Reed and Hillary | 


| 
shows a 


p Plenty Comment In 


| 
j 


one month after | 


‘SLIGHT PROD. LAG VIA STRIKE 


| 





Goldwyn's Cracks About U. S. Pix Get 
and Outside the Biz 


+ Samuel 
“week 
fPe n 





Goldwyn’s” cracks last 


anent Hollywood's lack yf 


ideas and the in 


2 More Big Towners 


reased pa- 


tronage going to British films got 

Hollywood, Nov. 26 unusual worldwide press play, even 

Pine-Thomas will make two more for a barrage aimed at the picture 
“Big Town” pictures for Paramount capital. It also called forth some 


| ™ . —_ . 

sharp answers, particularly one from 
Darryl F. Zanuck, who 
“There is nothing wrong 


Brooke in the top roles and Whit- remarked: 
° ° c ACad, 
man Chambers doing the scripts 


with Hol- 


Continuation of the 


series was | lywood that cannot be cured by the 
ordered by Paramount after gander- | liquidation of self-appointed oracles.” 
ling “Big Town” ¢ a cover Big | 
eo Big Town” and “I Cover Big Unusual press aitention accorded 
own . ’ ’ 
Goldwyn’s blast included the lead 
editorial in the N. Y. Sunday News, 





sions by postponed starts and mount- | 


ing production 
results of delays. 
Weekly 
among 
For a 


costs, the 


average of 
last year 


productions 
the majors 
time this year the tempo 
and was up to 40 at the 
time the picketing began. Weekly 
averages for bygone years were 
approximately 45 in 1941, 43 in 1942, 
45 in 1943 and 45 in 1944. 


Lowered production this year is 


| not attributable alone to labor condi- 


| Local No. 646: Ed Gilbert, business | 


: 


drew Lawless, CSU picket captain; | 





»|Dick Bare directing 


| 


tions. Other conditions caused a 
slowdown long before the workmen 
walked out. One potent factor is 
the longer running time for pictures 
on the screen, necessitating fewer 
productions as compared with past 
years 

Heaviest sufferers in 
between the conference of Studio 
Unions and the International Alli- 
ance are the independent producers, 


the battle 


who have been forced into long 
postponements of starting dates. 


Outstanding among them is David 
O. Selznick, whose two high-budget 
projects. “The Paradine Case” and 
‘Little Women,” have been held up 
for months. 


Another reason for the slowdown 


is the fact that most of the majors | 


are equipped with heavy backlogs 
and might have slashed future pro- 
duction plans, with or without a 
strike. 


natural | 


was 35. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


with its 
circulation 


approximately 
News found the thoughts 
commendable after “duly discount- 
ng the fact that Mr. Goldwyn has a 
new movie of his own which was 
recently released and therefore will 
turning down any current 
publicity he can get for the movie 
or himself.” Paper then went on to 
use the producer’s remarks as a hook 
for the standard Hollywood red- 
baiting routine in Which the studios 
are accused of being run completely 


445 million 


N. Y. RKO Studio 
Ready Dec. | For 
Full Operation 


New RKO-Pathe studio in Harlem. 


not be 


N. Y., is expected to be finished and |¥ directives from the Kremlin 

ready for full-time operation about There was a generally cynical at- 
Dec. I, with the first RKO feature ! titude in the trade that Goldwyn’s 
to be filmed entirely at the studio comment on the British was tied up 
expected to swing into production | with his pending trip to England in 


early next summer. December. Zanuck summed it up by 


“It-is laudable of Mr. Gold- 
wyn, on the eve of his departure for 
England, to compliment the British 


First film to be produced entirely | Stating: 
on the new lot is “Citizen Saint.” 


biopic of St. Frances Cabrini, which 


is scheduled to go before the cameras | lm industry for the remarkable 

Dec. 9. Picture, produced by Clyde | Prosress they have recently 

Elliott from ‘a script by Harold | achieved”, 

Orlob, is slated for indie release. | If there was anything beyond 
Other films to be made at the | sheer altruism behind Goldwyn’s 

studio will consist mostly of com- (Continued on page 19) 

mercial advertising pix at first. | —_—_—— 


Several top Hollywood producers 
are also reported interested in leas- 
ing the studio because of the dearth 
of available space on the Coast, and | 


LASKY SEEKS HECHT 
FOR JANNEY NOVEL 


announcement of their pacts with 
RKO-Pathe is expected as soon as Jesse Lasky’s production of ‘“Mira- 
the studio is ready for occupancy. cle of the Bells,” Russell Janney’s 


James Cagney Productions has been 
named as one of those on the prowl 
for eastern studio space. 


is slated to go before the 
| cameras next spring. Lasky is cur- 
'rently dickering with Ben Hecht to 


bestseller, 


First RKO film on the N. Y. lot, Write the screenplay RKO will re- 
will be “Close-Up,” tale of a news- lease. Budget has been set at 
reel photog’s adventures in the N. Y. | $2,500,600. 
underworld. Nat Holt will produce,| Janney, who returned to New 


York last week following a nation- 
wide personal appearance tour as 
part of the ballyhoo campaign on the 


from a screenplay by Martin Rackin, 
built on a yarn by James Poe. RKO 
director Anatole Litvak, meanwhile, | 


is utilizing the studio for shooting | 200k, denied reports that James 
bac rounds for his next film, as | Cagney had been set for the lead. 
yet ititled, which is to have N. Y. | Cagney’s name has been associated 
‘se Film will be produced, however, | With the picture, Janney said, 
on the Coast. _through the actor’s trying to buy 
| screen rights to the book for his 








Briefs From the Lots 


Cagney Productions. Cagney refused 
|to give Janney a percentage of the 
on the film, however, so the 
author sold it to Lasky from whom 
getting $100,000 plus a sliding 
scale percentage. 


y 
2ross 


he’s 








Hollywood, Nov. 26. 


Alan Wilder inked to direct “The | 


Topaz Gardenia,” starring Warren 
William, for Meridian Pictures. 





Jesse L. Lasky ordered RKO talent | 


scout. Arthur Willi, to round up 40 
Broadway thesps for possible char- 
acter roles in “Miracle of the Bells” 
_,. Warners gave the go sign to “So 
You're Going to be a Father,” with 
and George 
O'Hanlon in the top role...William 
Boyd, Hopalong Cassidy producer, 
switched the title from “Whispering 
Walls” to “Unexpected Guest”... 


| Richard Greene's wife. Patricia Me- 





dina, was borrowed from Metro by 
20th-Fox for a role in “Moss Rose” 
Ray Taylor will direct “Gun- 
fighter.” starting a new series of 
western starrers for Al LaRue at 
PRC. ; 
Sidney Salkow inked to direct 


“Bulldog Drummond at Bay” for 


Venture Pictures, a new outfit head- | 


ed by Bernard Small and Lou Ap- 
pleton, Jr., and releasing through 
Columbia...Jody Gilbert, currently 
winding up in “Blondie’s Holiday” 
at Columbia, goes east to appear in 
“A Modern Cinderella,” Broadway 
legiter to be produced by Leonard 
Sillman Hal Roach is setting up 


| offices in Paris and London to scout 
| 


talent and story material for his 
“streamlined” pictures... Arthur 
Miller will handle the cameras on the 


forthcoming Gene Tierney-Rex Har- | British star. makes her Holly wood 


“The Ghost and 
20th-Fox...Terry 


rison 
Mrs. 


co-starrer, 
Muir,” at 


| Lady” .. 


| the hills at Lone Pine caused Repub- 


Prentice-Hall, publishers of 
“Bells,” ordered another printing of 
50,000 copies this week, making the 
fourth edition for a total of 225,000 
copies. This represents a record of 
some kind for a first novel, accord- 
ing to ®-H execs. 


Austin was inked as femme lead in 
“Philo Vance’s Secret Mission” at 
PRC. 

Orson Welles and Rita Hayworth 
headed a troupe of 80 to San Fran- 
cisco for two weeks of location shoot- 
ing chiefly at night, for “The Shanghai 
.Warners closed a deal for 
the use of Technicolor in the filming 
of “Two Guys from Texas,” siated 
for an early spring start...Snow in 


Franklin's ‘Young Bess’ 


May Team Garson-Gable 


lic to postpone the start of “Bells of Next assignment for Metro pro- 
San Angelo” until more favorable’ ducer Sidney Franklin. whose 
| weather arrives...Bebe Daniels is | “Yearling” is being rushed as a con- 


collaborating with scripters on ‘M1: 


tender for 1946 Academy 
Wilmer,” a comedy she will produce 


honors, will be “Young Bess,” 


award 
story 


for Hal Roach Columbia gave the of the girlhood days of England's 
| green light to “Nervous Shakedown,” Queen Elizabeth. 
ia Ifugh Herbert two-reeler, produced Franklin. who arrived in New 


'by Hugh McCullom and directed by 





| Wangei 
i‘“Tap 


| 


York from the Coast last Thursday 
Del Lord. 


(21) for the first two weeks of a 

Marlene Dietrich leaves for Paris three-months’ vacation, said he'd 
Dec. 1 to make a French picture,| been working on the story ever 
with a return engagement next | since winding up “Yearling.” Greer 


spring at Paramount, where she re- | 
cently completed “Golden Earrings.” 
...Eagle - Lion bought “Bury Me 
Dead,’ authored by Irene Winston, | 


Garson has been tentatively set for 
the title role, with the possibility 
that Clark Gable may appear op- 
posite her. If so, it'll probably be 


for early production...Joan Fulton | Gable’s next role after his soon-to- 
draws the femme romantic lead in| be-_tarted “Hucksters.” 

“Buck Privates Come Home,” co- Work on “Yearling” began five 
starrer for Abbott and Costello at years ago, Franklin said, but the film 


Universal - International Walter. was 
inked Alan Le May to script | In 
Roots,” for Universal-Inter- 


national release...Phyllis Calvert, 


the war broke. 

the ensuing time, the producer 

turned out “Mrs. Miniver” and then 

returned to “Yearling” following V-J 

Day He’s slated to return to the 

Mind” at Uni- | Coast and then head for his vacation 
iin Santa Fe. 


shelved when 


“Time Out of 
versal-International, 


bow in 
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Bring your own fire extinguisher!" — Wolter Winchell 


“The new Winter Garden film is a must. He's given superb 
support by his wife, Lilli Palmer.’’—Kate Cameron, Doily News 


*“*NOTORIOUS GENTLEMAN’ puts the Winter Garden 
on the list of preferred movie theatres with Rex Harrison 
in a demonstration of light comedy playing at its amiable 
and gracious best.” — Alton Cook, World-Telegrom 


“Harrison’s portrayal of a most fascinating and adult 
character is well worth viewing.” 
— Otis | Guernsey, Jr., N. Y Herald Tribune 


“it’s a pip. Full of entertainment. Socko with action. It's 
grand theatre. Don’t miss it.”’ —lee Mortimer, Daily Mirror 


*‘Happy-go-lucky deviltry ... clever, engaging ...a char- 
acterization done with polish and subtlety.”’ 
— Bosley Crowther, N. Y. Times — 


“The ‘NOTORIOUS GENTLEMAN’ is expertly played by 
Rex Harrison ... the picture emerges as amusing adult 
entertainment . . . Lilli Palmer contributes an excellent 


performance.” — Rose Pelswick, N. Y. Journal-American 


***NOTORIOUS GENTLEMAN’ is as adroit a movie as it 


is honest... high quality...rare taste... beautifully acted.” 
—Cecelio Ager, PM 


NOW IN 3rd BIG WEEK 


WINTER GARDEN, N. Y. 
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Philly Judge Threatens to Hand Down | {| BI7 AFI (IW New Tax Hot-Seat Moves Against 


Own Decree if Goldman Snag Persists 


> 


Philadelphia, Nov. 26. 


Opposing counsel engaged in a 
heated argument in a two-day ses- 
vy last week in Federal Court 


vording of the decree which 
is to be hande.! down in the Gold- 
anti-trust suit. 


ovel 


mal 
Judge Joseph Proskauer, speaking 
for the defendants—Warners’ and 


the other major distributors—vigor- | 


ously opposed the proposed decree 
as written by William A. Gray, at- 


tornev for William Goldman, indie 
exhib, claiming that under such a 
decree any distributor would be in 
contempt of court if he made any 
contracts with exhibitors in Phila- 
delphia. Proskauer claimed that 


Grav’s version of the decree “went 
way beyond the Court’s adjudica- 
tio! 

Judge William H. Kirkpatrick told 
the opposing counsel to “get to- 
gether” in a decree within two 
weeks or the Court would write its 
own. Proskauer, speaking for the 
defendants alse opposed Gray's peti- 
tion for counsel fees of $175,000 

Another bone 
the 6° interest 


of contention was 
on the damages 


claimed by Goldman, The Court had | 


ruled that Goldman had_ suffered 
$125,000 in damages due to the al- 
ieged conspiracy, which 
him from obtaining first-run product 
for Erlanger, which he 
under lease 


prevented 
the 


Under the Federal anti-trust laws 
the defendants are liable for pay- 
n ent of trebled damages—or $375,000. 

Proskauer declared that the 
trebled damages were in lieu of in- 


terest, a contention denied in argu- 
ment by Gray. 
As the second day of argument 


closed on Thursday (21) the Penn- 
sylvania Co., which holds title to the 
theatre for a trust, asked for the 


right to intervene in the case on the | 


ground that the owners were en- 
titled to 35% of the net profits of 
the theatre. Judge Kirkpatrick took 
the Pennsylvania Co. plea under ad- 
visement. 


L.A. PAPERS SLASH 





IST RUN AD SPACE 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Los Angeles papers are slashing 
advertising space for first-run houses 
for remainder of the year and main- 
taining the same cuts for 1947. Many 
big films are slated for local show- 
ing between now and first of the 
year, forcing pinch of ads on some 
films in order to pile up space for 
the heavy-budgeters. 

Space quotas for October 
most first-run blocks of three and 
four houses down belew 300 inches, 
some even going as low as 150 
inches in individual papers. Both 
Daily News and Hellywood Citi- 
zen-News, however, are benefiting 
to some extend by forced quotas, 
inasmuch as both papers are un- 
restricted, former permitting up to 
30 inches for single ads on Monday 
and Tuesday. Latter sheet is getting 
the breaks due to Guild strike shut- 
down of Herald-Express. 


Keegan Succeeds David 
As Northio’s Head Man 


Jack Keegan, associate of Earl 
Hudson. prez and general manager 


of United Detroit Theatres, 
Over the 





post of general manager of 


Northio Theatres, Par affiliate in 
Ohio and Kentucky. He succeeds | 
Harry D | 


avid, who resigned last week 
— §teasons of health. Keegan 
sumes his new duties Jan. 1, while 
David continues on in an advisory 
Mra Former arrived in New 
— yesterday (26) for huddles with 
““onard Goldenson, Par’s veepee in 


charge of theatr i 
eg e operations, 
Edward + P 


for 


and 


og Theatres Service Corp. 
“ew manager has n wi Init- 
ed Dx bee th Unit 


‘troit since "41, and previously 


Br ved as city manager for Warner 
te °S. In Milwaukee. David, prior to 
US North 


10 stretch, was general man- 


ager of Int stage 
Salt “pe — Theatres in 


has 


kept | 


takes | 


as- | 


Hyman, v.p. of the Par- | 





Selznick’s Added N.Y. Space 


David O. Selznick’s Vanguard 
Films expanded its offices in New 
York this week by taking additional 


BU. LEVEL 


HAYDEN TALBOT 


Los Angeles, Nov. 26 
proximity breeds familiarity 


' 


By 


If 


| and if the latter actually does father | 


| the adaged disdain—exhibitors here- 


| 
| 


Theatres i 





School’s Out, Mats Boom 


Minneapolis, Nov. 26. 
Strike of public school teachers 
in St. Paul, necessitating closing of 


space in a building around the cor- | @bouts might reasonably be expected | schools, is break for theatres. With 
} . rt | ° . ° ° 
to be the most virulent of the coun- | kiddies on enforced vacation matinee 


ner from its headquarters at 48th 


|street and Madison avenue. 
| publicity 


ments went into the new offices at 
18 E. 48th street. 


Space was formerly occupied by 
toss Federal Service, theatre check- 
ing activities of which have been 
absorbed by Confidential Reports. 


TNeb. Schools 
~ In Educ Pix Pla 


Omaha, Nov. 26. 
Twenty - nine Nebraska high- 
schools were named by Dr, Wesley 
C. Meierhenry to cooperate an 
experiment in 


Plan is to 


| 


in 
for educational pix 
_Nebraska public schools. 


| participate in a program to be car- | 


ried out by the University of 
| Nebraska, University of Omaha and 
| four Nebraska teachers colleges. 
Dr. Meierhenry, of the University 
|of Nebraska Extension division and 
project director, said two types of 
| films will be shown, one to aid class- 
|room instructors in general science, 
biology, physics, geography and his- 
|tory. The other will be designed to 
in student assemblies on sub- 
| jects of international relations, aero- 
nautics, health and safety, music 
and art. 
| The project is being financed by a 
| $15,400 grant from the Carnegie 
|Corp. of New York City, $10,000 
|worth of films from Teaching Film 
| Custodians, Inc., $5,000 from the 
‘same corporation to purchase or 
}rent other films and 600 films from 
|the Encyclopedia Brittanica Films, 
|Inc., on a “cost of production” basis 
for the duration of the projects. 
The Nebraska experiment starts 
jearly next year. Main object is to 
|determine the extent to which teach- 
ing in small high schools can be im- 
proved and expanded through use 
of high standard educational films. 


Hughes Vs. MPA Off Till 
1947; UA Action Pends 


Further action on the anti-trust 
suit brought against the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. by Hughes Tool Co. was 
put off until Jan. 21, 1947, in N. Y. 
federal court last week. Suit was 
begun by Howard Hughes several 
months ago when the MPA revoked 
the advertising seal from “The Out- 
law” on grounds that it violated 
their advertising code provisions. 

Delay action was made by Judge 
Alfred C. Coxe, according to a stip- 
ulation previously agreed upon by 
aitorneys for both sides. On the 
_new date testimony will be heard 
, concerning Hughes’ reply to MPA’s 
‘counterclaim to the suit, and an- 
| swers filed by him. According to 
present indications, no actual trial 
; action will begin until the end of 
1947. 

Meanwhile, 
| Vision, decision was reserved on an 
| appeal by United Artists from a rul- 
ing by Supreme Court Justice Car- 
roll G. Walter in which he refused 
to compel three Broadway houses to 
exhibit “The Outlaw.” Film was 
| originally booked into the Gotham, 


use 








! 
| 
| 





| Republic and Rialto, but all three | 


houses said they had been warned 
by N. Y. City License Commissioner 
Benjamin Fielding that they 
| have their licenses revoked if they 
insisted upon exhibiting the 
| UA sued for a mandatory injunction 
to compel the theatres to show the 
film. Action brought by Fielding to 
{have the State Motion Picture Divi- 
| sion prevent the exhibition of “Out- 
|law” on the ground that the ad- 
vertising indecent is currently 


is 


| under consideration. 


in the Appellate Di- | 


might | 


film. | 


| diligent inquiry has elicited fewer 


gripes from Southern California ex- | 


hibs than you will hear in an hour 
in, say, Philadelphia. 

Whatever the reason for this toler- 
jance, it is certainly not because 
| things are any less tough for the 
| indie in Santa Monica or Pasadena 
|or Hollywood blvd. itself. Here, to 
|as great a degree as everywhere 
else, are all the beef-creating ele- 
ments—allegedly exorbitant percent- 
ages, excessive clearances, insuffi- 
cient product and all the rest. But 
here, in sharp contrast to other parts 
of the country thus far covered, the 
majority of the exhibs who let down 
their back hair and talked straight 
to this scribe made it plain they 
understand and have sympathy with 
the problems confronting the men 
whose job it is to make present plans 
materialize into 1947’s screen fare. 

Strike as Example 


It’s understandable enough — es- 
pecially in existing circumstances, 
with strike pickets and cops milling 
about the approaches to studio after 
studio. The dumbest cluck couldn't 
|help realizing something is wrong 
when, in a half hour’s drive from 
| Burbank to Culver City, he sees the 


{ 





swarms of the armed gendarmerie. 
Naturally Los Angeles exhibs 
drive past these demonstrations 
twice daily at least on their way 


| 
| 
and from their homes. It’s a 


| to 


| cinch for them to appreciate the im- | 


possibility of Technicolor and 
| other labs to turn out prints these 
days, to mention a single item. 
Rodney A. Pantages, son 
outstanding showman pioneer and 
now boss of the Hollywood Pantages 
theatre, says: 


Finds Pix Biz Tops 1940 
But 8% Below *45 Level 


“I consider Varrety’s recent find- 
ings—showing business off 8% for 
the whole country as compared with 
wartime peaks—are about right. In 
my case, current business is defi- 
nitely better than it was in 1940, but 
1946 will not be as good as 1945. 

“So far as I can see, business 
should hold up during 1947, but it 
can 
disturbances and other 
causes. 

“I note many of the exhibitors 
whose views have appeared in this 
series of articles in Varrery believe 
the absolute limit of operating costs 
has already been reached. I do not 
share this view. I believe operating 
costs have not yet reached their 
peak. I fully anticipate it will cost 
me more to operate in 1947 than it 
did in 1946, notwithstanding the fact 
the 1946 figures will top any previ- 
ous year. 

“I agree, however, admission 
prices have reached the saturation 
point. I can not envisage raising ad- 
mission prices further unless run- 
away inflation further devaluates 
the dollar, or operating costs go 
clear out of reason.” 

(Although Pantages did not elab- 
orate, it was obvious he believes his 
'customers would stand a further 
hiking of prices—if they discovered 
their dollar was buying less 


unnatural 














ja convincing showing of additional 
operating costs.) 
Theatre Bidg. Plans 

“The fact considerable new build- 
jing is projected in this area is the 
best evidence, it seems to me, oper- 
| ators hereabouts are not pessimistic 
about either future operating costs 
or the reaction of the public to a 
| further increase of admission prices. 


|Of course, like other places Los 
| Angeles and the adjoining territory 
jhave their share of inexperienced 


| investors who think all you have to 
ido to make a fortune is to run a 
(Continued on page 19) 


Its | trys buyers of Hollywood’s product. ! patronage is zooming. 


and advertising depart- | Not a little to this mugg’s surprise, a Radio stations however will start 


broacasting lessons and give chil- 
| dren studies to keep them home. 





' 


sign-carrying boys and girls parad- | 
ing up and down under the eyes of | 


the | 


of the | 


be seriously affected by labor | 


of | 
everything else, or if he could make | 


| 
| 
| 
able. 
| 
| 


Court Ruling Hits 
Authors Guild 


Committee for Action in the Au- 
thors’ Guild insurgent group seeking 
mandatory leasing of ‘copyrights to 
publishers, films and radio, won one 
step in its battle when Supreme 
Court Justice Bernard L. Shientag 
Monday (25) ordered the Guild’s 
governing council to turn over a list 
of the group’s 2,000 members and 
their addresses to the Committee. 
Court also directed the Guild to re- 
veal all formal resolutions made by 
the council during the past year 
while refusing a request that min- 
utes of the meets be made avail- 





Reason attributed by the Commit- 
tee for seeking the data, which Jus- 
tice Shientag found proper, was to 
be able to carry on its fight by 
pressing its views with individual | 
members. Annual membership meet- 
ing Committee argued, was inade- | 
quate for this purpose since the | 
membership is large and geographé | 
cally diffuse. Access to records was 
bitterly opposed by the council, 
which asserted that many of objec- 
itives of the dissidents had either 
been already attained or efforts to- 
| wards achieving them were in the 
| works. 


Lengthy court opinion, in effect. 
found petitioner's motives proper 
{and held that “an attempt to im- 


| pugn or replace its (Guild) present 
leadership” was a justifiable basis 
for seeking information. Fact that 
Committee had previously lost out 
at Guild’s annual meet in its move 


a Predicted 


| 
' 
perv agai 


n All Communities 


ganging up of the po- 


liticos on the theatre business is un- 


;}der way and the film industry is 
|} squirming on the postwar tax hot- 
|}seat as localities on countrywide 


basis are putting in their pitch for 
added ticket and license levies. Six- 
month survey of tax condtions, com- 
piled by American Theatres Assn., 
turns up tax raids by cities, towns 
and villages in 23 of the 48 states 
Notable is the fact that every one of 
the leading cities in the country has 
tried, if not succeeded, to boost their 
theatre taxes in the past half year 
Survey indicates surprising num- 


i ber of defeats meted to the raiders. 


Approximately half of the proposals 
to hike taxes have bit the dust and 
more important, theatremen have 
succeeded so far in beating down all 

at boosts in every prin- 
|ciple city except Philadelphia. In 
| that town, after a long knockdown 
|battle, the gravy boys hoisted the 
local admission 4% 
current 10%. 

The tax forays are taking three 
forms, exhibs note. Most popular in 
the past half-semester has been the 
penny-ante boost on ticket prices. 
Other ways of extracting coin have 
been steep increases in theatre li- 
;censes and the straight percentage 
take on grosses. It was the last 
method, considered by exhibs the 
junfairest of all, which Sedalia, Mo. 





tax from to a 





solons imposed against city’s three 
theatres. L’affaire Sedalia became a 
cause celebre when the houses 


promptly retaliated by shuttering— 
in which state they remained for 
three months. 

In a birdseye of top cities, survey 
notes that New York, Los Angeles, 
St. Louis and Chicago have licked 

(Continued on page 32) 


FILM CHARITY DRIVE 
READY AT BARRIER 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Second-annual United Appeal in 
picture industry will tee off here 
Monday (2). No goal has been set 
but the Permanent Charities Com- 
mittee directors expect it to top the 
$1,546,375 raised in last year’s drive. 

Fund-raisers are M. C. Levee, Ed- 
ward Arnold, Carl Cooper, Sheridan 
Gibney, George Stevens, Cecil Bard- 








to upset 
no argument against it continuing 
the battle, the court said. 


Committee is demanding estab- 
lishment of basic minimum terms 
for magazine articles and other ob- 
jectives in addition to a uniform 
contract which would _ substitute 


current management was; 


well, W. Ray Johnston, Regis 
Toomey, Frank Carothers, J. P. Mc- 
Gowan, Pat Somerset, Adrian Mc- 
Calmen, Ray Young, O. B. Johnston, 
James Johnston, John Lipscomb, Leo 
Brown, Marvin Ezzell, Don Blair, H. 
J. Glick, George Bagnail, H. P. Rat- 
liff, R. B. Sullivan, William K. Hop- 
kins, Charles Lacey, A. H. McCaus- 





leasing for outright sales. 





Lou Bunin’s Cartoon Pix 
Have French Govt. Accord 


Lou Bunin, Hollywood puppet | 
cartoon maker, arrives in France | 
today (Wednesday) on the invitation 
of French Pathe and the French 
government to establish a puppet 
filmery in Paris. Bunin plans to stay 
about two weeks on this trip, setting 
the deal, and will go back to France 
in about March with a staff of 10 to 
15 people. 

Initial picture is to be “Alice in 
Wonderland.” It will be made with 


! E 
| Newman, Clarence Hutson and Bob 


land, Ross Hastings, A. B. Hilton, H. 
McCroskey, Jack Tingle, A. A. 


Fennell. 





Cicero, Ill, Exhib Files 
Amicus Curiae Plea 


Belated petition to file a brief in 
the anti-trust suit as amicus curiae 
was submitted Monday (25) in the 
N. Y. federal court by Palace Thea- 
tre Corp., operator of the Palace, 
Cicero, Ill. Applicant declared that 
it has information concerning com- 





plastic dolls of a type Bunin in- 
vented and first used in Metro's | 
“Ziegfeld Follies” this year. Cost is 
said to be about one-fourth regular 
cartoon manufacture. 

| French offer to Bunin was made 
|some months ago, but he held off 
pending negotiations with Para- 
mount on a combination live-action 
and puppet pic. 





|to get Wanda Hendrix, moppet who 
| was to play “Alice” into a film which 
| could be started and completed com- 
paratively soon. She’s in Bing 
Crosby's forthcoming “Welcome, 
Stranger” and Par wants to build 
her on the basis of her appeal 
that 

Pathe has offered to provide stu- 
dio and backing for Bunin in Paris, 


with technicians being paid via 
dollars achieved by release of the 
film in the U. S. French govern- 


ment’s interest is in using the puppet 
| pic to build up foreign exchange. 


Deal fell through | 
a few weeks ago because Par wanted | 


in | 


petitive bidding which it feels the 
court should have at hand. Info 


| would be turned over to the three 


judges in the form of 2@ memoran- 


| dum, Palace says, providing judicial 


okay is granted to application. 

At close of decree hearings on 
Oct. 23, court fixed 10 days within 
which to file all papers governing 
the decree. 








Bendix Starrers Cut 


Into Single Feature 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

William Bendix’ first two pictures, 
| “Taxi, Mister” and “The McGuerins 
of Brooklyn,” produced as Stream- 
| liners by Hal Roach in 1941, will be 
| combined, re-edited and reissued as 
| a single feature. 

| Picture, cut to 68 minutes and ene 
| dowed with a new title, will be dis- 
| tributed by Favorite Films of New 
-York, which handles all Roach 
| reissues 
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Abie’ s Irish Rose 


1 Art lease ¢ Bing Osh) 
l cluctior s s Joanne 
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Li k 1,200 people of all taith 
or ead ie Mal ( I New 
Yu H« A a) lO Dp l le 
BP: B « B | 
( l acl a pice ) tne AnNtl- 
Defamation League. Speakers of all 
denominations stressed the fine inter- 
faith work being done by the ADL. 
On Sunday (94) a Thanks to 
Thanksgiving” dinner at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria. under auspices of the 
National Conference of Christians 
and Je. made reco ition of the 
contributio to America national 
life bv the five nk ’ public in- 
for i pres t ( 0, filn 
acdve °¢. Two ( nce, spe- 

if} De 6. { W ort 
a enterté ment trv luncheo 
a again under auspice of the Na- 
tional Conference of Chrisuuans anda 
Jews, will jointly honor Irving Ber- 
lin Robert Sherwood and Spyros 
Skouras for their work in interfaith 
1 tions 

These are of-the-moment capsule 
highlights of the awareness of show 
business towards the national and 
international nec : for understanding 
It is because of its harsh contrast to 
that fact that a poe such as this | 
remake of “Abie’s Irish Rose” stands 
out. “Abie’s Irish Rose” was spawned 
in an era when the world was at} 
ease and, as a play, it enjoyed full 
SUCCESS. None is better aware|' 
of “Abie’s” b.o. appeal than VARIETY. | 
Iis multi-touring companies from 
Azusa to Australia. from South Caro- | 
lina to South Africa, made Anne] 
Nichols’ property an all-time box- | 
office champion whose record in| 
many respects may never be shat- | 
tered. 

A play about Abie Levy who mar- 


ries Rosemary Murphy that can be- 
come a $10,000,000 industry has every 
right to inspire showmen to refurbish 
it anew for successive generations. 
Whether it’s “Life With Father,” 
“Over the Hill,” “Way Down East” 
or a Tom show—succt ssive genera- 
tions have found something in these 
and kindred entertainments to merit 
support. Unquestionably that was 
the logic of the production staff. But 
one thing has a bearing here which 
has no parallel in any of the other 
show biz perennials. Many “Hebe 
comics” once enjoyed applause and 
approbation. The Tad comic and 
“Irish Justice” were surefire and po- 
tently valuable for laughs. But cir- 
cumstances have long since altered 
the situation. When minorities be- 
come political footballs, when all the 
energies of postwar rehabilitation 
seem to focus on an effort for bet- 
ter understanding, when the very 
premise of the clannish Poppa Levy 
and the bejabers Murphy militates 
against the popular thinking of the 
aday—when all these factors loom so 
large in the public consciousness, it 
just doesn’t figure that this screen 
version of “Abie’s Irish Rose” will 
make popular entertainment. 

The essence of film fare is obvi- 
Ously to entertain. This one doesn't. 
It can’t, when the fundamentals are 
as meretricious as unwind in these 
hokey 96 minutes. Nor does it suf- 
fice to dismiss it as merely hokum. 
There is commercial hoke and there 
is spurious buncombe. This celluloid 
concoction, for all its elementary plot 
development. is untimely. 

No longer 








is it a ease of love con- 
quers all. No longer is it the plot of 
Rabbi Samuels and Father Whalen 
standing benignly in the background 
as the old codgers. Solomon Levy 
and Patrick Murphy, react explo- 
sively when they learn of the mar- 
Triage of Abie and Rosemary. No 
lonver is it just a happy finale around 


a Christmas tree as the twins, a boy 
and girl for the unwilling grand- 
fathers, bridge the religious chasm 
between the two families. It is the 
overtones and the exaggerated by- 
play. the bits of business and gar- 
goyle histrionics which display what 
may have been intended as pleas- 
antries but which turn into unpleas- 
ant seenes. Michael Chekhov 


plays 
papa Levy in a manner to rebuff in- 
stead of amuse an audience. And no 
ambulance chaser could be the re- 
incarnation of George E. Stone's ver- 
sion of the family lawyer. 
Fundamentally the story has be- 
come a topical misfit. It opens with 
uJira-modern young Abie Levy meet- 


ing USO-Camp Shows entertainer 
Rosemary Murphy in a V-E Day 
London mixup. resulting in their 


marriage by an Army chaplain (inci- 
dentally Protestant. so as to get in 
all the three faiths, which didn’t 
exist in the original play). Papa Levy 


is patently a prosperous Bronx de- 
partment store owner: his place of | 
business, his household and _ his 


friends bespeak prosperity, But 
thereafter this premise falls apart for 
he has the prejudices of a pushcart 
peddler, and barrister Isaac Cohen 
(Stone) and Mrs. Levy ‘(Vera Gor- 








. 7 . 
don who, somehow, manages a M tu a 
| slightly more restrained character- Ina re eviews 
ization) are depicted as narrow- 


“Abie's 


UA) 


Irish Rose” 
Embarrassing remake 


(Crosby- 


of 


minded nitwits 
Many people seem certain to object 


: » dated stor 

to some of the dialog. Such phrases a dated to y. — 
as “Rosemary—what a name for a| The Best Years of Our Lives 
nice little Yiddisha girl!” ‘¢with (Goldwyn-RKO). <A_ boxoffice 


;marked horror) offends 
ll wince 


non-Jews as 
at Chekhov’ 


ponanza 








others Ww s need- “The Yearling” Color) 
less philosoph about all the kill i(M-G) Se tive version of 
that goes into a fine piece of cloth Pulitzer prize novel wide 
(business of tinge ig the texture ana mma’ 
. dig . j 3 gh “Lady in the Lake” Metro) 
Chek sigue sal ages ates tiok Robert Montgomery \udrey 
All the cliche of shoulder shru rotte Raymond Chandler de- 
pti ed palm ind Papa Levy « } tective tory. surefire bD.O 
plainin about payn ‘S100 for “Wake Up and Dream” ‘Color- 
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aD Le \ tna sure | ure 7 = smily de 
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"Re ( a - ny e- Prue rem cad Sta color “eniaht Grav 
more since the ‘ i the othe i de “Betty Co-ed” (Songs) (Col) 
For instance, Patrick Murphy's steady N.s.g. treatment of campus snob- 
pugnaciousness, the constant har-|  bery plus Jean Porter singing 
rangues which include a scoffing at} several notches above. 
“that Jew person,” the APA, an “Sioux City Sue” (Songs) 
Orange-man and “I'd die of shame”| (Rep). Gene Autry’s first post- 
ie * 7 irphy <A oe oe war oatuner is standard western. 

é te «© icis «al LOW ail CLD . . . . . . 
RB = Gosc ine gna malt of ianmeate “Bringing Up Father . (Songs 
ing, there emerges the fact that this (Mono). Adaptation of George 
$550.000 budgeter at least ay prove McManus’ King Features strip 

0 scree test for Joanne Dru Ii fa ave D.O 

d Ric} i} Norris, the titular Rose “The Return of Monte Christo” 
and Abie. Both impress person- ‘Col). Dumas pays off again 
able and for screen potential are IN| Swag buckling adventure piece 
rh cae tae Se Pikes or greta, with plenty of b.o. . 
Merritt in Army chaplain, Is an- i # a 
wrwid eden oo J M. ~ paneer oe does | “Affairs of Geraldine” (Rep) 
a saner job as the Irish father than } Jane Withers in a so-so pro- 
does the kosher hamming of Michael| &rammer that’s handicapped by 
Chekhov. Emory Parnell and Art | poor story. 
Baker give a semblance of balance “Wild West” (Songs Color) 
to their roles as priest and rabbi. (PRC). Cowboy opera in Cine- 

It is understood that certain color of superior grade. 
changes already have been made via “Sweetheart of Sigma Chi” 
editing and, of course, as is the ordi- (Musical ) (Mono). Collegiate 
nary trade practice, the picture in- ; , 
dustry's recognized trade organiza- musical with hep tunes for lis- 
tions- the Eric Johnston office, ete.— tening pleasure. Good b.0. 
along ith the usual theological | 

techn ical advisers” undoubtedly ~ : 
have given this 46 remake of “Abie” | al inker makes his performance easily 
more than casual attention. But | one of the year's cinematic outstand- 
whatever the master-minding back | €?S. Given a v.p. title and a return- 
if the camera, the film emerges as a|/9& War hero's salary boost as the 
disturbing feature of nebulous enter- | bank's officer in charge of small 
tainment value in this day and age. | loans to Gls, he tells off the smug 


| doubletalking bankers about 
collateral” 


Abel. 


“secure 
by exercising innate judg- 





| ment, predicated on human values 
Best Years of Our Lives.) and faith in the American future. In 
RKO release of Samuel Goldwyn produe- |a Couple of scenes which by their 
tion, Stars Myrna Loy, Fredric Mar ch, very underplaying hit hard h@ scores 
Dams Andrews, Ie resa W righi; fe tures a single-handed thespic triumph. 
Virginia Mayo, athy O'Donnell, Harold r : “Rete a 
Renseti. Moagy Carmichael. Ditected be Then there is Hoagy Carmichael 
William Wyler.  Secreenpl Robert KE. | as the laconic piano-playing tavern- 
Shérwood from MacKinlay Wantor’s novel, | keeper who teaches the amputated 
Gory tor eee Tole et pion wen |ex-seaman how to play the ivories 
on ‘a, ve olana: ¢ ‘ ) rie Me 

dell. ‘Tradeshown Nov, 21, “46, Running with those trick lunch-hooks. The 
time, 165 MINS, songsmithing actor has become quite 
Milly Stephenson Myrna Loy |a trouver. Gladys George does well 
Al Stephenson Mredrie March | as blowsy stepmother to Dana An- 
eum Migs. ERS Mla Pana Awarews | drews, whose pop (Roman Bohnen) 
Marie De “cp PERE “Virginia Mayo lives in frowzy gin-reeking exist- 
Wilma Cameron Cathy O'Donnell | ence down by the railroad tracks, 
Butch Engie............. Hioaxy Carmichael} only suddenly awakening to the 
ace lag None poe y ree boy’s military prowess which has 
oOrlense “) _ Awlaays OO . . 
Wat Shenoy. 2 asst ok. oman Bohnen | Made the kid from the wrong side of 
Mr. Milton. ......ccsscec ......-Ray Collins|the tracks emerge an officer. It 
Cliff... re tetterecere ee Bleve CO sen takes Andrews a little longer to find 
~ tage wl el eae vores Munna Gombe. | himself but he does in that telling 
Mrs. Cameron,.sesscsecers .Dorothy Adams final scene which augurs well for 
NN a Ss ah 4 eben Bae Don Beddoe | him and Miss Wright. 
weedy . piace ageh aoe qc: Victor, Cutler The pace of the picture is a bit 
Sulla. .......eccvccce .»-.-Erskine Sanfore Son 30m y i to a 
Luella Parrish....... «+s. .Marlene Aameés leisurely. Almost a full hour is re 
Rob Stephenson...........s.- _Michael Hall | quired to set the mood and the moti- 
Prew.... Awe viene ....-(harles Halton | vation, but never does it pall. Not a 
Thorpe ‘Howland Chamberlin | line or scene is spurious. The peo- 


ple live; they are not mere shadow 
etchings on a silver sheet. The real- 
ism is graphic; the story compelling; 


Samuel Goldwyn’s “ 


The Best Years 
of Our Lives” 


is one of the best pic- 


tures of our lives. It’s the type of |the romantic frailties and the human 
film production which belies Gold- | little problems confronting 


each of 
the group are typical of the headlines 
in stressing the impact of postwar 
readjustment and faith in the future. 
Abel. 


Will It Teach Wall St. 
Suckers Not to Bite? 


Probably the most ambitious two- 
reeler produced especially for public 
relations purposes, the film produced 
by the March of Time for the N. Y. 
Stock Exchange, preemed last Sun- 
day (24) night over WNBT, NBC’s 
N. Y. television outlet. Stock ex- 
change execs are currently huddling 
with toppers of exhib organizations 
in an attempt to line up some form 


wyn’s own well-publicized interview 
of last week that the British would 
soon seriously challenge America as 
pacemakers in motion picture pro- 
duction because of what he terms the 
| Britishers’ more realistic approach to 
films. 

Ballyhooey or otherwise, Goldwyn 
fundamentally doesn’t need any spu- 
rious spotlighting on his “Best 
Years.” In the MacKinlay Kantor 
novel, as dramatist Robert E. Sher- 
wood has transmuted into a screen- 
play and director William Wyler has 
vivified it, the producer has a fun- 
damental story which will sell around 
the world. As the postwar saga of 
the soda jerk who became an Army 
officer; the banker who was mus- 
tered out as a sergeant; and the sea- 
man who came back to glory minus 
both his hands, “Years” is right out 








in top fashion the place of the stock 
their | exchange in the nation’s economy 


is the smalltown bank veepee’s beau- 
teous wife. Teresa Wright plays 














daughter, who goes for the already- | and how the e:change can be used 
}married Dana Andrews with full| by people wishing to invest their 


|knowledge of his wife (Virginia 
| Mayo, who does a capital job as the 
cheating looker). Both femmes in 


| savings. In view of the prosperity 
| era following World War I and the 





this triangle, along with Andrews, do | toe ate egy page gy cram, the most 
their stuff convincingly. on Oe oe the short “ prob- 
Cathy O'Donnell, newcomer, does ably its caution against indiscrimi- 
her sincerely-in-love chore with the |"! speculation. ; . 
same simplicity as Harold Russell Plans for distributing the film the- 
the $200-a-month war-pensioned | @trically are presently stymied by 
hero, who, since he has lost his | the fact that it runs 18 minutes, with 
hands in combat, spurns Miss O’Don-! most theatres unwilling to accept 
nell because he never wants '0}any such commercial pic of more 
faliy aaaey des poco + Fa ya nig than 10 minutes’ duration. If thea- 
ory ene of saveneh umasmeeniina high trical distribution plans are worked 
spots. ut, the exchange will probably foot 
March's forthright stance as banker, | “he bills and may pay exhibs for | 
father and free-and-casy bourbon running it. 


| Wyman 
| their 
| meagre 
| their offspring Jody (Claude 


i when the 


| 
scamper through the woods unafraid 


| 


1 his 
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The Yearling 
(COLOR) 


Metro } ‘ larem ie vn «Sieh 
j clireeted = by 
Wyman; fe ures 
Paul Os- 
Kinnan 
eorbed tibet 


‘ a’ \ 
Brown 
la 
Vi si 
lon novel 


ephe 


ne 
enpiny by 
Marjorie 
Stothart 
Mread'k 
hie lLeon- 


v 


ley Delius: 


Marjorie 
Pulitzer 
taken almost a 
muted to the screen 
it is. Film, like story 

le attention bec of its surefire 

ingredients, the heart-warming 
ot earth, family and 
of the 1ll-y oid Bax- 


t! com- 


Kinnan 
pri 


Raw lings’ 
ewinning 
ll this time 


novel h 
to be 
and a 


«i> 
trans- 
fine job 
will command 
ae “Aus ¢ 
bask 
ry 
LOY 


food Les 
Jody 


he 


eal 
it fi ! vn 
1 to put out o 
ling 

Florida scrub 
of the Baxters, and 
about Gregory Peck and 
(starred) in the fight 
very existence, while 
patches of crops 


is 
pecomes 

The 
lox ale 


Locuses 


country ts 
the 


the 
story 
Jane 


raising 
and also 
Jarman, 
The lad becomes a man, for all 
meagre years, in a great love 
and effort to ward off destruction of 
his pet yearling, albeit it be at the 
kindly hands of his parents. But 
constantly destructive deer 
whom Jody has learned to 


ar. 


-with 


even scales the barricade 
the boy single-handedly built 
supposed protection against another 
destruction of the crops, the year- 
ling’s die is cast. When the mother’s 
poor marksmanship wounds the faun, 
and the crippled Peck is unable to 
kill it himself, the lad must fire the 
fatal shot to put the animal out of 
misery. 


which 


as a 


Against this simple background is 
projected the struggling existence of 
a slightly-better-than-Tobacco-Road 
family; the tilling of the soil which 
gives them the bare necessities; the 
height of ambition which is focused 
around getting the toil-worn mother 
a well right outside her window, 
that she need not tote the 
many yards down the road. 


All done in a minor key, the un- 
derplaying is sometimes too static 
but, just as the interest lags, director 
Clarence Brown injects another 
highlight. The underlying power is 
impressive. The sentiment and the 
dramatic grip of the simple elements 


so 
water 











of your neighbors’ lives. Or, maybe, of national theatrical distribution 
even your own. for the short. 

Inspired casting has newcomer Titled “Your Money at Work,” the 
Harold Russell, a real-life amputee. | film follows the usual MOT format 
pacing the seasoned trouper, Fredric | with narration by MOT commentator | 
March, for personal histrionic tri- | Westbrook Van Voorhis. - aneieen 
umphs. But all the other perform- | a) ee) oe : 
ances are equally good. Myrna Loy no special sales pitch but outlines 


are undeniable. The primitiveness 
of it all is arresting. The admixture 
of family love, the good earth and the 
love of the boy for his pet deer are a 
sure-fire combination for any audi- 
ence. Then, too, there are a couple of 
shockers like the battle of the bear 
with the dogs; or when Pa Baxter 
(Peck) is bit by a rattler. He is com- 
pelled to kill a doe so that its innards 
become a primitive antitoxin to the 
snake bite. It’s that startled doe 
whose faun is adopted by Jody and 
when it becomes a yearling it be- 
comes the climactic punch of the 
story. 


Back of the camera the elements 
are the ultimate in almost portrait | 
Technicolor photography, technic al | 
detail and, above all, casting. Claude 
Jarman, Jr., is a find as the lad. 
trouping his chore naturally 
cerely to such a degree that the re- 
alistic impact eclipses the awareness 
that here’s a highly talented new- 
comer. The rangy,. bony Peck and the 
stoic Miss Wyman are capital as his 
parents. The rest are relative bits, but 
all vivid. Donn Gift as the crippled 
neighbor lad, Chill Wills, Margaret 
Wycherly, Forrest Tucker, Clem Bev- 
ans, Henry Travers and Chick York 
being especially outstanding. 

Producer Sidney Franklin and di- 
rector-producer Clarence Brown 
have successfully captured all the 
warmth and appeal of the book and, 
save for the need for some cutting, 
since the 135-min. pic could stand 
| excising, it’s one of the. better con- 
tributions to the screen, Abel. 


Lady in the Lake 


Metro release of George Haight 
tion, St: Rabert Montgomes 
Totter; features Tloyd Nolan, 
Leon Ames Directed by Robt 
ery screenplay, Fisher 
novel by Raymond Chandler 
(*., Vogel editor, 
David Snell Trades 
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Ihillip 
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“Lady in the Lake” 
than any film in 
the capabilities of Hollywood 
|fresh, new, imaginative 
i have not yet been reached. 


proves, 
recent years. 


more 
that 
for 


and sin- | but Tom Tully scores as the detective 


1938 | 


> 
stitutes a novel method of teljing the 
story, in which the camera itself is 
ithe protagonist, playing the lead role 
| from the subjective viewpoint of star 


Robert Montgomery. New idea co 


off excellently, transferrin what 
otherwise would have been a fair 
whodunit into socko screen fare 
Revolutionary system ha lever 
jbeen tried before by any American 
company and Metro rates a helty nod 
for attempting it on a bis-budgeted 
production, Idea will pay off through 
plenty of word-of-mouth ad y 
Coupled with the marqu of 
Montgomery’s name and at 
audience are already acquainted 
vith the detective in R nd 
Chandler's novels (Dick PP: t nN 
“Murder, My Sweet” and Hu pI €V 
Bogart in “The Big Sleep”) 1] 
| make med film a top ad ! 
iuation 
Credit for the excellent ra- 
jtion of the subjective camera goes 
equaily to Montgomery for his direc. 
tion, Paul C. Vogel for hi ensing 
j}and the entire cast for handling the 
difficult assignment so capably. Mont- 


for | 


| retrospect from a desk in 











New Camera Technique 


New subjective camera tech- 
nique introduced in Metro's 
“Lady in the Lake” ‘reviewed 

erewith), has never before been 

ied by an American produce) 
rut has been featured everal 
times in foreign films. Frenc! 
in particular, used it in prewa) 
produetions and always th 
telling results. 

American television beat the 
film companies to the punch 
vhen WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) used 
the system last summe! a 
video adaptation of radios 
“Lights Out” series, titled “First 
Person Singular.” NBC pro- 


ducer-director Fred Coe also did 
a topnotch job on the technique, 
vith the show receiving unani- 
mous accolades from reviewers. 








gomery starts telling the story in 
office, 
but when_the picture dissolves into 
the action, the camera 


Montgomery, presenting 


Ms 


be cones 
everything 


as it would have been seen through 
the star’s eyes. Only time Montgom- 
ery is seen thereafter is when he's 
| looking into a mirror or back at his 
|'desk for more bridging of the script. 

Camera thus gets bashed by the 
villains, hits back in turn, smokes 
cigarettes, makes love and, in one 


of the most suspenseful sequences, 
drives a car in a hair-raising 
that ends in a crash. Voge! 
capital job with the lensing 


race 
does a 
through- 


out, moving the camera to simulate 
the action of Montgomery's eves as 
he walks up a flight of stairs, ete. 
Because it would be impossible un- 
der the circumstances to cut from 
Montgomery to another actor to 
whom he’s talking, the rest of the 
cast was forced to learn much longer 
takes than usual, Fact that Mont- 
gomery is heard but not seen will 
probably rankle audiences for the 
first reel or so but after that they'll 
be drawn into the plot in a way 
they seldom have before. 

Steve Fisher has wrapped up the 
Chandler novel into a tivhtly-knit 
and rapidly-paced screenvlay. Mont- 


gomery plays private detective Phil- 
lip Marlowe, who’s dealt into a couple 
of murders when he tries to sell a 
story based on his expericiice, to & 
horror story mag. Audrey Totter, as 
the gal responsible for it all, looms 
as another major star on the Metro 
horizon, She’s fine in this, in both 
her tough-girl lines and as the love 
interest. Leon Ames is Okay as the 
publisher and Lloyd Nolan turns in 
a nice job as the tough city detective 


phe to get Montgomery. Jayne Mead- 


| 





Lockhart | 


ows overacts in an important role, 
captain, 

Producer George Haight has 
mounted the picture on rich-looking 
sets and follows through in ail ways 
on the requirements for the subjec- 
tive camera technique. Interesting 
thing to note from here in what 
use Hollywood will make of the new 
system in the future. Stal. 





Wake Up and Dream 


(COLOR—SONGS) 
20ih-Fox release of Walter Morcsco pres 
ution, Stars John Payne, June Haver 
fextures Charlotte Greenwood, Clem bBeve 


ans, Connie Marshall, John Jrelat Direet- 


ed by Lioyd Bacon, Screenplay, Klick Mell 
from novel by Robert Nathan; 18 Marry 
Ruby, Rube Bloom; camera, !t:' Vite ks 
son; music, Emil Newman; edits Robert 
Fritch Tradeshown Nov. 2) it, une 
ing time, 92 MINS, 
we ey ee vedheuks lohn Payne 
Jenn co eeeaserroveeees lune Thaver 
Nella vemeeetee Connie Marshall 
Henry Pecket.....eees- lem Bevans 
Sara March.....6e. ee Charlotte Creel wood 
Howard Williams......... John Treland 
TA. COMB. 064s 000608 Charles Russell 
Vir ABTIPPA..cecccece >) as 
roll-kheeper... SR cle velane 
Lt. ommander. , Charles D. Brown 
Even beautiful Technicolo: photog. 
raphy and top musical backing wil 
have a difficult time bringing mere 


than fair grosses for “Wake Up and 


Dream. 


Action drags after a promising ue- 


ginning. In a production Ww _— 
musie has a secondary positio!), 


songs and background, orchestra. ¥°) 

|cal and whistling effects 1" “Dream 

j are outstanding. One of the hanes 
“Give Me the Simple Life.” h@s a 


techniques | 
Film in-! 


(Continued on page 28) 
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...the magazine that 
knows plenty about 
i laughs and love and 
4 things like that, says: 


G the férfect 
(omed 4 ha 


Jack Mofhtt Esquire Magazine 
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They Run Around in Triangles in 





-AND EVERY ANGLE’S 
A BOXOFFICE ANGLE! 





A TRIANGLE 
SQUARES 
THEIR 
MARRIAGE .. 


SCRIPT 
LINED 
WITH 
LAUGHS! 


HAL WALLIS 
PRODUCTION 
KNOW-HOW! 
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. . BUT HE’S 
NOT THRU 
FIGHTING! 


+ AND 
| os JUST 
AND . ABOUT 


LORETTA i = —SsS*PEERRFEECTT! 
LOVES A ‘ 
BATTLE! 





WILL BRING 
HOLD-OVERS! 
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a seymo oon * with 


Loretta David 


Young - Niven 


HAL WALLIS 


production 


“The Perfect 
Marriage 


with 
EDDIE ALBERT 
Charlie Ruggles - Virginia Field 
Rita Johnson - Zasu Pitts 


Directed by Lewis Allen 
Screenplay by Leonard Spigelgass 


()-Yeat 











aramounts 


comedy that’s as 
much fun as love! 


*LIFE TOLD 20,000,000 ABOUT IT in a 
full-color feature. They figured Loretta’s neg- 
ligees had something to do with it! Could be! 


——.~ 
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motion pitcure house. Some of the 


| 


projected new building is repre- 
sented by these amateurs. But as 
much, if not more, is being planned 
by old hands in the industry. In a| 
situation like this, where there seems | 
to be no limit to be set on| 
the growth of population, it is man 

festly impossible to say the area is 


ovel seated. 
“Obviously I am in agreement 
with exhibitors generally who wish 


a single-feature policy could be 
made universal. We make a policy 
of single-billing on holidays and at 


weekends, but double-bill on othe: 
days. On rare occasions, in the 
case of a long super-attraction, we 
gingle-bill throughout the engage- 
We can’t believe, however, al! 
of our patrons would be satisfied 
with the average single-bill, so long 
as double-billing is generally prac- 
ticed in the vicinity. 


ment 


Few Exhib Gripes 


Continued from page 13 











for fear of reprisals. Only by con- 
certed action can anything be done. 
A step in this direction is a forth- 


coming convention of independent 
organizations representing the ex- 
hibitors of 28 States to which I'm 


Zoi 
trict is definitely off from last year’s 
figures At the peak hour, 
Monday to 
boxoffices average only 30 minutes. 
Busu in the subsequent run 
houses is also badly off, due to milk- 
the first-runs 


ng and their con- 
| trol of the second run houses. 
“Further boosts of admission 


“Your question as to whether | 
consider the quantity of product 
available to me today sufficient calls 
for a qualified answer. As far as 
our needs as a first-run theatre are 
concerned I can say yes, but I can | 
quite understand the reasons for a 


answer on the part ol sub- 
run exhibitors.” 


negative 
sequent 
Current Pix Top Pre-War 
In Quality, Sez Pantages 

Pantages continued: “As for the 
quality of current product I consider 
it not as good as, but better 
than prewar pictures. Whether this 
is a of ‘fewer and better,’ 01 
whether the improved quality 
would continue to be the rule even 


only 


case 


if the number of pictures were in 
creased, I am not in a position to 
say. But certainly the level of 


present production is higher than it 


was in 1946, 

“Not only is the product better, 
the quality of prints is above pre- 
war standards. Again, I suppose, I 
should qualify this answer by sas 
ing I speak only from my ow: 
experience. If temporarily, due to 


exceptional circumstances, the quan- 
tity of prints is not all it should be. 
I can understand gripes from some 


| Grante 


prices depend wholly on the action 
taken by producers and distributors. 
Unless they hike up their terms still 


further there'll be no change at the 


box office. 





| 


| 


Business in the Los Angeles dis- | 


from | 
Friday inclusive, lines at | 


N. Y. Cap’s Vets 


Capitol theatre, N.-Y., Loew’s 
top Broadway showcase, will 
award gold and diamond service 
pins to 51 employees with the 
theatre between 10 and 27 years 
at a backstage party tomorrow 
(Thursday) night. 


























Leasing of Cincy Keith's by U Breaks 
Into RKO Rule There; Xchange News 


Of the theatre’s 125 employees + Cincinnati. 
(not including 75 ushers), 51 ’ a of the 1,500-seat Keith's 
have been with the house long Goldwyn s Cracks Theatre 1ere by Universal Pictures 
enough to receive the pins. | for 15 years from City Investing Co, 
——aas Continued from page 11 of New York breaks into the down- 
— town domination by RKO Theatres, 
I say ‘The Outlaw’ is just another | Kind words, there’s been a backfire which operates seven of the other 
good western, It doesn’t rate a six | that may make his British trip a bit — parr stem locations. Second 
aici ter se  |on the embarrassing side. While | 20US¢ Outside the RKO Theatres fold 
} months run in one house any more | a : .., {is che Strand, 1,100-seater, in the 
[than any other good western would. | the statement he issued carefully re- |rejenews chain with subsequent 
It's simply because of the sexy bally- frained from making any direct com= | runs 
hoo it’s had. Mind you, we don’t| Parison of American and English Keith’s. a two-a-day vaude stand 
crowd on steam about this phase of films, the London papers did not. | until going straight film, was among 


Exhibs Deserve Break 

“IT understand this Vartery series 
has caused distributors to gripe 
against your paper’s making it ape. | 
pear the exhibitor is the only factor 
in the picture business. To this I 
say its about time somebody gave 
the exhibitor a break. After all, 
there are more than 13,000 of us. | 
But how many were invited to 


Washington when praise was being 
landed out for work done 
All you saw on 
White House 
producers and distributors and 
of the chain house exhibitors. 

‘d they did good work, so did 
the independents 
“Los Angeles i: 


the wal the dais 
at the 
shot 


a few 


sufficiently seated 


during | 


the picture. We merely say custo- 
mers will see it in its original uncut 
form. So up they roll, hoping for 
the worst. Funny part is nobody sets 
up a squawk—afterwards. 

“If ‘The Outlaw’ is sexy I’m Ca- 
ruso. How. can a picture be sexy 
when the leading lady is an Indian 


who now and again—answering the 
demands of the seript—lets loose 
with a couple of grunts? But there 


you are- 
lantic City and human nature being 
what it is—‘The Outlaw’ will still be 
lining ‘em up at the boxoffice long 
after just as good pictures have had 


their day and died.” 
(Next week: San Diego, Arizona 
j}and New Mevxico.) 


were the big |. 














Exhibs Bitter 


Continued from page 6 = 


12, and theii 
trol on 


voice will act as a con- 
proposals in the future 


| Business of one topper taking on a 


Certainly there is no new building 
| being planned by independents. I 
understand there are a few new 
houses projected by the Big Five, | 
but material and labor conditions 
ire unfavorable for building. Ags 
| for our houses—and I think this goes 
for the others—repairs and replace- 


subsequent run exhibitors who have | 


to put 
unde 
reason why the quantity and quality 
of prints should not satisfy every- 
body 

“To the best of my knowledge no 


up with faulty prints. 


But | 
normal conditions there is no} 


|; Was 


exhibitor in this territory has had | 


to face opposition from 16m 
shows. As a matter of fact I think 
most people these days are wise to 
the fact a thing is worth what it 


costs. So, if it costs nothing—well, 
Id hardly dignify it by calling it 


Opposition, 
Pressbook Okay 

“For my purposes I find producers 
pressbooks satisfactory, but a third 
time I must stress the point this is 
My own personal experience.” 

“Regarding the type picture my 
patrons like best, I'd say the matter 
does not arise. They go for high 
class, well made, entertaining pic- 
tures of any type. The putting of 
the question seems to me to be pred- 
icated on one-track-mind communi- 
ties. I can understand Milwaukee 
bohunks wanting plenty meat and 
potatoes—otherwise fast action west- 
erns. But in a community as ces- 
MmoOpolitan as Los Angeles there is a 
catholicity of taste making the type 
of picture immaterial. 

“Similarly the kind of pictures my 
patrons do not like are preachments 
or badly made pictures of any type 


ture to be unentertaining. 


free | 


L. A. No Different 
“But I refuse to subscribe to the 
idea Los Angeles is in any way 
|unique. The exhibitor here is up: 
against the same handicaps inde- | 


“To choose from among the new- | 


Comers to the sereen the most likely 


Star material of tomorrow seems to 
me 


|; bad pictures 


’e to be more up the producer's | 
alley than the exhibitor’s. Also, in | 
my case, I have a limited choice 
As we play Columbia and RKO) 
Products I must confine myself to 
their new personalities. Of these. 


Cornel Wilde seems to be the most 
Surefire of the new crop. 

“I have noted many different 
answers to your question as to what 
constitutes boxoffice poison. In my 
Own case there is only one answer 
—a bad picture.” 

Poole Sounds Off 

As against 

best-of- 


- all-worlds contrib, give an 
ar 


to Robert H. Poole, executive 
director of the Theatre Owners of 
Southern California and Arizona 
with headquarters at 1914 S. Ver- 
mont avenue, Los Angeles: 
_ 1 can’t discuss the validity of ex- 
‘sting contracts because the whole 
rage is sub judice ‘pending a ruling 
hibit osninston. The individual ex- 
‘Ditor may be positive his contract 
invalid, but he doesn’t dare sue 


ments are badly needed, but I see 
no immediate prospect of their being 
possible.” 

Of the 
this reporter 


other exhibs with whom 
talked, almost all ex- 
pressed sentiments as kindly to the 
producers as did Pantages. An ex- 
ception to the general rule was Al- 
bert A. Galston who operates the 
Hawaii and Marcal theatres. on 
Hollywood blvd. and the Center the- 
atre in East Los Angeles. Says Gal- 
Ston: 

“Let the rest of ‘em say what they 
like. I say business is as good as it 
a year ago. I'm referring to 
Greater Los Angeles. not my own 
situations. All the same Los Angeles 
has plenty of seats. New building 
now would result in overseating, 
just as happened between 1926 and 
1929. On the other hand the outlook 
pretty good. I don’t look for a 
final decision by Washington for at 
least three years. Meantime we'll 
keep on as we're doing now—doing 
business along business lines. 


Is 


pendents are up against everywhere. 
Extended runs hurt subsequent run 
houses in this territory as much as 
evervwhere else. Clearances are 
about the same. 

“The pressbooks are not so hot. 
They may be good enough for first 
run theatres, but that’s all. 

“T don't know how anybody can 
pontificate about the quality of the 
1946 product. There have been good 
pictures, and there have been bad 
pictures--exactly as there have al- 


: | Ways been. There has been a run of 
I'd say the cardinal sin is for a pic- | 


bad ones the last couple of months, 
but good ones are coming along, 
“Good or bad pressbooks. good or 
it’s up to the exhibito: 
to do the best with what he gets. We, 
for instance, go in for what other 
houses would call freakishly long 
runs. We've been playing “The Out- 
law’ for 19 weeks, and there's 
doubt about it, it will play well into 
1947 in the one house. Naturally we 


S 


have our own methods of hypoing 
business. but it’s our business. 
“For what it's worth to other ex- 


' 
| tell 


and without being such a 
meanie as to name the flick, I can 
you we did record-breaking busi- 


nidbitors, 


| ness for a long time with what was 
| undoubtedly one of the world’s worst 


this all’s-well-in-the- | 


| 
| pen 


pictures. It was so bad, in fact, we 
could—and did—interrupt it every 


few minutes with crazy gags pulled 


by stooges in the audience. From the | 


minute a patron bought his ticket he 
didn't know what was going to hap- 
to him—or her. So back they 
week after week—not to see 
the picture, but for fresh surprises, 
the gags being changed weekly. It 
was all for hilarity—and it worked. 
Sexy ‘Outlaw’ 
“So nobody should get sore when 


came 





no 





thanks to the Mayor of At- | 


| They made it appear that Goldwyn 
|said all U. S. pix were bad and all 
| English pix good. 

Goldwyn, of course, said no such 
And so, when the mob of re- 


| 


thing. 


the multi holdings of Ike Libson and 
associates. Libson died several 
years ago and his estate sold Keith’s 
Theatre and the 12-story office build- 
ing of which it is a part last April 





; to City Investment for a reported 
porters hits him the moment he | $1,165,000. RKO Theatres took over 
;reaches London, he’s going to be, Libson’s other downtown houses in 


|@red out by Goldwyn’s public rela- 
|tions staffers, some of whom, inci- 
dentally, were agin the statement- 


drive and then pushing the theatres | 
| into the proposition by reason of his 


potent position in the _ industry 
would be past tense, should the new 
org get going, those favoring it as- 
sert. 

New York 
ington, aftei 


carryover from Wash- 
full-day huddle at the 


|forced to say things that to them 
will appear to be backtracking and 
to 
get around that hasn’t yet been fig- 


unfavorable to the British. How 


making from the beginning. 


the late ’20s and also handled opera- 
tions of Keith’s, using it mostly for 
moveovers. 

For the last few- weeks Keith’s has 
been closed to permit remodeling at 


cost of $150,000 Reopening unde! 
Universal management is set for 
Thanksgiving eve for a War Nurses 


National Memorial Fund benefit pre- 





Zanuck Vs. Wanger view of “Magnificent Doll,” with 
Zanuck included in his swipe Wal- Ginger Rogers, one of film’s stars, 
y | due here for preem 
ter Wanger, who made some pessi-! 
|mistic comparisons between British | pars 
and American films following his re- | ; Ph s Chi Sales Meet aaa 
turn to Hollywood from a short visit J. Arthur Rank division of Uni- 


month. 


to England at the beginning of this 


versal holds its first sales meet Dec. 
5-6 at the Blackstone hotel. Chicago, 





with sales chief William J. Heine- 

“As to Mr. Wanger.” said Zanuck,| man wielding the gavel. Setting of 
‘he is a gentleman of high principles | national sales policy will be gabbed 
and lofty intentions, and a humdin-| as will be circuit and key-city sales 
ger when it comes to popular ora-| Problems. Heineman will be sec- 
tory. He, too, can do a lot to lift onded ad B. G. Kranze, asst general 
Hollywood from this mythical ‘mire’ "Cuahas oat be attended by J. J. 
by solemnly promising not to pro-| Qulahan. Lester Zucker, Joe Gins, 
|duce any more films like “Salome—| Jules Weill and Nick Lamatia, all 
Where She Danced’ as long as he| special sales reps. Weill was pro- 
lives.” moted last week from his spot with 


| 


On Goldwyn’s plea for more pix 


Astor hotel, came through with a|that the screen is a medium of en- 


recommendation of “cooperation 


with the U. S. Government during | ment. 
the postwai transitional period 
through any one duly designated 
agency truly representative of the 


Federal government, 
all branches’ thereof.” Industry 
committee, on its part, would rec- 
ommend a course of action on both 
Government films and those of na- 
tional charities. Operating commit- 
tees would be organized in each ex- 
change area without power to set 
policy 


representing 


Resolution also called for creation 
of national reviewing committee 
comprised of one or more persons 
repping for Allied States .Assn., 
American Theatres Assn., Confed- 
eracy of Southern Assns., Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners of America. 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, National Distributors Com- 
mittee and Pacific Coast Conference 
of Independent Theatre Owners. 


4 Conditions 


No films will be recommended un- 
less they are: 1. Of importance to 
public interest: 2. Contain no mat- 
ter of a political or controversial na- 
ture: 3. Factual and concise; 4. And 
shall be at the responsibility of the 
issuing agents and shall carry the 
name of the organization seeking 
exhibition, whether it be charity or- 
ganization or Government agency, 
“to the end that such film shall be 
recognized by the public as repre- 
senting an official statement from 
such agency.” 

National 


coordinating committee, 


aside from exhib organizations, con- 


sist of reps from the National Dis- 
tributors Committee, Motion Picture 
Assn., Society of Indegendent Mo- 
tion Picture Producers, film trade 
press, and the newsreels. 











U-Park Ave. 





I Continued from page 3 coe 


would give U an opportunity of mov- 


ing ahead on day-and-date first-runs | 


which company toppers favor as the 
best answer to skyrocketing produc- 
t10n Costs 


Palavering to 


lease his 


initiated by Reade 
widely publicized 


ter the Park Ave.’s run. 
now takes fourth-run product, and 
as a result management has been at 
the 
squawks from full-year subscribers. 
Reade had hoped to step up his po- 
sition several notches, but strong 
opposition from nabe exhibs has 
cooled any desire on the part of dis- 
tvibs to go along with him. 


Prestige Pictures, subdivision of the 
Rank 


. : nit. to sales supervisor for 
with something to say, Zanuck re-| >> _— . . 
ltorted: “It is pe o “we ble that Mr Kansas City, St. Louis, Omaha and 
aia ae es ; Cit) t. 
; ¥ — aw vee ‘| Des Moines. Gins was also named 
Goldwyii only now has discovered | jacst week, with his territory being 
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Indianap- 
lightenment as well as entertain-{ olis and Detroit He resigned as 


| 








| they 


Most Hollywood 


producers 


PRC district manager to assume the 


discovered this long ago and prac- | N€w post. 

ticed it both during and before the ie 

war, when such pictures were es- Goodman's UA 7, 
sential to the successful prosecution Matt Goodman aainek tesa 
of the war. Where was Mr. Gold-| manager for United Artists here, 
wyn when many of us were sitting | succeeding William Shartin, re- 
in the witness box berore the U. S.! signed. 


Senate Investigating Committee in 
1941” 
ing anti-Nazi films and for propa- 
gandizing in favor of Great Britain 
and her allies. 
the time was primarily 
with propagandizing the Goldwyn 
Girls.” 


We were charged with mak- 


. Mr. Goldwyn at | 
concerned | 


Goodman, with UA for more than 
20 years, has been most recently a 
member of the Cleveland sales force. 
He has worked in numerous central 
and midwestern territories. 


Moore Quits in Cedar Rapids 
Des Moines. 
With the resignation of Harry 








Moore. manager of Paramount, Ce- 








| Film Grosses 


Continued from page 3 =e 





to date. 


ing to go down. 
Seeing Morris About a Plan 
Among checks being made by ARI 
survey of small loan business. 
Gallupsters have found it has sud- 
denly swung way up after being 
static during the war. 


is 


of coin and borrowing in an effort 





incomes. 


Industry economists 


It indicates that with U.S. 
population up (now around 143,000,- 
000) the number of people who reg- 


They figure 
that means people are running out 


to maintain the standard of living 
set for themselves on wartime 


using other 


dar Rapids, Iowa, Tri-States Theatre 
Corp. promoted Francis Gillon to 
the spot. Moved over from the 
State, Cedar Rapids. Gillon’s State 


post goes to Davis Alexander, of 
Illini at Moline. Horace Spencer, 
manager of Garden theatre’ in 


Davenport, takes Alexander’s place 
at the Illini and Wm. Haver, assist- 


ularly attend films (at least once | ant manager of Fort, Rock Island, 
every three weeks) is coincidentally | g0es to the Garden. 

|up. Where ARI sees the danger sig- | —— 

nal, however, is in that frequency More Ill. House Openings 

of attendance is down and continu- St. Louis. 


Residents of Paw Paw. IIL. raised 
$7.000 fund to be used in building 
a film theatre in this town which 
now has no house. 

The Gilman Mo.. Community Assn. 
has sold the town’s only picture 
theatre to Junior Clark, owner and 
operator of the Midwest, Albany, 
Mo. 

William P. Giachetto named man- 
ager of Roxy, Springfield, Il, by the 
Frisina Amus. Co., vice Tax 
Tschauder, who recently died. 

The Virginia, in Chatsworth, IIL, 
damaged by fire four months ago. 





\figures, are pretty much in agreé-| has been completely face lifted and 
ment with ARI about the future. | relighted 
They figure the real slide should| RR. E. Mayfield, who bought the 


deluxe | 
house followed failure by him to bet- | 
Theatre | 


receiving end of a flock of| 


come somewhere near the middle of 


1/1947 and see no reason to fear it 


particularly. It’s a natural phenom- 


and 
it 


adjustment 
gets through 


enon of postwar 
;}once the country 


‘they say, a long period of good busi- | 


ness should follow. 


Not to be discounted in the over 


all gross picture is the Technicolor 


strike. which is keeping a lot o 
heavyweight product out of the 
|atres Were prints available o 
| “Duel in the Sun,” “Margie,” “Til 


; the Clouds 
national 
definitely 


suregrossers, 
would 
levels 
Lack of Techni 
gie.” for instance, 


be above presen 


prints ow “Ma 
is certainly 


houses. The pic is a surprise grosse 
of very major proportions. 


early runs that Fox booked it wide 





and counted on it for heavy incom 


r- 
a 
serious blow to 20th-Fox's affiliated 


It 
proved so spectacular at the b.o. in 


ly for the Thanksgiving weekend 


Star, Miller, Mo., last Spring has 
sold the house, to Tommy Hutcheson, 
>| Mt. Vernon, Mo, ¥ 
The Tampico. a 250-seater, Tam- 
‘| pico, Ill, owned by 159 residents of 
,| the town now operating six nights a 
week. Paul '.2ne is house manager, 
| ache 
| Warner Albany Club Active 
Albany. 
f The Upper N. Y. State Warner 
| Club, resuming activities after the 
~| war, will hold a party at Troy on 
f| Nov. 24. All employees of Warner 
1 | theatres in this area, those from up- 


Roll By” and other such ! state headquarters here and of the 
average | local 


will 
of 
Was 


attend. Leo 
the Albany 
elected head 


exchange 
t| Rosen, manager 
Strand, recently 
| of the club. 
New United House in Det. 
Detroit. 
A 2.000-seat theatre to be operated 
by United Detroit Theatres Corp. is 
being built at Seven Mile Road and 
Mack avenue. Started befor: pri- 
orities for such construction, the 
building will require another year 


r 
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‘Mast’ Smash $65,000 in 2 L. A. Spots; 
‘Deception Big 646 in 3, ‘Shoulder 
Okay 32156, 4; ‘Jolson’ High 486 in 3d 
ging ea ch | tesdw Seennis _ 


} o } Total Gross Same 
$64.000 in three houses . 


(Based on 17 theatres) 





People Smart 
$44.000 in Hub 


last Monday (25) 


“Undercurrent” 
and Orpheum, 
much on account of pre-Thanksgiv- 
enfeld-G&S) 


;| time for new bills down the line on 


is rising above last couple of month’s 


(m.o.). Near $5,500. Last week 
ling Clementine” 
days) (m.o.), fair $2,190. 

Chinese ‘(Grauman-WC) (2.048: 50- 


Estimates for This Week 


Tie and Tails” (U) plus Fred- 


others, on stage. 


solid $24,000. 
Last week, “Nobody 
(WB) (3d wk-4 days}. $8,600. 

Dowrteown Music 


Shoulder” (UA). Okay 
“Bachelot s Daughters “Pwe Years Before Mast” 
‘2d wk-5 days). 

“Undercurrent” 
second stanza. First was mighty |“Spook Busters” (Mono), $10,000. 
El Rey (FWC) (8€1; 30-$1) “Bluebeard’s 
| “Ruggles Red Gap” (Par) (reissues). | 
doing moderate 7 
“Sign of Cross” | 


Fury” (SG) (reissues). Okay $5,000. | Opened Sat. 
| $6,000. Last week, 
(Par) and “Let’s Face It” (Par) (re- 
| issues), $6,000 on second week. 

(2,900: 40-80)— 


(2d wk-4 days). dull $3.400. 
Four Star (UA-WC) (905; 50-85)— | 


| Scandalous” 
| week at nice $22,000 aft-r good $26,- 
| 000 for second. 
Metropolitan 
’| 80)—“Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) | 


(968: 50-$1)—“*Dark 
(3d wk). Closing with 
$3.000.. Last week, smooth $6.000. 

(G&S-Blumenfeld) 
50-$1)—“Angel On Shoulder” 
Good $6,500. Last week, *‘ 


; Strong $30,000. 
| Years Mast” 
Work” (RKO) (2d wk). $23,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80) 
Smart People” 
“Cockeyed Miracle” 
brisk $29,000. 
on Shoulder” 
Knows Best” (Col), $25,000. 

Paramount (M-P) 


} 
(WB) (2,756: 50-$1)— 
Good $19,000. 
Last week, “Nobody Lives Forever” 
(WB) (3d wk-4 days), closed at $5,- 


Hollywood Music Hall ‘475: 50-85) 
—‘Angel On Shoulder (1.700: 40-80) — 


blowoff. Last week, sharp $6,100. 
Loew's State 
50-$1) — “Margie” (20th) 
Near $12,000 in final five days. Last 
week, okay $20.000. 
Los Angeles (D’town-WC) 
50-$1) — “Undercurrent” (M-G) (3d 


(3,200; 40-80) —“Two 
(M-G) and “Cock- 
eyed Miracle’ (M-G). Okay $15,000. 








“Blondie Knows 
(Col), $12,000. 

smart $23,000 on second frame. First : on 
hit huge $35,500. and “Devil Bat 
(Indie) (reissue). Great $8,000. Last 
“ on”? : 
Margie” (20th) (3d wk). and “Mystery of 13” 





Tremont (Brand-Mage) (1,500: 40- 
80)—“Stormy Weather” 
“Under Two Flags” (ar) (reissues). 
All right $5,000. Last week, “Brief 
Encounter” (U) (m.o.), $3,000. 


Million Dollar (D'town) (2,420: 55- 
#5)—“Inner Circle’ (Rep) with “Oh 
Susanna” unit revue on stage. 
$15,000. Last week. 
“Don’t Gamble Strangers” 
with Charlie Barnet orch 





(U) (3d wk). 
$7,500. Last week, fancy $10,700. 
Studio City ‘(FWC) (880; 50-$1)— 
“Dark Mirror” 
$4,000 on close. 


Finales with | 
Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210: 55- 


$1)—“Captain Fury” (SG) and “Cap- 
tain Caution” (SG) 
$12,000. Last week, “Notorious Gen- 
Young” (Col) (2d wk-4 days), slight United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 50- 
$1)—“Dark Mirror” 
Sturdy $11,000. Last week, big $18,- 





Last week, steady 





“Margie” (20th) (3d wk). 
Paramount (F&M) (3.398: 50-$1)— | 000 in final five days. 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) and 
“Mysterious Mr. ‘ 
Bofft $40,000. Last week. “ 
“Bluebeard’s 
good $18.700. 





(FWC) (885; 50-85 )—“ 


| Fury” (SG) (reissues). 
* (Par) (reissues). 


Gentleman” | 
Paramount Hollvweod (F&M) (1.- 


| (U1) (2d wk-4 days). oke $3,400. 


|“Undercurrent” (M-G) (3d wk). Into 
| third frame (24) after sharp $10,800 | 
First was blazing | 


“Bluebeard’s 
(Par) (reissues), good $9,800. 

RKO Hillstreet 
$0)—“Jolson Story” (Col) (3d wk). 


second week. 


Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 50-$1)—“De- 
Hefty $20.000. 

400 | week, “Nobody Lives Forever’ (WB) | 
Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-31 )—"“Dark | (2d wk-4 days), $4,400. 











| ‘Deception’ Standout In 
Buffalo, Brisk $20,000 


Buffalo, Nov. 26. 


Town is cluttered up with hold- | 


overs this week. Best new entry 
‘Deception.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 
Deception” (WB). Rousing $20,000 

l 


Ss 


sast veek, “Darling Clementine 
(20th) and “Wanted fo! Mure el 
Oth). $18,000 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 40-70) 
Three Little Giris” (20th) 2d 


vk). Okay $12,000. Last week, fine 
$16.000 


Hipp (Shea)- (2,100; 40-70) Dar 
* Clementine” (20th) and “Want 
d for Murder” (20th) (m.o.). Trim 


$9,000 or better. Last week, “Nobody 
Lives Forever” (WB) and “Little 
Iodine’ (UA) (m.o.), $8,500. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—*Home 
Sweet Homicide” (20th) and “Man 
| Who Dared” (20th). Good $5,500 
| Last week, “Two Years Before Mast” 
(Par) (m.o.), $5,200. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70) 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (4th wk). Fine 
$15,000. Last week, $18,500. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000 
40-70) “Earl Carroll Sketchbook” 
(Rep) and “Rendezvous with Annie” 
(Rep). Sturdy $13,000. Last week 

Lady Luck” (RKO) and “Truth 
About Murder” (RKO), $12,000. 


‘People’ - ‘Miracle’ Brisk 
$15,000, L’ ville; Kids’ Plus 
‘Garter’ 166, ‘Mast’ 106, 2d 


Louisville, Nov. 26. 
Only two houses are making a 
bright showing this week, the Na- 


tional with “Star and Garter” revue | 
with ““Gas House Kids,” looks solid. | 


The State with “Two Smart People” 
and “Cockeyed Miracle,” looks in for 
a nice week. Shopping crowds are 
out early this year. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’s) (1,000: 


40-60)—“If I Had My Way” (U) and | 


“Shadow of Doubt” (U) (reissues). 
Doing surprisingly well at $5,000. 
| Last week, “Killers” (U) and “Cuban 
Pete” (U) (m.o.), fine $6,000. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 30-40) 
“Boys’ Ranch” (M-G) and “Beau- 
caire” (Par) Okay $3,400 Last 
week, “Each His Own” (Par) and 
| “Pal Trigger” (Rep), $3,600 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100: 


40-60)—“‘Never Say Goodbye” (WB). | 


| Favorable $7,500. Last week, “Ver- 
dict’ (WB), healthy $8,000. 


National (Standard) (2,400: 60-80) | 


“Gas House Kids” (PRC) and 
| “Star and Garter” revue with Chaz 


|; Chase. Strong $16,000 or near. Last | 


week, “Accomplice” (PRC) and 


stage show headed by Burl Ives. | 


| others, $11,000. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 40- 


60)—‘“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) 
| (2d wk). Fairly mild $10,000. Last 
| week, sock $19,000. 

State ‘(Loew’s) (3,300: 40-60)— 
“Two Smart People’ (M-G) and 
| “Cockeyed Miracle” (M-G). Looks 
| sturdy $15,000. Last week, “Strange 


__| Woman” (UA) and “Crime Doctor's 


| Manhunt” (Col), oke $16,000. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
-60)—“Home Sweet Homicide” 
(20th) and “Out California Way” 
| (Rep). Bright $5,500. Last week. 


| “Lady Luck” (RKO) and “Sunset | 
“Two Years Mast” (Par) and “Genius | Pass” (RKO), $6,000. 
(m.o.). From two | 
weeks at Met and still solid at big 
“Big Sleep” 
(WB) and “Spook Buster” (Mono), 


State (Loew) 
Smart People” 





| Andrews Lift Miracle 


To Wham $35,000, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Nov. 26. 


Girding for a Thanksgiving week 
feast unless coal strike interferes 
only Rng on houses have 
) (900: 40-74) | Dew bills but overall total is much 
Transiax (Translux) (900; 40-74) | better than par and ahead of last 
week. Andrews Sisters, linked with 
“Cockeyed Miracle,” are magneting 
a near record high at the Albee. 
Other newcomer is “Dark Mirror,” 
big at the Grand. “Jolson Story” is 
rounding out a smash three-week 


stay in the Palace. 
EStimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95) — 
“Cockeyed Miracle’ (M-G) and 
Andrews Sisters, others, on stage. 
Andrews boosting this to smash $35,- 
000, near the season’s high. Last 
week, “Earl Carroll Sketchbook” 
(Rep) and Gene Krupa orch, others, 


solid $26,000. 


Capitel (RKO) (2,000: 55-70) — 
“Deception” (WB) (2d wk). Nifty 
$9,000 following all right $13,000 


kickoff. 


Grand (RKO) (1,430; 55-70)— 
“Dark Mirror” (U). Great $12,000. 
Holds. Last week, “Darling Clemen- 


tine” (20th) (2d wk), swell $8,000. 


Lyric (RKO) ~ (1,400: 55-70)— 
“Piainsman” (Par) and “Jungle 
‘incess’ (Par) (reissues). Hefty 
$8,000. Last week, “Margie” (20th), 


fifth downtown round, sock $6,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55-70)- 


| “Jolson Story” (Col) (3d wk). Socko 
| $14,000 trailing smash $20,000 sec- 
ond sesh. It’s the third film in the- 
atre’s modern history to hold for 


three weeks. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 


“Adam Had Four Sons” (Col) and 


Skies’ Huge $38,000, Det.; Deception’ 





Sock 356, ‘Mexico’ 226, ‘Margie’ 326 





Detroit, Nov. 26 
Launching of several extra-strong 


Key City Grosses film attractions this week is bright- 


ening the biz picture in many 


: Spots 
Outstanding is “Blue Skies doing 
— ; ; terrific trade at the Palms-State. a 
Estimated Fotal Gross ciutense wie e. with its 2976 ccate 
ata 219 ving tl 1ouse, V 2 sO 
This Week $3.195.000 its biggest week in months. It els 
(Based on 21 cities, 188 thea- ‘ 


will hit a colossal $38,000 Nearest 


tres, chiefly first runs, including thing to it is “Deception,” whict 
N. Y.) land sock $35,000 at the much-larger 
Yotal Gross Same Week Michigan 

Last Year $2,571,200 Also in the chips is Holid: 

om 156 Mexico” at the United Artists. “Ma 
( se yn 18 cities, 196 theatres) we BALA ‘ ‘ 
wee oe . gie.” at the huge Fox, apparently is 





Thin $8.000 Opener was $13,500 

plus fair $3,000 for Sabbath showing. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (700: 50-94)— * panes , : . 
|“Night in Casablanea” (UA) (2d | Woman’ (WB), strong $27,000 
By ), — oo a. week, “Margie” (20th). Nice $32,000 ot 
“Nobody Lives Forever” (WB), fair ooo Pr gg seal “ *- Nn 
$5,000 second run — Last week, 9 = 

Boyd (WB) (2 
Leave” (M-G) Fast $24,000. Last “ . ” . 

“ * rt ~* | $1)—“Bett Co-Ed (Col) with 
week, Deception” (WB) fair $16,- Mickey Ml Connie Haines, Gae 
000 for fourth w eek ._. | Foster Roxyettes, Will Mastin trio 

Earle (WB) (2.760; 60-99)—“Crimi- others. on stage. Nice $25,000. Last 
nal Court” (RKO) with stage show : rh eg , 

, headed by 4 Ink Spots. Sock $40,- pius Donald C’Connor, Peggy Ryan, 
000. Last week, “‘C ockeyed Miracle 3 Swifts. others. on stage, $24,000 

| (M-G) with Rav McKinley orch on|™ ° ; 

stage, so-so $17,800 | (3.309: 70-95)—“Two Years Before 

, (9? (9 959- 7 J,0U9, oe - , 
“Moric” ye (3d - k as ple Mast (Pat , and itt — 
$21,000. Last week, hefty $26,000 

Goldman (Goldman) (1.500; 50-94) | 

“Holiday in Mexico” «M-G) (5th } “Killers” (U) and “Dark Horse” (6th 
wk) (6 davs) Trim $14.000 Last wk) Only $5,000. Last week, modest 
week, nice $18,000 | $6 000 ' , 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-94) ; : 

“Notorious Gentleman” (U). Super 
$16,500. Last week, “Stranger” 
| (RKO), fair $7,000 fo1 second run. 8 days Last week “Make Mine 

Keith's (Goldman) ¢1 500: 50-94) Music” (RKO) and “Hearts Growing 
“Kid From Brooklyn” (RKO) (2d Up” (Par) $2.400 in 3 days. 
run), Nice $7.500. Last week, P pase Dh in snare 
“Darling Clementine” (20th), $4,500. 7 ‘ ’ 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.350: 50-94)—| K (° Sli Badl - ‘Rage 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) (4th oVs ps y; g 
\wk). Good $18,500. Last week, 


°F Stanley CWB) (2,950; 50-94) $15,000, ‘Tails’ Modest 


ception” (WB) and “North of Bor- “ 

der” (SG). day-date with Esquire, Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65) — 
Webber. Fine $16,000. Last week, | “Captain Fury” (RKO) and “Captain 
“Angel on Shoulder” (UA) and] Caution” (RKO) (reissues). So-s0 
“Dangerous Money” (Mono), also | $9,000. Last week, “Lady Luck 
Esquire. fine $16,000. (RKO) and “Sunset Pass” (RKO), 


“Lady Luck’ (RKO) and “Crack- 
Up” (RKO). Fine $15.500. Last 
week, “Holiday in Mexico” (M-G) 


and “Sunset Pass” (RKO) (2d wk). HOT SHOTS BOOST 


fine $14,000. 


_cbarameunt (Fox) 2.200, 35-70—| RENO’ TO 146, BALTO 











feeling the competition, but doing 
| nicely Mickey Rooney heading 


— — . —_ 
. ? | the stageshow at the Downtown wit} 
ent ema us | “Betty Co-Ed” is a bit disappointing 


| albeit showing okay profit 
Estimates for This Week 


. * Palms-State (United Detroit) 

(2.976: 70-95)—“Blue Skies” (Par) 

* ll ] y 1 “Wife Wanted” (Mono). Terrific 
Phil | 


ane 
$38.000 Last week, “Casablanca” 


ladelohia. Nov. 26 (UA) and “Beauty and Bandit” 


B ‘ . rf d th (Mono) (2d wk), surprising at $10,- 

I § Spotty here iS Staiza WI " 

- t : VOO 

bulk of trade going to Earle which United Artists (United Detroit) 

is featuring 4 Ink Spots and “Crim )- | (1.941: 70-95)—“Holiday in Mexico” 
a "9 . je<ch y re) » | ~ ’ ve z al _ i ; 

mee . Or “— og pee Akai | (M-G) and “Faithful in my Fashion 

IiZ _ @€raici, i Ss | 


{> 5 99 f as 5 ‘Al- 
Gentleman” and “No Leave” also (M &) Big eae Re peg R . 
are doing fairly well especially ways Loved You (Rep) an 1% 


“Verdict.” dezvous with Annie” (Rep) (2d wk) 
eraic a1 
Re ces : great $17,000. 
RP gay te ae “Sj Michigan «‘Jnited Detroit) (4.039 
f (1.3035) OO-% SiSs- |e ‘“ a : ” } 
ter Kenny” (RKO) (2d wk) (6 days). | 70-95) - Deception (WB) and 


“Spook Busters” (Mono). Sock $35.- 
000. Last week, “Two Guys Mil- 
waukee” (WB) and “Shadow of 


Fox ‘(Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 


any. & 7“ | Shoulder” (UA), fancy $31,400. 
390; 30-94 )—"No Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; &85- 


i week, “Blondie Knows Best” (Col) 


Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 


(UA) (5th wk). Down to $7,000. Last 
week, solid $10,000. 
Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95) 


Madison (United Detroit) (1.866; 
50-60)—"“Smoky” (20th) and “Made 
Me a Killer” (Par). Usual $2,300 in 


“Two 





| Smart People” (M-G). Mild $18,500. G ‘ -, 96 d 
| Last week. “Canyon Passage” (U) 14 , Deception a 


(2d wk), $15,500. 


Stanton (WB) (1.475: 50-94)— a a Se 
“Verdict” (WB). Great $22,000.| Theatre row fairly well . bogge 
Last week, “Sister's Secret” +PRC).| down this week with a rash of re- 
neat vis O08. ios issues. a holdover and light new of- 

. 91/ ferings. It’s almost a_ self-created 
‘Deception’ Tall 23'4G peviee 


- - ,slump with everybody holding off 

For 3 Denver Spots strong entries for Thanksgiving Day 
Denver, Nov. 26. openings. “Rage in Heaven,’ at the 

Heavy all-day snow last Sunday is | Midland, is leader in the slow race 


| hurting biz currently. With schools | but “Deception” is getting along 
closed because of fuel shortage, biz | fairly good in a second week at the 
may be helped a bit later. “Decep- | Newman. 


tion” will get top coin, playing at Estimates for This Week 
three theatres, Esquire - Uptown - Fairway ‘(Fox 
Estimates for This Week Midwest) (820, 2,043. 700; 45-65) 


Aladdin ‘Fox) (1,400: 35-74)—|“White Tie and Tails” (U). So-so 


“Angel on Shoulder” (UA) and | $14,000. Last week, “Three Little 
“Dangerous Money” (Mono) after | Girls” (20th) (2d wk), mild $11,000. 
week at Denver, Esquire. Good Midland ‘Loew's (3,500; 45-65) —- 
$5,500. Last week. “Margie” (20th) | “Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue) 


and “Decoy” (Mono) (m.o.), big | and “Shadowed” (Col). Good $15,000 
$7,500. 


or near. Last week, “No Leave” (M- 
Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-74)— |G) and “So Dark Night” (Col) (2d 


“Bride Wore Boots” (Par) (2d wk). | wk), fair $11,000. 
Okay $9,000. Last week, big $15,000. Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 


Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74)—“De- | 65)—“Deception” (WB). (2d wk). 
Mild $9,000. Last week, big $17.000. 


Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)—De- | moderate $12,000. 


ception” (WB) and “North of Bor- Tower (Fox Joffee) (2,100; 39-60) 
der” (SG). also Denver, Webber. | —‘“Earl Carroll Sketchbook” (Rep) 
Good $3,500. Last week, “Angel on | and “Little Miss Big” (U). Average 
Shoulder” (UA) and “Dangerous | $6,000. Last week, “Roll on Tex#$ 
Money” (Mono). good $3,000. Moon” (Rep) and “Death Valley 


Orpheum ‘RKO) (2.600: 35-74)— | (Rep), $7,000. 





and 


“Bowery Bombshell” (Mono). Fine Baltimore, Nov 26 a 
$11,000. Last week. “Rebecca” (UA) General marking time prio! A 
and “Strike Me Pink” (FC) (re- | Thanksgiving Day new entries ally 
issues), fair $10,000 |the downtown sector in practically 





Rialto (Fox) (878:  35-74)— | solid holdover and rather slow re 


“Margie” (20th) and “Decoy” | turns. “Vacation in Reno” at the 
(Mono), after week at Denver, Es-|combo Hippodrome is depending 
quire, Webber. Aladdin. Good $4.500. | heavily on accompanying stage ‘ae 
Last week. “Mr. Ace” (UA) and | pearance of Hoosier Hot Shots I 
“"Neath Canadian Skies” (SG) | best figure currently. 

(m.o.), good $4.300. Estimates for This Week 


Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74) ~"De- | Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000. 20- 


55-70)— | ception” (WB) and “North of Bor- | 60)—“Two Smart People” Lea 
der” (SG). also Denver. Esquire.| Making room for “Undercurre 


“Mr. Smith to ‘Vashington” (Col) | Good $4,000. Last week, “Rebecca” |‘(M-G) set for Wed. (27) opening 
(reissues). Dull $4,500. Last week.) (UA) and “Strike 


j “Brief Encounter” (U), $4,000. 


| (reissues), sad $3,000. 


Me Pink” (FC)/ after inching out thin $9,000. Last 
| (Continued on page 30) 
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Chi Perks: ‘Forever’-Horne Terrif 


$70,000, ‘Doll 26, ‘Annie’-Hall 556 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 
Ending of bus strike here is ex- 
ected to give a slight hypo to biz 
although there are few complaints 
from exhibs who don’t expect much 


from long extended-runs which pre- | 


dominate currently. 

Three new entries this week will 
show healthy figures. Topper is 
Chicago’s “Nobody Lives Forever’ 
with Lena Horne heading stage lay- 
out for great $70,000. 

Second money 
yous With Annie,” at Oriental, with 
combo of Frances Langford and Jon 
Hall heading stage bill. Looks strong 
$55,000 : 

Smash bally is helping the preem 
of “Magnificent Doll” at the Palace 
Full-page ad layouts were used 
effectively. Looks pleasing $25,000 
or bette 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 95)—“Big 
Sleep” (WB) (6th wk). Remains 
near last week’s steady $16,000 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95) 
“Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) with 
Lena Horne heading stage bill 


Wham $70,000. Last week, “2 Years 
Before Mast’ and Phil Regan (3d 
wk), big $55.000. 

Civie (Wildberg) (900: $1.10-$2.20) 


—‘Henry V” (UA) (17th wk). Hold- 
ing up in great style at $11,000. Last 
week. big $11.300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 65-95) 
“Darling Clementine” (20th) (5th 


wk). No change from last week at 
modest $13,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 65-95)—‘No- 
torious” (RKO) (9th wk). So-so 
$14,000. Last week, mild $15,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,240; 65-95) 
—‘Rendezvous With Annie” 
boosted by Frances 
Jon Hall on stage. Fine $55,000. Last 
week, “Faithful in Fashion” (M-G) 
with Mickey Rooney heading stage 
bill, terrific $75,000, 
Sunday records for house 

Palace (RKO) (2.500: 65-95) - 
“Magnificent Doll” (U) and “Slightly 
Scandalous” (U). Premiere of “Doll” 
heading for pleasing $25.000. or over. 
Last week, “Black Beauty” (20th) 
and “Westerner” (FC) 
light $17,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 65-95) 
“Cloak and Dagger” (WB) (2d wk). 
Neat $20,000. Last week, strong 
$22.000. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 65-95)— | 


“Deception” (WB) (3d wk). Sharp 
$25,000. Last week, good $26,000. 


Unived Artists (B&K) (1.700: 65- | 


95)—“No Leave” (M-G) (4th wk) 
Stays near same as last week’s fancy 
$20.000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 65-95) — 
“Dark Mirror” (U) (5th wk). Stout 
$20,000. Last week, $21,000. 


Snow, H.0.s Bop Seattle: 
‘Kenny’ Only 86, ‘Luck’ 
8G, ‘Margie’ Big 146, 2 


Seattle, Nov. 26. 

Heaviest snowfall in a dozen years 
blocked traffic and hurt show biz, 
but was partially offset by the schools 
closing, helping matinees. Plenty of 
holdovers also will slow up takings. 
Both | “Sister Kenny” and “Lady 
Luck shape as mild entries. “Mar- 
Ble Is ace holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 
P Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
‘Clementine” (20th) (m.o.). Okay 
$5,600 in 8 days. Last week, “End of 
ig al (RKO) (3d wk), sad $2,900 in 
days. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—"Sister Kenny” (RKO), Mild $8.- 
000. Last week, “No Leave” (M-G), 
and “Child of Divorce’ (RKO) (2d 
wk ). mild $6,100 in 5 days. 

- Liberty (J&vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
, Bachelor's Daughters” (UA) and 

Devil's Playground” (UA) (2d wk). 
Good $8,500 after $9,300 opener. 

_ Music Box (H-E) (850: 45-80)—‘2 
Years Before Mast” (Par) (4th wk). 
Big $6,000 after swell $7,000 last 
week. 
: Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 45-80)— 

Lady Luck” (RKO) and “Great 
Day” (RKO). Good $8.000. Last 
week, “Clementine” (20th) (2d wk), 
oke $7,000. 

n Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
Cloak and Dagger” (WB) (2d wk). 
Good $10,500. Last week, hot $16,000. 
' Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80 )— 
Under Nevada Skies” (Rep) and 
Slightly Scandalous” (Rep) plus 
Stage. Good $8,500. Last week. 
Spook Busters” (Mono) and “Blonde 
rd Day” (PRC) plus stage, fair $7,- 
..faramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— 
Margie” (20th) and “Cockeyed 
ae yr (24 wk). Immense 

’ in days. st week, great 
$15,000. ys. Last week, gre 
_Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)—- 
Specter of Rose” (Rep). Fair $4.- 
000. Last week, 6th of “Big Sleep” 
(WE). $3,300. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 25- 
50)-—“Night and Day” B) split 


With “Cleopatra” (UA) and “Bamboo | 


Blonde” (RKO) (3d run). Okay $3,- 
10. Last week, “Make Mine Music” 
(RKO) and “Suspense” (Mono) split 
With “Green Years” (M-G) and 
Runaround” (U) (3d run), $3,400. 


goes to “Rendez- 


(Rep) 
Langford and | 


breaking all | 


(reissue), | 





+ 
| Grosses Are Net 
Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
| figures are net income. 
The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U. S. amusement tax. 


‘Nocturne’ Leads 


' Prov., Stout 196 


*rovidence, Nov. 26. 





It's a neck and neck race here on | 
biz witl RKO Albee’s “Nocturne” 
leading by a nose. Majestic and 


Strand are big with “Deception” and 
'“Two Years Before the Mast” re- 
spectively,” while Loew's State, a 
larger house, is slightly behind with 
“Two Smart People.” All houses 
have upped all night 
65c. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200: 44-65)—“Noc- 


turne” (RKO) and “Vacation Reno” 
(RKO). Fairly hefty $19,000. Last | 
week, “Lady Luck” (RKO) and 


“Child of 
| $15,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 44-65) 
“Killers” (U) and “Little Miss 


Divorce” (RKO), oke 


| Big’ (U) (2d run). Fairly good $4.- | 


| 800. Last week, “Three Little Girls” 
(20th) and “Man Rainbow Valley” 
(20th) (2d run), $5,000. 

| Fay'’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Here 
|Come Co-Eds” (U) (reissue) and 
vaude on stage. Abbott and Costello 
film always good for a re-play here- 
abouts. Catching nice $7,500. Last 
week, “Have Not” (WB) and vaude, 
| $7.000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 44-65)—‘De- 
ception” (WB). Nifty $18,000. Last 
week, “Killers” (U) and “Little Miss 
Big” (U), natty $14,000 

Metropolitan (Snider) 
| 88)—*“Traffic In Crime” (Mono) and 
| Vaughn Monroe orch on stage for 
|one-day Sunday stand. Nice $2,500 
Last week, “Dark Alibi” (Mono) and 


| vaude on stage with Chico Simone | 


| orch. So-so $5,000 in three-day week- 
end run. 

State (Loew) (3.200: 44-65)—“Two 
Smart People’ (M-G) and “Cock- 
eyed Miracle” (M-G). Average $17,- 
000. Last week, “Gallant Bess” (M- 
G) and “Crime Doctor’s Manhunt” 
(Col), big $20,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par). 
Opened Monday. Last week, “Thrill 
of Brazil” (Col) and “Dangerous 
| Business” (Col). sad $9,000. In ahead, 
| “Plainsman” (Par) and “Jungle 
| Princess” (Par) Creissues), grand 
| $14,500. 


} 


‘Frisco Still Slow But 
Shoulder’ Smooth 146 


San Francisco, Nov. 26. 

Biz continues in the doldrums 
here, with best takes being shown 
bv several holdovers. “Angel on My 
Shoulder” is doing fairly well at the 
United Artists but it, too. is suffer- 
ing from offish trend. “Deception” 
end “Margie” are holding up well in 
their second stanzas. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60-95) 
—‘Dick Tracy vs. Cueball” (RKO) 
plus Louis Armstrong orch. Mild 
$20,000 or near. Last week, “Sister 
Kenny” (RKO) (2d wk) plus vaude 
headed by Dud Williamson and his 
“What's Name of That Song” show, 
thin $16,000. 





day in Mexico” (M-G) and “Last 
Crooked Mile” (Rep) (2d wk). Fair 
$17,500. Last week, $25,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 55-85)— 
“Deception” (WBY (2d. wk). Good 
$17,500. Last week, trim $23,000. 

Paramount (FWC) (2.646; 55-85)— 
“Margie” (20th) and “Earl Carroll 
Sketchbook” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
$17.500. Last week. nice $23,000. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,400; 55-85)— 
“Kings Row” (WB) and “Wild Bill 
Hickok Rides” (WB) (reissues). 
Fair $8.000. Last week, “The Bow- 
ery’ (M-G) and “Sun Valley Sere- 
nade” (20th) (reissues) (2d wk), 
$5.000. 

State (FWC) (2.133: 55-85)—“Two 
| Years Before Mast” (Par) (4th wk) 
(m.o.). Steady $8,500. Last week, 
fine $14,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.448; 55- 
185)—“Dark Mirror” (U) (2d wk). 
| Nice $18.000. Last week, solid $24,- 
| OOO. 
| United Artists 
| 
| 





1907: 55-85)—‘‘Angel on Shoulder” 
(UA). Good $14,000 or over. Last 
week. “Jolson Story” (Col) (3d wk), 
nice $11.000. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (200: $1.80- 
$2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (8th wk). 
| Nice $7.900 or near. Last week, sell- 

out $7,500. 


(3,100; 65- | 


Fox (FWC) (4,651: 55-95)— “Holi- | 


| 
(Blumenfeld) (1,.- | 


‘Forever’ 12G, Tops Omaha 


Omaha, Nov. 26. 
Boxoffice went into a slight re- 
cession this week. “Nobody Lives 
Forever” at the Paramount likely 
will be best grosser. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
| 65)—‘\Nobody Lives Forever” (WB). 
| Neat $12,000. Last week, “Margie” 
| (20th), $10,200, but good enough for 
moveover, 
| Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 





Edge, With All-Time 1656 Record, 
Best Years’ at 606 Hypo B'way; 





“Tf ’'m Lucky” (20th) and “Strange | 


| Triangle” 
over. Last 

|} (M-G) and 

| (Rep), $11,500 


(20th). Oke $10,000 or 
week, “Boys’ 


“Carroll Sketchbook” 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | 
| “Gallant Journey” (Col) and “Walls 
Tumbling Down” (Col) Slender 


| $7,000. Last week, “Sister Kenny” 
| (RKO) and “Joe Palooka” (Mono), 
$8,000 


Ranch” | 


Brownout Hurts; ‘Goodbye’ Good 506 


With a new record being registered 
by the Roxy and colossal biz by the 
Astor this week, Broadway picture 
house overall total can’t help hold- 
ing up to a high figure 
elsewhere biz is spotty not only for | 


However, 


|} new attractions but most of the long- 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— | 


a. (20th) (m.o.) and “The 
Unknown” (Col) (ist run). Only 
| $9,500. Last week, “Killers” (U) 
| (m.o.) and “Slightly Scandalous” 
| (U) (1st run), $10,800. 

| 


State (Goldberg) (865: 15-65)— 
“Holiday in Mexico” (M-G) and 
| “Get Along Little Zombie” (Col). 


| Looks okay $3,500. Last week, “Fan- 
tasia” (RKO) (reissue) broke record, 
getting slightly over $5,000 at 20-65c 
scale. 


Indpls. Still Off 


admission to | 


But Killers’ 136 


Indianapolis, Nov. 26. 
Film biz continues in a lull here, 


with most deluxers at half mast 
Thanksgiving openings. 


“The Killers,” at Indiana, looks tops 
for coin, but is not far in front of 
“Angel On My Shoulder” at Loew’s 
j}and “Nobody Lives Forever” at 
| Circle 

Estimates for This Week 


pending 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| “Shadow of Woman” (WB). Mild 
$11,000. Last week, “Swanpfire” 
| (Par) with Louis Prima orch, others, 
on stage, so-so $18,000 at 48-74c 
scale. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) 
—Killers”’ (U). 


|}preemed at the Astor last 


Fair $13,000. Last | 


| week, “End of Time” (RKO), $13,500. | 


Keith’s (Indie) (1,300; 40-60)— 
‘Dark Mirror” (U) (3d wk). Oke 
$3,500 inlast 4 days after nice $8,000 


| second stanza and great $13,000 
| opener. 
| Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60)— 


“Angel on 


| Shoulder” (UA) = and 
| “Sing While 


Dance” (Col). Slow 
$12,000. Last week, “No Leave” 
(M-G), modest $8,000 on holdover. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60)— 
“Till End Timg (RKO) (m.o.). Only 
$5,500. Last’ week, “Big Sleep” 
| (WB) (m.o.), nice $7,500. 


Pitt Dull But ‘Goodbye’ 
Fine 17G, ‘Mast’ Hefty 
186, 2d; ‘Verdict’ 836 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. 

Nothing much doing any place this 
week although “Two Years Before 
| the Mast” is holding up fairly well 
| at the Penn after smash opening 
stanza. Of the new entries, “Never 
Say Goodbye” is making the best 
showing at Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 49-70)—‘“Al- 
ways Loved You” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Sticking for 5 days so “Dark Muir- 
ror” (UI) can open Thanksgiving 
Day. Okay $6,500. Last week, fancy 
$11,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Thrill of Brazil” (Col). Lucky to 
get $10,000, below average here. Last 
week, “Angel On Shoulder” (UA) 
(2d wk), around $6,000 in 4 days. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) (2d 
wk). Holding up well at nice $18,- 
000 or near. Last week, best this 
house has done in a long time, smash 
$32,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 40-70}—‘Nobody 
Lives Forever” (WB) (m.o.). Third 
week downtown and looks only 
$2,500. Last week, “Holiday In 
| Mexico” (M-G) (m.o0.), swell $4,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1.750; 40-70) — 
“Scandal In Paris” (UA) and “Little 
Iodine” (UA). Not the kind of dualer 
that goes here. Probably comes out 
after 4 days. 
out the week. Last week, “Blondie 
Knows Best” (Col) and “So Dark 
Night” (Col), under $3,000 in 6 days. 

Staniey (WB) (3,800: 40-70) — 
|“Never Say Goodbye” (WB). Get- 











| nice $17,000 or over. Last week, 
“Sister Kenny” (RKO), despite 
| giant bally was a bust at $11,000. 

| Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70) — 
“Verdict” (WB). Brought in at last 
minute when m.o. for “Kenny” failed 
to materialize. Hence not doing so 
badly at $8,500 or over. Last week, 
“Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) (m. 
0.), $7,500. 


|coal strike. N. Y 


run films 

The brownout, placed in effect last 
Monday (25) night, cut in seriously, | 
nearly 


every theatre reporting a 


Other man- 


heavy dip that evening. 
agers also look for continued slump | 
as long as suburban train service to 
nearby communities in Long Island 
and New Jersey is curtailed by the 
houses draw nfa- 


terially from this area and lopping 
off of several trains daily can't fail 
| to hurt 


| Edge,” 
| Rosario & 


Outstanding this 
with 


Stanza is “Razor's 
stageshow headed by 
Antonio, Bob Hannon, 
Emma Otero, at the Roxy. Early last 
night the house seemed certain of 
reaching $165,000 and possibly top- 
ping that figure on the first seven 
days. This is better than the all-time | 


mark hit by “Cockeyed World” of | 


| $164,558 years ago at this theatre. It | 


also betters the holiday-week mark 
hung up by “Leave Her to Heaven,” 
last Christmas by about $15,000. This | 
money, too, represents the best ever 


} 
| 
} 
| 


|done by a film-stage house in the} 


| record, but colossal takings esvecially 





| 
| 


| shows. 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 40-60) Pianists’ iecaer cake 
—‘‘Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) and | nial 


U.S. Because the stageshow running | 
time is held to 30 minutes or less, | 
Roxy management is getting the es- | 
sential turnover despite length of 
film. Upped scale, with $1.25 to $1.80 | 
shows is 
House 
opens at 80c weekdays, going to $1.50 | 
at night. 

Another great figure is being hung 
up by “Best Years of Lives.” which 
Friday 
after syecial benefit show on Thurs- 
day (21) night. It’s heading for 
$60.000 or better, which is not a 
in view of picture’s length. Theatre | 
gets $1.80 ton weekdays, and on Sat- 
urday and Sunday. House is using 
extra shows weekends, but long run- 
ning time prevents necessary turn- 
over at such a limited-capacity thea- 
tre. | 

“Never Say Goodbye.” with Ray | 
McKinley band, Lorraihe Rognan, | 
Miguelito Valdes. at the Strand. is on 
the disappointing side at $50,000 or 
under. Failed to get a good opening | 
and crix praise was scattered. “Man 
from Morocco” is heading for mild | 
$10,000 at the Gotham, but “Dick | 
Tracy Vs. Cueball.” at the Rialto, is 
strong enough at $8,000 to hold over. | 

Capitol brings in “Undercurrent” | 
with Frankie Carle band tamorrow | 
(Thurs.) after three weeks wit! the | 
reissue of “Rage in .Heaven” and} 
Enric Madriguera band heading stage 
lineup. Latter dropped to $46,000 for | 
final stanza, but did nicely on previ- 
ous two weeks. “Time of Lives” 
comes into the Criterion today | 
(Wed.) after-highly profitable run for | 
“Dark Mirror,” which went five days 
bevond fifth week. 

“Song of South,” latest Walt 
Disney feature. tees off today (Wed.) | 
at the Palace, “Nocturne” going four 
davs in third session after two stout | 
initial frames. 

“Blue Skies,” with  stageshow 
headed by Stan Kenton band. which 
held to stout $82,000 in sixth week | 
ended last (Tues.) night, goes three | 
rounds more or a total of nine weeks. | 
“Jolson Story,” doing nice $115,000 | 
in seventh’ frame. runs one week | 
more at the Music Hall, making way | 
for “Till Clouds Roll By” and annual | 
Christmas spectacle, Dec. 5. “Two}| 
Years Before Mast,” which did $28.- | 
000 in its ninth week at the Rivoli, | 
moves out next week. “Darling | 
Clementine” opening on Dec. 3. | 

Estimates for This Week | 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300: 95-$2.40) | 
—“Best Years of Lives” (RKO). | 
Heading for terrific $60,000 or over | 
Only picture’s length 
keeping this from new record on 
first week ending next Thursday | 
(28). Began regular run last Friday | 
(22), with upped scale and extra | 
Uniformly great crix ap- | 
praisal also a ‘help. Last week 


apparently 


\“Cleopatra” (UA) (11th wk), got thin 


| $13.000 in final 6 days. 


Looks $4,000 if it stays | Fredericks. Murtah Sisters on stage 


| ter was over hopes. 


i—“Time of Lives” 


| after nice $22,000 for fifth. 


Capito! (Loew's) (4.820: 70-$1.50) | 


| —“Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue) | 


with Enric Madriguera orch, Chas. | 


(3d-final wk). Slid to $46.000 on 
blowoff after $62,000 last week. Lat- 
“Undercurrent” 


(M-G) and Frankie Carle. orch, 


’ | others, open tomorrow (Thurs. ) 
lting by for a pre-holiday week at | 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60-$1.25) | 
(U) opens today 
(Wed.) after highly profitable run 
with “Dark Mirror” (U). Final 5 
days of sixth week hit okay $16,000 | 


Globe (Brandt) (1.500; 70-$1.20)— | 
“The Chase” (UA) (2d wk). Mildish | 
$20,000, fairly good $25,000 opener. | 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— | 
“Man From Morocco” (Indie). Brit- 


| wk). 


| (3d wk). 


|} ish-made is getting only a fair $10, 


000 or thereabouts, and stays only 
two weeks in all. In ahead, third 
week of “Plainsman and Lady” 
(Rep), was $6,500. 

Golden (769; $1.20-$2.40)—“Henry 
V” (UA) (13th wk). Still in the 
chips with 12th round ended last 
Saturday (23) night holding to $12,- 
000, nearly same as preceding week. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 70-$1.10) 
“Deception” (WB) (6th wk). Con- 
tinues a profit-getter with $18.500 in 


| sight for current session after $21,000 


for fifth week. Continues. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“Song of South” (RKO-Disney). 
Opens here today (Wed.) after three 


profitable weeks with “Nocturne” 
(RKO). Final four days of third 
stanza held to $17,000. okay. after 
stout $32,000 for second 


Paramount (Par) (3,664: 70-$1.50) 
Blue Skies” (Par) with Stan Ken- 
ton orch, King Cole 3, Dean Murphy. 
Lane Bros. on stage (7th wk). Sixth 
round concluded last (Tues.) night 
held to stout $82,000 while fifth 
week was smash _ $93,000 Irving 
Berlin-Bing Crosby opus and stage- 
show is set to run nine weeks. 

Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40) — “Jolson 
Story” (Col) and stageshow (7th 
wk). Nice $115,000 in prospect for 
current week after fancy $122,000 
done in sixth stanza. Stays one 
week more, making eight in all here. 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) and 


} annual Christmas spectacle on stage 


opens Dec. 5. 

Republic (Brandt) (1,064; 75-$1.20) 

“Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue) (9th 
Looks to do $7,000 this session, 
about same as last week. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 
“Dick Tracy Vs. Cueball” (RKO). 
Nice $8,000, and holds. Last week, 
“Criminal Court” (RKO), mild $6,- 
200. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25)— 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) 
(10th-final wk). Beginning to feel 
pace but still mighty nice at $28,000 
for ninth frame ended last Monday 
(25) night; eighth was $32,000. “Darl- 
ing Clementine” (20th) opens Dec. 3. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886: 80-$1.80)— 
“Razor’s Edge” (20th) and stageshow 
headed by Rosario & Antonio, Bob 
Hannon, Emma Otero (2d wk). 
Wound up first week last (Tues.) 
night at record $165,000, even break- 
ing former colossal figure of $164,- 
558, held by “Cockeyed World” 
(Fox). Upped scale and fact that 
stageshow is kept to 30 minutes is 


35-85 )— 


overcoming length of film; extra 
shows also_ helping. In ahead, 
“Margie” (20th) with stageshow 


by Jon Hall, Frances Langford, $68,- 
200 in final six days of fifth week. 
State (Loew's? (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 


| “Killers” (U) (2d run) with Benny 


Fields, Willie West & McGinty, 
Murphy Sisters topping vaude lay- 
out. Strong $36,000, with picture 
holding over. Last week, “3 Wise 
Fools” (M-G) with vaude headed by 
Dave Apollon & Co., Harry Babbitt, 
only $20,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB) with 
tay McKinley orch, Lorraine Rog- 
nan, Miguelito Valdes on stage. Not 
measuring up to biz done recently 
here, with under $50,000 likely on 
initial week. Reviews not helping 
much, In ahead, “Nobody Lives 
Forever” (WB) with Lionel Hamp- 
ton orch heading stage, got $50,000 
in third week. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— 
‘Kings Row” (WB) (reissue), Starts 

Last week, “Western- 
er” (FC) (reissue), finished up 
seventh week with $9,200 in six days 
after brisk $14,000 for sixth. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
$1.20)—“Notorious Gentleman” (U) 
Second week ending last 
(Tues.) night hit $30,000 after tall 
$36,000 for first week. 


‘Mexico’ Big 18G, Mont’l 


Montreal, Nov. 26. 
All newcomers this week, with 
“Claudia and David” and “Holiday 
in Mexico” likely toppers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 35-63)— 
“Time of Lives” (U). Nice $14,000. 


‘ 





| Last week, “Canyon Passage” (U) 


(2d wk), $11,200. 

Palace (CT) (2,300; 35-63)—“Clau- 
dia and David” (20th). Bright $15,- 
000 Last week, “‘Meet Navy” 
(PRC), disappointing $12,700. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—“Holi- 
day in Mexico” (M-G). Big $18,000. 
Last week, “Beaucaire” (Par) (2d 
wk), fancy $13,500, 

Princess (CT) (2.300; 35-53)— 
“Home Sweet Homicide” (20th) and 
“Swamp Fire” (Col). Fine $7.500 
Last week, “Young Widow” (UA) 
and “Deadline for Murder” (20th), 


$8,000. 


Imperial (CT) (1,850; 30-50)—“Re- 
becca” (UA). (reissue) and tos 
Town” (RKO). Okay $6,000. Las 
week, “So Dark Night” (Col) and 
“Unknown” (U) (2d wk), $4,500. 
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IN MY MOST EARNEST OPINION ALL THOSE CONCERNED WITH THE CREATION | 
EVERYTHING THEY HAVE ACCOMPLISHED PREVIOUSLY. | FEEL COMPELLE! 
GREAT ADMIRATION FOR THEM AND MY APPRECIATION OF THEIR EFI 


IS SURE TO BE ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL OF ALL W 
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VARIETY 


JOAN CRAWFORD AND 
JOHN GARFIELD ARE THE ff 
STARS OF HUMORESQUE 
OSCAR LEVANT AND FF 
J, CARROL NAISH-RUTE 
| NELSON-PAUL CAVANAGH ARE 
9o| cede ha ncvescn alice yess 0180) \N HUMORESQUE 
—" JERRY WALD IS THE § 
‘ PRODUCERo*HUMORESQUE 
aiiinaiiie JEAN NEGULEOGU § 
5 cea DIRECTED HUMORESQUE j 
1 mc nee fee CLIFFORD ODETS AND 
hud ZACHARY GOLD WROTE | 
py Waren THE SCREEN PLAY FOR | 
HUMORESQUE FRANZ 
WAXMAN CONDUCTED THE 
MUSIC FOR HUMORESQUE 
BASED ON THESTORY § 
BY FANNIE HURST 
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Govt. Blacklist Threatens to Force 


Many Legit Players Out of Argent. 


* 


Buenos Aires, Nov. -12. 


Argentina’s legit players face a 
real Fascist-style cleanup or black- 
out if they are opponents of the 


Peron regime. This became apparent | 
} 


in recent weeks when a switch had 
io be made at Teatro Municipal La 
Plata, because of blacklisting of anti- 
Peron players by official bosses of 
the theatre. House, which is state- 


municipal managed, had engaged a 
cast to present “Alien Land,” author- 
E. Vanni, Nazi 


This had a brief run earlier this year 


ed by sympathizer 


at the Nationai Comedy 


here under auspices of the National 


Board of Culture 


Four names in the cast were on} 
the official blacklist drawn up by 
the Entertainment Bureau Hence, 
at the last minute the theatre man- | 
agement was told to eliminate the 
anti-Peronists or else. Fann. Bren- 


na. Roberto Rivelli, Petro Tocci and | 
Gracelain Batista felt the axe 
result of this action 

Although legit players don't have 
to take out licenses as do radio play- 
ers, there are many ways the gov- 
ernment can clamp down. It is easy 
1, intimidate producers by hinting 
of official displeasure. If this fails, 
a license may be refused a play 
because of constructional defects in 
the theatre. Also city officials may 
refuse permits. 

Old-timers in show business claim 
that there are endless possibilities 
along these lines with the result 
that much of the country’s legit 
talent either will have to emigrate 
or knuckle down to the _ ruling 
ideology. Thus far few legiters have 
not been willing to compromise, 
preferring to move to other Latin- 
American countries. 

Both the National Comeay and 
the Municipal theatres still are 
“intervened” while their affairs are 
probed, with regular contract play- 
ers drawing full salaries until they 
are axed or get the green light from 
government probers. Because all 
contracts expire on Nov. 30, it’s ex- 
pected that nothing will be done 
until then. 

In the meantime, other legit shows 
continue okay. The top grosser was 
“Charley's Aunt,” which averaged 
around $4,000 weekly. It did not 
run long because having trouble 
getting a theatre, after the Pepe 
Arias’ production first opened. “My 
Dear Ruth,” produced by Cunill 
Cabanellas Co., has passed 345 per- 
formances at the small Empire 
theatre. 


biz is only fair as against that don, 
by “Ruth.” 


hooligans hurled 


tar bombs 
t.e show opened. 
to attract better attendance. 


BRAZIL LEGIT BIG 








Rio de Janeiro, Nov. 12. 


Despite the approach of summer, 


some half dozen legit productions | ~ . i 

are continuing to do strong busi- Comedie Francaise’s 

ness. Recent closing of gambling Second House Stalled 
casinos has helped by _ shunting Paris, Nov. 19 
both customers and talent into the “Rising Sun,” by ciate Derehe 
theatre. ai a ’ 


Current are Verneuil’s “Jealousy,’ 


ait the Serrado, with Procopio and 
pines “palms ay P second house, Salle du Luxembourg, 
Suzana Negri, Frenesi, at the], 
; i has been abandoned after a first 
Regina, with Henriette Morineau ‘ : , 
- ; : _| postponement when invitations had 
who stars with her own company; alread been sent Set octuines 
‘ sans. 6 é »e s . ets, cos s 
Eugene O'Neill's “Desire Under the ast eatin alias dame’ a 
- ” ~: € “ wre als were ~ - SU - 
Elms” at the Ginastico: and Maria | eles : — 
Sampaio’s production of “Gaslight”|~ ,..~ ‘ 
P ‘ The management now is. con- 
in, which she is starred vr : Sah 
Musical proving popu | templating opening the house with 
usicais aiso are yrOoVIn:E oO - . ca 
: * S re ays already done on its old 
Jar. Gilda de Abreu and her hus- | sl - : = 
band, Vicente Celestino have suc-|  “” - 
cessfully revived “The Merry} 9 i 
Widow” at the Joao Caetano the-| WB’s Brit. Sales Conv. 
* hs of s 
atre. “Volta ao Mundo,” hit musi- | London, Nov. 26 
cal produced by Chianca de Garcia,| Warner Bros. sales convention, | 


which featured talent and costumes | held 
formerly seen at the closed Urca| October, with Max Milder presiding, | 
set to go on to Sao | indicated 


Casino, is now 


Peulo, Montevideo and 

Aires. 

Other revues are “Cara Suja” 
which 


Rival and “Nem te Ligo,” with Os- 
carito, at the Recreio. 


theatre | 


| 
| 


as | 
! 


“Constant Nymph,” at the 
Oceon, is drawing well and already 
is past its 100th performance though 


The season’s best quality produc- 


plenty of publicity when Nazionalist 
and 
charges of “Jewess” at the star when 
This only served 


DESPITE SUMMER 


Buenos | strongest position in its h 





| 2 New Tokyo Pix Houses 


Tokyo, Nov. 19. 


Subaru Co. expects construction of 


tits two modern film houses in Tokyo 
\to be finished early in 1947. Big- 
gest theatre, the Subaru, will have 


reserved seats only 
| Incidentally, Hogakuza theatre, One 
lof largest downtown houses, has 
ibeen re-dubbed the Piccadilly, and 
taken over by the British Common- 
wealth Occupation Forces for its 
troops. 

General Eichelberger has his eye 
on the huge theatre and may open | 
it as a theatre for Army dependents. 


French Legits Try Out 
In European Key Spofs 
Prior to Paris Preems 


Paris Nov. 19, 
practice of trying 


The American 
shows out of town before bringing | 
them to Broadway is being tried by 
French by 
|in European cities before Paris They 


authors opening shows 


opened cold here before the war. 
Steve Passeur’s “Wine of Remem- 

| brance” will be done in Prague, in 

| French, for two weeks in December, | 





} 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


with a French and Swiss cast which 
| will be brought to Paris when show 


opens at the Studio des Champs 
| Elysees The sets used in Prague 


will remain there and will be used 


for an adaptation in the country’s 
language with other sets used for 
Paris run Steve Passeur is well 





known in Czechoslovakia, where he 
has a following. 

Marcel Achard opened “Mechani- | 
cal Horse,” shown in Milan, Italy. | 
Play: has not been done in France | 
l yet, but reported to have been | 
| booed at the opening performance. | 
| Two more French plays, yet untried 
| : 
| 


| 
} 
| 





1S 


in Paris, are to be shown in Milan 
iby French authors. One is “Vain- 
| queurs” of Jean Paul Sartre; the 
| other is “Misunderstanding,” by Al- 
|fred Camus. 


‘More 35m Projectors 
For Japan and Korea 


Tokyo, Nov. 19. 


of 35m _ projection units in 
Japan, Korea, Philippines and Oki- 


nawa has been 


tions 
made in the Ernie 


Pyle theatre here. Laurence Ady, 


: ai ole » tel tis “ . 
tion and also a real hit’ is “The | former RKO branch manager in 
Shining Hour” at the Smart theatre, rae ; ia 

with Luisa Vehil. who's now | Washington, now chief of General 
banned from radio. Show obtained | MacArthur's Film Section, ordered 


the shipment to supplement the 75 
pre-war Japanese and German ma- 


chines found in Japan during the 
year. 

Films are flown in from the U. S. 
by Air Transport Command to 


Tokyo, then distributed to various 
units via train, truck, and ox-cart. 
Gl’s are charged 15c to see 35m 
films, while U. S. civilians dole out 
25c. Everyone goes free for 16m 
showings. 





| which has been skedded 


play for the 


initial 
Comedie Francaise’s 


as 


’ 





in Manchester at the end of 


that the company is in the 
story 

| Distribution of WB features during 
| 1946 was scaled down to 17 top- 


stars Aldo Garrido, at the| bracket productions which, according 


to b.o. grosses, more than doubled 
| the business done in prewar years. 


| Imperial, 


|has 


| turo 
lin two of them 


| 
| 





First of about 60 proposed installa- | 


, | ter 





Down Mexico Way 











Mexico City, Nov. 18. 

“The Three Musketeers,” 
“Cantifilas’ (Mario Moreno), 
won a prize at Cannes, did $1,300,000 
during its four years of release... 
Pioneer modern cinema here, Cine 
bought by Operadora, 
Teatros, big cinema circuit, 
into a deluxe 

Augustin Lara, 


de 
for 
first-run 


ace 


con 
version 


house ro- 


mantic song writer, hosted on birth- 


day in his palatial home here by 
music, stage, pic and radio biggies 

A. C. Blumenthal, of Ci host- 
ing a group of Mexican pic starlets 
eVery Monday at his restaurant... 
Martha Elba, film star, has become a 
race horse owner. Her pony is run- 
ning at the Hipodromo de las Amer- 
icas, meet here ... German Valdez, 
stage-pic comic, to Havana for the- 
atre personals Dr. Ernest 


Roemer, European musician now 


i 


ro 5, 


| prominent in Mexico, to Guatemala 
| City 


as Guatemalan government 
guest to conduct the National Sym- 
phonic Ork Films 
inked Fortunio Bonanova 
Spanish actor, for three pix. He 
plays with Mexico’s pic toppers, Ar- 
de Cordoba and Maria Felix, 
. Only three pix 
currently are in production at local 
studios Xavier Cugat and his 
band coming here in January for 
two months’ engagement, with Cine 
Alameda appearances set Fer- 


. Panamerican 


with | 
which | 


| 


nando de Fuentes, pie director, or- | 


dered by his doctors to bed for six 
months because of heart trouble. 


‘Nathanson Quits 


eon (Can.) Ba. 


Toronto, Nov. 26 
Nathanson’s notice of resig- 
board 
Theatres of Canada is the 
latest development in the J. Arthur 
Rank situation here. 


Pa ul 
nation 
Odeon 


from of directors of 


No reason was 


| wood and Britain. 


| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 


given for the Nathanson decision, 
which will be taken up the next 
meeting of the directorate. Neither | 


Nathanson or other board members 


_are talking. Reported that notice of 
resignation was received with regret, | 


and that possibly ill health was re- 
sponsible. Since Nathanson retired 
i}as Odeon president seven months 
ago he has been inactive on the 
board, spending most of his time 
resting in Florida, Mexico and Cali- 
|fornia. He has sold his home here 
| and acquired another in Montreal. 
Since Nathanson quit as Odeon 
| president, his successor, Hon. J. Earl 


| Lawson, has virtually given up his! 


|legal career to devote his energies 
| to Odeon. 
;}nounced that Rank and Paul Na- 
thanson were 50-50 partners in 
{Odeon after Rank’s buy-in, no con- 
firmation ever was given a later re- 
|port that Rank had bought out Na- 
|thanson. Nathanson has interests in 
Associated Theatres (the Queensway 
Studios at Toronto, Monogram of 
Canada, Gaumont-Kalee, and Gen- 
eral Theatre Investment. And 
| reported that Rank would like to ac- 
quire full title in these where he now 
holds part interest. 


British Film Briefs 


London, Nov. 19. 

| Sydney Box has changed the title 
;}of his film “Bad Girl,” to “Good 
| Time Girl,” so as not to conflict with 
the Sally Eilers-James Dunn pic 
made in 1931. Film goes on the floor 
at Shepherd’s Bush early next year 
with Jaen Kent 

















getting her first 
starring role... Ray Milland turned | 
columnist, writing daily column 
while here for Beaverbrook’s 


“Evening Standard.” The Sam 
Goldwyns expected here early De- 
cember as guests of J. Arthur Rank 

Margery Sharp, back from Holly- 
wood, told press that she has sold 
hep.novel, “Brittania Mews,” to 20th- 
Fox for $150.000 S! intends to de- 
vote herself in future to short 
writing for Readers’ Dige 
she has a contract to 
2,000-word story for $3,000 . Wal- 
Forde’s next pic titled “A 
| Convict Has Escaped,” which will be 
directed by Cavalcanti. with Sally 
Gray and Robert Newton in stellar 
roles... Fred Astaire is expected in 
London early in December to open 
first of his international chain 


i¢ 
story 
with 
write a 


+ 
st. 


whom 


is 





dancing schools, 


While it was officially an- | 


it’s | 


of | tors, 





By JOSEF ISRAELS, Il 
Vienna, Nov. 11. 


The fact that the complicated 
question of who owns Willi Forst’s 
almost completed colo! musical 
“Vienna Girls” (‘Wiener Madeln”) | 
is in process of being worked out 
between Forst and the U. S.-oper- 
ated Wien Film outfit has brought 
the whole Forst situation into focus 
here. Forst, who has been described 
as the German Bing Crosby, is un- 
questionably the No. 1 German- 


Austrian picture star, director, com- 
poser and produce: His present 
activities include operation of a 


Mex Pix Banker Seeks | 
857 Return on Future 
Mexico-Made Product 


Mexico City, Nov. 12. 
If Mexican pictures are to remain 
in the running and retain the posi- 
tion since they were moder- 
nized in 1930, they must boost their 


won 


return on investment from an aver- 
age of 50%, as at present, to as 
much as 85°, according to Jose L 


Campos, manager of Banco Cinema- 
tografico, the industry’s bank 
Campos ‘said that the going for 
Mexican pix has become tougher 
with stiffer competition from Holly- 
He sees this con- 
dition getting worse when continen- 
tal European producers make a full 
recovery and beginning catering to 
the Americas. Mexico producers 
must stress quality more and hew 
costs if they would hold the ground 
won on home and foreign 
the banker asserted. 
Campos wants a bigger public for 


screens, 


pictures, citing that operation of 
more open air cinemas and the in- | 
troduction of mobile theatres would 


be a good business in Mexico, both 
for exhibitors and producers. 


Soviets Boast Control 


Of Poland’s 


Vienna, 
move to 
center not 


WON. . 
highiight 
only of 


In another 
Vienna as the 
Soviet-sponsored German language 
production but for Sovexportfilm’s 
distribution of all product from in- 
dustries in Kremlin-dominated coun- 
|tries back of the Iron Curtain, the 
| Red film subsidiary recently brought 
|forward Josef Ludmerer, chief of 
| Film Polski, controlling corporation 
for nationalized Polish picture in- 
dustry. In an interview played up 
in Communist and Red Army news- 
papers, Ludmerer said the Polski 
|outfit now compleiely controls pro- 
duction, distribution and exhibition 
in Poland, and that private competi- 
tion will not be allowed. Possibly 
as hedge against possible non- 
profit in picture biz, Film Polski 
also to have a stranglehold on ca- 
mera and film manufacture for am- 
jateur still and moviemakers, Lud- 
merer stated here. 

Polish Hollywood will be in Lodz. 
|; with one sound stage now working 
|and second under construction. By- 
| gosez is the site of Polski’s raw film 
| and lens works, which are also be- 

ing modernized. 


a 


is 


An exchange deal with Austrian 
product (presumably primarily those 
i{made or ‘now -distributed nee 


pies control) going to Lodz for 
| Polish undertitling and Polish prod- 
|uct coming Rere has been completed. 
|The feature film “Forbidden Mel- 
| ody,” is now being shot at Lodz. 


[French Pix Actor Gets 


10 Years for Nazi Work 


Paris, Nov. 19. 
Robert Le Vigan, whose real name 
Coquillaud, was sentenced to 10 
of hard labor for his Nazi 
activities. A screen character actor. 
in “Quai des 
and “Maria Chappedelaine” before 
the war. He also did radio work at 
Radio-Paris and at Radio-Stuttgart. 
The two-day trial crowded 
because people wanted to see show 
celebs appearing to testify that the 
accused was known to be of unsound 
mind Fernand Ledoux, 
Renoir, Jean Louis Barrauit and 
| Madeleine Renaud appeared on the 
|Stands. Louis Jouvet sent his evi- 
;dence in writing while Jacques 
| Becker and Christian Jacque, direc- 
were fined by the court for 
failing to appear. 


is 


year: 


he played 


Was 


Film Biz. 
1a. Nov. 8 


Brumes” | 


Pierre | 


Old Nazi Cloud Further Beclouds 
Willi Forst’s Colorpic, ‘Vienna Girls 


) music publishing house with a long 
| string of old and new hits on its 
| lists, publication of a Life-iype pic- 
ture monthly called Film, and re- 
working and modernization of both 
book and score of Offenbach’s “Or. 
| pheus in the Underworld” for early 
1947 presentation with full resources 


of the Vienna State Opera. But in- 
dustry and public here want to 
know when they'll see ai Forst 
operetta film again. Forst’s answer 

|}is not until “Madeln” is out of the 
legal woods and completed for the 
screen, 

| Just when this will be hangs on 


whether contesting parties will risk 
lengthy delays by taking controversy 
to court. Since some 3,000,000 schil- 
| lings remain static while ownership 


of prospective profits is thrashed 
| out probability is that some sort of 
out-of-court arbitration will be re- 
sorted to 

| Facts about “Madeln” are these: 
the production, one of most am- 
| bitious ever undertaken in German 
| language, was shot in Wien Film's 
| Vienna studios in 1944 and early 
|} 1945 while city was under Allied 
bombing and later Russian land 
| attack. Made in German Agfacolor, 
| negative was ready for synchroni- 
| zation and printing when entry of 
| Soviet forces into Vienna broke up 
| activities. Forst, fearful of Russian 
seizure of the completed negative, 
succeeded in hiding it for several 


months until Americans arrived and 


| put all but Soviet film activities 
}into ISB Films, operated under 
| Army supervision. Negative is at 
|} present in American custody al- 
| though second but uncut negative 
jis said to be in Soviet hands in 
| Berlin. Forst Film is listed as film's 
| producer. Arrangements, similar to 


| all those under which Forst worked 
|after Nazis nationalized and con- 
| solidated Austrian studios in Wien 
Film after 1938 anschluss; was for 
Wien Film to advance’ production 
| costs, in this case 3.000.000 marks. 
| This works out to $300,000 at official 
| 1946 exchange rates, a high figure 
|for a German language number. 
Wien Film now contends that Forst's 


personal wage was included in their 
advance and that Willi owes his serv- 


; ices to finish film witiheut further 
| ° 

advances against eventual 20% of 
the net profits. 

Goebbels Hangover 

Forst’s contention is that since 

Wien Film was at the time a strictly 

Goebbels outfit, his contract with 

its then (and present) head, Karl 


Hartl, is invalid. He wants to repay 
Wien Film its 3,060,000 and recover 
full ownership of the _ negative. 
He claims he never’ surrendered 
copyright anyhow. One point 
of view on this is that if copy- 
right wasn’t included in the Forst 
Film-Wien Film contract, Wien Film 
was defrauded. But Forst claims he 
disassociates his personal ownership 
of copyright from Forst Film's pro- 
duction contract. He further says 
| another 120,000 schillings is due him 
if he completes the film for Wien. 
If he completes it on his own he'll 
have to pay out some 00,000 addi- 


tional. He states he can work out 
color printing facilities with Agfa 
plant located in Russian zone of 
Germany. 

Meanwhile all concerned would 


like to get things moving, unfreezing 
the large investment concerned. 
U. S. official attitude, expressed by 
Woligang Woif, acting Fiims Ojfticer 
for the Army, is one of neutrality, 
except insofar as it wants to see 
Wien Film’s assets protected so long 
as it’s under U. S. administration. 
Army is known to want to divest 
| itself of Wien Film as soon as pos- 
| sible but sees no fit Austrian group 
to operate it. Hartl and his 
ates, aS company’s Nazi-time 
ators, have so far not been adjudged 
| Satisfactory. Thus company remains 
single example of Austrian industry 
in 





assocl- 


oper- 


U. S. zone unreturned to native 
management under _ the Truman 
directive 

Forst Film received one of the 
first Allied licenses to produce in 
post-“liberation” Austria, but has 
so far reserved no production time 
in either U. S. operated Sievering 
| Studio, or the Soviet’s Rosenhuegel. 


‘ 


ter 


| (“Madeln” was shot at the lat 
plant). After a second investigation 
by Counter-Intelligence Corps Fritz 
Somborn, Forst’s partner and bus!- 
|ness manager, was cleared of 
'charges of being a 1937 applicant 
for Nazi Party membership. AS 
| Forst tells the story Somborn was 
threatened with Gestapo arrest ab 
that time. 
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Saroyan's ‘Life’ Stirs Controversy 
In Vienna on Merits; Ist Nights Big 


By JOSEF ISRAELS It * 
Vienna, Nov. 10. 

Public and critical reception of 

Josefstadter Theatre’s production of 

William Saroyan’s “Time of Your 

Life” this week has stirred up more | 





Hoyts’ Gross Income | 
Dips to $11,686,236 | 


Sydney, Nov. 19. 
Gross income of the Hoyts’ circuit, 





controversy and interest than any | for year ended last June 30 dropped 
other postwar legit presentation. | $1,116,896. Gross take was $11,686,- 
Saroyan opus was placed with the | 236 good coin in view of loss of 


Josefstadter, one of town’s top 
houses by Ernst Lothar, theatre of- | 


servicemen, 


Hoyts had two theatres destroyed 


ficer for Army's Information Serv-| by fire in Melbourne, the Regent and 
ices Branch Lothar said the very! the Plaza. Latter is open now for 
American milieu and action of “Life” | biz, but former is still shuttered be- 
makes it strictly an experiment. Re-| cause of building restrictions. Take 
sults, following generally lukewarm | would have been higher if the Re- 
critical reception, remain to be seen | gent was open 

as the first few performances were Preferred divident of 6 and 7° 


sold out on curiosity values according to stock held, will be paid. 


Ovening night brought out top ‘ _ 
cultural, theatrical and government a! 
personalities, The saloon set, built Joe Schenck Visit To 
by Otto Niedermaser, is practically 


identical with that in the N. Y. pro-| M : Cj R d 
ductiot Anton Edthofer, piaying | €xico ity eporte 
the lead, looks to an American 


In Hunt for Theatres 


strikingly like George M. Cohan and 


used many Cohan mannerisms de- | re ‘ - 
. P Mexico City, Nov. 19 
spite that player's obscurity here Ext ted ' A, : j ; M 
P . mxtende visi Joseph I 
Middle part of the play was cut a Sch salah z oo An Oo Ps : By 
: schenck, 2 1- yx executl » here is 
bit. in the bedroom scene Other- wee , sais ; 
oie t was a straightaway transla causing considerable speculation as 
se lt NAN ¢ : « « € al a- ere 
to the ultimate object of his stay. 
tion by Peter von Hamm and B. Bor- | -? a eres Nee : 
Whether the Schenck visit is pro- 


‘esholm. Rudolf Steinboeck directed 
reshol duction-wise or in quest of theatres 


with some sideline assistance on the ; ; 
; h:s not been revealed. However, 
American idiom from Lothar, who 
: Nazi d { f J f latest report is that he is here to 
s a pre-Nazi director ot Joset- . ; e 
= f nt buy film theatres on a big scale, 
stadter company. 


with circuits such as those operated 
| by William Oscar Jenkins, American 
| millionaire, or that run by his 
| daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth J. Higgins, 
prominently mentioned in this talk. 

It is recalled that in the past there 
| have been both U.S. and Mexican in- 
terests dickering for the Jenkins 
chain. but negotiations always fell 
through. But no confirmation has 
been officially made of the reported 


were in no position to 
appreciate such incongruities as 
dark grey “Negro” makeup on Peter 
Wehle as the piano player or the 
newsboy singing “Irish Eyes” in 
German. Few locals knew what the 
pinball machine was. Result was to 
severely discount a top laugh in the 
U.S. production when the indefatig- 
able player finally hit the jackpot. 

Intermission talk was largely scat- 


Viennese 


: pending deal between Schenck and 
tered. Consensus was that character arse Saal jone is that the 
+1: : J@NKINS wilae ac Ss t 
delineations were strikingly written ‘ thi se acme tee eae Sl 
whoie ning S erels 1 1 lé 
and played, but that the play could | ‘ Gees cnaidutalie 
stage an 4% Ss Si « 
have used a plot. They're used to — Sie . 
plent * nlot over het ; doubt if the deal will go through. 
ylenty of plot over here. . ae 
’ Schenck now is in Cuernavaca, 
Critics tried mostly to stay on the , ee ; is 
’ nearby resort city, where he has 


fence. Dr. Herbert Muhlbauer, critic 
for “Wiener Kurier,”” U. S. Army’s | 
daily, answered the people who said 
“But, nothing happened in the play” 
with “everything important and 
mysterious in life happened in it.” 
In British published “Weltpresse,” 


leased a house, with lease reported 
expiring on Dec. 15. Expected that | 
he will return to Hollywood soon 
after that date. | 


‘SPIRIT GETS MILD 





Franz Tassie calls Saroyan “one of 
' ps Fe mart 
te os oviainal authors, writing)“ DECEDTION IN PARIS 


Strictly American to be appreciated . 
; : PI Paris, Nov, 19. 


away from the home grounds. | ; : | 

Additional interest was lent to| A French adaptation of Noel c Ow- | 
“Life's” presentation by emergence | ard’s “Blithe Spirit titled ‘Jeux 
for first time since his removal from | @’Esprits.” opened inauspiciousty at 
black list of Attila Horbiger, hus- | the Madeleine here. Noel Coward, 


who spent a few days in Paris dur- 
ing rehearsals, was not around for 
the opening. Play was nicely pro- 
duced by Andre Brule with a strong 
cast including Renee Devillers, Si- 
mone Renant, Jeanne Fusier Gir 
and Robert Murzeau but failed to go 
over well. 

One of the reasons for the cold 
reception and press notices is that 
the Virginia Vernon and Jacques 
Natanson adaptation was not liked. 
Another reason is that the film did a 
considerable business here, making 
the play appear slow and compara- 
tively static. This despite expert di- 
rection by Pierre Dux and Renant’s | 
good performance as the ghost. 


band of Paula Wessely and top local 
dramatic star. Horbiger played one 
of the smaller roles, as did Maria 
Andergast, who usually gets leads at 
the Josefstadter. 

Program note describes Saroyan 
as a writer “who likes to drink, read, 
bet, see terrible films and play ten- 
nis and poker. He is unmarried and 
wants to stay that way.” Latter 
will be a surprise to Mrs. Carol 
Marcus Saroyan. 


BELLFORT NEW AIDE 
TO RKO’S LISSIM 


Joseph Bellfort was named to a 
new position in Europe as assistant 
to Viadimir Lissim, RKO’s Euro- 
pean managing director. Phil Reis- 
man, company’s veepee in charge of 
foreign Operations, made the ap- 
pointment, with Bellfort leaving for 
Paris headquarters on Dec. 5. 

Bellfort, who has been recently in 
charge of RKO’s Far East division, 
has beew with the company 17 years. 
Jack Kennedy, long on the com- 
Pany’s foreign staff, takes his place |U. S 
as head of Far East operations. the 


are 


‘Spiral,’ ‘Main’ Top New 
U.S. Pix in Stockholm 


Stockholm, Nov. 12. 
of Sweden, 


greatest 


This key which 


one of 


city 


was the theatre 


communities for American product 


ac } 


} 
before the war. is going all out for 


screen fare currently. Heading 
list of new t 


“Spiral 


pictures doing best 


Staircase,” in its sixth 


~ 


‘ — "s ; _—_— : a “Ss yanis 
|: ormer War Vets Avert | week - egranag “ i : pa | h 
° r Main,” playing its fifth week at the 

Panic at Mex. Blaze Palladium. Longest runner of Amer- 
Mexico City, Nov. 26. ican features is “Spellbound,” now 


Coolness of several youths, 


cently discharged from the army in| 


re- | well along in its third month. 


‘ Other big “Night in 
which they had served as conscripts | Casablanca,” in its fourth session at 
during the war, averted a panic |the Astoria and Plaza, and “Kitty,” 
when fire broke out in the projection| which is playing fourth week at 
room where a new operator was | Anglais. “Lost Weekend,” has cleared 
working. at the Cine Erendira, Tux-|the firstruns in Stockholm, after a 
Pan. lengthy run at the Folkan, with a 
Ex-servicemen barked army com-/|French film supplanting it. Par 
mands at the frightened audience | plans to bring it back for additional 
Which fell in line and walked out. | playdates later this month. 
Nobody was hurt, but the cinema! “Seventh Veil.” British-made, is in 
was badly damaged. lits 17th week. 


grosses are 


Birkhahn to Bulgaria 


Jean Birkhahn, Motion Picture 
Export Assn. managing director for 
Bulgaria, sails from N. Y. today 
(Wed.) for Sofia where he plans 
huddling with local officials regard- 
ing U. S. distribution there. 

Birkhahn likely will arrive in the 
Bulgarian capital about the time 
Irving Maas, MPEA general mana- 
ger, now touring Europe, 
there. 


Power Shortage 
Bops Paris Shows 


Paris, Nov. 19. 
normal conditions 
going from bad to worse, 
damaging show business 


Disruption of 
here, now 


is seriously 


Shortage of electric power, due in 
part to lack of coal, results in fre- | 
quent cuts in the current at un- | 
expected times. 

Still stricter restrictions are 
skedded. Picture theatres find them- 
selves compelled to suspend shows 


at any time during a performance, 
frequently without knowing when 
the supply will be resumed. This oc- 
curs mostly during matinees. 
All places of entertainment 
similarly suffering Ambassadeurs 
Restaurant, already slowed down to 
a tea and dance afternoon policy, is 
now likely to close because depend- 
ing entirely on electricity for heat- 


ing 


are 


U.S.-Operated Nightclub 
In Vienna Feels Coin 
Pinch, Slaps On Cover 


Vienna, Nov. 10. 
U. S. Army Special Services has 


slapped a cover charge (50c week- 
ends, 25c other nights), on Bristol 
Hotel nightclub, largest U. S. night 
spot here. Fact is that since Army’s 
changeover to scrip, which costs 
U. S. personnel real money, trade 
has fallen off in all Army-operated 


recreational spots. This despite non- 
profit level of prices. 

Alcoholic drinks run 30c to T5c, | 
with a bottle of Italian champagne | 
$3. But even this moderate tariff 
hits the pocketbook when Ameri- 
cans must pay off with chits costing 
real dollors under the scrip system 
instead of the schillings which for- 
merly went in niteries at official 
rate of 10 to $1, despite faet they 
are purchased in black bourse at 
around 50. 





| 


Bristol presents a fairly elaborate | 
show including a line of six girls. | 
Acts are paid off in schillings and 
meals. But the Army is caught in 
the middle by the fact that 


it must | 
| 


| purchase its schillings through gov- | 


ernment channels at 10 to 1 rate 
while performers want pay reflect- | 
ing the lower or 50 to $1 purchasing | 
power of local currency. Cover | 
charge may take up the slack. 


MAUGHAM’S ‘FREDERICK’: 
MILD LONDON ENTRY 


London, Nov. 26. 
Frederick,” which started 
at the Savoy Nov. 21, is generally 
rated an outmoded revival of the 
Somerset Maugham comedy. 

It was well received, however, and 
seems likely to have a moderate run 
mainly because of the sterling per- 
formance of Coral Browne. 





“Lady 


Loew Plans Italy Prod.; 
Due in New York Soon 


Paris, Nov. 26. 

Loew's is considering joint film 
production in Italy, it was revealed 
here by Arthur Loew, head of Loew’s 
International, who plans returning 
to Rome later. In the meantime, 
Loew is flying to America next Fri- 
day (29) via London. 

His deal to purchase “Bataille Du 
Rail.” French-made feature, for 
world-wide distribution, still is being 
delayed by the French Exchange Of- 
fice. 





MPA’s Healy to Cairo 
Paris, Nov. 26. 
A. G. Healy, who has been here 
for the Motion Picture Assn., 
America, briefing himself on indus- 
try problems, leaves soon for Cairo. 
He will establish MPA Near East 


| office there, 


reaches | 


| that 


| “Idiot” 


| cupied 


| many, dubbing is expected to give 


US. Indies Sell Away 
From MPEA in Holland | serees. 


| port Assn 
| agreed, 


|} most 








Mex. Unionists Help 
H’wood Studio Strikers 


Mexico City, Nov. 26. 
Developing, printing and other- 
| wise servicing pix taken in the U. S. 
| has been stopped in Mexican studios 
as a sympathy gesture of Mexican 
lab workers for Hollywood studio 
| strikers, Gabriel Figueroa, labor sec 
of the Picture Production Workers 
Union, cabled Carl Head on decision 

Ban, said Figueroa, is on until the 
Hollywood strike 


ends. 


Low Admission Scale 
In Brazil Hits Yank 
Pix, May Quit Market 


Rio de Nov. 12 


Janeiro, 


Action of 1 “ipa »vern- | 
Action of the municipal govern | Mayer, 


ment 

local 

mer scale is difficul arstand | ; . rt 
scale difficult to understand | playing time early in 1947. 

in the trade because prices in other | : : 

fields have around 600%. New | 


in fixing admission prices for 
film houses far below the for- | 


risen 
scale established by 
Price 
schoolboy riots in which many film | 
houses 


was 
Commission 


were stoned. 


this is one of the first at- 
tempts anywhere to set admissions 
to cinema houses by law, and there 
is general dissatisfaction with the 
prices adopted. It is also forecast 
the low scale may hit U. S. 
films, forcing them from Brazil be- 
cause of the negligible revenue. 
About 99% of product shown locally 
comes from outside of Brazil. Hence, 
many theatres may have to close. 
Theatres, which in normal years 
charged about 20c, had upped their 


| 

, | 

Reps of the foreign film companies | 
believe | 
; 


bite 


| will be booked solid for 100% 


MPEA Deal for 41 Nikkatsu Houses 
Gives U.S. Distribs 175 Jap Outlets 


' Continuing its campaign to round 
| 
' 


up independent circuits and exhib- 


itors in Japan, the Motion Picture 


| Export Assn. last week closed a 
| deal with the Nikkatsu_ circuit 
| whereby the 41 first-run theatres of 
this chain will take U.-S product 
offered via the MPEA. This makes 
| 175 Jap-owned theatres already 
| Signed up by the MPEA since last 
October when it broke away from 


Japan’s two most powerful circuits, 
Toho and Shochiki, after these two 
| failed to furnish enough theatres for 
MPEA product. 


| The Nikkatsu deal is significant 
| because before the war this chain, 
| which has houses in all Japan's 
| major cities, handled nothing but 
peters product. Result is that re- 


quests from lesser circuits and indies 
are coming in faster. 


| Although the present Nikkatsu 
pact provides films from MPEA in 
| all of its theatres for a mir imum 
}O0f two weeks monthly, Charles 


MPEA managing director in 


| Japan, anticipates that MPEA films 


of the 


citer a series of EARL LLOYD GEORGE 


NEW FILM PRODUCER 


London, Nov. 19 

Earl Lloyd George of Dwyfor has 
gone into the film biz. He has be- 
come chairman of newly formed film 
company, known as St. James’ Pro- 
ductions, with capital of $20,000, 
which is to be increased to $80,000. 
Object of company is to produce a 
super film to cost $500,000, depicting 
life of Llovd George, former English 
Premier. 

Producer of film will be R. J. 
Tomson, who was part producer of 





to 40c and 50c prior to the rul- 
ing by the Price Commission. It was 
explained that these boosts were nec- 
essary because of increased rents, 
and taxes. Now local houses 
have been classified into four groups 
and has been assigned a top 
price. Best theatres may charge no 
more than about 30c while the low- 
liest nabe is permitted a 10c top. 


DUB FRENCH-MADE PIX 
FOR GERMAN MARKET 


Paris, Nov. 19. 

The French now are dubbing all 
French pictures for release in Ger- 
man occupied territory into Ger- 
man. First to be dubbed are “En- 
fants du Paradis” in Theningen, 
and “Cage aux Ressignols” 
in Berlin and “Eternel Retour” in 
Munich. To date, French films in oc- 
Germany were released in 
the original French version with 
German subtitles. Since subtitling 
had not been used in prewar Ger- 


wages 


each 


the product a better break. 
Originally distributed in occupied 
Germany by a military organization, 
French product is now handled 
there by the civilian-run pool man- 
aged by Capt. Marcel Colin-Reval. 


“Brief Encounter” and “Great Day.” 


U.S. Pix Boosted By 
Milland’s Paris Visit 


Paris, Nov. 19. 
All American picture interests 
here benefited from the well ex- 


ploited trip to Paris of Ray Milland, 
who received long rave notices in 
the whole press. The Paramount 
actor, sponsored by American Am- 
bassador Jefferson Caffery, received 
from President Georges Bidault his 
Cannes Festival award for “best ac- 
tor of the year.” This was a paint- 
ing by Othon Friezh. His press re- 
ception was unusually successful, 
and he drew more attention here 
than any American visits to Paris. 

After a few days on the Riviera, 
Milland and his wife will go to 
Stockholm and return to America 
around Dec. 10. 

Reginald Gardiner also is here. 
where known for his work in “Great 
Dictator,” “Born to Dance” and 
“Marie Antoinette.” 


Ex-H’wood Actor Returns 


To Paris as Director 
Paris, Nov. 19. 


Victor Francen, French actor of 
Belgian origin who claims to have 
played as a heavy in Hollywood, 





The Hague, Nov. 12. 
the Motion Picture 
and Bioscoop Bond have 
other American producers, 
the MPEA, have sold some 
pictures to Dutch companies. 
important batch of 
non-MPEA-pictures is 


Now that 


not in 


Nederland. Five David O. Selznick 
films including “Rebecca,” “Spell- 
bound” and “Duel! in Sun” are in 


one deal. 
also has several Hal Roach produc- 
Loet C. Barnstijn’s company 

bringing Edward Small 
films over. 


tions: 


some 


Ex- | 


The | 
American | 
held by} 


The Dutch booking office | 


will vecome a director on stage and 
He is prepping to direct a 
|stage adaptation of “Life with 
| Father.” Also mulling a deal with 
|}a Belgian group to direct a filmiza- 
| tion of the life of Rubens, the Bel- 
| gian painter. Proposed budget of 
| $800,000 would be one of the big- 
French productions. 

Moguy, also back from 
| Hollywood, is about to direct an 


| 


| gest for 
| Leonide 


adaptation of “Bethsabee,” for 
| Gregor Rabinovitch. It stars Dan- 
lelle Darrieux and Paul Meurisse. 


| Old Vic to Argentina? 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 12 


More independent American pro- o , , . 
, : i Possibility of the Old Vie Com- 
ductions are coming to the Dutch Ets, , ‘ ; f : 
‘ | pany appearing here next season is 
screens and when the MPEA starts 


in January, English and French 
films likely will get much of playing 


ing time now held. 


MICHALOVE TO SYDNEY 


} Sydney, Nov. 19. 
| Understood that Dan Michalove, 


| of National Theatres, will visit here | 
of | next March for looksee into Aussie | through that Laurence Olivier and 


| film biz. 

| Michalove has been here before 
| from N. Y. since National holds a 
j nice slice of Hoyts. 


| pointed up by visits of Aubrey En- 
rep of the British council, and 
Charles Deane, advance man for the 
London Company. Among the prob- 
lems to be solved before the visit is 
set is finding a house plus trans- 
portation of players and sets since 
the trip likely will be made by plane. 

It is hoped if arrangements go 


sor, 


come with the 
are top film 
Deane goes on 


Vivien Leigh will 
troupe since’ both 
marquee names here. 
to N. Y. soon. 
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Wake Up and Dream Sioux City Sue 
‘Continued from page 14) (SONGS) 

ready had its vogue and will prob- = olaggggy Popeye “é Drege Bsc 
ably get an additional hypo when) Sterling Holl Rich 
the film is released, Likewise, the} Ralph s i wb ed by | k McD 
color shots under Harry Jackson’s | *! watabes rere eee 
direction show the process at its best 1:3 Yas sk mv Hodg \ r 

But these, as the only good points | « Rate 4 S} \ 1 
oficred by the film, are not strong |! Ka \ e o \ 
enough. “Wake Up and Dream" too 6, 40. J . ie MENS. 
often bles over that thin line de - \\ 
Wal 1 fantasy and the ludic ¢ ' } 
Jol P: é vhose presence in the f 
hi ! ht have afforded more act 
\ Cel oO about reel and a I } 
just : ie was leaving for the w. J \ 
(remember, this film is vintage 1943) el 
and then at the close, when he re 
turns Charlotte Greenwood, give Fi: ‘ \ of Gene 
feature bill was also given plenty tne ‘ ‘ ‘ 
of slicil June Haver is only oone ect ‘ the 
quate while arrying the eaviest ‘ ce S x | S 
burden of lines. Connie Marz ¢ ‘ } e op! 
stumped by bad scripting or ( It urd Aut fare 

Story is built around the “little f f ¢ lar I vho have 
child shall lead them” heme It or two a en Autry 
opens with Payne, a ickwal far é t ¢ Is Ind ict nto the 
boy in love with the local waitress Al 1942. Follow the fixed 
going off to war, and leaving his }it- | I pic combines ash of at 
tle sister with a cousin. The little /t seasoned th ron ce, with the 
Ral runs away and come bacK to; SU ict as pes for a arm- 
Clen Bevans an old man who | long musical score ol pleasant 
dreams of the sea and has | a atunes 
ketch in his landlady’s backyard, 300 Except for a few shots of Autry 
miles fror the nearest vatel She keving his horse Champion 1! a 
has a wire from the Government say hard gallop across the open plains, 
ing that Payne is missing, and wants | most of the celluloid Js taken up with 
the old man to sail to an “island” | his crooning. Pic features six songs, 
they've dreamed about, where she|two of which are reprised no less | 
knows her brother is waiting. After|than three times. with Autry han- 
the landlady. Charlotte Greenwood, | dling the full works. His vocalizing 
sells thé tub in a fit of anger, a storm as okay according to taste, while the 
comes up and, with Bevans and/|score features only one_ firstrate 
Misses Haver and Marshall aboard,|! number, “Sioux City Sue by Dick 
the boat gets loose and sails down| Thomas. Other tunes are “Someday 
the road. This begins a series of dull} You'll Want Me to Want You,’ 
peregrinations, during which they | “You i “Ridin’ Double,” “You Stole 
pick up a wayward discharged phar- | My Heart.” and “Chisholm Trail. 
macist’s mate and run aground in Story concerns a femme film scout 
some semi-tropical river. They start-| who tricks Autry into coming to 
ed from Maine. An old hermit keeps | Hollywood by promising him a star 


them alive until the Coast Guard 
comes, during all of which Payne re- 
turns. In spite of all the maneuver- | 
ing the film follows a snail’s pace. 


Lloyd Bacon’s direction is dilatory | 
and Robert Fritch’s editing limited. | 


role in a western, But all they want 
; : a | 
from him are song transcriptions to | 
be used in an animated cartoon for 


|a donkey part. Everyone gets burned 


| 
until the whole thing is squared by | 
the girl warning Autry that a couple | 
of varmints are preparing to blow up | 
| 

| 





Neither could have done much with | tly nage ellen 
the script material offered. Cast is |@ dam and drown his cattle. oe 
handicapped by the lines put into| shot of the torrent pouring down the 
their mouths. | mountain pass highlights the pro- 
sal | duction. | 
Pic is also marked by a strong cast 
Betty Co-ed of supporting plavers headed by 
(SONGS) Sterling Holloway. as a studio song- 
ddim sil Re ee te a writer, and Richard Lane, as a mad- 
Buntion. Gtars teak Buiter: teatacea Shi |cap producer. Lynne Roberts, as the | 
Mills, William Mason, Rosemary LaPlanche, | mild heart throb, registers nicely. | 
Jan Savitt orchestra. Directed by Arihur | Production mountings are good while 
“g ph : ecg at ae and’ Georee | direction and camera work nar the| 
editor, Henry Batista: songs, Allan Roberts | general standard. Herm 
and Doris Fisher, J. P. Fogarty and Rudy ——— — 
Vallee, Frevigwed Nov. 2%, ‘46. Running |.’ Beinging Up. Father 
Joanne Leeds... .ccccsecs: Jean Porter (SONGS) 
Gloria Campbell c Shirles Mills Monogram releuse of Barney Gernrd pro- 
Bill BLO WSLEF. . s000ee. Wiliam Ry Son} duction. Stars Joe Yule, Kenie Riano; fea- 
Glenda Warren....... tosemary La Planche tures June Harrison, Tim Kyan, Wallace 
1a Wise MOVBAN..sceeseres sees: Kay Morley Caldwell, George McManus, Directed by 
ROG BEOUT, os os cceewes ex Jackie Moran Kddie Cline Screenplay, Jerry Warner 
Peggy Wilson......+. teas -...dane Isbell from original by Barney Gerard, Kddie 
A. 3d. A. WooereBesis: Edward Van Sloan | eyjne: songs, Barney Gerard, Eddie Cline. 
Plimpton 6ccWentaee é George Meader | paward Kay; cumera, L. W. O'Donnell: 
POFOR: TiS is 66s s iaqeenntisae -Patsy Moran | editor, Ralph Dixon, Premlered Laffmovie. 
Michnel Leeds.....cccee:: ..-Ray Bennett! y.) Nov. 20. ‘46. Running time, 68 MINS, 
ia ea P Jiggs... TEMES ¢ YUP ee .foe Yule 
When “Betty Co-ed” forgets its | Maggie ST ae Renie Riano 
pitch and lets Jean Porter take to | Himself... 0.0... cece e ee. George McManus 
song. this pic pokes its head above | Rimts Moore... sss... oss 
the level of tiresome puerilitie? that | pDanny / 00S Wallace Chadwelt 
it’s burdened with and makes a fair | Murphy................. Tom Kennedy 
bid to entertain. Unfortunately. this Mrs. Kermishaw ° laura Treadwell 
happens only infrequently and what | [}'nier Kermishaw....... Willi (4 My ye 
remains to harass the customers is a | Nerien.. ee cr ius ie eae 
juvenile and boring tirade against | F. Newson Kermishaw Ferris Taylor 
sorority snobbery amongst the texte | Hed Carrier... 0... eee Tom Dugan 
books. As such, its lure on the pa- Peay teeta eens a oo | 
trons is in reverse. DORA. (<< s00.0.cc00.. *" Chasion Wilson 
Pity of it is that Miss Porter can | Jenkins 7 Hervert Evans 
deliver the merchandise when she’s | Greghariy............ Dick Ryan 
asked to beat out a vocal tune. Her Seahon eee . Mike A ne — nevan 
two cantos, “Put the Blame on | Fogarty.) 0! oc eee 
Mame” and “You Gotta Do What | cima 
You Gotta Do,” are handed flashy | — 
treatment and do, for the nance, |e eee draw this film has will 
ump life into flagging celluloid. | aay ely on the power of the popu- 
But this alone is short change for | #"ity of George McManus’ King Fea- 
poorly drawn situations, childish ‘tures comic strip. from which “Bring- 


lines and unbelievable characteriza- 
tions. 

There may be cinematic ore in 
fraternal abuses but “Bettv Co-ed” 
hasn't hit the vein. Its fable relates 
the mishaps of a carnival singer 
(Miss Porter) who's been accented 
by a hoity-toity co-ed mill under the 
misaporehension of hailing from a 


first Virginia family. Bulk of the | 
footave relates her duel with the 
sorority prez: her near-denarture 
under a cloud: and her vindication 


ard acceptance into the select group, 
now happilv’ reformed. What's 
hardest to take is the conversion to 
sweetness and licht of the aforesaid 
prez ‘Shirley Mills), as thoroughly 
an obnoxious character, pictorally, 
as black-and-white brush strokes 
have painted in many a day. 

Lines are not well written and di- 
rection suffers from painfully depict- 
ing the obvious. in obvious wavs 
Performances are satisfactory and 
certainly worthy of better scrinting 
Hollywood cameras can do 
than this with a college camnis 

Wit. 


3 ‘BAD’ STARS 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Warners assigned Ronald Reagan, 
Zachary Scott and Wayne Morris for 
co-starring roles in “Three Bad 
Men,” a western tale based on the 
lawless adventures of the Younger 
brothers. 

Owen Crump will produce, follow- 
ing completion of his current job. 
“Night Unto Night.” 





better | 


|ing Up Father” is obviously adapted. | 


Neighborhood trade, mostly moppet, 
will comprise the bulk of grosses. 
In spite of occasional amusing mo- 


ments, this picture averages out to| 
something less than B_ product, | 
|largely because of a weak story. 


Casting of Joe Yule and Renie Riano 
in the Jiggs and Magvie 
cellent, even to 
blance, while the occasional 
appearances of cartoonist 
McManus adds laughs. 

| Story revolves 
tycoon’s attempt to usurp plans of 
Dinty Moore's architect-son to re- 
| build a 10th Avenue neighborhood, 
jand raze Dinty’s restaurant in the 
| process, 


physical resem- 
sudden 


George 


| across for the young architect, Jiggs | 
| unwittingly has everyone sign a peti- | 


tion to close Dinty’s. Meanwhile 
| Maggie falls for the tycoon’s social 
|lustre. Everything unwinds in a 
hurry at the end, as the petition is 
nullified by another petition. 

“Father” is paced in fits and starts. 
j}and could have done with more of 
}Yule’s vaudevillisms which were 
especially effective under the direc- 
tion of Barney Gerard, vet burlesque 
|man in his first attempt as a single 
producer. Gerard's parody of a folk 
ballad, “When the Mush Begins to 
Rush Down Father's Vest,” sung 
straight by a barroom quartet, gets 
across very well. Laughs are strictly 
fiom low humor, reverting to slap- 
stick most of the time, but will draw 
plenty of guffaws from younger 
trade. 

Technical credits are only so-so, 
with the film given a purely New 





| Barbara 


roles is ex- | 


around a crooked | 


In trying to put the plan | 


York Even some of the jokes 
localisms which might not be un- 
the city 


locale. 
are 


derstood outside 


help of King Features and Hearst 
paper backing “Father” should get 
good outside promotion to help b.o 


The Return of Monte 
drisio 
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Alexandre Dumas can. still be 
mined cinematically with profit as 
Edward Small has discovered in 
neatly piecing together a swashbuck 
] colorful and consistently en 
te ng adventure based on the 
Frenchman's Monte .Cristo legend, 
Fo} in “The Return of Monte 
Cristo.’ which carries the saga into 


the third generation, a slick melange 
of potent action and _ well-spaced 
amour will edge the patrons forward 
in their seats Rack this up 
-thing in the side pocket 
favorable comment 

moving picture is in its 
element with plot manipulation, 
stratagem and counter-stratagem, 
conflict and merger, fitted snugly to 
the footage in a fashion that should 
appeal to both junior and his elders. 
To this.is added a covey of freshly 


one as 


a sure for 
strong 
Here, the 


0.0 


| : . | 
own, Jane entrains to the city and 


conceived situations, canny suspense | 
buildup and a bit of gaudy thesping | 


by Louis Hayward who. gallops 
through a string of disguises, a la | 
Muni of yore. If the series of 
counterfeit facades which Hayward 


dons in achieving vendetta is remin- 
iscent of the Scarlet Pimpernel and 
his deeds, there's still gold in them 
hills. 

Related in the film is the renewed 
struggle for the Monte Cristo for- 
tune, with Hayward playing the 
French grandee’s’ grandson’ while 
Britton, his antagonist, is 
the innocent pawn of a seamy 
of scoundrels, Actor, at the outset, 
is framed and dispatched to Devil's 
Island from whence he escapes along 


| with ¢ ; > j ate (Steve yeravy ). | ‘ 
with a fellow inmate (Steven Geray), | whose buildup as nag-epic boxoffice 


prominent performer in the cling for 
renublican activities. 

Back in France and hidden in the 
French version of Cain's warehouse, 
Hayward turns beaver specialist to 
track his enemies_and claim his 
fortune. Tension mounts as he ren- 
ders his foes, singly hors d'combat 
and winds up in spades with a 
rough - and - tumble fracas in a 
darkened theatre. Fortune’ and 
clinch ice the cake as finale. 

Acting is slotted for top grade. 
Hayward’s is particularly versatile 
| with his disguise sequences fash- 
ioned for laurels. Miss Britton in a 
lesser part which puts no strain on 
her talents has the needed combo of 
attractiveness and grace aimed for 
| the Graustarkian approach. All the 
others fill the bill handsomely. 

Camera, direction and sound track 
; accoutrements are excellent. Musi- 





} 


acting upon the advice of fellow 
a job as secretary to Raymond Wal- 
bure who heads the Hartwell Matri- 
monmial Club Later as “Madame 
L'Amour,” she thinks she’s 


found true love in suave 


nick otf 
Fade- 


a three-time bigamist in the 
time by Lydon and Walburn 
out finds Jane and her 
swain, Lydon, facing wedded bliss to- 
vethe Sandwiched within the reels 
are two songs Rip Van Winkle” 
and “In the Middle of May hich 
Miss Withers warbles in acceptable 
fashion. 


Competent cast struggles with 


John K. Butler's dull screenplay 
hich stems trom an equally fatuous 
tory DY Lee Loet ! Art 1 

i \ G ree Blais aqirectior 
ndistinguishec thi Armand 

Schaefe1 nroauction which boasts an 


extraordinary number of stock shots 


} 


of moving railroad trains 


Wild West 


(COLOR-SONGS) 


7. | 
story under Jeffrey Bernerd’s pro. 


| duction guidance. 


With the | traveler Donald Meek, finds herself | 


finally | 
Charles | 
Quigley who's eventually exposed as | 


Tune-selling is in capable hands of 


| Phil Regan, Phil Brito, Slim Gai)- 
lard’s Trio and Frankie Carle's 
orch. Foursome delivers strongly 
to please. Regan gets off an Irish 
ditty and “Penthouse Serenade” for 
good listening. Brito socks over 
| title tune, “Five Minutes More.” “It'< 


hometown | 


Not I’m Such a Wolf, It’s Just You're 


Such a Lamb” and “And Then It's 
Heaven.” “Five Minutes” has already 
proven itself with public and other 
two have possibilitie: Gaillard 
clicks with “Cement Mixe: and 
i“Yep Roc Heresi.”” Carle’s orch backs 
sc.igs and he also sells his “Bach 
Meets Carle” piano solo for smooth 
results 

Plot is slight but since musi gives 
proceedings a lift, story is adequate 
framewor}l It concern atte pts of 
iwo crooks t fix a college row re 
race so a big bet ca be cashec 
Thrown in without explanation jis 
Elvse Knox's romantic chase of Ross 
Hunter and his resistance Miss 
Knox does capable performance in 
a not so forte role but Hunter 
fails to fill demands of virile young 
rowing star and ex-GI back jin col- 
lege A number of other younger 
players in cast could have filled as- 
Signment better, particularly Alan 
Hale, Jr. 

Regan is Hunter's older brother, 
operating nitery near campus. Paul 
Guilfoyle and Edward Brophy are 
the crooks who attempt to fix the 


TER or kK hn t ranse\y 
prod ‘ dlirecte by Purses Star 
baictie Le features ig Ates \ 

t K t Ku Henry Sarah Pas 
Screenplas I Hee hk naugh 
(¢ ecodblor) ! l ‘ ] 
H ! Wint ! Lenn (ool ! 
ie ft K Dean Rutt re 
i he ' cul director Karl 
Hladjos l'reviewed N 1 Oe Noy JN $4 
Running time, 73 MINS, 
I e Dear ‘ Eddie Deon 
Ros Ales 
\ baru 
} t ble 
‘ ‘ } } dddey 
! ouise nrrie 
| lit le Carl 
Builer * lee Bennet 
Drake Dhawear ey Frost 
Juciee l mt ' \\ tt ! ! 
‘ ! ut ] e te tl 
‘ Bila Fox ml Yow! hie 
I } Tovur ’ 
I ‘ t I" 
Halthreed Ct lie ‘I \ Roubert 
SV ORNRS «os igceaedens : John Bridges 
Kansas Teeey ys TT Tr Al Ferguson 
COCTMEF 060 +dhae% Bud Osborne 
. 7 

Production of “Wild West” indi- 
cates that it's one of PRC’s more 
ambitious efforts in which the pro- 


} 


| ducers were overly careful with de- 


trio | 





| play 


cal score of Lucien Moraweck is |! 
soundly conceived and brilliantly | 
executed. The score enhances the | 
action’s ‘effect while sufficiently | 


muted to keep out of the story's way. 
Wit. 
Affairs of Geraldine 
(SONGS) 


| the 


Republic release of Armand Schaefey pro- 
duction. Stars Jane Withers, James Ivdon: 
features Raymond Walburn, Donald Meek. 

harles (Quigley Grant Withe: Directed 
by George Blair Screenplay, John K. but- 
ler based on story by Lee Loeb and Arthur | 
Siruw camera, John Alton music Moar- 

} ton Seott; arrangements, Dole Butts: edi- 
| tor Tony Martinelli, Previewed N. Y¥., 
| Nov. 22, °46 Running time, 68 MINS, 
| Geraldine Cooper lane Withers 
| Willy Brisex James Lydon 
Amos Hartwell Rasmond Walburn 
} Casper Millhouse Donald Meek 
| J Edmund Roberts....... Charles Quigley 
Hien: Cooper coosee G2rTant Withers 
WEYOR CUseer: <. i ccssccee< William Haade 
Chariie Marth...cccccces Michael Branden 
Pie SERRE LI Cr Pee Johnny Sands 
Percy MeBiride...cccccccece David Holt 
fe ae NS rs Tanis Chandler 
Ilnice Fricke 6eodeces.eearey 3% (heshive 
Velle Walker Joseuhine Whittell 
Mrs. Hutehinses Donia Kussev 


..Edith M 
George 


| My Haddington 
Lawyer Darnell 


Griffith 
Curleton 


A surprisingly buxom Jane With- 


ers appears in this lightweight pro- | 


grammer as a small-town heiress 

who lams from her native surround- 
ings to seek a husband and finds her- 
self, incongruously enough. assuming 
the role of “Madame L'Amour” in a 
matrimonial club. Far-fetched story 
| offers few entertainment values aside 
from an excuse as a vehicle for Miss 
| Withers. 

Seeking to fulfill their mother's 
dying request to “get a husband for 
Gerry” (‘Jane Withers), brothers 
Grant Withers and William Haade 
promote some boy friends for the 
kid sister in a crude sort of way. 
However. most of the hometown boys 
don't go fer Jane and Jimmy Lydon, 
| who's really genuinely smitten, is 
| cpurned by her. 

i Feeling she should cast out on her 








tail at the expense of plot develop- 


| ment in terms of action. Gaudy 
Cinecolor protography and frequent 
inclusion of songs slow up the 
movement considerably, but hasten- 
ing process toward the close of the 
film compensates for earlier lapses, 


and “Wild West” winds up as one of 
the better westerns that will keep 
the Saturday matinee trade happy 


Big item in the film is Eddie Dean | 


is gaining with each picture. He has 
one of the better set of pipes among 
the cowboy Carusos and once he gets 
rid of his self-conscious delivery, 
his top billing will carry more value 
at the b.o. Al Larue, also has poten- 
tialities in westerns. He impresses 
as likely to develop as boxoffice in 
this type film. 


Story is along Plot 


usual lines. 


deals with a trio of Rangers who | 


have come to assist an engineer 
laying cable for a telegraph. Vil- 
lains attempt to stymie this pro- 
cedure as rapid communications will 
havoc with their lucrative 
rackets. Eventually Dean, Larue 
and Roscoe Ates overcome the op- 
position with a last-minute rescue by 
a large force of U. S. Rangers\pro- 
viding a valuable assist, 

_ The Cinecolor photography reg- 
isters well in the outdoor scenes, but 
loses much effect on the cast. For 
instance, it’s said that one of the 
femme leads, Jean Carlin. is a. red- 
head, but that can’t be proved by 
color camera. Direction of 
Robert Emmett Tansey hits a fast 
stride, once the film’s songs are dis- 


posed of. Tunes. incidentally, are 
, above par for this type film. 
, Jose. 
| onnhniteseaen 
Sweetheart of Sigma Chi 
(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Monogram release of Jeffrey Bernerd pre- 
} duction, Stars Phil Regan nivee Knox 
| Phil Brito Hoss Hunter; feutures Slim 
Gaillard Trio, Frankie Carle ore hestra [i- 
|} reeted by Jack Bernhard Screenplay 
Frank L. Moss: original, George Wagner: 
camera, L. W. O'Connell: musical director 
Kdward J. Kay; songs, Supims Cubn and 
Jule Styne: Byron Stokes ane EF. Dudleigh 
Vernor; Slim Gaillard and Lee Rieks Merle 
Maddern and Lanier Darwin Will Jason 
and Vai Burton; Eddie Seiler, Sol Mareue 
and Al Kanfman: editor William Austin 
} Previewed at Warners Fe n Los Al 
|} geles, Nov wv " 2 , . -« 
ScINR, n 4 Running time, 16 
MES TAPODs tcc iacsececces Phil Regan 
Oty ADAM. ioccscccs Elyse Knox 
oa ee Phil Brite 
ee SN as 6 Shy Cantu bas Uses Ross Huntey 
Cony h SoC esue gees . Tom Harmon 
a anhio ee Paul Guilfovle 
nen Prttevesees Anne Gillis 
| rty Edward Brophy 
| Bill Ryan Ce eceose Fred Colby 
|} Mike Mitehell ee Alun Hale, J 
| Tommy Cari Te David Holt 
| Margie Marjorie Hoerner 
(Charlie William Rensudine Ir 
Emmett Eimmett Vogan. Jr 
Ruth Kuth Allen 
Warry Townsend Robert Arthur 
| Fred Fred Datix. Jr 
| Slim Gaillard Trio 





Frankie Carle Orchestra 


“Sweetheart of Sigma Chi” man- 
ages plenty of musical entertain- 
ment and will pay off in its market. 
Outside of tunes there’s not much 
of an offering but former are forte 
enough to assure audience interest. 
Collegiate background has excellent 
production values and musical se- 
quences are neatly meshed into the 


| and 


| 


} 


race. Both are good. Among student 
body showing up are Anne Gillis, 
Fred Colby, Hale, Jr.; David Holt, 
Marjorie Hoerner, William Beau- 
dine, J1 Emmett Vogan, J: Fred 
Datig. Jr.. and others. Tom Harmon 
is in briefly as rowing coacl 

Jack Bernhard'’s’ direction does 
well in musical portions but is not 
always ~-smooth in story sequences 
Frank L. Moss scripted from original 
by George Wagner. Edward J. Kay's 


musical direction, the lensing by L. 
W. O'Connell and other technical 
credits measure up. Brog. 





New Foreign Films 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 





“El 
quer's 
MADE). 
Andes 


es Esteban Ser 


de Beequer” (° Bee- 
(AKRGENTINE- 
PYADA- 


(saices fene 


Gran Amor 
Great Love” 
PYADA 


tion sta 


rele se of 
s Delis 


Josefina | 


produce 


(lot revre Sue 


suna bkrevre directed by Alberta de Zue 
lie story, Maria Teresa leon and Ra fuel 
Aibert cumera, Pedro Narzialet reviewed 
Moybussudor, huenos Aires Kurnning 
time, 80 MINS, 
Film’s story is built around sup- 
posed loves of the Spanish poet 
Becquer. Although technically a 


great improvement on the ordinary 
run of local pictures, continuity and 
story construction are poor. Susana 
Freyre shows real promise while 
Delia Garces is wistfully appealing 
but far too static. No dice for U. S, 
mild even here, Nid. 


(ARGENTINE-MADE). 
production. Stars 
Huhr feu- 

Ihde Piro 


Aranciblas 


*“Lauracha” 
CADEC release of Pampu 
Amelia Bence, Arturo Garcia 
tures Malisa Zini, Maria Santos, 
vane; directed by Ernest 
screenplay, Hugo Maecdowall bused on story 
Miguel Clone; cameru, Pable Tahe 
ernere vt the Ocean, Buenos Aires Kune 


ning time, 91 MINS. 


bv Gite 


Long held up by raw stock short- 
age plus contractual difficulties of 
star Amelia Bence, film emerges as 
the story of a dominating and in- 
dependent weman.who is tamed by 


love. Her mate abandons her until 
he learns she is to have his child, 
when he, too, is tamed. Despite 


monotonous dialogue picture has a 
pecularly dramatic quality at times 
and looks okay down here. No ap- 
peal for U. S. audiences. Nid 


“Rotage” (‘Failure’) (SWEDISH). 
Kungsfitm production and release, stare 
Siig Olin, Stig Jaerrel: features Marianne 
Loefgren., Arnold Sfjoestrand, Elsne Albin, 
Ingrid Backlin, Harvieth Philipsser Ineee 
jmer Pallin, Erie Berglund, Gunnar Bioerne 
|} strand; directed by Arne Mattsser screen 
play. Evic Zetterstroem; camera, Sten Da lile 
gren: reviewed in Stockholm. Koning 
time, 96 MINS, 

Dramatic story of a child ef 
|}divorcement affords Stig Olin an 
actor's field day. Portraying the 
part of a spoiled young man whos 


been expelled from a Stockholm col- 
lege, he’s up to much deviltry with 
the story ending with an attempt at 


ravishment. Smartly directed, film 
introes many new names. An okay 
prosser here, it may find a murket 


abroad if not hit by censor troubles. 


“Diskret O phel a” (“Diseretion 
Wanted") (Danish). Nordisk Fitiis hem 
pagni production and releavre Sisrs Crete 
Holmer, Lily Broberg, Lise Thompser jeune 
tures Ib Schoenberg. Betiy Helsengnrett. 
Preben Neergaard Vera Geburh Pioert 
Watt Boolsen: directed by OMe Paiste 

; screenplay, Leck Fischet Fleming bLvnee 
| Reviewed in Copenhagen. Running tone 
|} 118 MINS, 

Film is interesting since it marks 
Ole Palsbo’s directorial debut. He 





does well. Ib Schoenberg and Betty 
Helsengreen portray a family, wh 
because of economic difficulties, take 
in several unmarried girls. Pic e®- 
erates some good comedy, though en 


the whole, running time could . 
trimmed to, good advantage. It wi! 
be a succely in Denmark for some 


time, and looks okay for other Sean- 
dinavian countries. But elsewhere 
it looms as a doubtful entry. W?"' 
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to the production pace set up in ‘46. 
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New York Theatres 


Errol Flynn @ Eleanor Parker 
IN WARNER BROS. HIT 
“NEVER SAY GOODBYE” 


With Lucile Watson e@ SS. Z. Sakall 
Patti Brady 
In Person 


RAY McKINLEY 


and His Orchestra 






































proach” following 0.0. by the com- 
mittee. Flatly rejected because it was 
too long and did not measure up to 
best motion picture treatment requi- 
site was “Page One Story,” 10-min- 
ute Community Chest film. 

Among others nixed for failing to 


Bette DAVIS, Paul HENREID 
Claude RAINS 
in WARNER BROS. HIT 


“‘DECEPTION’”’ 


Directed by Irving Rapper 


| 











Special Attraction |; meet ATA tests have been “Opera- 
MIGUELITO VALDES Produced by Henry Bianke | tion SOS,” United Jewish Appeal’s | 

Plus Lorraine Rognan Broadway at | one-reeler; “Marching Forward to a 
B‘way at 47th St. STRAND 51st ates HOLLYWOOD | Better World,” Salvation Army trail- 
——————< ler; “Nurses’ National Memorial,” 











tentative one-to-two reeler, refused 
| prior to production; and “Fire Pre- 
| vention Trailer,” nixed because ATA 
| Was approached too late to “eo Ww 
it for National Campaign on Fire 
Prevention, 








T Mag 


Robert TAYLOR 
oe ROUEN ITCH 


/ he Razor’ s wp dye 


He had | 














downtown and still strong at $5, 500. 
Last week, “Darling Clementine’ 
(20th) (3rd wk), good $6,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB). 
opinions on this and not 
well at $9, 000. Last week, 
Journey” (Col), $10,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-70) 
“Two Smart People” (M-G). Lucille 
Ball-John Hodiak combo helping | 
this to light $11,000. Last week. 
“Margie” (20th), (2d wk), great $15.- 
000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70) 
‘“Housekeeper’s Daughter” (UA) and 
“One Million B. C.” (UA) (reissues) 
Good $9,000. Last week. “Killers” 
(U) (3d \k), finished highly pros- 
perous run at $6,500, making nearly 
$29.000 for three weeks. 

State (Par) (2,300: 50-70)- 
Woman” (UA). Strong cast 
helping to tall $15,000. Last 
‘Cockeyed Miracle’ (M-G). 

Uptown (Par) (1,000: 
‘Cloak and Dagger” (WB) First 
nabe run. Good $4.590. Last week, 
‘Notorious” (RKO), very big $5,500. 


70) 


Gallant 





| 
| 
| 


“Strange 
line-up 

week, 
Ba 000. 


-55) 
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and Great: Clays Tere! 
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‘CRACK-UP’-CALLOWAY 





ROXY 0 0-0 :0ns 
‘PALACE 








one of 37'2c. per share on convert- 

ible preferred stock was declared. 
After deductions of preferred div- 

idends, earnings are equivalent to 


RADIO CITY 


MUSIC HALL 








B'WAY 
AND 





| 
ui cre . ent 9° ome | 
a | $5.69 per share on 2,734,180 shares 
THE JOLSON | of common outstanding. Equivalent 
G DISNEY'S STORY” | earnings in '45 were $3.31 per share | 
on 1,911,238 outstanding with the 
poUNtr: Spectacular Stage Productions 39-week profit then hitting the 


$7,529,287 figure. Gross income for 
the company has reached $139,180,445 
in the current stanza against $128.- | 


eee // hc OR 




















— 


























Paramount's 793,329 in °45, 

eeese : . 
- The BEST thing that 2 "TWO YEARS Indications of how much the lift- 
4 ever happened . . is e BEFORE THE MAST" ing of surplus profits taxes has 
yee aye, Starring | meant to film companies is given 
| he Bk: ‘ Ss | Year » ALAN mie o BRIAN pent. EVY|{| by comparison of the two years. 
bo ese B With net profits before taxes of 
0) Qur Lives BAR N WETEGERALD | $31,148,768 for the current nine- 
RIVOLI, Broadway at 49th Street|]) mont} riod, 20th } id 
SWAY ond } month perioc t las laid aside 
FE . aeanenenl AS I YR ins | $12, 750,000 for taxes. In "45, although 








| profits before taxes in the com- 
parative period were only $26,140,398 
company had to allot a chunk 
equalling $16,300,000 for the Govern- 





=e ON SCREEN} LN PERSON 
HELD OVER |Ralph SLATER 
Mark Hellinger | (World's Greatest 











Presents ; ment. 
een ner Third quarter net is $4,770,366. 
HEMINGWAY'S compared with $2,095,927 last year. 
TAH 
“THE bie BL 


Equivalent stock earnings are $1.67 
per share this year for the quarter 
against 89c. in °45. 


SISTERS 
Pies Others 







KILLERS” 


MIOMIGHT rratue® 
ween 


DARAMOUNT 
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Cleveland, Nov. 26. 

Sluggish takes are being registered 
by many key spots for pre-Thanks- 
giving stanza. Vaude-film combo of 
Cab Calloway band and “Crack- Up’ 
|} at Palace responsible for the 
strongest business. Reissue of * Rags 
|in Heaven” stacks up as best straight 


| filmer. 


1S 


Estimaies for This Week 
} Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—*“Mar- 
| gie” (20th). Nice $15,000 on second 
lap after great $18,000 last week. 

Hipp (WB) (3.700: 55-70) “No- 
body Lives Forever” (WB) (2d wk), 
Oke $15,000; smart $22,000 last round 

Lake (Warners) (800: 
“Sister Kenny” (RKO) 
fish $2,400. Last week. 
Clementine” (20th). $2.000 
downtown week 

Ohio (Loew's) (1.200: 
Years Before Mast” 
Satisfactory $7,500. 
Ace” (Par) (3d wk). $6 er 

Palace (RKO) (3.300: 5-90) 
“Crack-Up” (RKO) with Cab Cal- 
loway orch on stage. Strong $33,000. 
Last week, “Shadow of a Woman” 
(WB) plus Frankie Carle’s orch on 
Stage, $34,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 55-70) 
“Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue). 
Oldie pulling $21,000. Last week, 


55- 70) 
(m.o.). 


on 
55-70)—“Two 


(Par) (m.o.). 


Last week, “Mr. 








Mixed | 
drawing | 





Of- 
“Darling 
third | 


' se 
|“No Leave” (M-G), under par at 
$20,000. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70). — 
i"“No Leave” (M-G) (m.o,) Med im 
$11,000. Last week, “Two Years Be. 
fore Mast” (Par) (m.o.) Sd wk), 
extra fine $9,500. 


ST. LOO STILL LAGS 


BUT ‘ANGEL’ GOOD 176 
St. Loui 

B till is lagging { g 
1OUSE are showing nothi 

le anybody this week Ho 8 
re predominating. “Ange! 
Shoulder” looks best of tl 
uit will do only passably : 
ous is in its seventh and fi eek 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75 
Angel on Shoulder” UA ane 
Blondie” (Col). Good $17,000. Last 
veek, “No Leave” (M-G) and “Shad- 
owed” (Col) (3d wk), $12,000 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75) — 
“No Leave” (M-G) and “Shadowed” 
(Col) (m.o.). Mild $4,500. Last week, 
Westerner” (FC) and “The Bohe- 
mian Girl” (FC) (reissues) solid 
$8,000. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 50-75) 

“Two Years Before Mast Par) 

| (3d wk). Sturdy $11,500 after $14,000 
fo econd session 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75 | 
lonesome Pine” (Par) and “Sun Val- 
ey Serenade” (20th) eissues), 
Thin $17,000. Last week, “! Luck” 
(RKO) and “Crack Up” (RKO) $17,- 

| 500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
Margie” (20th) and “Wild Bea ‘ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Nice $9,000 after 
stout $14,500 for first stanza 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60) 
“Notorious” (RKO) (7th wk). Okay 

fine $6,000 


| $5,000. Last week, 


‘Notorious’ Giant 246. 
Wash.; ‘Mirror’ Big 226 





Washington, Nov. 26 
General moderate tempo of town's 
main stem biz is given a lift this 


| week by sock session of “Notorious” 
at RKO Keith’s. “Dark Mirror 
is good at the Earle. 

Estimates for This Week 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80) 
“Notorious” (RKO). Wow $24.000 
ant holds. Last week, “Sister Ken- 

ny” (RKO), good $16,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85) 
Mirror’ (U). Trim $22,000, 
up to hopes. Last week, 
| (WB) (2d wk), $15,000. 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 
“Angel on Shoulder” (UA), with 
vavde. Modest $24,000. Last week, 
“Always Loved You” (Rep) (2d wk), 
nice $22,000. 
Little (Miller) 


also 


‘Dark 
but not 
“Deception” 


44-80) 


(285; $1.20: $2.40) 








|“Henry V" (UA) (3d wk). Still 

| going at capacity $6,500. Ditto last 
week. 

| Metropolitan (WB) (1,513: 44-70) 
“Nobody Lives Forever’ (WB) 
(2d run). Average $7,500 Last 
week, “Kings Row” (WB) ‘reissue), 
fine $10,000. 

| Palace (Loew) (2,370; 44-70) 
“Margie” (20th) (2d wk). Okay 
$18,000. Last week, solid $23,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 44-70)— 


| “Three Wise Fools” (M- G) (2d run), 


Mild $6,500. Last week, “Two Years 
Before Mast” (Par (m.o.), neat 
| $11,000. ap 
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SPORTSERVICE, Inc. 


JACOBS BROS. 
HURST BLDG. BUFFALO 2. N.Y. 
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BDDIE ALBERT * FAYE MARLOWE « GAIL PYTRICK 


Critics say, “SWELL! 





ALL FOUR NATIONALLY 
ADVERTISED WITH SENSA- 
A TIONAL RADIO, NEWSPAPER 
AND MAGAZINE CAMPAIGNS 
.. . COAST-TO-COAST! 








KEEP YoUR BOX OFFICE EYE ON REPUBLICS 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Oliver Jensen, Life mag film editor, devoted two full pages o 


6)ni issue giving the film industry the same going-over it 
lust couple of weeks from Sam Goldwyn and Walter Wan 
hich started with Wilson Mizner’s “Over a 


ory \ crack, 


4 








has 


xer 


take! 


Gist 


the 


i! 


ot 
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1Oth 
the 
the 


t Universal City 





hey almost made a great picture, but they caught it just in time,” was that 








E-L Now Has 7 Salesmen | 


the 


special 


Eagle-Lion 


mnbver ot newly 


brought to seven 
created 


he tapping of R. L 
Her- | 


sales reps with 
VicCoy, William 


man R. Beiersdorf for jobs. This fills 


Shartin and 


15 sales staff planned by 











| rent 


i nesota, 


Hollywood has made more money than progress in the last 10 years. ; id hieidlehiees al ie 
Entire issue was devoted to developments over the past decade with a E-L to spearhead aistri ‘ : t 4 
ection going to films Jensen said that any resemblance to Eric x. E-l nen il oneer s¢ Ss ol 
painting of films as “the art of democracy” purely coincl pan PRC 1 lal 
t He mentioned the rise in production costs and disappearance ol " is i " 
ooking under Government decree, as well as the threat of British ) , the Cleveland 
the American market Story pointed out the fact that “ac: ( Alb \ and Buffalo 
ed escapism...is not leadership,” and the “prewar international Beiersde Dallas, New Or- 
of American films waned Mentioned cul Rus- |; °°" ere 
f closing its territories to Hollywood product, and the t} . ad aga ape f° 
‘ ne straightforward imphecity and re S In o J n | Atia : a . ' “ 1 ss ; 
e U. S. film industry needs “not only cunning, but are 9 ca geen Biceaie B ) 
1] his Vio \ ao new a b2rMCEMt e1ers 
i bove all, courage. eet ene Sitidae dlateiok manne’ 
Deal for Paramount to produce a biopic of Bills tose has been m- x 7 vic rh arcane 
po i vmied through the insistence of Fanny Brice that she be per- | 5€!% ourhern GmStricl manage 
ted to see the shooting script before the film goes before the cameras. | ‘”’ \ ' Bros 
Viixs Brice i Rose’s first wife 
Co ie e has been especially cautious about permitting any mention | 
C on to her to be included films since 20th-Fox’s “Rose of Wash- . . | 
Miss Brice, who w: ried to Nicky Arnstein, claimed | Foreign Pix 
' c owed her in a bad | ; oen ied’ 20th after the film's |] Continued from page 3 
ele é d settle for $50,000 a — ss a 
— ———S > — = t ( 1 t 4] 
’ = _— " Tt £ é ( 1 Fre ( 
Export Poo! the same. thing, Mulvey declared siinaes a then arthur Rank 
| Goldwyn pictures will lead the pa- panhereen ls ave sone , more and 
Continued from page 5 = rade, regardless of profit, into u- one te ortat in n the last | 
eoslavia. Poland and_ the rest ol eenanal te ‘ | 
als ‘apitulated to the extent of | European countries where American 2 
P t the interest of American | product is not being exhibited His Anotne ead cat g 10 ; ‘ 
ity, not to offer his pic- | agreement with MPEA not to maké €ase is probably the shortage ol 
s for sale in any of the 13 coun-/a deal until it does is now keeping | ?*“' uct avi lable to . abe houses 
s in which the MPEA operates | Goldwyn from going it alone on a| When change shows Two OF three 
1 after MPEA has made a deal | patriotic basis, Mulvey said. times a week With top product 
fi is films - MPEA member companies, which ne vy playit . Six or eight weeks A 
Lip Service Alleged include the eight majors, are doing | Broadway first 1 situations _ 
Otherwise, however, Mulvey is}a great disservice to the U. S. and to) Nves have been forced - valt ry 
bitterly opposed to the export or-|the industry, Mulvey feels, too, in | til these chen have been complete 
2: ation He maintains that it | pumping an excessive number of Result is a gem of new pix walt | 
hi ven nothing but lip service to | films, many of them bad, into for- | '%& to get Into the fi st run houses | 
e proposition that American films |eign countries. The result, he be- | #2d a product pinch tor the subse- 
should be playing abroad for the |lieves, will be increased exchange | quent runs 
purpose of selling U. S. democracy. | restrictions, quota laws and _ bad | Of the 17 Manhattan houses, le 
“While the member companies re- | feeling. | than half of them (8) are what can 
peniedly say they are willing to], be considered art houses, Of the 17 
ve their films shown in European | | |} pix playing them, seven are Rank | 
countries regardless of profit, for | i} productions, one was turned out by 


the purpose of selling America, every 
1 opportunity arises to do 
something about,it, they duck it be- 


le an 


| 


Zukor Fetes 


Continued from page 4 





| 





cause they can’t make any money at |Century Pictures till absorbed by 
it. Poland is a ease in point. There |G. B. Ernest Blake, former picture 


a Polish mission over here | theatre circuit owner and now 
months ago. anxious to make a deal, | chairman of Kodak, England; 
American pictures could be playing |George Adams, who represented 
there now. But because the com- | Lumiere Bros. in 1896; Jimmy 


panies haven't been able to get the | Squire, who has been Metro sales 


financial deal they want, they've 
cone nothing but talk, talk, talk.” 

In Mulvey’s opinion, 
films could be gotten into practi- 
cally every country of Europe, 
whether or not it is Soviet-control- 
led, if the MPEA members were 


j}its inception, and 


tending. 
Veterans, who 


ing native coin to pile up, rather 
than insisting on getting exchange |for America, in 
out |George Weltner, 


If other companies will agree to ' Queen Elizabeth, 


head and director of company since 


Tommy France, 


company 


Dec. 


7, 


on 


American | secretary of the Veterans and con- 
|nected with the industry since 1900, 
| also were among pix biz celebs at- 


number 190 orig- 
willing to make sacrifices by allow- | inally, are now down to 117. 

Zukor, after visiting Sweden sails 
with 


the 














Chere’s only one Lord Tarleton 


Within its blockfront of ocean 
ie privacy—40th to 4ist Streets = 
Swimming Pool . Sun Club. Cabanas. 


a f Gabi. 





Jack Parker, Manager 





Reservations Invited « « « Walter Jacobs 























|| French-made, two Russian, one 


an indie British five are 


Ital- 


producer, 
| ian and one Swedish. 
| Theatres showing foreign pix but 
which are not art houses include two 
Broadway first runs. 
(Brandt) very seldom 
| foreign pix in the past 
rently running the’ British-made 
“Man from Morocco.” Other Broad- 
way house, tiie Winter Garden, is 
under lease to Rank as a N. Y. show- 
case and is currently playing his 
“Notorious Gentleman.” In addition, 
the French-made “Carmen” preemed 
at the Broadway Ambassador last 
(Tuesday) night. 

Smaller number of houses playing 
foreign pix outside Manhattan indi- 


has 





played 
but is cur- 











cates, according to industry officials, 
that the importations have not 
caught on to such a great extent 


among he suburbanites, signifying 
they still have a long way to go be- 
fore they'll do any business in the 
small towns. Even in Brooklyn, for 
example, only six of the borough's 
top 99 houses are currently playing 
foreign pix, all of which are Rank 
productions that broke in on Broad- 
way. 

Of 205 theatres in other N. Y. bor- 
oughs and suburban Long Island, 
Westchester, Connecticut and New 
Jersey, only three of them screened 
foreign pix over the weekend. All 
were Rank films, including “Ma- 
donna of the Seven Moons” in a 
Queens house and “Blithe Spirit” in 


other in Westchester. 














Acad Bars 


| 
i 


Gotham | 


— ee 














tax proposals made during the cur- 
Pittsburgh, Washington, 
Boston, and Chicago, again, are now 
facing the prospect with the battles’ 


year, 


results hidden in a cloud of dust. In 
Pittsburgh, the citv council has come 
out for the tax Washington, a 
10°, bite is been recommended by 
¢ ipital commissidnet with 
Congress as the arbiter: Boston has a 
$1 per seat per year proposal being 
veighet and Chi, with one drive 
topped, is facin inother by munic 
pal authorities 

Viedium ed towns shape up as 
follow Miami, Fla, voted down im- 
position of an amusement tax; At- 
lanta, proposal for le on each 50c 
dropped: Springfield, Mo., tax bite) 


iow under consideration; Atlantic | 
City, 3° nick on all amusements | 
imposed; Rochester, N. Y license 
fee of $50 boosted to $900 for all 
houses seating over 2,000; Canton, 
O } ¢ tan referred to couneil: 
Portland Ore... le per ticket lax 
fi ad I dene R ] ’ adm 
on ti raid defeated; Charleston 
W \ r nick pel ticket pas ed 


and Milwaukee, license fees boosted 


Hundreds of smaller cities and 


towns have met the issue in one was 
or another but what’s happened in 
the past is only a dress rehearsal fol 
the future, tax expert ay. Climb- 
ing wages for civil employees plus 


high backlog of municipal improve- 


nents that marked time during the 
war are going to push many more 
localties into a search for added 
funds, it is pointed out. 


On the state level, survey reveals 


that some 27 states have ticket taxes 
jand 31 charge fees for licensing 
Current scene and the past six 
months have brought forth number | 
of statewide fights on the issue 
Maine beat a 5% ticket tax follow- 
|ing a statewide referendum. In Min- 


legislation to permit cities to 
levy amusement taxes is being stud- 
ied. Illinois legi 


g much 
trumpeted 


per- 


lature, in a 


fracas, nixed a five 


j cente rs 


In the grand march by politicos to 
the boxoffice, only two opposite 
moves were made. In Kentucky, at- 
tempt to repeal the state udmission 
tax toook a tumble in the Senate. 
And Missouri is currently mulling 
legislation before it to reduce’ by 
20° of its existing admission tax. 


Maps Chi Amus. Tax 























=e Continued from page 4 oe 
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the benefit 
obtainable 
| Metro’s other possible 
|for Academy awards, “Till the Clouds 
Roll By.” goes into Radio City Music 
| Hall, N. Y., following completion of 
ithe run of the current “Jolson 
| Story.” Bookings, according to the 
'Metro chiefs, thus give its two top 
films the houses in the country 
—Carthay Circle on the Coast and 
the Music Hall in the east. 


Samuel Goldwyn, 


the best “class” 


run 


best 


meanwhile, has 





decided not to preem his “Best 
Years of Our Lives” at the Four Star 
theatre here as originally planned 
on Dec. 11. Instead Goldwyn will 


| take advantage of the Academy's 
| seven-screenings rule, which do not 
| call for the screenings to be held 
lon a 


consecutive run basis. 


Producer, consequently, is running 
special showings of the film at sev- 
|eral theatres, mostly at midnight 
performances, with Academy officers 
among the special invitees. “Years” 
| will probably not get a regular 
| booking in L. A. until after Jan. 1. 


contender 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 
Proposal of a 


city amusement tax 
which would raise present $220,000 
revenue contributed by Chicago 


amusement industry to $450,000 to 


come entirely out of amusement- 
goers’ pockets, was put before the 
city council last week by Arthur 


Lindell, city budget director. 


New Tax Hot-Seat _ | 


— Continued from 


page 13 ——————- 








atively approved by council sub- 
committee, asks that the city levy 


« 


tax of .05%o on duecats of 30¢ or Jess 
I‘ on a 31 to 50c¢ admish: 243 on 
tickets from 5le to a dollar: and 3° 
on tickets going for more than a dol- 
wl 
Plan vould replace the present 
stem of a license fee paid by thea- 
tre which scaled from $220 an- 
ally for houses with lowest ad- 
mish prices, to $3,200 for the larve 
loop hou City doesn’t cure 
ere the new coin comes ‘ 
cither the theatre will absorb 
t would become part of the pavee 


burden 


San Bernardine Exhibs Win 
San Bernardino, Cal... Nov. 26 


Film exhibitors won a precedental 


legal victory ovér this municipality 
In Superior Court where Judve 
Charles Haines ruled that the 3c 
tax on theatre adm ions inca 
itutional ana vaered 1 
rf iJ oO iatel $175,000 to ‘ 
! atr< mperaiors Court a 
uch levies are discriminatory and 
place an inequitable tax on ; nele 
business 
Victory for the theatres in 
test case will be followed by co 
action against othe municipalities 


throughout the state where = § taxes 


have been laid on amusement ticket 





| Brit. Stories 


Continued from 





page 5 — 


resulted in a 
story 


have 
fol 


hypoed market 
properties. 
In addition, 


British au- 
thors to native producers is part of 


selling by 


| the overall British economic pattern, 


calling for the British to export as 


|}much as possible to build up ex- 
change currency. Several British 
authors on the patriotic side, M 
Brandt said, have sold their works 
to British producers for slightly 


less than what they were offered by 


American companies, under the a 
sumption that the resulting British 
film’s earnings on this side of the 
Atlantic would be far greater than 
| what the author would have te- 
ceived from his book sale. 

English writers are getting back 
to a realization of what the public 
wants much faster than are Ameri- 


To Cost Theatres. 450G | 


| also developing much more rapidly 


| have 


Recommendation, which was tent- | 


can authors, Mrs. Brandt declared 
Young, tyro authors in Britain are 
than young American authors. 

Mrs. Brandt bought several scripts 
in England and also found several 
authors to subsidize, but will with- 
hold details until after the contracts 
been cleared through Metro's 
legal department. She and Olin 
Clark, M-G’s eastern story chief, are 
slated to fly to the Coast Dec. 6 for 
two weeks of huddles with 
execs on results of her trip. 


studio 











one house on Long Island and an- | 
























| 

| teamed up with Bruce Currie to 

create the Tassel Slipper, an out- 
standing leisure shoe built on 
@ regular shoe last. Sorry, 

| no mail or phone 

orders, 

Tassel Slipper $30 

| 





Cc TCco 


400 MADISON 








FOR MEN ONLY! 


Here's no dressed-up moccasin, but a 


new shoe in its own right. Lefcourt has 


ae ‘ 


ur 


AVENUE 
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' ~ First-Runs | 

















__— continued from page 3 





‘eyiminal” the way pix played on | 
the Atlantic seaboard and elsewhere 
end maintained that adoption of the 
1 4 system would materially boost 





returns 


Bk egy Coming Soon on the Chesapeake & Ohio 


“ly the most profitable situ 
the country for its population 
, every top and medium budget- 


iranteed three to tive 


se a fo. dav-and-date preems 
a tog been. sales execs aN 
; ts ell nigh triple that of solo 
aa » openings while length of 

m of films have hardly been at 
tected by n ultiple playings 

Idea was touched upon by Gins- | 


here last week when the Paramount | 
exec said it might be the answer to 


) spiralling production costs vhich F 
have resulted in added pic-making | 
expenses of 60 to 75% over the past 
three vears. Blumberg, also backing | ; 
the releasing change, rece ntly won 
National Theatres over to allotting os 
1] five f 1 in houses in L. A. fe 





company recular release chedule 
Starting with “Canyon Passage,” U 
' vill now have the Ritz, Guild, Iris 


Studio and United Artists Down- 
fown theatres as first-run house 








A}] other majors open their pix in | 


n three to five theatres of the NO NEED TO STAND IN LINE AT 


Coast town 


Backers of the plan note that the | TICKET WINDOWS JUST RESERVE A 


firsterun is the key to the entire 


po. problem since” they” bringin COACH SEAT OR PULLMAN SPACE* 


between 75% and 90° of entire 


profits of a film. New York is cited BY PHONE. 
as a typically bad situation § since 


















































} first-runs are crowded into the 
narrow Times Square area with the 
| constant jam on theatres discourag- | 


ng sizable chunks of the popula- 
tion from attending early pix runs. | 
| Also pointed out is the fact that | 
] Loew's 56 subsequent run houses 0) 

| RKO’'s 35 bring to the distrib com- 
paratively low profits ranging from 
| $30.000 to $140,000. Joker noted 

| that one first-run house can bring | 





| in an equivalent amount per pic 
with returns of nabes that follow 
in the peanuts class. 
How lt Figures In N. Y. 


) Execs argue that if New York was 
splintered into four sections—Man- 
hattan, Brooklyn, Bronx and Queen 

with first-run houses built or | 
converted for each area and pix 
played day-and-date for the fom 
sectors, the hypoed profits would be 
terrific. In each instance, it is felt, 
these theatres could garner prices 
in the Times Square level. And the 
| coin that’s lost because patrons won't 
| 








lide the subways to catch a pic early 
Will be recovered in painless neigh- 
borhood operations. 


THEN PAY FOR YOUR TICKET AFTER 
YOU BOARD THE TRAIN OR USE 
THE NEW C&O CREDIT CARD. 


Other cities are in the same boat. 
its claimed, with Chicago, Phila- 
delphia, Detroit and St. Louis as 
notable examples. Plan is attractive 
to the majors because one or more 
have their own affiliated chains in 
almost all larger cities and can 
convert nabes without loss of prof- 
itable first-run cash. : 
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_ Enterprise-VA | 





This new optional service, now being worked out help of other organizations whose 


co-operation is needed. It is hoped 


hy the C & 0, should be available in January. — «% believed that you can “Pay as 














Continued from page 4 —— you go—on the C & O” in January. 
Saaheemenenenell 

| closeness. Other top indies were . : Watch for the announcement. Plan 

frankly envious of the deal and it HY should the business of The Chesapeake & Ohio asked itself ot eee a ae ‘ 
may be the fo £ similar ef iat t} ti i uns othe to use this service in the territory 
nay e forerunner of similar ef- ‘anging a train trip be sucha 1ese questions— and came up " , 

| forts by them to make contracts only , sa: . s , } Le - “Pav as you go—on the served by the Chesapeake & Ohio. It 

] for domestic release, if the distribut- nuisance? Why should the traveler be the ans cid ay as you g will make the planning of your trips + 

‘ng companies will accede. In that put toa lot of trouble? Why shouldn't C & O.” Under this new plan you'll mics quicker ond sleigler, onl cok 
tase, some of the indies would pre- | ————, a oe ‘ b . —— . nuc “Ke : ’ ‘ 

| r doi , ? e able to phone in advance for either 
fer doing business on their own | the railroad take the trouble? } 


* nothing extra. It will be the latest — 
#broad, making deals with domestic a coach seat or Pullman space. 


cistribs in each territory. Why should you have to stand ina You'll go straight to the train, take but not the last--of many services 
i ic i rendered oy the Chesapeake & Ohio 

ae Lineap | ticket line, or send someone, often your reserved space, and pay for : : I aasty 

ie. Se er tee a : in- | days in advance of your journey, just vour ticket there or use thenew C&O to make rail travel more sensible anc 
por sonig ie eee | ickets? y — . more enjoyable. 

Veronica Lake starrer whi¢h will be | to get your tickets? credit card which is now being > enjoy 

previewed this week; “Arch of Tri- | 

umph,” Ingrid Bergman-Charles | Why shouldn't you be able to planned. * A credit card will be necessary to hold 

Boyer Slarrer now editing; “The | 


2 ° ° » a RDA SE Z Vv es, of 
reserve space by telephone, go right Detailed arrangements for this Pullman space reserved by phone unless, o 


Other Love,” Barbara Stanwyck- course, you want to buy your tickct im 


David Niven starrer now filming: to your place on the train, then new service are at present being 
‘Burning Journey,” John Garfield 
starrer Which starts shooting Dec. 9: 
Wild Calendar,” Ginger Rogers 
starrer now preparing; and an un- 


~ Lewis Milestone production 
an 


_“nlerprise board meet at which 

bed pact will be ratified will be held - ; 
Sta this week or early next week 

Stars 


he producers and other who hold 
neresis in the films will get a 


advance, for Pullman space carries a penalty 
simply pay for your ticket en route? worked out. The C & O is seeking the if not used or properly canceled. 











-hane ; j i leveland 1, Ohio 
chance to express their opinions on The Chesopecke & Ohio Railway, Terminal Tower, C L 

wed Ceal, although there is no indi- 

‘ation of disagreement. } 


— board Monday also okayed a 
pecthsrmamae extension of Jules | 
ees * releasing contract. It be- | 
the m effective after he delivers to | 
; company, shortly after Jan. 1. 


New Orleans,” on which he is now 
Working, \ 
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New Rules on Applications Spelled 
Out by FCC to Ease Swelling Docket 


Was! ington, N vV, 


See change Detroit in ABC P.A. Setup 


u “4 Y the ability ind s eed with | 
ac i ( ) 1¢ = i xe 
$ pe io F'¢ 
} 2 i ; ‘ ame ive 
S10 a I s es and reg- 
1 i 
i ake 
I bulg 
| with 
¢ ippl ) tests 
i ¢ { ind Ot! idaches 
( ) é Om! l ( s t ie- 
] ( 4 to contusior 
The t change is a gnea to ¢ 
ao ) quent an naments in 
ad i m req Ss Thi provides 
sreatter, once an application is 
cet > } ne, the biddei nay noi 
i es unle he shows 
i ] ! tition, 
Wha " { ie a is his 
‘ ) ya Tf no ol ¢ nave 
» file iffidavit declaring whethet 
’ not Ne receivea anys consiaera- 
lio or the change ol earl 
FCC, it was pointed out, wants full 
knowledge of the “maneuverings 
among ipplicz ints to bette their 
chances of getting on the air quickly. 
This means that, if Joe Doakes has | 


filed for one site at 620kc and late 
amends to another location and chan- 


ne he must swear thal his choice 
was made of his own free will or 
that he was persuaded to do it by 


agreement with his competition for a 
“consideration.” 


no amendment will be considered | 
without “good cause” if filed more 
than 20 days after the commission 
has released a “proposed decision” | 
on the case. FCC also ruled that it} 
will no longer dismiss applications 
“without prejudice” once they are | 
set for hearing. If dismissed “with 
prejudice,” the applicants may not 
refile for another year. 
20-Day Limit 
change strikes a 
cisions to go through hear- 
ing for ‘tae to a frequency. From | 
now on FCC gays it will “dismiss with- | 
out prejudice” any bid filed within 
less than 20 days of the hearing into} 
which it would automatically be 
thrown. Recently, the United Auto- 


4 


Another 


minute 


last- 


into a three-way scrap for an AM 
station there by filing an eleventh- 
hour application less than two weeks 
before hearing. More recently, 
WASH Broadcasting Co., of Wash- 
ington. D. C., filed five days before 
a heaving slated on other D.C. appli- 
cants for the same frequency. 
now on, such requests are definitely 
“out.” 

This change represents a further 
FCC interpretation of the Supreme 
Court's ruling in the Ashbacker ra- 
die case. That decision requires the 
commission to hold simultaneou 
hearings on all mutually exclusive 
applications. However, FCC has au- 
thority to make “reasonable rules” 
to carry out this mandate. 

“Bona Fide” Only 


All of these tightened procedures | 


are expected to discourage filing of 
any except “bona fide” bids for radio 
operation, FCC men said. 

Final FCC amendment of its rules 


concerns procedure for “waiving 


heavings” in contested cases. The| 


commission declared it may ask for 
more written info when parties 
Walve oral 
unable to arrive at a decision, may 
call for a hearing in any event. In 
all such cases, FCC will release pro- 
posed decisions and give all sides the 
right to further argument, it was 
siressca, 

Thi last rule i expected to cause 
Littl loss oi sleep my the ina 


Sinatra Bobbysoxer Ban 
Fine Piece of Treachery 


Frank Sinsci has climinated 
studio audience from his Old Gold 
broadcasts beginning with tonight's 
(Wedne; 


lay) performance from New 


York. His program-was so disturbed | School boys 


last week (20) by the clamor of kids 


in the audience and the mob that 
tried to get into the broadcasting 
studio. that he decided no audiences 
at all would be preferable. at least 
while his show emanates from the 
east. 

Decision hadn't finally been made 
yesterday (Tuesday? afternoon on 
the studio to be used for tonight's 
broadcast, but it’s quite possible that 
Liederkranz Hall, a CBS spot and 
a Columbia Recording studio will 
be pul io use 


New York for orientation and to get 





ABG network has de 


Det t office entere at WX i 
i I ms | ) | 
| | ~ i 
tices fe & flacke re 
sided ove 1 New York by Earl 
M € hicago and Holly- 
Last Wwe Mull brought Jin 
Quello, chief flack at WXYZ, into 





him acquainted with the h.o. opera- 


ions KLZ SPORTS EDITOR 


BOB HARRI 


. “ a. DE s 
N. y. Radio Council KLZ devotes abundant time and 


thought to serving the aimost uni- 


| versal and diversified interest of its 
in cla FeO listeners in sports, 


| growths of the 


work situation | 


Writers Guild, International Brother- | 
Also new is FCC's requirement that | hood of Electrical Workers, National 


Technicians, 


KLZ, DENVER. 


Radio labor this week took its first a 











formation of the! 


common front of crafts and wuies| Gra -L ons Feud 
which is one of the indirect out- | y y 

» embroiled AFRA-net- E di 
the Radio Directors Guild, in New | 


A new Hatfield-Coy feud is brew- 

- Ord, and fol eu the New York Ing in the radio field as result of 
Council of Radio Unions : 

'recent activities of Barry Gray and 

Attending the meetings were dele- | NY.P , ' V1 

gates from the Directors Guild,.Radio | “‘:*: ost columnist onard Lyons, 

with the matter just as likely to 


big step toward 


On Monday night (25), reps of five | 
organizations met at the offices of} 


wind up in court suit as blow up 
Assn. of Broadcast Engineers and 


and AFRA 


, leged libelous remarks made about 
Three important unions were ab- 


sent. These were the American Fed-| im couple of weeks ago by the | 


eration of Musicians, the American | WOR, N.Y 
Communications Assn., and 


| affiliates 


| Francisco. The idea is, ultimately, 
|to merge thé local councils into one | transcript of the programs in ques- 


From | 


arguments and, if still} 


nightime disk jockey, 


United Office and Professional Work- 
ers of America. Latter two are CIO| Ernst was conferring with WOR at- 
torneys on the matte! 
The CIO unions, it was agreed un- Action is result of allegedly de- 
officially, will not be approached for | ogatory comments against Lyons 
a time. The AFM was not repre-| supposed to have been made by 
sented because Local 802, New York,| Gray on several of his programs, 
holding elections next week (5). vhich reflected on the type of stor- 
It was agreed informally by those | ies Lyons wrote, on Lyons’ sources, 
present at the meeting that there | 2nd on the columnist’s “liberalism.” 
will be another get 
as possible after the AFM elections, | ing these derogatory 


statements. 


so that the administration of Local After word reached him about | 
mobile Workers (CIO), Detroit, got | 802 could participate authoritatively | these broadcasts, Lyons is supposed | 


after the balloting. to have complained orally to the 
The New York Council is only one | station. Apparently dissatisfied with 
of four already begun, the others be- this move, he subsequently retained 


ing in Chicago, Los Angeles and San| counsel. Since then, the lawyer has 
been trying to obtain a recording or 


national organization of radio crafts | tion, to testify what the statements 
and guilds, were and whether they were 
libelous, 





|that time, although they have been 
recording his shows since the com- 
| plaint The shows also 
something new since last week. A 
live announcelt goes on before the 


Teen-Age Problem In 
Club - Theatre Idea 


| Worcester, Nov. 26 

WTAG, which projected itself into 
|}the ranks of pioneering stations a 
couple of seasons back with its 
“Worcester and the World” 
has come up with a new idea which 
|may well bear watching by the in- 
dustry. 

This time the station is reaching 
lout to the teen-agers in the Worces- 
lier seciion of the state with a two- 
'fold agenda via its inauguration of 
‘the WTAG Radio Club and Little 
Theatre: to set up a programming 
pattern that will tie in with the 
needs and desires of high school stu- 
dents. and to indoctrinate the pupils 

vith the assorted techniques that go 
into radio programming 


In son 











for any statements or opinions of 
Barry Gray.” 
Three of Gray's sponsors—John 
series, ’ — . . 
* | Country Club—dropped off the 
show last week, although there is no 


‘dropped out because of the Lyons 
matter, 


Queried on the matter, Lyons said 
that his attorney was merely con- 
ferring with WOR, trying to find out 
what Gray actually did say. feeling 
that there must be a transcript some- 
where of the show, 
ie know whether any remarks were 
libelous and what steps, if any. to 


| . |he admitted, he can't do anything 

respects Its an exper!- Beliei nowever, that Lyons is tak- 
precedent For the the matte 
to turn over to the stu- 
facilities in order that 
they might do their own announcing 


script Writ producing, acting, €N-| (who jis a former attorney turned 
gincering. etc. ] ‘ 


ment without 
ation plans 
eits all its 


very seriously, is 
strengthened by the fact that. when 
apprised of the 


disclaimer now at- 
tached to the Gray program, Lyons 


g olummist), said that sponsors stil] 
™ 7 n):; an need e . ‘ » : . 
rT} Club Dia announce + @ would be liable for damaging state- 
ee . _ } . ving rh 
couple of week back. 1S MOVINE | ment rhis might indicate action 


ahead at an accelerated pace, and 
Sunday night (24) nearly 700 high 
and girls turned out for 
ithe first general meeting and wer 
yriefed in the aims of the club, in WINE GROWERS’ WHODUNIT 

hich professionals identified with Deal was closed yesterday (26) be- 
radio will school them in radio tech- | twee: California Wine Growers 
nique Guild, Bernard L. Shubert Produe- 

Club is the outgrowth of a survey | tions, ABC and author Craig Rice for 
conducted by the station in which it Jan. 4 premiere 


Zainst sponsors as well as Gray 


and WOR. should libel be found 


| was established that teen-age shows 4 show under the Guild aegis, 


currently on the air, either network Program will be a half-hour once- 
or local. were failing to meet their; a-week evening shot based on the 


| requirements and in which it was! author's mystery character, John J 


| further established that shows of aj; Malone. 


Show will be produced by 
strictly local character ‘have greater | Schubert and directed by Bill Rous- 
appeal ‘ s@uu. 





into bubbles. On the basis of al- | 


the | Lyons has retained Morris L. Ernst | 
as his special counsel. Last weekend, | 


-together as soon | Gray has subsequently denied mak- | 


| Hitch seems to be that the station | 
WTAG Tackles Tough | did not record Gray’s programs at | 


contain} 


show to give this disclaimer: “The | 
show's sponsors are not responsible 


Wildberg, Black Cigars and Nevele | 


| substantiation to rumors that they | 


Only then would | 


+e. - . | 
take. If there was no transcript, 


of a new mystery | 


FCC Platter tigma’ Hearing Churns 
p Mild Blow Only; Slight Change Du 


7 K’s Own Disk Show toem of ‘cntrone 








| Expecied storm of cont) 


Oversy 
} ‘ " ) 
| over FCC's proposal to relax its : 
In the theory at mel and women » ue 
ie “ on platter identifications failea . 
over the age of 30 are being ove1 \ ) 
’ 1 " mate liz — 
looked by disk jockeys who cate! laterialize at Ora : rus 
fal 


y to the jive crowd, WOV,/| yesterday (25), with CBS, m 
N. Y., is instituting a new show,|/and AFM not eve: 


called “Band Parade,” featuring! “show.” CBS and the a a 

sweet music and the kinds of bands} union stood pat on briet j ea 

that draw big: crow is to- the more! lier opposing any relaxat and 

sedate spots like the Waddorf-Astoria| Mutual kept officiall, t of dca 

in WW, x. scrap. , ; 
Bill Gordon will spin the platters NBC, NAB and Bambe 





: , i Broad. 
on the new show, which will be casting Co. were on hand however 
| spotted for an hour across the board, |all plugging for the status quo.” 
| 10:30 to 11:30 p.m |ABC attorney Andrew Haley aad 
- : Leonard Marks, counsel for two wee 
4 watters (WPIK, Alexandria, and 
t * . | KTHT, Houston), were only arguers 
« | for breakdown of the present rule. 
As a result, it was believed FCC 
| may knock out its requirement for 
nl a S Our name tags on disks of less than five 
minutes’ duration, but will mainta n 
the “status quo” on longe) platters 
— 9 I 26 aac Moh arlers, 
Washington, Nov, 26 | FCC's principal concern appeared 
James Lawrence Fly appeared be- | to be that public be not misled on 
fore the U. S. Court of Appeals for! whether a show is live or tran 
the District of (¢ olumbia today 88 | scribed if announcements to that ef. 
the opponent of the very issue which | fect are dropped And in view of 
i ( l \ ) 
he had fought for four years to have | sp conce of any strong showing by 
A . » v DV 
| upheld by the Supreme Court when | the Jittle fellows or transcription 
jw was chairman of the FCC. 7 companies, it is anticipated that the 
| This time, Fly, as counsel for the | Commission will leave its present 
| Churchill Tabernacle of Buffalo, at- | rite substantially unchanged 
gued an appeal against the current! apc's Haley made a stron play 
2 e *e - es SPs pe . a: 3 Play 
| commission's - order to revoke li |for FCC to drop its identification 
peo: of WKBW and WGR in Buf- rule on shows like Der Bing . le’s 
a re nctonsin gia con | Wednesday night stint and other pro- 
1 a rns } “ . ’ 
racts W ave ‘ |}@rams which are “transcribed spe- 
The stations have a contract with | cig.. Ny for broadcas é' 
the church group, giving the latter easy Set Seeeeme Purpens, Be 
be P, : | cluding any net show broadcast from 
17% hours of programming weekly | iy tee bo 
: . * |a transcription as a delayed broad. 
| for 80 years. Commission claims | ,.. Thi hoe wae 
that’s a violation of the Fly-drawn | com. layne _ pala Yr 
: os ; aimed to take care of ABC's delayed 
networks regulations under which}, 3 ; : 
_| broadcasts during the daylight sav- 
stations must retain sole control over | ;,, , time months.) 
rogramming. = ‘ , 
Pp et & , However, ABC kept in good “net- 
| Fly maintained in his appeal that | . $i 
| work standing by insisting that 
the commission, by ordering the con- | mere phonograph record layed | 
, ere ( “t recoras piaye 
tracts dropped under threat of l- | nig I eral viriely tga Bon 
disk jockeys and using name talent 


cense revocations is also. taking ld | fentified ; 
sho » identified as cannes 
away other rights besides program- | on pi x ; a im Seen 
|ming which the Tabernacle holds | Haley stressed technical inferiority 
legally jot records compared to transcrip- 
€ Je | 2 , 
ai | tions made specifically for radio and 


| shows like Crosby's, where talent is 
| paid top prices for the platters. 


Religious Broadcasters 
Irritating Short’es 


Need Cash, Get Permit To | NBC counsel Gustave Margraf took 


° no position on one-minute record- 
Take Commercial Road | ings. but wanted five-minute. slots 
| Ww: —<—. on identified either at the, beginning or 
gel eee ee nee “yh <6. end and 15-minute or longer plate 
| me ee ys ellen ie bear can | ters tagged at both start and finish 
eesti eo o ggg NAB followed suit. except it recom- 
ung - - ceca - a mended no identifications on onee 
| broad isi — aes ~ Sa -| minute disks. Bamberger’s Frank 
roadcasting hata “eatin apparen''Y | Scott wanted FCC to retain its pres- 
| has decided. The Courier Broadcast mnacrintions 
Siovinn . tne . ae ef three ent rule except for transcription 
cosh hl htc cisics” team | under five minutes. For these shorte 
been 0 eratin, WKAX Birmin ham ies, Scott said identifications irri- 
Aetna Mee ge eee 608" | tated listeners who knew the stuff 
}on a non-commercial basis for only wes conned. anyway 
14 weeks, last Friday (22) won FCC | “8° a ee 
; ; etty opened 
approval to sell enough time to NAB yams ge Ml ie FCC 
“meet financial needs of the station with the SUgESSwEN thas me ve 
: > » | didn’t have legal authority to decide 
itself and for necessary expansion. f he other, 
Group went on the air last sum- | the eg — at = som Sealed 
mer with high-sounding goal of | but withdrew the feeler whe 
teaching “Christian ethics’ to Bir- | ™'SS!0ners pounced on it with vigor. 
, Bt ; DE ‘i “Ss ranscription 
mingham listeners. It proposed to | Wee _ waters and Peveeg tg 
sell no time whatsoever, to refrain | CO™Panles were senaqeuens ; ret 
from soliciting contributions over a Marks, apps ‘ KTHT. 
the air, and to maintain itself en-| WPIK, Alexandria, arc , the 
tirely by handouts from its congre- | Houston, traced the history © 23 
gation. rule to show it had been invoked 
Birming- | Years ago because of the poor quall- 
. pa rY , . . - i Since 
ham Gospel Tabernacle, Inc., Radio |tY of records at that time. ag 
| Revival Inc., and Birmingham Bible | 4isks, particularly with FM, a 
Institute—time must be sold to en-|"0W be of better quality than r 
large WKAX studio facilities, and | Work wire lines, Marks claimed the 
,to enable it to file fo FM | present “stigma” on their use Is un 
called for. 


MBS’ L W He urged relaxation to enable 
E IS TAKES BACK ' small stations to vary their program 
| | fare without recourse to constant la- 
WYATT-TUCKER CHARGE | belling, but admitted FCC might be 
wise in restricting bigtime outlets 1 


metropolitan areas from dropping all 
labels on talent records. 





Now. say the owners 


| 
| 
| 


Washington, Noy. 26. | 

A widelv-publicized charge that 

; Theodore Granik, moderator of Mu- 
tuals “American Forum of the Air.” 


|} had implied he could “influence” the Mutual Fills Pause 
| Nationa! Housing Administration to | Caused bv Coke Bow 


turn ove the Chicag v ‘sler- | : ‘ols 
Dodge plant to Pre i be Replacements for the Cor - eo 
vould-be auto manufacturer. was | SPotlight Bands void on Mutua! coin 
dissipated here Friday |now been set, with several “3 
| (22), Tucker, Granik’s erstwhile cli- | 2€!8 juggied in the process a ” 
‘ent who originated the charge, re-| ting the time in. “Scramby Am of 
tracted his earlier statements in toto | onetime MBS, Blue and NBC vege 
before a subcommittee of the Senate | PY. goes into the 9:30 p.m. siot - 
War Investigating Committe | night (Wed.) “Bulldog Drummot! 
Another retraction came oun Mu-| moves from its Monday 8 p.™ = 
|}tual’s Fulton Lewis, Jr.. who broke | into the Friday 9:30 p.m. time = 
| the story on his daily news slot last| week. The Monday night Guy = 
week. Lewis had implied Housing| bardo spot. stays as is. with ober 
Administrator Wilson Wyatt may | Recruiting Service replacing Coc 
have been “influenced” in his decision Cola as sponsor. 
to buck WAA lease of the plant to “Crime Club” goes into the Mon- 
Tucker and turn it over to the Lus-|day 8 p.m. spot to replace Bear 
tron Company, producer of pre-fab| mond.” “Mysterious Travelet h 
houses, Tucker gave the story to/|also set for Sunday 7 p.m slot. Bot 
Lewis. of these are former MBS sho's- 


completely 
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Court Sets Precedent by Taking Okla. 


Station Off Air 


Washington, 

In one of the first actions of its 
kind, the U. S Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia last week 
issued a “Stay order” taking off the 
air a new local watter in Chickasha, 
a acted on request of WQXR, 
New York. This station had repeat- 
edly protested at FCC the grant 
without hearing to the Chickasha 
company on ground that the pro- 
posed Oklahoma ope ration would in- 
terfere with its own “secondary” 
service 

FCC said need for local service in 
Chickasha was greater than that of 
WQXR’s fringe area listeners, Com- 
mission also argued that under 
NARBA Cuban stations have right 
to use the 1560 kc channel now oc- 
cupied by WQXR. In this event, 
WQXR may not operate as a Class 
1-B station as it apparently aims to 
do. The station, however, is contest- 
ing in court the validity of an in- 
terim agreement with Cuba on use 
of the 1560 kc band, claiming the 
treaty itself expired last March. 

The Court will hear the FCC- 
WQXR scrap Dec. 10. 


Town Meeting 


To Go Abroad 


Probability looms of ABC's Town 
Meeting of the Air going abroad for 
the first time, to put on its shows in 
Germany or Japan for GIs, _ In- 
quiries are known to have been 
made by military occupation author- 
ities, partly as result of local ver- 
sions of Town Meeting staged in 
various areas, and Town Meeting 
authorities are reported mulling the 
matter and being favorably inclined 
towards it. 

Trip abroad would be primarily 
for morale reasons, to show GIs 
what's going on at home, what issues 
are important and are being dis- 
cussed, to give the boys a picture of 
home trends and thinking. A staff 
with moderator George V. 
Denny, would go over, presumably 
by plane, and stay for three or four 
programs. Programs would be done 
in English, with local guests. 

Trip abroad would be a “first,” 
although Denny was in England in 
1942 to work with the British on 
orientation courses, at the request of 
the U. S. military. At that time 
Denny put on a transatlantic pro- 
gram in a two-way hookup, with 
Speakers and audiences on both sides 
of the water. Due tod strict censor- 
ship then, the show was taken off | 
the wire here, care fully checked and 
then played as a recording. 





Town Meeting was heard in 
Europe by shortwave before the 
war, 


The show has moved to Can- 


ada for broadcasts, but never else- 
where, 


CBS Ganders Field For 
Lit Gabber as Brown 





Nixes Mr.-Mrs. Stint 


CBS after Jan. 1 will be in the 
market for a new book reviewer. 

Although John Mason Brown fe- 
turns on Dec. 7 (after a football sea- 


Nov. 26. % 


at WQXR Protest 


In a Glass, Yet? 





New Mr. and Mrs. show is 
kicking around the agencies 
aimed for Yiddish sponsorship 


on one of the New York indies 
catering to Jewish audiences. 

Show has been packaged by 
Leo Fuchs, the Yiddish theatre 
comic, and is tabbed “Tea With 
Lemon, with Mr. and Mrs. 
Fuchs.” 


Schwerin Pre-Test 
Goes Comm With 
Blessing of NBC 


Horace Schwerin’s “pre-testing 
while you wait” qualitative pro- 
gramming research operation is go- 
ing commercial for the first time 
And with an endorsement from NBC, 
which has sent out letters making a 
presentation to the leading adver- 
tising agencies representing radio’s 
top bankrollers soliciting their busi- 
ness, 

For the past six months or so, 
NBC, under an exclusive arrange- 
ment, has been testing the Schwerin 
System on a trial basis. Up to now 
a total of 45,000 persons have been 
invited into NBC studios in New 
York where on a twice-weekly basis, 
shows carried by WNBC have been 
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There 
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are recurring 


idian Broadcasting 


Corp. May 
commercial operation, and that 
entire Canadian radio picture may 
revert to one of private enterprise, 

| The prospective denationalization 
of Canadian radio is linked to the 
whole pattern of Canadian economy 
and political trend, and public think- 
ing in many quarters of the Domin- 
ion is: Don’t be surprised, in the 
event of a continued infiltration of 
| Conservatives into the government at 
the next elections, if the CBC 
loads the 12 stations it now operates 
commercially, and merely sets itself 
up as a regulating body similar to 
the FCC in the U.S.A. 

With the Liberals dropping out of 
Parliament and the Conservatives 
taking over (as a result of the last 
three bye-elections in Canada with 
the accented rightist victories, the 
Liberals retain only a bare majority 
in the House of Commons), it’s con- 
|ceded that the rightist elements are 
heading for a dominant position of 
power. This in turn, it’s predicted, 
will cue a wholesale freedom-of- 
enterprise swing which may spark 
the exit of CBC from commercial 
operation. 

If the CBC puts its 12 stations on 
the auction block, it will fetch con- 
siderably more than it paid for them, 
with the proceeds, of course, revert- 
ing to the taxpayers. 

The government took a_ $78,000 
loss before depreciation during the 
past year on its CBC operation, and 
there’s been an annual deficit since 








sut through the Scherwin testing | - . ; x 
aie NBC letter inviting com- it stepped into the commercial pic- 
ced . eked ture back in 1936, when the then 
mercials clients to come in claims Pri Minist - © Semeth ont 
that the network has found the|*Tme Minister, K. Bb. » & 


reports ema- | 
|nating from Canada that the Cana- 
well | 
be on the way to folding up as a| 
the | 


un- | 


- (BC MAY COMMIT HARA-KIRI 





Soon When the Bell Tolls in Canada, 


It May Bea Hooperate Coincidental 





Hooper Goes Native 

Beginning Dec. 1, C. E. Hooper 
Starts a rating service in Hawaii 
for the four Honolulu stations, 
| KGMB,KGU, KHON and KPOA. 
Some of the stations are network 
affiliates carrying U 
ing programs. 

Ruth Arnold, Hooper’s aide on 
the Coast, is currently in Hono- 
lulu setting up a local manage- 
ment, hiring a staff, etc 
was asked weeks 
oul survey 
uation, with the resultant 
cision to get going Dec. 1. 

There are 86,923 sets in Hono- 
lulu and surrounding suburbs. 


S.-originat- 


Hooper 
ago to 
the sit- 


some 


come and 
de- 


| 
| 





American Tobacco |: 





5-Man ‘Production’ 


For the first time, all three Ameri- 
can Tobacco air shows (Jack Benny, | 
“Hit Parade” for Lucky Strikes and 
Frank Morgan for Pall Mall) are 
now originating from the Coast. 
But because Foote, Cone & Belding 
agency in New York wants to re- 
tain control of the commercials, it 
will cost American Tobacco an ad- 
ditional $100,000 a vear to continue 
origination of the plugs in the east. 
Most of that added tariff is for line 
charges for the three shows. 


Comm'ls a $250,000 


E. Hooper has been iny 


Canadi 


ted by 


an broadcasters to vade” 


+} 


the Dominion and explore the 


DOs- 
sibilities of a rating service in the 
principal cities. At a meeti: vith 
| Toronto broadcasters on Mon day 


(25) the question of a Hooper serv- 
| ice in that city got a thorough going 
over. A similar session has been 
| scheduled with Quebec broadcasters, 
Ultimately it may embrace a Domin- 
ion-wide service 


embracing such 
larger cities as Montreal, Windsor, 
Vancouver, Winnipeg, Edmonton, 
el 
rhe bid for the Hooper service is 
eported to stem from squawks, 
bAderrse ge from. agencies repre- 
nting clients in this country who 
“ae time on Canadian stations, that 
they've been getting inadequate 
audience measurement from the only 
other rating service set up in the 
Dominion. Latter operation has 


| been handled for the past few years 
by Elliott-Haynes, Ltd., which orig- 
inally had a tie-in with the Hooper 
organization in this country. 

Hooper turned over to Elliott- 
Haynes the techniques, formula, 
|charts, ete., getting a credit tag for 
ithe assist. However, Hooper sub- 
| sequently found out that the Cana- 
‘dian operation diverged so radically 
|from the methods used in determin- 
ing the N. Y.-to-L. A. audience tal- 
lies that he served notice on the Do- 
|minion outfit to lay off any future 
| reference to Hooper. 


GF Ponders As 








up the Canadian Radio Broadcasting 
Corp. 
The trend toward denationalization 


Schwerin System “extremely help- 
ful and valuable in uncovering facts 


* « 
All told, the three-way LS/MFT | Kate Smith Sin S 
and Pall Mall commercials add up | g 
to an annual expenditure of $250,000. 

which includes the salaries of the| The status of the Kate Smith 


unobtainable elsewhere or by any 
other means, and we feel that it 
holds the same possibilities for your 
shows and problems.” 

A couple of months back, Schwerin 
made an official presentation to the 
network brass in a bid to wrap up & 
commercial deal which would in- 
volve an NBC expenditure of about 
$500,000. As yet the web hasn't 
committed itself, with the feeling 
expressed at the time that the net- 
work would purchase the system 
around Jan. 1. The fact that the 
NBC letter to the agencies has been 
wrapped up in terms of an endorse- 
ment would indicate that the web 
chieftains are still sold on the 
operation and intend to “go com- 
mercial” with it. 








all along the line has already set in, 
following the Conservative election 


two auctioneers, L. H. “Speed” Riggs 


announcer setup of Basil Ruysdael, 


and F. E. Boone, plus the three-way | 





GM $5,000,000 Radio Tab 
Blasted by C10’s Reuther 


Atlantic City, Nov. 26. 
The $5,000,000 that General Motors 
had been spending for radio adver- 
tising came in for a blast from Walter 
Reuther, president of the United 
Auto Workers, as the CIO held its 
eighth convention here last week. 


warned of the “unprecedented prof- 
its’ of industry the past year and 
placed them at $15,000,000,000, Reu- 
ther took the floor. He declared, 
among other things, that General 
Motors had spent $5,000,000 in five 
years on “propaganda that gives the 
American people relaxing music on 


s0n layoff) to his Saturday afiernoon | the radio every Sunday.” (GM un- 
CBS “Of Men and Books” slot, he'll | til this season sponsored the NBC 
Only stay on until expiration of his | Symphony orchestra.) 

contract in mid-January, when he| That money, said Reuther, could 
bows out of radio. Brown says he | just as easily be paid in wages to 


re too many commitments, lectures, 
Columns, ete. and can't find time. 


CBS tried to persuade Brown to 


Tenew with a new format, possibly 


on “In Town With the Browns” 


program of two sophisticates hitting 


the intellectual spots 


, etc. But Brown 
nixed it, 





SINGISER MULLS COMEBACK 
Frank Singiser, former N.Y. 


tual news commentator who re- 


turned to his Vermont farm when he 


lost his sponsor last summer, may 


come back as gabber on an Alba ny 
or Boston station. 


a Mr. and Mrs. show along lines of 


Mu- 


auto workers. The convention later 





passed a resolution calling for “sub- 
stantial wage increases.” 
LEE HEARING TABLED 
Washington, Nov. 26. 
The FCC has postponed for a 











its long-delayed hearing 
the Den 


fourth time 
lon alleged failure of 
| net to comply with the 


| casting regulations. New hearing | 
date is set for Jan. 14 in Los An- 
| geles. 

last set for Dec. 10, had 


to be postponed to give both parties 
more preparation t ‘ne, and to ease 


| Hearing, 
| 
|! 
jFCC’s hearing celendar. 


ibuy. A lot of figures have been kicked 


victories, with the House already 
reversing itself and permitting pri- 
vate airline ownership, and the rail- 
roads being returned to stockholders. 


CBS May Unload 
WEEI; Drastic Hub 
Shakeup Impends 


Andre Baruch and Jay Sims 
(Kenny Delmar formerly did the 
opening commercial, but he bowed 
out several months ago when he 
took a fling at pix on the Coast.) 
Aside from the desire of FC & B 
to keep the commercials east so that 
the agency can have better control 
over the plugs, there's a second fac- 
tor that has cued the decision to 
originate the commercials out of 
New York—both Riggs and Boone 
spend considerable time down south 
doing a mccoy auctioneering job. 
The quarter-million dollar invest- 











ment makes the American Tobacco 

commercials the mostly costly in ra- 

Boston, Nov. 26. dio. FC&B applies the same pains- 

If CBS can get a good price for | taking care to the trip-hammered 


iis Boston station, WEEI, it will be | plugs as it does to a regula 


' 
Snow 





willing to unload, To that end ne-/ with the commercials involving re- 
gotiations have already been in| hearsals, pre-broadcast recordings to 
progress, with possibility that Gen- | achieve perfection, ete. 

eral Tire, which owns the MBS- 

Yankee net affiliates WNAC, may 


Looks Like ‘North’ and Day 


around; just how high it reached 
neither CBS nor Harold E. Fellows, | 








After President Philip Murray had | 


Will Do a Switcheroo 


the station’s gnl. mgr., is willing to , ; ‘i 
admit. However. ‘considering “the With the Dennis Day-Colgate 
lucrative WEEI operation, the sum show moving from its present Thurs- 
is said to be considerable. day at | 30 NBC slot, to Wedn sday 
In the event of such a sale, CBS ,2t 8 on the same wee following 
would probably expand its WLAW Woodbury Ss Cal re at on of “Mr. and 
(Lawrence, Mass.) affiliation, since Mrs Ni NBC leaving the 
latter station is moving into the 50,- Thursday time open for a while 
000-watt class. And if General Tire | Prospects are that “North will get 
should buy, it would either dispose | 4 quick sponsorship wrapup and 
of WNAC or move it elsewhere, un- ,™ove into the period 
der the FCC restriction of dual own- | I View of its 13.8 rating and its 
ership in a single city }comparative low talent budget. gen- 
| The impending change has created eral impression is that “North” wont 
a considerable stir in Hub _ radio be on the block for long 
circles, since any such deal would Colgate won out for the Wednes 
|obviously spark a drastic shakeup day time over 19 other bidders for 
n operations here Meanwhile, | the slot. 


| 
Lee 
chain broad- | 


of ten- | 


wlhsesscha | KABC’s Pay Hike Plan 
~KYW’s 25th Anni Kickoff |. 5. pas” Nov. 26. 


there’s a watch-and-see air 


oo among Boston radioites. 


Antonio, 





| current Hooper 


pay raise for all salaried 

Philadelphia, Nov. 26. em»loyees of KABC, effective De c 

KYW played host to the press, ad- | 1, was announced by Charles W 
vertising execs and civic officials| Balthrope, station manager. The 
last night (25) at a party marking | increase was the first of a serics of 
the kickoff of the station’s 25th anni | four under the station’s new “Guar- 
| celebration at the studios. jantee Pay Raise Plan’ which was 
| Highlights of the affair were light- | first put into effect July 1, 1946 . 
iw of a huge neon sign stating | All members of the KABC staff 


LISTEN TO KYW, part of the spec- | who have been with the 
j tacular Westinghouse display. j months, 


station Six 


| Show, upon expiration of its con- 


tract with General Foods, appears 
to be in doubt at the moment. There 
are no options to be picked up, with 
the GF contract expiring in June. 
As yet neither the client nor Foote, 
Cone & Belding agency has made 
any overture to negotiate a new 
contract, with doubt expressed in 
some quarters as to whether GF 
wants to latch on again to the 
$14,000 weekly package. 

Show has been moved around over 
the past few seasons, and is 
rently spotted in the Sunday night 
6:30 slot on CBS. Its last Hooper 
was 11.5, show taking a sharp rise 
und outpointing all other programs 
in the Sabbath 6:30 period. In terms 
of the rating snared when the show 
was spotted opposite Jack Benny, its 
is "way up. 
addition to her evening show, 
Miss Smith also has her noon CBS 
program, with both part of an over- 
all package deal. GF, it’s known, is 
particularly happy over the midday 
program, as is CBS. It’s considered 
likely that, if it means losing the 
daytime show, GF will be satisfied 
to continue plunking down $14,000 
for the evening program. 


Can P&G Hypo Hopper 
Hooper Opposite Crosby? 
So Far It’s No Soap 


that “Academy Award Thea- 
tre’ is being de-Oscared by Squibb, 


cure 





Now 


which has decided to bow out of 
the radio picture, there’s consider- 
able speculation as to who's willing 


to move into the CBS Wednesday at 
10 period opposite Bing Crosby on 


ABC. 
Although Crosby nosedived from 
an original 24 rating, he seems to be 


erernne off into a 15-16 Hooper, 
setting at 15.6 on last Wednesday's 
(19) show as compared with 15.8 for 
the previous week. And it’s reck- 
oned spot is a steady 15 to 16 is 


pretty stiff competition these days. 
CBS has dangled the time before 

Procter and Gamble for a switchover 

of its Hedda Hopper “This Is Holly- 


vood” show. But P & G, anxious to 
bolster the 6.6 Hopper Hooper, is 
jotill he sitating. 
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Newspaper Publishers Shown to Be | 
Largest Single New Group in F M 


Washington, Nov. 26. 


Newspapers publishers are largest | 
AM Li- 


single grou outside of 

ensees, in Fu P Publishing interests 
also bulk as largest batch of radio 
newcomers among those bidding for 
or holding FM permits. This is con- 

ision of the latest government 
study of “Who’s Who FM” due 
for release this week 

The breakdown shows that of 868 
FM bids and grants as of Oct. I 
297 or 34.2% were held by pub- 
lishers. As is to be expected, 70% 
of all FM broadcasters are oldtime 
AM operators 

But newspapers bulk as single 
largest group among both the 
AM’ers and FM newcomers, indicat-, 
ing that in most intramural fights | 
fro now on the newspaper-radio | 
lice es will be able to hold them 
Ph 

Fig ‘Ss snow that newspapt ner 
acco fo i of the AM licensee 

>» FM. They also account fol 

41% of the neophyte radio bidders 

the high-frequency field 

Though no official breakdown has 
been made of newspapers in tele, 
they account for 20 of the some 75 
companies still forging ahead in 
viaeo, 


Texas Court Nix 
On Reserve Funds 


San Antonio, Nov. 26 
Hopes of radio stations to salt 
away their lush wartime profits in 


reserve funds for future expansion 
in FM, fax and tele were shattered 


by the U. S. Tax Court here last 
week. 

The Court assessed station WOAT, 
San Antonio, $21,731 in additional 
taxes for the year .1940 on the} 
ground that it had put an “unreas- | 
onable” amount of dough in its re- 
serve fund. Station had argued that 
this money was needed for expan- | 


sion into FM, fax and tele, 
outmoded equipment, and to cover 
costs of a 500 kw transmitte1 

Court found, however, that in 1940 
there was no indication WOAI in 
tended to move or could have pos- | 
sibly moved into FM or tele to} 
“improve its competitive position” | 
in the area. Court also concluded | 
that in 1940 there was no reason 
to believe FCC would reverse itself 
and permit power in excess of the 
5° kw the station already had. 


RDG SEEKS CONVENTION 
TO SET CONSTITUTION 


26. 


to replace 








Hollywood, Nov. 


A request that a constitutional | 
convention be called to organize 
completely the Radio Directors 


Guild on a national basis has been 
forwarded to the Guild’s temporary 


national headquarters by the Coast. | 


chapter. Thomas Freebairn-Smith, 
local head, has asked that a per- 
manent agreement be drawn up and 
elections held, and that continued 
semi-autonomous status of each be 


ended and a functioning national | 
body be instituted. 
Jack Johnstone, Coast member 


who recently left for New York has 
been empowered to undertake initial | 
repping of Coast stand. The hope is 
to get a Chicago rep to join in and | 
set the machinery for a final get- | 
together ef the minds, probably in 
Chicago, to draw up the constitution 
and set nominations. 
the paper and 
follow, 


WBRK to Change Hands, 


elections would 





Station Valued 1506 


Pittsfield, Mass... Nov. 26. 

WBRK, a 250-watter with Mutual 
affiliations, will change hands on 
Jan. 1 from Monroe B. England to 
Leon Podolsky, of Pittsfield, consult- 
ing engineer for the Sprague Elec- 
tric and Products Co. of nearby 
North Adams. Podolsky has signed a 


contract with England to buy the 
station, established in 1938. 
No figure was given, but last 


spring, when Podolsky sought FCC 
permission to purchase WBRK, the 
Western Massachusetts Rroadcast- 
ing Co. offered to buy it for $150,000. 
England took over WBRK in 1941 
from Hartland Thomas, of WATR, 
Waterbury, its founder. WBRK is a 
full-time outlet. 


and 


|in New York on WNEW 


| will be spotted in the morning and 


Ratification of | 





‘KEWB ALL OUT ON DISK 
JOCKEY PROGRAMMING 


Ho 

When Martin dh actively joins 
the Warners’ stable on KFWB here 
the station will possess the country’s 
most formidable line-up of platte! 
pilots, making the indie outlet a 
eritable monument to the disk 
iockey. In following the trend of 


'stations assuming a definite character | 


striving for individual appeal, 
KFWB strikes out with what 
amounts to “the disk jockey station.” | 
t's task will be to attempt the cor- 


raling of musical marathon listeners 


with a herd of six name jocks 
Keynoting will be Martin Block 
national ace, who will share a five to 
six-hour daily session with Bill An- 
son, Station manager Harry Maiz- 
lish hasn’t yet set the exact time 
each will air but has slated them | 
|for the hours between 11 a.m. and | 
| five p.m. Block will be sold to na- | 


tional accounts only at special rates. 

Others in the herd who will air 
at different times during the day are: 
Maurice Hart, one time aif to Block 
’. from six to 


seven a.m.; Lou Marcelle, seven to 
eight a.m.; (the Block-Anson block | 
will fit in succeeding hours after 
news and special features); Frank 
| Bull (partner in the Smith, Bull & | 
McCreery ad agency), 6:30 to 7:30} 
p.m.; Maufice Hart, 9:30 to 10 p.m 
for Chesterfield, and Gene Norman, 
10 to 12 p.m. 

Special features, news, sports, etc.., | 


mid-evening periods for variety, in- 


| cluding the live musical jamboree of | 
| Stuart 


Hamblin, from five to six 
p.m. Also among the acetate aces is 
Peter Potter who airs Sundays only 
in mid-morning 


WBZ Trots Out ALK.’s To 
| Mark 25th Anni 


As Oldest N. E. Station 


Nov. 

oldest 
Boston 
25th anni 


26. 
sta- 
and 


to- 


Boston, 

WBZ. New England's 
tion with outlets in 
Springfield, observes 
day 


| Oldtime stars like Thornton 
|gess, Sandy MacFarland, 
{Ryan (who described first hockey 
| broadcast in country) and the Mc- 
Googie family (one of the earliest 
| soap operas on a nationwide chain) | 
will be heard during the show. Musi- | 
\cal units featured are Aleppo Tem- | 
| ple band, the Apollo Club choir | 
| (both early debuters on WBZ) and | 


Bur- 


|} the augmented studio band under | 
|M. Rakov, musical director of both | 
| stations. 

Feature of the show will be de- 


scription of one of famed news sto- 

{ries of this area — the incident of 
Leo the M-G lion, who broke loose | 
| in the WBZ studios in 1932 and tore | 
audience. Entire show emceed by | 
| John McNamara, famed WBZ an- 
| nouncer of the ?9’s. 





$3,000,000 Monthly Radio - 


Washington, Noy. 26. 

Radio time amounting to $3,000,- 
000 a month has been contributed 
through the Office of War Mobiliza- 
tion and Reconversion’s media pro- 
gramming division and the advertis- 
ing council to bring government in- 
formation programs home to the 
people. This was revealed in annual 
report of OWMR’s media division 
released here last week. 

Through the ad council. it was 
pointed out, 220 network shows are 
regularly made available to tout 
government campaigns of one kind 
or .another, while 80 programs are 
| allocated as “spot” announcements. 
In addition, the ad council during 
the past year scheduled public in- 
terest slots weekly on approximately 
150 sustaining programs — made 
available for government use by the | 
four major nets. 


close cooperation in this work and 
for its services in publicizing media 
activities in the NAB weekly 
letin. 


Oe 


'camp is that the “groove” 


| MUSIC 
| Groaner’s share of vocals. 


the place apart, panicking the studio | 


Time to Tout Govt. Shows: 


OWMER praised the NAB for its | 


bul- | 


Pooch Bites Back 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Joe Pooch, the meat houn 
doesn't like the idea of APRA 
actors woofing commercials an 
is going to take it up with the 
head kennel. When the Gaines 
dog food people heard an 
AFRAN bark the hitch hike on 


the Fanny Brice show it just 
didn’t like the real thing so a tail 
vagger by the name of Rommie 
vas brought in. He clicked and 
got the job permanently. AFRA 
x : 

figured that he’s keeping an 
actor out of work so his trainer 


to take out a card 
the union. That nettled the 
who has protested to 
Animal Trainers Assn 

His plaint: actors are keeping 
animals out of work by decepe 
tive simulation of their artieye 
late stock in trade. Who's put- 
ting the bite on who? 


was forced 
witn 


trainer, 





More Gab, Less 


- Music Ordered 
For Bing s Disks 


Hollywood, Nov. 
While there’s “no feeling of ss 


_at Philco hdq. despite the Hooper- 
|droop of the Bing Crosby platters, 
some changes are in the making. The 


quotes belong to H. Pierson Mapes, 


|}radio head of the Hutchins agency, 
but the general feeling in the Crosby | 


has 
yet been cut. Understood 
Phileo has asked for more of 
Bill Morrow witty dialog and 
without affecting The 
That means cut will have to be 
made in the piano solo of “Skitch” 
Henderson and occasional write-out 
of The Charioteers. Format will be 
flexiable enough to switch around 
the various elements. Lina Romay 
finished her six shots and femme 





| 


| stations 


+ CO 


FM Will Loosen Editorial Chains, 
Georgia Radio Institute Is Told 





COAST INDIES HEAT UP 
IRONS FOR BMB BEEF 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Broadcast Measurement Bureau is 
fof a going over from 
here which, in 
attitudes evinced at the recent NAB 
ivention in Chicago, are greatly 
dissatisfied with the service. 


in 





One | 


| meeting of the Southern California | 


| Broadcasters 





not | 


that | 
the 
less 


Assn. has been held at 
which searching inquiry was started, 
but due to network reps here not 
wanting to stick their necks out 
decisions were reserved, and ranting 
indies will hold their own exclusive 
sessions some time this week 

Hope had been really to dig into 
the shortcoming of BMB's reports 
and surveys, and issue an official 
resolution for the entire SCBA. 
However, net reps opined that any 
such statement must come from 
homeoffices and that they, here, 
were not empowered to speak for 
nets on such matters, 


Indies feel that the BMB service | 


ig confusing and incomplete and 
want it seriously analyzed from stem 
to stern so that any complaints 
issued will hold water. 





Auto Workers Plea For 


Station Permit Hit By 





Corp. as Unwarranted | 
Detroit, Nov. 26. 

The Grosse Park Corp. filed a 

|} motion Monday (25) with the FCC 


spot goes to Peggy Lee on alternate | 


weeks with Andrews 
they're in town. 
Kay Starr 


Sisters when 
Also pencilled are 
Pearl Bailey. 
also gets a hypo and on desk are 
Judy Garland for a repeat, Jimmy 
| Durante, Jascha Heifetz, Jack Benny, 
Edgar Bergen and Frances Langford. 

Daily double waxing will be dis- 
continued (two in one day) and 


) | while el Bingo is working in a pic- 
(Tues.) with an hour-long show | 


| ture he'll cut one disk a week, other- 
| originating in the Hub studio, 


| wise 
|Same day. 
Frank | some criticism of the quality of the 


two a week but not on the 


Although there has been 


| records, the use of Miller tape (film) 
or wire recorder, has been casually 
| discussed but their actual utilization 
| is said to be still far away. 





NAB HUDDLES WITH RMA 


ON AM, FM, TELE TOPICS: 


Washington, Nov. 26. 
_ Closer liaison between NAB and 
| the Radio Manufacturers Assn. was 


; promised this week with formation 
| of a new RMA-NAB committee to 
| map strategy for AM, FM and tele. 
| Committee was chosen jointly by 
| NAB prexy Justin Miller and Ray- 
| mond C. Cosgrove, RMA head, and 
| will hold its first meeting here soon. 
Broadcasters representing NAB on 
| the new committee are: T.A.M. 
oe v.p., Cowles Broadcasting 
; William Fay, WHAM, Rochester; 
Gesien Gray, WSJS, Winston-Salem; 
James Shouse, v.p., Crosley Broad- 
casting Corp.; Carleton Smith, WRC, 
| Washington, Representing RMA are: 


Dr. W.R.G. Baker, v.p., General 
| Electric Co.; Walter Evans, v.p., 
Westinghouse; Frank Folsom, v.p., 


RCA Victor; Paul V. Galvin, 
Galvin Manufacturing Corp 

| A. Nicholas, Pres., 
_ vision & Radio Corp. 


pres., 
and FE. 





Versatile Mugg Doubles 


Raleigh, Noy. 26. 

John Harden, Variety mugg 
North Carolina since 1932, and cur- 
rently .on leave from newspaper 
'duties to serve as secretary to the 
| Governor of the state, has just 
| started a new series of programs 
[here over WPTF. The series is | 
called “Tales of Tar Heelia” 
| consists of unsolved North Carolina | 
| mysteries, folktales and legends. 

The former series by Harden have 
run for a total of 30 weeks. 


to dismiss application of the United 
Automobile Workers (CIO) Broad- 
casting Corp. of Michigan for a per- 
mit to use the new 680-kilocycle 
channel which is open in Detroit 
The corporation alleged that the 
UAW, because of its constitutional 
limitation, was unauthorized to en- 
ter the broadcasting field. 


“A license grant to the union 
would be clearly against public 
| policy,”’ motion said, “because through 
rendition of such a _ license FCC 


Guest list | 








Farnsworth Tele- | 


| 
| 


would be furthering illegal acts of 


the union’s executive board and 
further because the union would 
not be responsible in damages for 


libelous acts which it could readily 


foster through the medium of its 
agencies.” 
Herman Radner, Detroit and the 


Wolverine State Broadcasting Serv- 
ice, Inc., Detroit also have filed ap- 
plications for the open permit. 


Nashville’s WSM Sues To 
Shed ‘Lonesome Cowboy’ 


Lexington, Ky., Nov. 26. 
Use of the name “Grand Ole 
Opery” and the letters WSM in 
fair competition” 





“un- 
was the basis of a 


| $50,000 damage suit filed in circuit 








| 


| 


court here by WSM, Nashville, 
against Joe Abbott, doing business 
under the name of the Original 


Lonesome Cowboy and His Western 
Style Music, and Ed Hiler, named 
as Abbott's booking agent. 


WSM charged that the Lonesome 
Cowboy in newspaper advertising 
and on his bus and sound truck, 
printed “Western Style Music” in 
such large initial letters (WSM) that 
the rest of the wording was not 
easily noticed or read. This, the 
plaintiff charges, misleads the casual 
observer. 

The station also charges that ad- 
vertisements say that a featured per- 


former on the Lonesome Cowboy 
show is one “Ernest Tubbs.” who. 
WSM contends, is under contract to 
itself. The suit also sets out that 
advertisements say the Lonesome 
Cowboy came from the home of 


“Grand Ole Opery,” which misleads 
the public to believe that it is WSM’s 


; “Grand Ole Opry.” 


In High Hat, Dungarees | 


| Junction to prevent repetition of the 
| alleged 


The suit asks damages and an in- 


misrepresentations. 





Philadelphia—For the first time 
since the Evening Bulletin has taken 
over WPEN, a woman's program will 
be aired over the outlet. Francis 
| McGuire brings her show and spon- 


and | sor, Wilf Brothers, from WIP in her 


new post as head of WPEN women’s 
program. Her place at WIP will be 
taken by Aileen Carroll, of Los An- 
geles. 


Athens, Novy. 26. 


Speaking at the first annual Geor- 


xe Radio Institute on the Univ, of 
eorgla campus . iday (22). three 
of radio’s pioneers agreed that wider 
use of FM broadcast 1 would bring 


a new era in radio—an era who, 


| stations would be in a positior 
; | it . 
indie we 


reflecting | 


sume the same liberal 
rights of newspapers, 
Only limitation now to this edi. 
torial policy is the scarcity of wave- 
lengths, said the trio. They told the 
200 broadcasters and students at- 
tending the institute that wider use 
of static-free FM broadcasts would 
enable stations to take a vigorous 
stand on local and national issues as 
newspapers do on their editorial 


edite Orial 


|; pages. 


The three pioneers were A. D. Wil- 
lard, Jr., exec, veepee of the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters: Horace Loh- 
ners, Washington radio attorn ey, and 
Sol Taishoff, editor of Broadcasting, 
They told the delegates that present 
regulations restrict freedom 
pression over radio, and that 
America can't wait.” 

Leonard Reinsch, general manager 
of the James M. Cox chain and radio 
advisor to President Truman, told 
delegates that radio’s greatest public 
service opportunity is to help build 
international peace. “We in radio,” 
he said, “must know international 
events, must learn to interpret inter- 


of ex- 
“a free 


|} national news and must take the 
| lead in our communities in promot- 
ing peace not alone with fine net- 
work shows but with locally con. 
ceived and produced program 
Reinsch cited a recent series of 
dramatic programs produced by 
WSB, one of his stations, to point 
out the danger to peace inherent in 


} business 





such a movement as the Columbians, 
minority hate group in Atlanta. He 
contended that through such pro- 
grams the people can know the truth 
and peace can be kept 

Members of the Georgia Assn. of 
Broadcasters went on record at a 
s@ssion against religious, 
denominational independent FM 
networks 

Technical sessions 
day with the following 
John T. Outler, 


or 


were held Fri- 

participating: 
general manager of 
WSB, Atlanta; Taishoff: Willard; 
Lohners; Richard §S. Nickerson, of 
Univ. of Georgia's Henry Grady 
journalism school; Irvin Abloff, gen- 
cral manager, WLEE, Richmond; 
Frank Pelligrin, NAB; Henry Ring- 
gold, Edward Petry Co.; Thomas D. 
Connolly, CBS, N. Y.; E. P. J. Shu- 
rick, KMBC, Kansas City: Senator 
Jack Williams, WAYX, Waycross, 
Ga.; Fred W. Borton, WQAM, Mi- 
ami; John Fulton, WGST, Atlanta; 
Allen Woodall, WDAK, Columbus, 
Ga., and Wilton E. Cobb, WMAZ, 
Macon, Ga. 

The institute opened Thursday 
(21) and closed late Friday after- 
noon. 


Hamako Watanabe Back 
In Jap Favor Via Air 


Tokyo, Nov. 19. 

Hamako Watanabe, Japan's top 
thrush, has returned to the nation’s 
NHK network after a five-year lay- 
off. 

Gal who skyrocketed to fame when 
her Victor recording of “Wasure Cha 
Iyayo.” (“Don't Ever Forget Me, 
Please”), sold over 150,000 disks in 
three months, was a thorn in the side 
of Jap military pre-war propagan- 
dists, who tried to keep patriotic 
marches in the pblic’s ears. 

Eventually, a purge directive was 
issued, placing the song and her on 
the blacklist, and halting all further 
sales of the record. 








WTMSJ Explains Its Stand 
On UAW Strike to FCC 


Washington, Nov. 26. 
WTMJ, Milwaukee, traced its past 
practice in accepting or rejecting 
labor broadcasts in a letter to FCC 


today (26) in response to complaints 





of a six-man CIO board filed here 
two weeks ago. The CIO had com- 
plained (Nov. 14) that station re 
fused to let it discuss merits of the 
Allis-Chalmers strike. WTMJ said 
it later gave both UAW and Allis- 
Chalmers 15 minutes apiece to pre- 
sent their views. 


Station has rejected some union 
spots calling for mass demonsire: 
tions, it was explained, on groun 


that state law prohibits mass pick- 
eting. 
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It’s the Writer Who Loses 


Out of the whole AFRA-network mess, it would appear that the 


write! 
budgeted dramatic shows 


particularly the scripter of daytime serials and the small- 
, stands to be the chief loser. 


For quite aside 


from the secondary boycott issue that’s been the chief snafu in achiev- 


ing a com promise—once the new 


pay scales go into 


effect, it will 


create a ticklish problem for the writer. 

Under the hiked scales, serials budgeted for 25 actors a week will 
obviously cut down to 20 to bring the show within the talent cost range. 
The actor curtailment will probably be extended right down the line 


io embrace most dramatic shows. 


And that’s going to throw_an extra 


burden on the ingenuity of the writer whose job, under such artificial- 


ly restricted conditions, will grow more difficult. 


When he has to use 


four or five less actors, as will probably happen, he’s put in the posi- 
tion where he'll have to invent new plot devices, etc. 


No matter who wins on the feed 
= be in the middle. 


cutting issue, the scripter is going 











Conn. B’casters Do Added Burn at Gov. 


Baldwin Award to 


Hartford, Nov. 26, 


Gov. Baldwin last week added 
more fuel to the long-smouldering 
fire of resentment Nutmeg broad- 
casters harbor inwardly toward him. 
Last Tuesday (19) he awarded to 
Paul Morency, prexy of WTIC, local 
50.000 watter, the Connecticut War | 
Council Medal for extraordinary 
civilian service during the war. Oc- 
casion was a commemoration of the 
20th anniversary of the station's af- | 
filiation with NBC. 

During Gov. Baldwin's tenure of 
office he has consistently placed | 
himself at the disposal of WTIC on 
practically every state and civic | 
matter that has arisen, Other broad- | 
casters have taken a burn at this. 

They've charged favoritism up and 
down the line and claim that gover- | 
nor (he was recently elected to U. S. | 
Senate) was utilizing station’s facili- | 
ties to keep his name _ politically 
alive. 


Feeling by state broadcasters is | 
that award was no more deserving 
by Morency than to any other radio 
station or station exec in the state, 
all having devoted pro rata share | 
of personal effort and station time | 
to war duties. Several felt that | 
singling out of award to Morency | 
was merely a return for utilization 
of station's facilities. 

During the commemoration cere- 
monies NBC prexy Niles Trammel 
awarded a bronze plaque in recog- 
nition of the many years of affilia- | 
tion. The station was among the first 
81x to join NBC. Judge Justin Miller, | 
NAB president spoke on the threat | 
to free radio of government cantrol. | 
“The United States is a free oasis in 
broadcasting in a desert of govern-. 
ment control,” he said. 





Would Take Rap 


It's the agencies and the agents | 
that would have taken the financial | 
Yap had AFRA walked, and not the 
networks. The major advertisers | 
were going along with the webs and 
guaranteeing the NBC-CBS-ABC- 
Mutual billings. The nets didn't 
Stand to get hurt, coin-wise. | 

But with the shows laying off. the 
agencies would have lost their 15% 
cut. In terms of J. Walter Thomp- 
60n, for example, with its top- budg- | 
eted “Lux Radio Theatre,” Fred | 
Allen, Edgar Bergen, etc., it meant a | 
week = dent of about $20,000 
on talent commissions on the big- | 
time shows alone. Young & Rubi- 
fam would have taken an equally 
efty rap. 

And William Morris. MCA agen- 
Ci€s, etc.. would have lost out on its | 
agent ee. 


| 





US. Court Postpones 
Lea Act Ruling in Chi 


Decision on 


| 
eo | 


Chicago, Nov. 
ss «a ae Ag ‘of | | 
yo rnig as it pertains to the case of | 
WAAF. C. Petrillo and station | 
pel will not be handed down 
de afier the Thanksgiving “s 
: ys, Judge William J. LaBuy an- 
©unced last Fr iday (22), when the | 
Tuling was expected. j 


WTIC's Morency: 





| radio circles. 


stay on. 


| agency 
| and even the elevator operator, who 
| wasn't quite sure whether he, too, 

| would be called out with orders not 


Who, Me? Dept. 

The networks, faced with the 
prospect of playing cne record 
show after another in the event 
of an AFRA strike, were even 
having platter trouble. Wher- 
ever possible on commercial 
musical shows, the webs were 
trying to line up a pattern of 
programming that would reason- 
ably resemble the original “live” 
format, even down to playing 
recordings of the stars on the 
shows. 

But the artists involved served 
notice on their agencies that 
“you can't do it.” They didn't 
want to be placed in the embar- 
rassing position of conveying to 
the audience the idea that 
they've crossed a_ picket line, 
since too many listeners are un- 
mindful of the fact that they're 
listening to records. 


‘Ulcer Week — 
Cauldron Boiled, 
Trouble Bubbled 


Last week was dubbed “Invitation 
to the Ulcer Week” in New York 
Everybody around the 








i|networks and agencies was sitting 


on the barrel, hoping the lid would 
Perhaps at no previous 
time was tension so high around the 


|four networks, with the nervousness 


Agencies, Not Nets, 


extending into the agencies handling 
the multiple commercial airers. All 
other -conversation went by the 
boards. and the inevitable question 
was: “Whats new on the AFRA 
situation?” 

The feeling of uneasiness trans- 
lated itself from the top network- 
brass to the stenographer 


to cross a picket line. In the mem- 
ories of the oldest of vets around the 
networks, they 
such tenseness existed over an im- 
| pending strike. 


Diskers Had Set Up Show 
Stockpile in Case AFRA 
Net Strike Was Called 


Transcription firms in N. Y. and 
Chicago were moving new as well as 
old shows at a fast clip during the 


j 





| pose those who are literally 


N. Y’S RATE CARD CHISELING 


‘SOME I 


to 
Y obht 





PLEN 


There's more chiseling on rate | 
|card figures in the New York area 
ithan almost anywhere else in the 
country, except the deep South—ac- | 
cording to several indie operators in | 


New York. 


These men are sore 


about what's been going on, and} 
week that they are} 


warned last 
ready to start a real battle to ex- 


|up the card.” 





| 





All kinds of ways to cut their | 


own official rates are used by some 
of the stations, these men say. They 
charge that the head of one station's 
sales dept. has a habit of starting 
an interview with a 
bankroller by dramatically taking 
his rate card out of his pocket, 


| tearing it up, then saying: “O.K., | 


now let's talk.” 

One way to cut rates is to offer 
the sponsor a combination rate for 
“time and talent.” 


posedly kept standard, in accordance 


with the amounts listed on the card. | 
But talent costs are cut so drastically | 
that, actually, the reduction affects | 


the time rate. 


Another practice is to charge a} 


sponsor the 312-times rate for a 52- 
week program by 
once-a-week show with a lot of 
spots and announcements. 

Still another way is to let a 
sponsor know that, if he takes his 
show off the air after 26 weeks, he 


| will still be charged at the 52-week 


rate 


The “national” market gimmick is 


also used. If a national advertiser | 
places an order for a show, he is al- | 


lowed to book it through his local 
distributor—this getting 15% off on 
the grounds that the product is 
“local.” 

“Actually,” say the 


| they stuck to the official rates which 


they themselves had established on 
their cards. Sure, they'd lose some 
chiseling customers. But on the 
other hand, they'd wind up with the 
same amount of money—maybe 
more—in the long run. And they 
would save themselves time which 
they could devote to public service 
programming.” 





AFRA Sidelights 











The AFRA situation cued plenty of 
signs and portent around the net- 


| work and agency studios and offices 





don't recall when | é b 
| Superman working for them. 


|New York chapter... 


jon became apparent 
|phrasing of the major issue. 


last week, as the showdown was 
neared between the webs and AFRA 


their own meeting on the morning 
of Black Friday (22), Mutual's prexy 
Ed Kobak was seen looking grim 
for the first time in the memory of 
those who know him. 
newspapermen collared him on the 
20th floor of CBS ‘outside the board 
room) he didn't say he was there 
waiting for a streetcar but came 
close to that with “I just had to pick 
a phone message here.” . When 


Arthur (“Bud”) Collyer joined the 
talks, a veepee cracked: “‘Who can 
beat those guys now? They've got 


Coll- 
yer, when he’s not playing Super- 
man, happens to be prexy of AFRA’s 
Which side 
any discussant of the situation was 
through the 
If he 


|was on the net side, he spoke of 


pro-AFRAites 
issue 


boycott"; 
“unfair station” 


“secondary 
called it the 


| Not only execs, but rank and file 


land pages, 


| 


last week, to provide ample backlogs | 
for both network affiliates and for | 
to get a chance to show their stuff 


}indies w ho would have affected by a 
| possible AFRA strike. 

Network affiliates were stocking 
up so that they might have platters 
to use in case their webs could not 
come through with sufficient pro- 
gramming. 


Indies, on the other hand. were 


|were gargling their throats, 


| preparing to make hay while the sun | 


shines and to stay on the air with 
attractive programs in case their net- 
work competitors had to be forced 
off the aii. 


i 


people of all kinds, down to clerks 
were asked at some of 
the nets whether they would be 
willing to go on the air. Mike-happy 
kids who'd been hoping for years 


ready 
for their big preem. Publicity guys 
saw themselves as commentators, 
page-boys as next year’s Bob Hopes 
But here and _ there, " people de- 
murred. One network person in the 
“middle” range, between exec and 


rank-and-file staus, summarized his | 
feelings as typical of a good many | 
of his colleagues. In answer to the | 


routine query of “would you go on 


(Continued on page 42) 


“tearing | 


prospective | 


Under the com- | 


bination, the “time” rate is sup- | 


including the} 


protestors, 
i“these guys would be better off if 


. After the network prexies held | 


And when | 








CBS. ClO Collarite Pact Inked, Net 
Faces Effect As Related to AFRA 


The Radio Guild of the United 
| Office and Professional Workers of 
America (CIO), latest uniorf? to ob- 

Few radio execs connected tain a contract with a major net- 
either with nets or agencies work, got its pact with CBS last 
were in any kidding mood while week, covering white collarites—and 
the AFRA situation was boiling |immediately became a sliver in the 
over last week. Nevertheless, web’s finger as the nets faced the 
some kept their good humor. |threatened AFRA strike. 

And among these, the “ideal” | CBS, with the major current 
network show—to be carried by | worry being AFRA, got the collar- 
all four webs simultaneously— ites out of the way fast, after ne- 
was worked out. Except for the ‘| gotiations had dragged on for several 





“Veepees in the Night’ 


emcee, the principals would all weeks. In the contract, which is to 
be network vice prexies, and the run until Dec. 1, 1948, both sides 
overall title would be “Veepees gave way to arrive at compromises. 
in the Night.” The union withdrew its insistence on 


Ed Kobak of Mutual would a union shop, while the net pledged 
emcee this “ideal” show. NBC's itself of guarantee “maintenance of 
Clarence Menser would be the the present proportionate’ union 


top comedian, and he would be | membership.” Such a« guarantee 


} 














expected to make his jokes as | means that the union would continue 
blue as the air in the AFRA con-_ | to have recognition as the collarites’ 
ference room. From the Coast, | bargaining unit during the life of 
| Sid Strotz would come in with a_ | the contract. 
remote assist to Menser. Mutual's Wages were raised by 2242%— 
| Bob Swezey would read poetry. comparing with the union’s original 
| CBS’ Frank White would be the | demand for 35%. An additional 212‘; 
| featured singer, specializing in | hike was pledged as “individual 
| blues. Finally, the latest of the | raises.” 
|} exec veepees, ABC's Bob Kint- The effect of this settlement on 
} ner, would produce a hot docu- the developing AFRA situation was 
mentary-dramat, entitled “Am- | apparent, however, aside from the 
bivalent Ham, or Segue Into | provisions of the UOPWA contract. 
Schizophrenia.” |In the first place, the 22142% pay 
|increase compared with the 17!2% 
| which the nets were currently offer- 
9 é |ing as an increase to AFRA talent. 
S ee No | The higher percentage given the 
| collarites was a tipoff to AFRA 
z | people that they, too, might get at 
9 |least 22%%—which comes closer to 
ore M Lad | the minimum raise they had set at 
y : y | 26%. 
| But on top of all that, CBS faced 
| S |additional complications from its 
tance on |tiein with the collarites’ union, and 
| | hush-hush plans were under way to 
| move CBS headquaiiers out of New 
| Of all the types of shows that/ York in the event of an AFRA 
were scheduled to be hit by the | strike. 
thereatened AFRA strike, soapers | The UOPWA would only say that 
were in the lead. And in that field, | “in the event of an AFRA strike, 
the leading sponsor--Procter &) our members at CBS would hold a 
Gamble—had buttressed itself firmly | special meeting to determine how 
with both feet on the ferice, strad-|to support AFRA.” It was noted 
dling between the two sides with! that the emphasis was on “how to 
acrobatic alacrity. | support,” not on “whether” to sup- 
There was little question in any | port. UOPWA officials, refusing to 
one’s mind that the daily dese of | predict how their members would 
soap operas, leading the NBC and/| vote, did make it clear, hc \ ver 
CBS sunlight-time parade, would |that “we don’t ordinarily sanction 
\suffer almost to extinction. Those | crossing picket lines.” 
|shows of necessity originate in the| It was taken for granted by all 
|large production centers, the ma- | concerned that UOPWA members at 
| jority in New York, where AFRA|CBS would not cross picket lines 
|is firmly entrenched. The casts are | About 235 of CBS’ collarites—out of 
|set for long runs, the principals in |a total of nearly 700—voted for the 
many instances having been asso- | UOPWA in last June's elections, and 
iciated, in the habits of listeners, | the membership is known to have 
|with those shows through their | increased since, due to the success- 
voices and _ techniques. Even if ' ful negotiations. 
|strike breakers could be located for Faced with this loss of yital cleri- 
i|those shows, the new talent would | cal and stenographic help during the 
| definitely not be acceptable to the |strike—when people with routine 
listeners who know the regular | jobs become more necessary than 
voices so well. ever to the operations—the net was 
| Perhaps with a view to this tech- | Planning to move its h.q. to a “safe” 
nical difficulty of obtaining replace- | location for the duration. Safest 
|ments, and also from the viewpoint | ftom the viewpoint would be Chi,- 
of its own public relations, P&G let | C489, since collarites in Hollywood 
its position be known in advance. are also Organized, although not in 
P&G was ready to provide com- the UOPWA. 
mercials to be read over the air, — 
and to pay full rates for time. But Making Hay Meanwhile 
it would not pay for talent unless Not letting the grass grow under 
that talent was AFRA. In other | its feet, after signing its CBS con- 
words, it would not pay for strike- | tract and already having asked WOR 
breakers against its own soaper ac- | (N. Y.) for negotiations, the Radio 
tors and actresses. Guild of the UOPWA went after the 
An incidental problem in connec- transcription companies last week. 
tion with soapers and other serials First of the big transcription firms 
was one to be thrown into the laps |—Which are also involved in the 
of writers. Somehow, the time-lag | AFRA situation—is World Broad- 
would have to be taken up when | casting System, Decca subsidiary. 
the shows were ready to go back on The collarites are asking World for 
the air. But that problem was shoved | @ 35% pay increase, or $15 a week 
aside for the time being. “whichever is higher for the indi- 
diasicaetinsac vidual,” as well as a minimum scale 
. of $30 per week for all employees, 
J > Di hi Of According to the union, World has 
ennings irectors Ip offered a $2-per-week genera! raise, 
° ¢ oe which stacks up against an average 
Chi Council Now Official $00 increase won at CBs. 
Chicago, Nov. 26. | oe ey ere 
George Jennings. who for the past WTOP’s New Recorder 
six years has acted as director of the Washington, Nov. 26 
Radio Council of the Chicago Public New brush tape recorder, an im- 
Schools, was appointed to the posi- proved portable recording unit. is 
tion officially last week. now being used by WTOP, the CBS 
Jennings replaces Col. Harold | outlet here on special events pro- 
Kent, who after serving in the army’, gram. The type being used has not 
for the past six years becomes prexy | yet been adapted for commercial 
of a private schoo! in Honolulu. use. 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





TREASURE HOUR OF SONG 
With Licia Albanese, Jan 


narrator, Roland Winters; 
nouncer, Tiny Ruffner 
Producer: Wendell Adams 
30 Mins., Thur., 9:30 p.m. 
CONTI 
WOR, 


(BR 


He 


an- 


MBS, N. Y. 

ngham, (C‘astlema? & Pierce) 
stanZi 
; “public 
fact that 
stiff 


1 top mu ical i 00d 
e Classified a 
| the 


salad of 
ayiIng 


some 


1udience come-on 


4 > Wi t sives t U pretext 


Idea is that the 


juring 


ry ne two versions ot some pop 


played version being 
popularly-Known — tune 
operetta ol musical 
the other being 
which the first had been de- 
Audience is invited to iden- 
two numbers from excerpts 
the identification is not 
very tough, prize—consisting of a 
VIP trip to New York for winner 
and escort—will be based on ac- 
companying letter. It's a good- 
mnough idea and should increase 
listener interest 

Musically show couldn't have 
have chosen better than opening 
with Lucia Albanese and Jan Peerce, 
each of whom gave a couple of 
solos apiece. Miss Albanese chanteus- 


one 
more 
ron 
corre i\ 
tron 
rived 
tify the 
Since 


some 


classic 


the 


ing “L'Amour, Todjours L’Amour” 
and an ariaefrom “Madame But- 
terfly,’ while Peerce provided 


“Auf Wiedersehn” and the “Vesti la 


giubba” from Il Pagliacci. The two 
dueted the serenade from “Student 
Prince,’ and the orchestra soloed 
“Carioca” in addition to doing a 
splendid job backing the singers, 
bridging, playing the “treasure” 
numbers, etc 

Producer Wendell Adams did a 
fine job wrapping the show up 
neatly and pacing it expertly. Ro- 


land Winters’ musical narration was 


apt, and the two Conti plugs by 
Tiny Ruffner were well earned and 
as well - Cars. 


integrated. 


COMMON SENSE COUNSELOR 


With Ignatius D. Taubeneck, Virginia, 


Stewart; Aime Gauvin, announcer 
Producer: Raymond Katz 
15 Mins., Sat., 12:3@ p.m. 

FUEL OIL & HEATING COUNCIL 
WHN, N. Y. 
(S. Frederick Auerbach) 

This stanza on the Metro-owned 
outlet in N. Y. is tailored to appeal 
primarily to serious, home-loving 
folk in Brooklyn and Queens (N. Y. 
boroughs) who’d be interested in 
buying fuel oil from members of the 
sponsoring Council. As such, it car- 
ries out its purpose. 

Ignatius D. Taubeneck has a voice 
that mikes well, although he’s a bit 
over-sweet, almost unctuous in 
approach, However, it’s likely that 
the audience to whom he directs his 
appeal may prefer that kind of 
preachment. He 
ships between parents and children, 
with questions thrown at him by 
Virginia Stewart. 


Taubeneck’s answers on the preem | 


Peerce, | 
Alfredo Antonini erchestra; music . 


his | 


discusses relation- | 


| WHOM DEDICATION CERE- 
MONIES 

With Most Rev. Stephen J. Donahue, 
Judge Ferdinand Pecora, Vincent 
Impellitera, Dr. Luigi Nardi, Gen- 
eroso Pope, Lucia Albanese, Era 
Pognoli, Guiseppi D’Lucea, Vir- 
gilio Lazarri, Vivien Della Chiesa, 
Hilde Reggiani, Gino Fratesi, 
Guiseppi De Luca orch; Charles 
Baltin, announcer 

Writer-Producer: Maurice Barrett 

90 Mins.; Sunday (24), 3:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WHOM, N.Y. 

ot Ut! [ reistl id ia indie to 

e ownership ol Gene 

aired last Sunday 

Biltmore, N. ¥ nha 


; ; ler 
Was I LOWOrLNLYS More LO! ils ien 


roso Pope wa 
(24) 


roadcast that 


from the 
sin 
hate 
CrOWQAC( uppel 
will have 
to give with more imagina- 

than was expended on the in- 
augural program if it hopes to climb 
in status. Glaring example of the 
flat-footed approach is the fact that 
although this station services Polish 
and Jewish speaking audiences also, 
the entertainment on this 90-minute 
show was. directed 
Italians. And this group of 
despite their vaunted passion for 
grand opera, must have been stuffed 


TT 
mwimnal r) | 


reaches of the kilocvs 


out iOts 
tion 


to the gills by this oversized and 
inder-varied dish of musical spa- 
ghetti 

After the invocation by the Most 


Rev. Stephen J. Donahue, auxiliary 
Bishop of New York City, the pro- 
gram alternated between ceremonial 
speeches by public dignitaries and 
operatic selections. Among the well- 
wishers were Judge Ferdinand Pe- 
cora and “/incent Impellitera, New 
York City council prez who ap- 
peared in behalf of Mayor O’Dwyer. 
Both stressed the public service re- 
sponsibility involved in the owner- 
| ship of this type indie. Dr. Luigi 


' Nardi, Italian consul, spoke in Italian 


while Generoso Pope defined the 
station’s policy as combatting dis- 
crimination against minority groups. 


exclusively at | 
dialers, | 


Roster of singing talent included 
many feature names of the Metro- | 
politan Opera. Music was cut from 


a narrow nationalist bias, as if any 
operalover’s taste could be limited 
only to Italian arias. Singers, all of 
whom were highly competent, were 


Virgilia Lazarri, basso; Guiseppe 
D’Lutca, baritone; Lucia Albanese, 


soprano, 


Hilda Reggiani, coloratura- | 


soprano; Gino Fratesi, tenor; Era | 
Togloni, soprano; and Vivien Della 
Chiesa, soprano. An augmented | 
house orchestra under the baton of 
Guiseppe De Luca accomped in 
Herm. 


standard concert style. 


THE HARBOR WE SEEK 
With Walter Paschall, Mary Ivey, 

Eli Frisch, Zena Sears, Bob Gerson, 
| Bob Guenther, Roy Hubbard, 

others: Roy McMillan, 
Producer - Director - Writer: 
| Crandall, Jr. 
| 30 Mins.; Sunday, 1 p.m. 
| Sustainmg 
WSB, Atlanta. 

Originating from the ideological 
| heart of the deep south in Gene 
| Talmadge’s newly regained Georgian 
bailiwick, this anti-discrimination 
program is a shocker both on the 


Brad 


(23) were somewhat on the side of | score of what is says and where it 


platitude 
sensible 


and generality, 
nevertheless in 


upon how parents can gain and keep | 
the confidence cf their kids, whether 

working mothers should feel free to | 
children, | 
feinme’s occasional ques- | 


let 


etc. 


others for their 


The 


care 


but were | 
touching | World A-Coming” which circulates 


come from. Unlike WMCA'’s “New 
in the free-thinking, cosmopolitan 
air of New York City, this series of 
dramatic programs is frying the 
racial bigots right in the panhandle 
of America’s hate-mongering idiocy. 


tions added sensible punctuation to | This is public service programming 


the gabber’s delivery. 


Aime Gauvin, doing the commer- | 


| spotted for maximum results and re- 
action, and for this reason alone, 


cials for the sponsor, handled his | WSB rates applause. 


end of the bankroller’s 


fectively, Cars. 


MATINEE AT MIDNIGHT 
With John McCormick, director and 
announcer. 
60 Mins.; Saturday, 12: Midnight CST 
BARBASOL 
WBBM, CBS, Chicago 
Rapidly gaining momentum. this 
disk jockey parade is running away 
with the midnight public, Monday 
through Saturday. Only competition 
is two programs, one a long hair and 
the other jive. Jon McCormick in- 


corporates some of both, sprinkles it | 


with gags, news and_ occasional 
guestars and comes out on the re- | 


ceiving end with listeners. 

For this session the waterfront 
crowd from Michigan avenue, in- 
cluding a couple of Damon Runyon- 
esque characters—Uncle Louie and 
C Note, jammed the _ two-by-four 
basement studio and participated as 


a very appreciative and unquiet 
audience. 
The music was selected from 


“most popular” lists and several re- 
quests and included among 13 tunes 
played, “To Each His Own,” “Rumors 
Are Flying,” “Linger In My Arms” 
and “If You Were The Only Girl.” 

The gag material and continuity, 
written by Jack Cusick, keeps the 
program from becoming just another 
series of recordings. 
atmosphere especially for anyone 
who has to drive at night. The 
material mildly lampoons local char- 
acters, this time being directed to 
the society event of the night, the 
Arden Shore Ball. 


Boxscore was 13 tunes. two foot- 


ball score readings, six commercials | 


and six gags rounding out a good 
program and a well-done job for 
John McCormick. 


message ef- 


flavoring the | 


Beyond that, “The Harbor We 
| Seek” adds up to strong listening 
| because it punches hard to the solar 
| plexus. On the reviewed session 
| (10), the Columbians, latter-day 
| version of Georgia’ KKK, were the 
| obvious target under attagk. Story 
| dealt with the crucifying of a Jewish 
| boy by a so-called group of Chris- 
| tian-American Defenders after the 
former had been cleared of  sus- 
picion in an assault case. The police, 
aided by some ef the right-thinking 
| townsfolk, bring the culprits to 
justice in the end. 

Script’s verbiage was sharp, clear 
and ear-slapping, not evading the 
existence of such hate-concentrates 
as “kike,” “sheeny” and 
Plight of the Jewish boy. 
of all humiliated minorities, was 
delineated with poignant realism 
while the ranting demagogy of the 
Nordic purifiers was 
sented in a way 
its persuaveness and its speciousness. 

Picking defects in the production 
would not be too tough a job. 
example. the dramat in reality only 
, glossed over the surface phenomena 
of group prejudice and spread the 
illusion that efficient police work is 


while on the whole doing an ade- 
| quate job, in several cases verged on 
| amateurish performances. Etcetera, 
etcetera. 

But stacking up the defects against 
the achievements still leaves the 
| program way out front as a powerful 
| force for combatting the gangrene 


| of racism, which, from current re- 
| ports, is once again on the rise in 
'the U. S. WSB is setting a high 


standard of courage and intelligence 
| for the rest of the broadcast indus- 
try to follow in its contribution to 
' democracy’s survival. 


announcer | 





Wednesday, November 27, 1946 





CBS’ Double Wing 


It might have come under the 
heading of novelty, for which 
CBS was to be congratulated, but 
for sheer practical purposes the 


network's broadcast last Satur- 
day, alternately, of the Ohio 
State-Michigan and [llinois- 
Northwestern football games 
must be labeled strictly a double- 
ving experiment held for no 
i 
I network alternated con- 
\ broadcasting t ‘ames, 
G S nate | | » the d 
ription from Evanston, Ill... and 
Red Barber from Columbus, O 
rhe Lm p< nee ofl both gam 
might have sugvested a need fot 
extensive eporting since upon 
e outcom of ach w lepend- 
ent the Big Nine title vhich 
went to the I[llini-in their 20-0 


victory over the Wildcats while 


| ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
| With Robert Duane, Paul Brawner, 
Delores Kerns, Tommy Allen, Joe 
Myers 
Producer-Writer: Heyt Andrews 
15 Mins.; Fridays, 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KMA, Oklahoma City 
Straight ‘inspirational airer, this 
program should prove helpful fon 
dipsomaniacs who happen to tune in 
during a sober interlude. Underlying 
message, which is delivered with the 
solemnity of a Bowery salvationist, 


tends that the pathway from the 
odden gutter to being a lid citi 
en can be traversed, given determi- 
ition and faith. Alcoholics Anony- 
mous, Ine., nationally prominent out- 
fiet of reformed tipplers, under 
whose auspices this program Is 
heard, have allegedly found the 
trick of defeating the demon rum 
But how they do it, dialers will 
never learn from this session. Using 


the Wolverines blasted the flashback method, program. traced 
Buckeyes, 58-6. A defeat for the life story.of a drunk who finally 
Illinois and Michigan wovld took the cure and made the grade 
have had the championship and as a 32nd degree Mason. Trans- 
a shot at the Rose Bow! that now formation as related here had the 
goes to the former, against aspect of a miracle since the only 
UCLA explanation offered by the narrator 
The broadcasters were fortu- were the words: “And then I met 
nate in being able to get most the organization called Alcoholics 
of the scoring of both games Anonymous.” 
into their.time on the air, but | 
the continuity was too frequently ae = : 
disturbed to maintain int ‘rest IT’S SHOW riMe 
There was. for instance. the first- With Frankie Masters orchestra, 
quarter drive of Northwestern Phylis Myles, Phil setae — 
into Illinois territory, with the dinger Quartet, mee cae 
game still scoreless—and then * 30 ae: ee. - +g ST) 
the “game was switched to Co- Producer: Conrad Le IRCUIT 
lumbus, where the score at the | INTERSTATE THEATEES . 
time was 7-C. When, a few mo- | WOAL, BQH, See Anwar 
ments later. the former game | From the stage of the Palace thea- 
came back. the score was still tre in Dallas, the south’s largest net- 


scorcless—but Illinois was down 
on Northwestern’s 18-yard stripe. 

Which only stresses that in no 
game as in football can the 
wheels of fortune turn so rapid- 
ly. But can radio take a chance in 
being mousetrapped so quickly? 

If CBS was intent on kecping 


a close tab of both contests, be- 
cause of their importance, the 
best idea. seemingly, would have 


been to do the spot reporting of 
the more important contest, 
which on the face of it was IIli- 
nois-Northwestern the ulti- 
mate result eventually proved). 
Constant reference to the prog- 
ress of the other contest. via 
ticker tape or other means, could 
have sunvlemented the former 
The Michigan-OSU game was 
fortunate in being on for so much 
of the scoring but that to a great 
extent was a matter of luck. 
After all, by scoring 58 points it 


(as 


was inevitable that the odds 
would be voreat for most of the 
scoring winding up in the ra- 


dio description, unlike, say, a one 


or two-touchdown game whose 
scoring could more conceivably 
have been achieVed while the 
other game was on the air. And 
when you have to rely on the 


element of luck. it’s like a fourth- 
string guard who intercepts a 
pass and lumbers across the goal, 
elated at having scored for the 
only time in his life. whatever 
the circumstances. Only he ran 








the wron?’ way. Kahn. 
DOW AWARD SHOW 
With Anne Marleau, Fred Hill, 


Henry Matthews Orch, Peel Siev- 


ens, Philip Robert; Johnny Walker, | 


announcer 

Producer: Gib Wall 

30 Mins.: Mon., 8:30 p.m. 

DOW BREWERIES 

CFCF, CKAC. Canada 
(McLaren) 

Here’s as good an example as any 
of how socko talent can be sloughed 
by weak production. Ingredients like 
the warbling of Anne Marleau and 
the tenoring of Fred Hill aren't 
found every day, but the general 
effect of their work, which should 


be socko, comes off weakly due to | 


bad spotting and general deficiencies 
of production. 

Dow award show is clicko idea: 
playing up of heroic deeds by Cana- 
dians, the whole thing being back- 
grounded by the singing of Hill and 
Miss Marleau and Matthews’ orches- 
tra. It’s sponsored by Dow Brew- 
eries, one of Canada’s biggest beer 


| manufacturers. 


“nigger.” | 
symbol | 


honestly pre- | 
that revealed both 


For : 


all that’s needed to clear it up. Cast, | 


_Timing difficulties due to split 
airing have been overcome nicely. | 
Broadcast originates in CFCF stu- 


dios, with English announcer, and is 
piped into CKAC, where French an- 
nouncer and narrator come in at the 
English spots. 

Miss Marleau’s voice is 
and makes for sock 
“Vous Que Passer.” 


mellow 
listening. Her 
made known 


through Sablon, creates big effect for | 


the French speakers and Gershwin’s 


“Somebody Loves Me” is sold by 
deft phrasing and tone control. 
“Carousel” medley done with Hill 


is only so-so but again, it’s no fault 
of Miss Marleati’s but rather it’s the 
arrangement that lets the singers 
down. 


Hill's tenoring is clean and effec- | 


tive with his “Bluebird of Happi- 
ness” and “Rumors Are Flying” go- 
ing especially big. 

Where airer falls down mainly is 
at the citation for heroism spot. It’s 
merely a rather dead _ narration 
backgrounded by light music, which 
makes the program slump. Climax 
should be built to this spot and a 
sketch of the heroic deed, done by 
good theens, would go much better. 

Laza. 


work show is this opus sponsored by 
Interstate Theatres Circuit. Program 
started out as a salute for one month 


to Karl Hoblitzelle and the circuit 
and has been on now for several 
years with various headliners. 


| For the next three months Frankie 
| Masters and his crew have 
signed for the series. The first time 
a w.k. name band has taken over the 


series over a long period. Other 
bands playing the circuit have been 
heard from the various cities it has 


played for the circuit for a period of 

a month. 

Masters 

| Interstate 
Test” 


over another 
show “Screen 
and adds his personality to 
both shows. Based on the opening 
show, Masters should make friends 
for the theatres and draw new pa- 
trons to the various houses of Inter- 
state. It is a fast moving revue of 
songs and music featuring members 
of the Master’s organization. Band 
is a well-balanced one for radio and 
was heard in “September Song,” 
“Lonesome Road,” well played and 
nicely arranged. Vocalists are Mas- 
ters, Phylis Myles and Phil Gray. 
| Miss Myles was heard in “Always” 
and in “Show Business” and with 
Masters in “Anything You Can Do, 
I Can Do.” She has a nice sense of 
rhythm and puts across a song well. 
Gray, a recent addition was also 
|} heard in “Show Business” and solo 
!in “The Girl That I Marry.” Pat, 
| Kay, Marty and Jo, the Humdingers 
| quartet, is a pleasing combo of voices 
|and was heard in “Buttermilk Sky.” 
Masters is at ease before the micro- 
phone and ably helps move the pro- 
gram along giving out with several 
of the introductions. 

Stamford turned in a nice job as 
program m.c. and treated commer- 
cials dealing with the coming at- 
tractions booked by Interstate. 

Show is well produced and should 
garner new friends for Interstate as 
well as filling the Palace each Sun- 
;}day at Dallas with out-of-towners 
who will want to hear and see 
show in action. 

Good bet would be to 
show tour and originate 


also takes 
network 


have the 
from key 


Interstate houses in Texas and New 
| Mexico. Andy. 
—_—— a 

ETHICAL ISSUES IN THE NEWS 


With Algernon D. Black 

15 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 
ETHICAL CULTURE SOCIETY 
WMCA, N. Y. 

Algernon D. Black is “executive 
leader” of the Society for Ethical 
Culture in New York and an experi- 
enced lecturer and radio commenta- 
tor who's been heard in 
sons On other N. Y. indies 
WQXR). This year, he’s 
his sponsored commentary 
WMCA. 


doing 
Sunday 


| nights on The society be- 


listed by the station under the rubric 
of clerical time. Actually, the con- 
tent is heavy on the politico side. 


Whether one agrees or disagrees 


and the fact that he’s speaking for a 
small but highly articulate and 
deeply sincere minority ars beyond 
dispute. Superimpose upon such 
solid foundation a voice that knows 
how to use the mike sensibly, and 
you have a chatter period worth the 
serious listener's time. 

On his preem (10), Dr. Black took 
much of his time to analyze the 
|meaning of last week's elections. 
| His viewpoint, as shown by the bal- 
| lot tabulations, is certainly not the 
| popular one. He saw the elections 
|as a “retreat” from principles that 
placed “human values above prop- 
erty values,” accused America of 
showing a “confused conscience.” 
pleaded for the “rebirth of the anti- 
Fascist spirit.” It was strictly poli- 
tical interpretation from one view- 

(Continueds on page 44) 
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'“FLIGHT WITH MUSIC” 


With Marion Hutton, Herb Sheidon. 
Nat Brusiloff Orch, guests 


| Producer: Larry Finley 


Director: Sylvan Taplinger 
Writer: Lee Berg 

RENStE WATCHES 

30 Stations 


(Weiss & Geller) 


open 


This 
tions with Marion Hutton as the pe 


series of ‘nd transcrip- 


manent emece 1s a compact 


of 


musical 
travelog that 
bet 
Program 
the 
locality 


show with a touch 


constitutes a good for local 


sponsorship attempts 1 


discourse on traveler lure for a 


given between well con- 


{trived musical numbers with Marion 


Hutton and Nat Brusiloff's orch as 
the permanent musical components 
with Bo Eberle as the first guest in 
the series. First spot visited on this 


jairer was Georgia, which has always 


been a fertile 
songwriters. 


inspiration for pop 
However the travelog aims of the 
show are defeated by the 15-minute 


running time which doesn't give the 
Cooks tour aspects too much lati- 
tude and by necessity the program 
must go into the musical aspects 
almost immediately. That isn’t too 
;much of a drawback and there's 
only enough gab to justify the title. 

Miss Hutton, soloist for the late 
Glenn Miller, is the musical main- 


lassists in 


Stay, acting as hostess on a mythical 
air trip. Gab and song work is high 
satisfactory and she’s given neat 
the talk sector by Herb 


|Sheldon. Writing meets the require- 


been | 





| changes of opinion. 


the | 


ments of the show admirably and 
production and recording are _ top 
notch. 

Show is sponsored by Rensie 
Watches, in N. Y. via WEAF, and 


commercial inserts segue neatly into 
the rest of the show. Jose 


IS ONE WORLD POSSIBLE? 


With Senator Elbert Thomas, Clar- 
ence K. Streit; Selden Menefee, 
moderator 

Director: S. Menefee 

15 Mins. 


(Public Service Transcriptions) 


First in a weekly series titled 
“Issue of the Week,” this platter is 
a straightforward, well - informed 
discussion of the most explosive 
question on the international agenda. 
Question of world unity is attacked 
from opposing sides by two pro- 
fessed experts, with Selden Menefee 
in the middle stoking up the fire of 
controversy. Not too much heat is 
generated, however, as the polemic 
is conducted with sober, measured 
words by both sides. 

Platter opened 
Menefee followed 
ments by Thomas 
their positions. 
agreement 
soon 


with an intro by 
by brief state- 
and Streit on 
Apparent initial 
between the two men 
dissolved in the ensuing °x- 
Thomas argued 
hopefully for “one world” that would 
include Russia while Streit argued 
pessimistically for “one world” 
without Russia but including the 
western powers. You pays your 
money and you takes your choice. 
Herm. 


HOUSE IN THE COUNTRY 

With Lyle Sudrow, Patsy Campbell, 
Ray Knight, Ed Latimer, Abbey 
Lewis; announcers, Bud Coilyer, 
Hugh James; John Gart Orch (6) 


Writer: Ray’ Knight 


Producer-Director: Fred Weihe 


| 30 Mins, 


| Notwithstanding, 


| platter production 


other sea- | 


CO-OP 
10 STATIONS 
(NBC Recording) 

Operations policy regarding e.t.’s 
NBC is one 
work that won't be caught short in 
and know-how. 
NBC's latest opus is its e.t. produc- 
tion number of the year, a series of 


net- 


52 half-hour shots for once-a-week 
nighttime airing. Cutting on the 
| platters started last June, to have 


ing a religious group, this stanza is | 
| radio, 


with Dr. Black, his authoritativeness | 


them ready for the current series 
Program has no unusual gimmicks 
or outstanding names. It’s just good 
interesting, easy listening, 
well-scripted and well-acted. Story 
is of a young city couple, the hus- 
band an artist, who go into the coun- 
try to rent a house, and their ex- 
perience with the local yokels. And 
it all makes for a nice round of 
chuckles per session. 
Majority of the laugh 
given to characters in the show, 
played by Ed Latimer and Ray 
Knight. Gags given the young cou- 
ple, Lyle Sudrow and Patsy Camp- 


lines are 


| bell, are corny at times, but okay for 





average family listening. Two you"s- 
sters are outshown by their more 
experienced confreres. Scripting bY 
Knight is good, without too mans 
ups and downs. Bud Collyer and 
Hugh James split the announcet 
chores; under the platter format 
there are three openings totalling 
three minutes for local commercials 
with John Gart’s music behind. 
Gart, incidentally, backs the entire 
production in solid fashion 
Tomim. 
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Si ‘VARIETY’ are those who also spend their 
Rt | own money in VARIETY to advertise 
, themselves and they can buy anything 
: you have to sell. 
WHY? BECAUSE THEY'VE GOT THE INCOME 
: 4 Guesetvation of one of the world’s 
greatest compilations of individual income is to be 
found. 
: In the ANNIVERSARY EDITION of ‘VARIETY’ 
For these are those who can afford 
anything you have to offer .... 





ITS A READY MARKET! 
A GREAT MARKET! 
DON'T IGNORE IT! 
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AFRA Strike Would Take Tele Toll 


Though No Station Has Union Contract 


Any strike by the American Fed- * 


major networks would probably be 
felt in the television industry as 
well as in radio, despite the fact 
that AFRA has not yet negotiated a) 
contract with any tele station. | 
Seeming paradox is due to the fact 
that many of the top video actors 
are also essociated with radio and 
thus, AFRA members. 

Not having been confronted with 


a similar situation in the past, video 


chiefs were uncertain whether | 
AFRA talent would have been | 
pulled from their shows had there} 
been a. strike. Since the 
would have béen called against the | 
nets, howevel! 
that all 
to withdraw, at least from NBC anc 
CBS. DuMont. with no radio affilia- 
tion, would be in a unique position 
but it’s considered likely that if 
AFRA members are ever pulled | 
from any tele station, theyll be| 
pulled from all. 

Had the strike been called, con- 
sequently, it would probably have 


hit hardest at remote sports events, 
which are usually narrated by men 
who double between radio and vi- 
deo. NBC announcers Bob Stan- | 
ton Ben Grauer, for instance, 
have assigned to handle the 
commentary on the Army-Navy 
football telecast Saturday (30). Had 


and 
been 


strike | Gam 


| 
, it’s considered likely | 
such talent would be forced | é é é 00 S 
i 


the strike occurred, both Stanton | 
and Grauer, as AFRA members, | 
would probably have been pulled 
and NBC would be forced to re- 
place them with web execs. Foot- | 
ball telecasts have also been an- | 


nounced by sports writers, such as | 
Arthur Daley and Cass Adams, but; 


replacing Stanton and Grauer with | 


them. according to the video chiefs, 
could be construed as strikebreak- 
ing. 


| cial 
| gives Crosley an option 
Strike would also have hit at tele | 


| 


variety shows, which usually fea- 
ture some radio talent in the way 
of singers or actors. Such shows | 
as “Hour Glass,” sponsored by 
Standard Brands Thursday nights 
over WNBT (NBC, N. Y.), for ex- 
ample, have included such talent 
in the past as Edgar Bergen, Leon 
(“Ukie”) Sherin, ete.,- all AFRA 


members. 

Exact plans on what steps will be 
taken should a strike ever occur, 
have not yet been set. Webs are 
holding back on such planning un- 
til such time as a strike becomes 
reality. 


NBC, Y&R to Audition New 
Shows When Broadcast 
To Replace ‘Speaking 


NBC's staff and the 





’ 


television 


| 
| 





eration of Radio Artists against the | Black-&-White Treachery 


Chicago, Nov. 26 

Local television “Man on the 
street” program screened an 
announcer’s red face when inter- 
viewee raved an and on about 
Mickey Rooney’s performance on 
the Oriental stage, WBKB, tele- 
vision station carrying the pro- 
gram, is owned by B & K, who 
own the rival vaude house, the 
Chicago. 

Number of B & K officials did 
a slow burn when they found 
out the person interviewed was 
Rooney’s manager, Sam Stiefel. 








In Crosley Pot 


Washington, Nov. 26. 


What may be the makings of a 


| midwest video network got its start 


here last week when FCC awarded 
construction permits to the Crosley | 
Broadcasting Corp. for new stations 


in Cincinnati and Columbus. The 
Cincy station will operate on tele 
channel No. 4 (66-72 mc) and the 


Columbus outlet on the No. 3 (60-66 | 
mec) band. Crosley plans to spend 
between $350,000-$450,000 apiece on 
the stations. 

The company has a third applica- | 
tion pending at FCC for Dayton, O. 


| At the same time, if FCC okays an 
| existing 


contract between Crosley 
and Stanley Hubbard, general man- 
ager of KSTP, St. Paul, Crosley will | 
pick up a fourth tele operation. 
Hubbard has asked FCC's approval | 
to purchase KSTP, Inc., with finan- 
aid of Crosley. His contract 
to buy up 
station six or seven 
for $1,200,000. And 


75% of 
months 


the 
later 


| KSTP, Inc., already holds an FCC 


permit for a St. Paul tele station. 


ABC Inks Four Sponsors 
For Detroit Tele Outlet, | 
Slated for March Teeoff. 


Four sponsors have already been 


| 
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| Army-Navy Scrap to Get 
Special Tele Treatment 
NBC television is scheduled to give 
jits Army-Navy football telecast 


|from Philadelphia’s Municipal Sta- 


| 


| 


| Pacted to bankroll shows over ABC’s | 


| 


| tion 


| 


| 


television station in Detroit, which 
is tentatively slated to begin opera- 
next March. Advertisers, 


to ABC 


ac- 


cording tele 


| Brands 


| WPTZ 


| forms. 


chief Paul | 


Mowrey, include U. S. Rubber, Gen- | 
| eral Mills, Chevrolet and the Camp- 


| bell-Ewald ad agency. 
All four have bankrolled ABC 
| Shows in the past over at least one 
the web's five current teie out- 


| of 
|lets. Video transmitter in Detroit, 


Young & Rubicam ad agency are_ Mowrey said, is to be built next to 


slated to audition new shows during the ABC 


actual broadcasts for the next three 
or four weeks to find a replace- 


ment for “Geographically Speaking,” | 
over | 


sponsored by Bristol-Myers 
WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) from 8:15 to 
8:30 p. m. on Sunday nights for the 
last 26 weeks. Show featured films 
taken by Mrs. Carveth Wells during 
her worldwide exploration junkets, 
with Mrs. Wells herself doing 
commentary. 

Title and format of the replace- 
ment have not been set. NBC and 
agency execs expect to try several 
different shows for one or two weeks 
each until they come up with some- 
thing to meet all requirements. 

WNBT, meanwhile, 
its “NBC, Television 


Screen Maga- 


zine” for the next several weeks on | 


the | 


will continue 


Sunday nights from 8:30 to 9 p. m. 
as a showcase for new talent. Show, 
with a variety format, has replaced 


temporarily the usual Sunday night 





full length plays presented by the | 
station. 
’ 
Hole’s CBS Tele Post 
Leonard Hole, CBS television 


planning director, has been named 


assistant to Worthington Miner, the 


web’s tele director, and will hence- 
forth handle both positions con- 
currently. 


Hole, who joined CBS in 1935 as 


program service department direc- 
tor, is slated to retain supervision 
of future planning for both color 
and black-and-white video and of 
editorial supervision of program 
material. New job gives him charge 
of administrative jobs in the opera- 
tion of WCBS-TV, the web’s N. Y. 
tele outlet. 


AM radio transmitter, with 
| the tele studios in downtown De- 
| troit. 





McCormick Rep Eyes 
Coast Video Setup 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Reed Myers, of WGN, Chicago, has 
checked for a look-see of 
| local video operations and expecta- 





in here 
tions. He is reported personally dep- 
ping Col. Robert McCormick, Chi- 
cago Tribune publisher and figure in 


the Mutual network setup. His pri- 
mary interest, it’s stated, is the use 
of film in tele, which field he is 


studying closely. 

During his stay he will visit both 
experimental stations, W6XAO (Don 
Lee) and W6XYZ (Television Pro- 
ductions, Inc.), in addition to talking 
|} to prospectors with applications be- 
fore the FCC. 


Quicker’n the Eye 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 
Probably the fastest switch of 
video equipment from one spot to 


WBKB televised two remotes 
than 15 minutes apart, using a police 
escort to race truck between scenes. 


on a fashion show at the University 
Club. Crew left at 8:30 for Stadium 
fore cameras at 


6:45. After 





dium, Saturday (30) the same spe- 
cial treatment accorded the grid 
classic last year. Game will go on 
the air at 12:15 p. m. to bring view- 
ers scenes of the cadets and m 
marching on the field and w 
relayed to a four-station network, 
including WNBT (NBC, N , & 
(Philco, Phila.), WRGB 
(General Electric, Schenectady and 
WRC, NBC AM station in Washing- 
ton where special viewing sets have 
been installed. 

WNBT will use four Image Orthi- 


|con cameras, set up on special plat- 
Two cameras will be based | 
'atop the stadium on the 50-yard line 
'and two halfway between the field 


and the press box. Bob Stanton will 
do the play-by-play, with Ben 


Grauer assigned to color commen- | 


tary. Burke Crotty produces. 


Game will be sponsored by Gil- 
lette Safety Razor, which also bank- 
rolled the NBC telecast of last year’s 
Army-Navy game. Goodyear has 
sponsored telecasts of all Army 
home games over WNBT this year. 
Since the game is being played in 
Philly, however, Gillette has stepped 
in to ditto its last year’s perform- 
ance, 


Gen. Mills Preps 


Eastern Tele Bow 


New program is in the works for 
General Mills as part of a $250,000 
campaign the company is preparing 
for television programming. First 
of the new line shows, this one is 
being prepped by Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
Sample agency for Gold Medal 
flour, and will mark GM’s eastern 
video debut. 





| 





| Sample 


Program will be pitched to a day- | 


time audience, although present tele- 
vision operating hours will necessi- 
tate night-time airing at first. Format 
will be partially aud-participation, 
part variety, with a regular cast, 


| something on the order of a “Break- 
| fast Club” program. 


Emcee and cast 
auditions are currently under way 


in NBC’s studios, which means that | 


the show will probably preem over 
WNBT. 

First GM tele program was preem- 
ed in Chicago, where the company 
is currently sponsoring the Chicago 
Blackhawks National League Hock- 
ey Games over WBKB-ABC. Mills 
follows General Foods and Standard 
into video programming, 
making food accounts among the 
best represented on the medium. 





New Tele Sets, Usable 


In Lighted Rooms, Outpull 
Old Sets on Minor Shows 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 


Recent survey by ABC and an 


eastern video outlet proves that new 


postwar television receivers can 
snag larger audiences than prewar 


sets, which require darkening of 
room. 

Survey was based on three .tele- 
casts: Army-Notre Dame 


| of viewers because of interest in it; 


| pro 


another was pulled last week when, 
less | 


football game the _ following 
Sunday, and the second 
hockey game on Sunday evening. 

Surprising results showed that the 
minor hockey telecast pulled 100 lis- 
teners to every 28 who viewed the 
major sport programs. Paul 
ery. ABC director of television, says 
this is due to the great percentage 
of old sets in the area which 
quire shuttering rooms in order to 
operate them. Prospective audiences 
don't seem to go for daytime shows 
because of this. 

Situation brings about ABC's sys- 
tem of filming daytime events for 
| telecasting during dark hours, there- 
by gaining larger audiences. 
the same as transcribing radio shows 


and holding them for good air time. | 





Louisville—Town’s fifth radio sta- 
tion is in process of construction, 
with studios io be in ground floor 
location on one of the main thor- 
cughfares. Authority was granted 


| by FCC to Radio Kentucky, Inc., for 


At 8 p. m. cameras were trained | 


| the air in 60 days. 
to air hockey game, which went be- | 
some | 


900 kilocycles 
power. 


with one kilowatt 
Station is expected to be on 
F. Eugene Sand- 


7 - —— 


game, | 
which was looked to for huge amount | 


string | 


Mow- | 


re- | 


much | 





CBC Okays Tele Study for Toronto, 
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JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL QUIZ 
With Ed Stasheff, emcee 


Producer - Director: Mrs. Frances 
Buss 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WCBS-TV, N. Y. 
Aired under the auspices of the 


New York City Board of Education, 
this program is a modest beginning 
towards the utilization of the video 
medium for and within the school 
system. Given the limitations of a 
quiz show with 12-year-old junior 
high school students as participants, 
the program shapes up as a good 
effort, in a small way, to explore the 
visual demands placed on television 
shows. Juves will find considerable 
interest in the presentation of the 
questions while adults, aside from 
some mild 





intellectua™ stimulation, | 


will derive plenty of laughs from ob- | 


serving the of facial 
sions on the 
quizmaster. Camera handlers on the 
preem show (21) were particularly 
sensitive to the humorous possibili- 
ties to be found there. 

Show is pari of a citywide inter- 


range expres- 


scholastic competition to seed out 
the championship quiz team. Ex- 
cept for a few comments by the 


emcee, everything is handled by the 
kids themselves. Format has two 
teams of 10 pupils apiece facing 
each other with questions alternately 
posed from side to side by the team 
captains. Questions, all of 
were prepared by the students 
themselves, were latched on _ to 
some visual gimmick 
blackboards, posters 
questions, most of 
baffled this reviewer, 
construction of a 
figure containing four 
triangles out of a tinker-toy set or 
matching the portraits of famous 
composers with type of music each 
was noted for 

Viewers were kept abreast of the 
quiz throughout by neat production 
handling of the kids who were not 
permitted to block the cameras. Aid- 


etc. 
which 
included the 


dispiays, 


ing the proceedings was the fact 
that the kids were not overwhelmed 
by the idea of videocasting and 
acted with delightful naturalness 


Herm. 
a - 
BRIEF PAUSE FOR MURDER 
With David Manners, Mary Patton, 

Kermit Murdock, Warren Bryan, 

Robert Bolger. Gordon Mintner 
Writer: Gordon Mintner 
Producer-Director: Phillip Booth 
30 Mins.; Thurs. (21), 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS-TYV, N. Y. 

At the present stage of the art. 
video finds it safer, easier and 
cheaper to eschew’ experimental 
program ideas and prefers to stick 
to the prove: formulas of success. 
Whodunits are a natural for surefire 
audience response (as indicated by 
radio’s Hooperatings) and it doesn’t 
take a swami to foresee a rash of 
them breaking out on the videolanes. 
Especially when scripters master the 
basic techniques of the medium as 
Gordon Mintner did in this adapta- 
tion of a “Whistler” story. A one- 
time shot, “Brief Pause For Murder” 
is a classroom model in video writ- 
ing, illustrating the essential dicta— 
keep the design simple, the weave 
tight and, above all, don’t get off the 
dime. 

CBS’ production finesse and a com- 
petent cast took over from that point 
and whipped over a first rate half- 
hour dramatic session, even if it 
didn’t embody any new ideas. Story 
was laid out in two settings, a broad- 
cast studio and a livin’ roo: , both 
of which were of simple but effec- 
tive construction. Lighting and cam- 
era work sharply defined the arena 
of action while good direction ac- 
cented the morbid overtones of jeal- 
ously climaxed in murder. 

David Manners, in the central role. 
convincingly played a radio an- 
nouncer obsessed with a plot to 
strangle his two-timing 
perfect crime. Other cast 
were also effective. 


members 
Herm, 





Tele Followup 











As the 


As_ football season wanes 
| criticism 


can be focused more 
| sharply on the comparative handling 
| of football games by the various 
N. Y. telestations. Previously ac- 
ceptable was the excuse for bad tele- 
casting that none of them had any 
| previous experience with the sport, 
but after almost a dozen games 
apiece, a fairly high level should 
| have been reached and maintained 
| by all of them. 

Unfortunately the front runner at 
| the season’s beginning has definitely 


ford is president of the company. | been offering second-class coverage. 


Associated with him will be S. C. 


fancy finger-crossing, they made it, | “Steve” Cisler, former general man- 
with no time for dinner in between. | 


ager of WGRC. 


NBC seems to have reached its peak 
| in football coverage sometime pre- 


| vious to the Army-Notre Dame game 


(Continued on page 42) 


kids as they face the | 


which | 


such as | 


three-dimensional | 
equilaterial | 





Montreal Stations; Teeoft Seen Remote 


Montreal, Nov. 26. 
Television in Canada took its first 


official step with the announcement 


Thursday (20) by A. D. Dunton, 
chairman of the Canadian Broad. 
casting Corp., that CBC's Board of 
Governors had okayed a study of 
the possibilities of setting up video 
transmitting stations in Mont: >a] 
and Toronto, 


Question of video in Canada has 
for 
radio circles but this is actually the 
first step that will be taken to get 
it going. Last CBC approach to 
video, unofficial as it was, was made 
last March by Dr. Augustin Frigon, 
general manager. At that time he 
said that CBC doing nothing 
abcut video but was merely keeping 
informed because things in that end 


of the 


been discussed some time in 


was 


radio 


business were still in 
a state of flux 
Where CBC is going to get the 


coin to conduct the study which will 
involve quite a bit of expensive ex- 
perimentation is unknown at the 
moment but it’s likely that a lot 
of questions are going to be asked 
in view of the fact that a $78,000 
deficit was reported by Frigon to 
the House of Commons last spring 

Dunton admitted to Variety 
Wednesday (20) that no special 
funds had been allocated for the 
purpose and that it would probably 
necessitate special action by Pattlia- 
ment to get the necessary dough 

Dunton’s Statement 

Dunton’s statement on the decision 
for a video study follows: 

“The Board of Governors of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has 
decided that studies should be made 
of the possibilities of establishing 
publicly-owned television facilities 
in Montreal and Toronto. Included 
in the study would be the possibili- 
ties of participation in the operations 
at such centres by interested 
in the development of television in 
Canada.” 

Whether the 
above’ include 


video is 


other 


mentioned 
indies interested in 
unknown, but it’s doubtful 
if the indies are looking forward to 
ticing in with CBC in the new field 
after the recent dispute over the 
taking over of three indie radio 
wave-bands, which hasn't yet cooled 
off. It was learned that there have 
been no recent applications from 
indies for video licenses. Some 
indies applied to CBC in prewar 
years when video was considered in 
its infaney. Applications were never 


“others” 


acted upon and have now “died a 
i natural death.” 
Failure by the indie stations to 


take the first step in Canada in tele- 
vision will mean that CBC will again 
have the controlling hand as it has 
now in FM, AM and facimile broad- 
casting, according to those in the 
know. 

One radio official has stated that 
the reason Canada has not tried 
to keep up to U. S. and British video 
development is the high cost of 
equipment and experience. It was 
felt, he said, that Canada could wait 
the results of experiments by Britain 
and U. S. before launching on costly 
work that would only duplicate that 
being done by British and American 
technicians. It was revealed that the 
results of the U. S. and U. K. ex- 
periments were available to CBC. 

Dunton’s video statement seemed 
to show that its study and develop- 
ment would be similar to that used 
for Frequency Modulation. In 1944, 
CBC began its study of FM and early 
this year FM broadcasting was 


started in Montreal and Toronto. 


| CBC also plans to set up FM’ers in 


wife in a] 





Winnipeg and Vancouver and grant- 
ing of FM licenses to indie appli- 
cants is being considered 

Doubt was expressed in 
radio circles that CBC had any ine 
tention gf immediate video broad- 
casting Reasons given for this 
opinion are: : 

1. There are almost no receiving 
sets in Canada and none are being 
made or immediately planned. U. S. 
firms are doing no exporting. 

2. Last annual CBC report stated 
that CBC's video policy was one of 
watching and waiting and reluctance 
to be stampeded into television while 
serious differences of opinion still 
existed among major figures of the 
industry about the type of equip- 
ment best suited for the future. 


some 


Fort Worth—Howard Carraway, 
former freelance announcer, writer 
and producer in New York, has re- 
turned here as partner in Wilson- 
Carraway Advertising Agency. 
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A: 








> 


casters. 


Q: 


It isn’t necessary. 


your questions. 


What is the big stumbling-block? 


We are apart on many issues, but one of the 


major disagreements centers about what we call 
the Unfair Stations Clause. 


What is "a station that is unfair to AFRA?" 


It is a station where AFRA has established— 
by means of an NLRB election, if necessary— 
that it represents a majority of the artists, and 
where the station management has refused to 
bargain collectively in good faith. When the 
period of bargaining has been unduly prolonged 
and management REFUSES TO SUBMIT THE 
DISPUTE TO ARBITRATION, it is not bargain- 


ing in good faith and is therefore “unfair.” 


What is the Unfair Stations Clause? 


It is a clause we are convinced must be included 
in the new Code. In essence it will permit 
AFRA members to refuse to take part in any 
performance that is broadcast over a station 


that is unfair to AFRA. 


Why is this provision so important to AFRA? 


There are many reasons why it is extremely im- 
portant, even vital. Most important of these 
are: (I) In instances where our members 
are unable to get anywhere in negotiations 
with the management of an unfair station and 
are forced to take action, we, by performing 
on network broadcasts carried by this station, 
would, in effect, be acting as strike-breakers. 
(2) Without the clause any unfair station which 
is a network affiliate has a tremendous advan- 
tage over an independent station. The inde- 
pendent, like any other business enterprise in 
the United States, must bargain collectively; 
the network affiliate can ride the network 
throughout the day and -comfortably ignore 
our unprotected members. 


~~ 


Is there any basis to the network statement 








STRAIGHT! 


There is a great deal of confusion and misunderstanding concerning one particular issue in the 
dispute between the AMERICAN FEDERATION OF RADIO ARTISTS and the network broad- 
If vou will forget for a moment the labels attached to it. in many 


instances by people who haven't taken the time to understand it themselves, we'll try to answer 


that they "would be organizing for AFRA" if 
the clause should be included in the CODE? 


We have already pointed out that the matter 
would come up only after we gave evidence 
that AFRA represents a majority of the artists. 
Obviously, this means AFTER the organizing 
has been done. 


Would the networks be required to violate con- 
tracts now in force with their affiliates? 


During the negotiations AFRA asked the net- 
works repeatedly to produce those affiliate 
contracts which they felt might be affected. 
This request was made so that provisions could 
be worked out to respect those contracts. The 
networks have thus far failed to produce any 
such contracts. 


If it is that simple, why the big battle? 


It could be that the affiliates are putting an 
awful lot of pressure on the networks. And 
this would be a good time to point out an in- 
consistency on the part of the networks. While 
through the years the networks have sat down 
and in good faith negotiated agreements with 
us, here they are fighting to reserve the right 
to use our members to protect the unfair, anti- 
union owners of affiliate stations who refuse to 
do the same thing the networks have so often 
done in the past. 


Tell us, is the Unfair Stations Clause the sole 
issue on which AFRA and management are un- 
able to arrive at an agreement? 


We stated up above that there are other issues 
awaiting settlement. But we are sincerely hope- 
ful that there are none that cannot be settled 
if the bargaining is conducted in an atmosphere 
conducive to agreement. A conciliatory atti- 
tude on the part of the networks insofar as the 
Unfair Stations Clause is concerned would clear 
the air of all fog and establish such an atmos- 
phere. 


NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF RADIO ARTISTS 


(AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR) 
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From the Production Centres 





IN NEW YORK. CITY... 


Gene Grant appointed to head up new Hollywood and San Francisco 
offices of Donald Cooke, Inc., station reps Max Ehrlich scripted seven 


dramatic shows in which Helen Hayes will star as Voice of the Red Cross 


for RC fund drive. Shows, all transcribed, will be directed by Home! 
Fickett Patsy Campbell into new “Aunt Jenny” sequence Do1 
McWhirt, actress in- “Road of Life’ and “True Detective Mysteries,” finis! 
ing a sketch book of caricatures of radio actors fol publication next 
summer 

Rev. John Sutherland Bonnell, pastor of Fifth Ave. Presbyterian Church 
to succeed Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick on ABC’s “National Vespers” pro- 


gram starting Sunday (1) Tommy Harmon to do a tele 
date for Standard Brands on date as yet not set D. J. Thompson, Vera 
Allen, and Harold Vermilyon added to cast of “Backstage Wife”... Ethel 
Browning new to “Strange Romance of Evelyn Winters”. Sidney Smith, 
Robert Pollock, and Florida Friebus added to the respective casts of “Stella 
Dallas,” “Lorenzo Jones” and “Just Plain Bill.” 

Joe Bigelow (ex-VaRIETY), supervisor of comedy writing for J 
Thompson in New York, now a veepee of the agency. 

Tom Lewis, head of radio for Y&R, due in New York from the Coast 
on Dec. 2 Bob Heller, CBS producer, has already signed up to do series 
of lectures on “Radio and Social Agencies” at NYU next summel 
Stephen Fry cocktailed by BBC Monday (25) on occasion of his checkout 
director Hamilton Woodle, program director for WOLF 
(MBS), Syracuse, won himself an all-expense trip to N. Y. for a week as 
first winner in an MBS “Falcon” merchandising promotion contest put on 
by American Safety Razor Co.....Lunch to honor Paul Denis joining radio 
columnist ranks with his N. Y. Post column was given by WOR publicity 


1 
show single- 


Walter 


as program 


dept. Thursday (21) at Plaza, attended by Richard Pack, Charles Oppen- 
heim, Jim O’Bryon, Will Yolen, Jo Ranson, Bob Davis Mack Davis 


packaging two productions, a quiz program “Pick Your Partner,” which 
Mutual is considering, and a 15-minute transcription series with Ray 
Block’s orchestra....Eddie Dunham, producer of “Voice of Firestone,” is 
producing the Victor Borge-Benny Goodman show during Its seven-week 
stay in N. Y. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Don Thompson completed his special mission for the Navy and back at 
his post as NBC night manager .Carl Brown, all business as usual, 
beaming at the Judy Canova show and hopeful that Mel Blanc may yet be 




















Christmas 
ase-Histories... 


They show the WLS constant audience 
response 


Busy as Midwest housewives are at Christmas time, they're 
never too busy to listen and respond to their favorite radio 
station. Last Christmas season, for example, WLS-'’Fea- 
ture Foods" offered a folder of holiday hints. 50,299 busy 
women took time to write for it. The WLS Family Album, 
at 50 cents each, completely sold out its 40,000 copy edi- 
tion during Christmas. 


At every season of the year, WLS listeners respond to 


WLS advertisers. 


Is your sales story reaching the responsive WLS audience? 





If your business is spring-seasonal, note that WLS sold 


63,642 ten-cent packets of seed, last April. 











PRAIRIE 
FARMER 
STATION 







$0,000 WATTS 

890 KILOCYCLES 
AMERICAN AFFILIATE 
SuURMOGE D. BUTLER 
President 


GLENN SYORE 
Meoreger 










CHICAGO 7 


Represented by Joha Biair and Company. Affiliated in Manage- 
ment with KOY, Phoenix, and the ARIZONA NETWORK. 





94F444F OFFS FSoess | 


He brought along some suggestions for the 
latter from Colgate....Tom Lewis back from his two-month stay in 
Hawaii, releasing Joe Moran for home office duty at Y&R....Larry Berns 
taking the slow recuperation route in his second heart attack and staying 

| put in the hospital....Don Sarle trained in and ambulanced home with his 

He expects to be back at his job as western head of ABC 

| after the holidays Gordon Howard, ad chief of Elgin, around for the 

| big two-hour Thanksgiving show. ..Alan Young show is offering $300 to 
| freelance writers for story lines....Jack Benny, “the man they can’t pass 
in the Hooperatings,” will be “The Man They Couldn’t Kill” on Lux Dec. 9. 
NBC's Ken Dyke around for the usual round of 
Strotz and his cabinet Philco is currently spinning Crosby records on 366 
tat reach 400 by the time ‘47 


“the new show of the year.” 


| mynah bird. 


tations and the iber may rolls around 


Bob Corley “Beulah” offered sustainu time on ABC and Mutual, but 
Ken Dolan is holding out for a sale It was sporting of Carleton Morse, 
writer-producer of “One Man’s Family,” to write Dennis Day: “I think 
vour show is one of the most delightful that has happened in radio in many 
1 Gay It comes as near being the perfect show of its kind as I have ever 
heard.’ Dennis is sharing the bows with his writer, Frank Galen 

Peter Lind Hayes and Bobby Dolan optioned for another 13 on the Dinah 
Shore show Jess Oppenheimer and Everett Freeman, whose contract 


for the Fanny Brice program calls for writer credit, haven't asked for it 
even though the show got into the First 15 Texaco renewed Eddie 
Bracken for another quarter which just about kills Mike Kirk’s chances of 
selling Tony Martin to the oiler Fritz Blocki who, with Bill Anson, 
sold “Dise Jockey” for pictures, is doing a yarn on the platter spinners for 
Esquire....Tom Breneman cut a record of a new audience participator 
called “The Whole Grand Family.” Idea is to bring entire family groups 
to Hollywood for the usual round of questions about what goes around 
the household....Judith Waller, NBC's public service head in Chicago, 
here on a week of “observation.” 


IN CHICAGO .. . 

Les Atlass, CBS’ Western Division veepee, off to Cuba for vacation after 
heart attack and hospital visit Phil Lord, Actor’s Club prexy, playing 
butler role in “State of the Union” here....ABC hosting cocktail party for 
Ted Malone, in town to air his show....NBC promoting WMAQ audience 
shows with large window display on main floor of Merchandise Mart dur- 
ing month of Decembe1 Jim Taylor, former Springfield, Mass., newsman, 
joins staff of WHBF, Rock Island Col. Pascal N. Strong, who 
penned “Jack Armstrong” until he went to the Army, signed to author 
show for six weeks “Ladies Be Seated” played to audiences totaling 
over 5,000 while in Chicago. Largest single aud was at Palace theatre, 
where 2,500 persons viewed airing Chuck Acree and announcer Don 
Gordon of “Hint Hunt,” both taking to beds with flu 

Actors Club tossing party on Dec. 11, 
edition of WLS Family Album off Dec. 1 Bob 
over Sachs Amateur ABC show emcee duties, with Jack 
announcing Bernard Shaw joins sales staff of WIND 
recently tagged “Miss WGN,” cast in spot in Broadway play.... 
George Cook, WLS treasurer, due back from Arizona, after visit with WLS 
prexy, Burridge D. Butler Actor Maurice Copeland taking on duties as 
assistant head of radio dept. at Northwestern U Rita Ascot back to 
work after short illness....Bob White, ABC agricultural supervisor, off to 
Ithaca, N. Y., to air “American Farmer”....Kenneth R. Dyke, NBC veepee 
in charge of broadcast standards and practices, in town en route to Coast 

Harlan Eugene Read, former WBBM News analyst, out with new book, 
“Fighters For Freedom”....Johnny Olson made one of his listeners $600 


news 


celebrating second anni 18th 
Murphy takes 
Fuller handling 


Gloria Leach- 


presses 


man, 


Lena Horne guesting on “Democracy, 


| U. S. A..” which highlights her life story....Tommy Bartlett forgetting to 


Smile.” 














Highlights Showbiz Toppers Enlist 
La continued trom pase 7 =) For Better Health Drive 
the air in the event of an AFRA Through North Carolina 


strike he answered: “If it’s a 

| question, the answer is No. If it’s an Raleigh, Nov. 26. 

|}order, I'll give my answer when Top stars in the entertainment 

| the order is given to me specifically.” | world are contributing their time 

|No one made it more specific for | and talent to the North Carolina 
Good Health Assn.’s campaign for 


|him ... While confabs were being 

| held among net staffs, AFRA wasn't} better health for all the people of 

|sleeping. Three hundred picket cap-| this State, headquarters announced. 

| tains had been chosen fort their tasks | The volunteer cast, which reads like 

jin N. Y. alone. Official strike head-|a “Who's Who” of radio, screen ‘and 
theatre includes the following: 


| quarters would have been AFRA’s 
Lionel Barrymore, Frank Sinatra, 


| offices, 2 West 45th Street, N. Y., but 
Abbott and Costello, Edgar Bergen 


|a certain hotel in the fifties would 
| have been the h.q. for the high com- | and Charlie McCarthy, Fannie Brice, 








oo, 











mand of the strike. Alan Meltzer|“One Man’s Family” and “Henry 
| was engaged by AFRA for the job of | Aldrich” casts, Jimmy Durante, Bob 
|clearing public statements. Phil| Burns, Hal Peary (Gildersleeve), 
Miles assisted him. Jack Carson, Freddy Martin and or- 
chestra, Ray Noble and orchestra, 

Burns and Allen, Judy Canova, 


Hoagy Carmichael, Dinah Shore, 
Jean Hersholt, Dennis Day, Fibber 
McGee and Molly and Ginny Simms. 
Transcriptions made by these stars 
especially for the Good Health 
movement have been released to all 
radio stations in the state for use on 
the air and for playing before com- 
munity meetings. They will be 
joined by many other leaders in the 
field as the campaign progresses. 
Cooperation of the stars and their 


| Tele Follow-Up 
i———} Continued from page 40 


and has been retrogressing since 
then. The WNBT camera work has 
| never been on a par with that of 
| CBS, where a couple of ex-football- 
|}ers have been manipulating the 
cameras. Even so, no one can com- 
plain when a cameraman is fooled 
| by tricky T-formation operations 
that. have players baffled. But 
there's no excuse for continued 

















top flight script writers was secure 
mechanical errors such as double | b : Kay Kyse . and — wig oo ured 
exposures and failure to focus| 2» ™4Y yser and other North Car- 


properly. | olina entertainers in Hollywood and 


— r , 
In calling the games, NBC’s Bob | New York, 
Stanton at first had an edge over | SL 


other playcallers but, call it 
carelessness 


} 
, complacency, or what J B h : A 
you will, the situation has chonaed. | oe rec ner uits V 
Stanton reached the nadir in his re- ° 
To Run Own Md. Station 


cent efforts during the Georgetown- 
Washington, Nov. 26. 


any 


NYU game Saturday (23) making it 
just about as dull as a video an- 


Timesman Arthur Daley has far out- 
classed any of his specialist-com- 
patriots, but is confined pretty much 

;to the pro games. Stanton’s re- 
peated mistakes in calling players 
and plays are too easily seen by the | 
viewer. Better spotting might make | 
the difference. 


dio for Veterans Administration, 
resigned that post over the week- 
end to devote full time to his new 
radio station, WGAY, Silver Spring. 
Brechner will become station man- 
ager of the new AM’er here, slated 
to go on the air next month. 


He will be succeeded in the top 
VA radio spot by Charles E. Dillon, 
Dallas. — Interstate. Theatres Cir- | assistant radio director at VA for 
cuit have expanded its program the past year. 

_ schedule to 10 programs weekly over 
the Texas Quality Network, originat- | dio writer 

|ing from WFAA here and tas teans wre 3 ~ neg f~-sAhy—ey 
Star Chain, originating 


through | ing AAF,” “The Army Hour” and 





KGKO, Fort Worth. 





} other wartime shows. 


nouncer can. Of the three sport- 2 — on 
casters on the NBC outlet N.Y. Joseph Brechner, Director of Ra- 


Brechner is a former freelance Ta- | 


out “Assignment Home,” “The Fight- | 








conferences with Sid | 
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H'wood Hucksters 
Fraternal Beam 


Hollywood. Nov. 26 


Clubby is the word for Holly. 


wood's 


hucksters and bri adcasters 
it appears, as the boys and girte ., 
oer 1 girls go 
On a Kick for associati Three 
hree 

have popped up in the last nt 
the latest being a move afoot to form 


an Advertising Club i 
to supplement the vet I 
Ad Club, and 
Sales 


H Nlyw od 
OS Angeles 
hewcome! Br 
Executives Associatio) 

Hollywood Ad Club not 
signed to better attend the 
the “uptown” 
are 


AACast 


IS de. 
needs of 
men who 
concerned = with 


commission 
principally 


| radio, while the downtown club em- 


braces men in all media Situation 
makes for little interest between two 
groups. Walter Van DeKamp, of 
the California Advertising Agency, 
and Robert McAndrews, regional 
head of NBC’s promotion and adver. 
tising, Approval an 
advice has been sought from the Ad- 
vertising Association of the West. ji 
San Francisco, for whict McAn- 
drews is the local rep 

Other angles are also 
the formation of 
among them the 


are sparking 


also 
Suggesting 
a Hollywood Club, 
remoteness of the 


downtown club which additionally 
presents a parking problem, lost 
time, and the fact that many in 


Hollywood do not belong for one or 
all of the reasons mentioned 


The radio station salesmen formed 
their group last week It’s headed 
by Fred Wendle of KFOX Long 
Beach, which has offices in Los An- 

| geles proper. It’s purpose is to ele- 
vate and maintain sales practices, 
make for close IUSINeSS ind social 
association, and for the | dis- 


richer when she was able to furnish Der Bingle’s middle monicker, Lillis, | 
| when he phoned her during show 


draw the line and giving two Gs’ worth of stuff away on “Wake Up and | 











cussion of sales problems 





“HIRES TO YA'" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 


HIRES SUNDAY PARTY 
ABC, COAST-TQ-COAST 
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THE VOICES OF MARLIN BLACES @ 
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JINGLES 


that 


JANGLE 


RADIO'S MOST COMPLETE, 
EFFECTIVE JINGLE SERVICE 


YOUR Jingle Sung - oT = 
Written, Packaged, Produced: 


don't 


SATTLER’S DEP’'T STORE 





WND S.NYW3ASB-3AON19 S.WVWOV 


"LANNY & GINGER’ GREY 
545-5th AVE., N. Y. C. - AT. 9-402! | 











a ADAM HATS, ETC., ETC. 
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URGENT! 


f 
Please Bring This to the Attention © 


GARRY MCORE 


Garry: 


tory of 
if you haven't the 5 


hb,’ 
Light Bulb. 
at Box $85. 
isth St. 


heard 


“The Drunken Electric 
contact me immediately 
c/o Variety, 154 W. 
York 19. 
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COMPOSERS: 





Maurice Gordner 
Clare Grundmon 
John Klein 
Walter Mourant 


Strings: 


Paul Bernard 
Frank Brieff 
Eddy Brown 


Richard Dickler 
‘Arnold Eidus 
Samuel Gardner 
‘Joe Glassman 
Isidor Gralnick 
Maurice Hershoft 
Samuel Kates 
Samuel N. Katz 
Howard Kaye 
Paul Loesche 
Jack Margolies 
Leeper Norfleet 
David Novales 
Bernard Ocko 


Tt was great fun working with 





and 





Vaukes for E : 
oo Everything 


ARRANGERS: 

Bill Bates Ken Hopkins 

Wilbur Beittel Dave Terry 

Ernie Fiorito Fred Van Eps 

Sem Grossman Poul Weirick 

ORCHESTRA 
Kal Kirby, Contractor 
Mox Pilzer Chas. Margulis C. (Buddy) Rice 
Teddy Podnos Walter Mercurio George Tudor 
Tosha Sameroff Timothy Murphy Ezelle Watson 
Abe Schneider Nat Natoli Stanley Webb 
Allan Shulmon Jack Owens 
Sylvan Shulman Wm. Pritchord Horns: 
Max Silverman Tom Reo Will; 
William Stene Andy Russo se vay 
_ a we J. Rescigno 
elvin Solomon , 

Brass: Manny Weinstock Gustave Roberti 
Phil Copicotto Syd Winnick Bitten, 
Rober? Cusumano — _ a 
Russ Genner ss ermon Alper 
Andy Ferretti Weodwinss: George Andre 
Vincent Grande Al Howard Johnny Blowers 
Cliff Heather Bernard Kaufman Irving Brodsky 
‘John Lousen Reggie Merrill Bobby Haggort 
Ivor Lloyd Peter Pumiglio Benny Mortell 


YOUR HIT PARADE 


CARNEGIE HALL CONCERT 
N.Y. PHILHARMONIC CONCERT 
BLUE VELVET MUSIC 
THE MARCH OF TIME 


you, aud well always remember-- 


I 


SOUND OFF 
(U. S. ARMY SHOW) 


U.S. TREASURY TRANSCRIPTIONS 
CAPITOL THEATRE STAGE 
HELEN HAYES THEATRE OF THE AIR 
WESTINGHOUSE With JOHN CHARLES THOMAS 


WE THE PEOPLE 


M-G-M RECORDS 











—and me too, Bob Briody 












COPYISTS: 





John Caper 
Irving Fiedler 
Al Lisi 

Joseph Tommos! 


‘Williom Poulson 


Fred Ploff 
Johnny Willioms 


Accordion: 





Joe Biviano 
Chas. Magnonte 


Harp: 

Ruth Berman 

Pearl Chertock 
John Giampietro 
Ruth Hill 

Lucille Lawrence 
Verlye Mills 

Leone Pettigrew 
Florence Wightmon 
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WOKO ‘Stock Hiding’ Issue Goes 
To Supreme Court on FCC Appeal 


Washington, Nov. 26. 


The Supreme Court was asked Fri- 


day (22) to decide whether a radio 
itio should be refused a license 
SO because its principal ‘mis 
rep ented and concealed” from 
I FCC ownership of a 24 stock 
interest over a 12-year period 

FCC vas appealing to the High 

1 District Court decision ol 
las ) which reversed a ¢ 
mission order revoking the license 
of radio station WOKO, Albany 
N. Y., on this account. 

Few bets are being taken on out- 
come of the decision, although 
historically the Supreme Court has 
upheld FC requiring “full dis- 


C in 


closure.” high character and cando! 
from station licensees. Level of argu- 
men ] I ually high, with FCC 
ASS " ral counsel Harry 
Plat I th Govern 
I ina Wil D ( of 
Dempsey & I 
WOKO 

Dempsey admitted that WOKO 
I ees Harold Smith and Ray- 
mond Curtis had wilfully concealed 
the ownership of one Sam Pickard 
in 29 separate applications filed with 
FCC. He told the court, however, 
that the 24° interest was nevel 
voted. nor was it to have been used 
to swing control of the station. All 
Pickard did. according to Dempsey, 
was collect dividends on the stock, 
which was listed since 1934 in the 
name of a brother-in-law. 

“Since, End-to-End” 

Dempsey cited a long list of sta- 
tions which, he said were guilty 














THREE-TO-ONE over the next highest 
station is WKY’s advantage in station 
rating both day and night according 
to a Listener Diary Study conducted by 
Industrial Surveys Company in 30 
Oklahoma counties. 

For the 332 daytime quarter-hours 
during the survey week, WKY’'s rating 
of 10.6% was 241% greater than the 
next highest station. WKY’s rating of 
14.9% for the week's 168 evening 
quarter-hours was 231% greater than 

‘ that of the second station. For the 
week as a whole, 500 quarter-hours. 
WEY ’s average rating of 12.0% ranked 
first by more than 4 to 1. 

This, of course, is the reason for 
WRY’'s superior selling power in Okla- 
homa, clearly evident in the sales 
figures of WKY-advertised products. 
By any measure, WRY is decisively 
dominant in Oklahoma. 


OKLAHOMA 


CITY 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. 
REPRESENTED BY THE KATZ AGENCY 





Pearson Bid In 


Ta Jan. 13 the hearing on the license 


Real Soap Operatics 
Cincinnati, Nov. 26. 
A report aired by WCPO 
newscaster Paul Dixon before it 
hit print in the station’s affiliated 
Ciney Post 


enabled a neighbor- 





hood grocer to sell 650 cases of 
inn hel 1 . hard-ta-get soap and soap pow- 
yreater sins, Who a yeen given ‘ : 
> oe ier ogy ae ier and flakes within less than 
a clean bill of health by FCC. He for 
» OUT nou ‘ 
sted hat all the licensees 
F ' Large qua \ ) ap wa 
A repre ntat ms to > 
ded at ) »y and 
FC! 1 to ena thet e 
! joove! oO ne 
| i rad 1a10 
‘ cned < tola Nn ) i I t 
l An tOudD | il ae s 
a nN { rot ine story ina 
( had led FCC to lhe Post > . 
“ Dixon grabbed it from a galley 
? } owers i inst . : 
) \ | olders who | proof fo his , p.n newscast. 
L\ noney tro 4 radio Then followed a traftic Jam near 
Y ) but do not run the store Next mention of the 
, } i r) t " 
So { as he knew, the WOKO story by Dixon wa ut & p.m 
» ] and > ; < , ‘o he S( 
) yrrnev declare the FCC has never | and advised that grocet had Id 
att 5 » 7 ses 
» to this time refused a license | all but 50 of the 700 case of 
i e of a “misrepresentation -in soap Followed anothet traific 
ind « itself. tieup and sellout of the soap 
’ by 7 p.m. 
In argument. Plotkin hammered a 
away it FCC's need to rely on o- 
licensees for accurate information | 
irging that WOKO’s “incessant * . 
lying” in this case must be construed | a 10 evelws 
S an index to Cl icter unbecoming ' : 
, , ——_—~g Continued from page 38 Ql 
" ‘ 
It Na spec ited tnat Justice point al perhap subject to re- 
. } » I 4 » ’ O I I 
Douglas, Jackson and others with | SPponst DY politicia n the 
1 trat wenev experience | C4™Mps except that this time seg- 
aamuinistrat > agenc > » : , ; : 
riporieg shcleagg stitnite nf a ment has the aura of a religious 
may have peen particuilal y im- | broadcast But whatevel the poli- 
pre with the Government's need tics. it was commentary worth air- 
here to invoke punitive poweTs | jing Cars. 
ng 
against WOKO as a “regulatory tech- 
nique.” | coins . —e , 
- oe te — _ | YOUR BOX AT THE OPERA 
Plotkin told the court there was) with Robert Smith, Bob Tyrol 
no questior hat FCC had the au-} 30 Mins., Sunday, 1:30 p.m, 
thority to revoke licenses for afry Sustaining 
misrepresentation affecting its| WTIC-Hartford 
icensing powers. He said that, while This longhair platter show Is 
, J « . ‘ } } ¢ . 
the court should exercise its review- | wide ly popular. Half hous cet —* 
. : ay > » generalship oO 
ing powers. it had the right to re-| Sunday ynder the gen i 
verse th FCC only if it felt its | Robert Smith consists of both com- 
par | - ee ll} ~ |mentary and ethering of top operatic 
actin spe “che ra ‘ ‘ “eQ- 7 HC 
a hocked all human rea tunes of this country and elsewhere; 
i of this century and yesteryear. 
Strength of the Government argu- | Smith, with finesse and. strong 
ment lay in detailed reference to} background, more than adequately | 
its powers under the radio statute,| handles his chore He is well 


and the obligation FCC has to see} 


| that licensees live up to legislative | with a strong t 


standards 


On WBAL Hearing 


“eee , | 
FCC last Friday (22) pushed back 


| renewal 


of William Randolph 
| Hearst’s prize 50-kolowatter, WBAL, 
| Baltimore. it 
would hear at the same time the 
competing bid filed newsmen 
| Drew Pearson and Col. Robert S. 
| Allen to take over WBAL’s channel. 
| Although the Merry-Go-Rounders’ 
|chances to filch the channel from 
| Hearst appear to have dimmed since 
ithe GOP election landslide, it was 
| considered likely that FCC would 

move slowly before handing down 
|}any decision pro or con on the 

Hearst renewal. (It known that 
;at least one FCC member favors an 

immediate grant of the Hearst li- 

cense hearing). Both parties, 
| meanwhile, are girding for a battle, 
| with FCC’s Blue Book likely to get 
its first court test in the event FCC 
does the unexpected and hands over 
i the 


Commission said 


by 





iS 


Sans 


clear-channel assignment to 
Pearson and Allen. 
In any event, the first round, if 


not the last, has been won by the 


newsmen. Their original bid for 
the Hearst channel asked FCC to 
consider both applications at the 
same hearing. This request was 


vigorously opposed by Dempsey & 
Koplovitz, attorneys for WBAL, who 
| wanted hearing first on the Hearst 
renewal alone. 


Seattle Stations Unite 
On Ship Strike Program 


Seattle, Nov. 26. 

Seattle radio stations proved they 
| could cooperate on a matter of vital 
| interest last Thursday (21) when all 
| eight stations broadcast a half-hour 
| program on the shipping tie-up here 
|as it effects Alaska, Seattle’s best 
| customer. First half of the program | 
was transcribed by KFAR, Fair- 
banks, Alaska, and rushed to Seattle 
| by air; second half was a roundup |} 
of opinions of Seattle leaders, in- | 
cluding the Mayor. | 

The Fairbanks portion, produced | 


by Al Bramstead, manager of KFAR, | 





punches in their comments on the 


| tie-up and in revealing their plans 
|for getting 


supplies from the mid- 
west or from Canada, 


versed in this department and speaks 
one of authenticity. 
Program recently celebrated a year 
over this 50,000 watter during which 
time voices of some _ 177 singers, 
both new and old, known and 
known were presented. Operatic 
arias are not in the over heavy de- 
partment and result have wide 


as 


appeal. Smith is reputed to have one | 


of the largest, if not largest, collec- 
tions of longhair music in the coun- 


try. Majority of his presentations | ard broadcast stations last Friday 
are chosen for the artistry of voice | (22) with grants to the United | 
of Soloists ethered. Z , | Broadcasting Co.. Inc. of Silver 
Station mikeman Bob Tyrol ade-| cp pings) Md., and to the Arlington- 
quately opens and closes show. pre : ; 
Eck. | Fairfax Broadcasting Co., of Arling- 
} ton, Va. 
FHFHHEFESEPSFOS SOE OESO? | | 
3 ” e 3] Richard Eaton, radio commentator 
: Followup omment $jon WOL-Mutual and publisher of the 


SEF FESSSSOSCESSOSOSOHD FT VOOS 
It’s probable that NBC took all the 


necessary pre-broadcast precautions 
to see that nothing involving adver- 
tiser sensitivities crept in, but the 
much ballyhooed “Hucksters” rou- 
tine with Clark Gable guesting on 
the Burns & Allen show last Thurs- 
day (21), after a six-week audience 
buildup. was as innocuous as it was 
pedestrian. 

As a springboard for the B&A 
comedy payoff, it added up to one of 


their lesser laugh contribs of the 
season. Gable himself, in his first 
air shot in more than two years, 
didn’t exactly electrify the kilocy- 


cles. NBC wasn’t kidding about ped- 
dling Charlie Wakeman’s huckster 
material on the air. The B&A-Gable 
combo might as well have been kick- 
ing around “Tom Sawyer.” 


“Books On Trial” had Maurice 
Zolotow’s “The Great Balsamo” on 
dock Monday (25) over WHN with 
Richard Himber, for the defense, 
and Russel Swann, the magician, 
taking the exceptions. The jumble 
of heated and mostly unintelligible 
verbiage was allegedly pro and con 
discussion of the novel’s merits, but 
actually it was strictly conning dial- 
ers into thinking this was literary 
criticism, or, even, radio program- 
ming. No less than four people yell- 
ing into the mike for minutes at a 
time makes for lots of decibels and 
that’s all. 


Himber made 


one or two sound 
observations while Sterling North, 
the moderator who forgot to mod- 
erate, became good as soon as he 


lost his ‘script which contained one 


not ghosts really exist. 


Everybody 
overlooked the obvious 


pun that no 








matter how you slice 
“Balsamo.” 


St. Louis. — Robert L. Coe, chief 


engineer at KSD, has been awarded Avith a Unite 
the Legion of Merit for “outstand- | geography, the 
presented the opinions and thoughts | ing leadership and executive ability” | show called 
| of six Alaskans, and they pulled no 


as Operations officer and deputy 
chief of staff of the First Troop Car- 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








| 
| 


hewsman 


| Mutual, 
| WNAX, Yankton, 


un- | 


of the most phantasmagoric meta- 

phors ever to confuse an unwary 

dialer. 

sion that ‘after writing this book | Current s 
|about a super-charlatan magician, 

|} he’s become uncertain whether or 


Cincinnati Marshall Pope, a 
familiar figure in Cincinnati radio, 
has returned after a lengthy absence, 


| to join the WCKY staff of announ- 


cers. He resigned 


KWK 


recently 
(Mutual) 


a 
St 


as 
in 


tot 
Louis 


Des 


program 


Moines.—-Ge Milner 
managet KBIZ, 
wa, has joined the announcing 
of KRNT, Des Moine Milne 
been radio eight has 
production CBS 


Was 


ne 


for 


forme 
Ottum- 
staff 
has 
ione 
and 


in years 
NBC, 
time 


D 


work 


at 


Lol 
and one 


S. 


with 


Hartford WTHT has 
Girand to production managet 
man replaces Jack Lloyd 


Joe 


upped 


Pittsburgh 
mel 


Lang 
orch leadet 


for- 
who’s been in band- 


Thompson, 


booking lepartment of Frederick 
Brothers’ Chi office, has been put in 
charge of production of all musical 
shows emanating from WCAE In 


addition, Thompson will m.c. revised 


Wilken’s Amateur Hour, which re- 

turned to the air on Nov. 24, from 4 

| to 5 every Sunday afternoon, after 
layoff 


a four-year 


Albany Saratoga Broadcasting 


| and maintain a radio bradcasting 
| station in Saratoga Springs, with | 
George F. Bissell, owner of WMFF, 


| Plattsburg, and WENT, Gloversville, 
|as a director. 


| 1,000 watts. 


Nashville,—JFG Coffee Co. is 
ponsorwig a new morning show 
on WSM here, titled “RFD Dixie.” 


CAPITAL AREA GETS — 
2 MORE AM OUTLETS 


Washington, Nov. 26. 
FCC the Washington metro- 


politan area its 12th and 13th stand- 


ls 


gave 


| Falls Church (Va.) “Echo,” 
the Silver Spring firm. 
the Arlington (Va.) company is 
George H. Werner, a Warner 
Brothers exec and head of the Cir- 
cuit Management Corp. for the past 
15 years. Werner is associated with 
several other local pix and radio 
people. ‘Sam F. Roth, a film man 
from Virginia, is treasurer of the 
company, and Wallace’ Robinson, 
former radio producer on several 
D.C, stations, is a director. 

Five other AM applications are 
pending in the D.C. area, only three 
of which can be granted. Capital 
area had only six stations pre-war. 


heads 
President of 





Peak Listening Time On 
WMCA To Public Service 


With the preem next Monday (2) 
of the Andre Baruch-Bea Wain “Mr. 


and Mrs. Music” daily show, WMCA, 
N. Y., is rescheduling a good deal of 
its program setup in order to effect 
better overall balance. 

One effect-of the reprogramming 
will be to set the entire nighttime 
peak listening time, between 8 and 
10 p.m., into a special category de- 
voted to public service shows only. 
Latter may or not be sponsored, but 
will have to be of public service 
nature. Example of such a show, ac- 
cording to WMCA execs, is Samuel 
R. Zack’s “Labor Arbitration” full- 
hour show which has been sponsored 





Payoff was Zolotow’s admis- | off and on by various bankrollers. 


ponsor, incidentally, Charm 
Slide Fastener, bows out of the 
| financing end next week (5). 


Don Goddard, who has been broad- 


it, it’s still | casting a daily news and commentary 


| at 12:30 p.m., will be switched to the 
10:30-10:45 p.m. slot. 

The night strip will be taken up 
d Nalions show, one on 
Station’s psychology 
“Adventures Into the 
Mind,” a show for veterans, two new 
educationals 


| 


Mike- | 


Corp., has been chartered to operate | 


Company will seek a | 
|license to operate in 900 kilocycles, | 


Contract, for 13 weeks, was placed 


by Chas. Kane agency of Knoxville 


Stanza, airing for 15 minutes 4} 
8:15 a.m., Monday-Friday, feature 

J» i 3 
Jack Baker, who had been h 
Don MecNeil’s “Breakfast Club’ 
‘ight yea David Cobb emcees tha 
show, and Qwen Bradley nanip 
lates the organ. 

Ailanta WMAZ of Maco: ind 
Katz Agency were hosts to all So th. 
eastern advertising agency and Ma- 
con department store heads at a din. 

| ner in Atlanta, held for the purposa 
of explaining the recent WMAZ 
| diary study made by Audience Sur- 
vey, Inc. Survey covered 25 Middle 
| Georgia counties and showed that 
listening in the area starts arlier 
at higher levels than found elce. 
where in the country 


Hartford-——Milt Berkowitz 


is heen 
upped to news editor of WONS 
Athens, Ga.—Wilton E. Cobb, gen- 
eral manager of WMAZ, Macon. has 
been selected as Georgia's radio man 
| of the year by, the Alpha Chapter of 


| Di 


Gamma Kappa, radio fraternity 
at the Univ. of Georgia ; 

Chicago—Annual Christmas Neigh- 
bors Club drive, which ha ‘tted 
$118,327 in contribs of nickels and 
dimes since its inception 11 years 
ago, returns to WLS. Money is spent 
| by station to buy equipment for 


children’s hospitals and orphanages 


Dallas—Al MacElmurray has join- 


| 
| 
| ed the news writing staff of WEAA 
| Northe here 


as a graduate of the 
Northwestern Univ. School of Radio 
|} Journalism. 

San Antonio—“Three Star Final” 
daily quarter-hour program of news 
and sports is being aired over KABC 
under sponsorship of Winn’s, a 10e 


to $1 group of stores throughout the 
city, 





THE UTAH MARKET 








| IN THE CENTER OF 





KDYL 


SALT LAKE C/7¥ 
TANS NBO 81 




















é on economic and on 
rier Command. Coe, who was a public health, and the already- | 
Lieut.-Col. also saw service in the | announced show on atomic 


China-Burma-India theatre, 


energy, 
i titled “One World or None.” 
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BOXOFFICE MAGAZINE 
PICKS THE ALL AMERICAN WESTERN FAVORITES 











BOB NOLAN ax re SONS OF THE PIONEERS 


AMONG THE TOP TEN WESTERN SCREEN ATTRACTIONS 


~ Thanks 
To 
The Exhibitors of America 
and the 


National Sereen 
Council 


for 
selecting 
THE 
SONS 
OF THE 
ia PIONEERS. 








MONTER-GRAY, Ine., 


Exclusive Management 
8738 SUNSET BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
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Mrs. Brophy Shifts Into 
High With ‘Radio Arizona’ 


2-Month Old Argent. Radio Musicians 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 
Strike Sours Broadcasters on Nets. Mrs. Gene Burke Brophy, owner- 
| operator of three recently granted | 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 12 cians are reported to have hit rock- | Arizona stations and the proposed 
votic conditions, resulting | bottom as far as cash is concerned, | “Radio Arizona” network, shifted 
chiefly from a two-month old strike it’s viewed as unlikely that other inte thigh aear te et tate greduction 
0 cians. continue to plague | wed will follow El Mundo's ex- 
A ¢ yroadeasters. Failure o ample signing up t trikers, | and appointed John D. Morga ss 
stations and musicians to reacl " No we boosts and benefit had | her executive assistant 
a ent has developed into a yveen granted them by other majo Morgan, who is leaving WIND 
st » dislike by major advertisers ets prior to the outbreak of the | thie week where he has been pro 
: oreigt and domestic fo. trike and its expected that demands | a aa tg 
.dvertising in general until | 0! isicians for retroactive privi- | ™otion director since his releas 
’ nn of the industry shows | /ese \ prove a major stumbling | from the Navy, was also radio direc 
shar} mprovement And _sibank- | Block to any pact tor for the Phil oraen ad agency 
rollers are holding up discussions , = Chicago before the v os He will 
eke racts for 1947. | handle promotion and publicity fot 
nas nar — a WBBM Puts Out Welcome | the stations and the new network | 
Besides the unsettled labor front cas : we : ? 
sponsors also are deeply concerned M t t C I] St d t i ‘ae to being Mrs. Brophy S| 
: asst. 
by the governments practice © at (0 LO ege udents Of the “Radio Arizona” stations, 
commandeering time segments # Chicago, Nov. 26. | KRUX, Phoenix-Glendale (1340 ke, 
will and are particularly disturbed Realization that large percentage | 959 watts), will be the first to go 
by bans on popular talent which | of future radio talent will come out | on the air, about Jan. 1, with the 
the Peron regime slaps on pertorm- | of today’s classrooms, has prompted | other two, Yuma (1400 ke, 250 watts) 
ers time to time. Such govern- | WBBM to throw open its studio and| and Flagstaff (1240 ke, 250. watts) 
mental action makes it next to In facilities to students of several mid- | transmitting shortly theteafter 
possible for a bankroller to dete vestern universilles. » Plans also include affiliate station: 
hat talent it can buy will Lyle Barnhart, WBBM producer, | jin Tucsor. Mesa. and Douglas. Head 
anv degree of freedon vho has taught classes in advanced quarters will be in  downtow! 
Possible break in the musicians’| radio acting and announcing, is/ Phoenix. 
strike is seen in the agreement | presently working with the students, | 
musicos have inked with Radio El} some of whom have already landed 
Mundo. However. before. strikers | announcing and acting spots in Chi- Bridgeport — New England School 
to work approval of the pact | cago and nearby towns ef Radio Broadcasting readying FCC 





ratified at a general meet- Object of bringing classes into! application for an FM operation in 
ing of the musicians. Terms of the | the studios is to show that radio Is a nearby Norwalk, largest city in 
pact provide that musicians accept | down-to-e arth business, and must be Connecticut still without an air 
conditions in force on the El Mundo | treated as such. voice. 
outlet prior to the strike. Points ————— - 


of difference will be arbitrated bys e . 

the Labor Secretariat at some future 

a nside Stufi—Radio 
_ 


Despite the fact that most musi- 





ss a | radio said 
the stez and 
never arrive late, cough, rattle 


| They are literally 


novotrusive 


— — microphones,” 
most popular 
a program, or 
the acts the ears of millions of music lovers who will 
the stage of the Metropolitan Opera House, but who know its 
| traditions, stars and music as well as the most musical New Yorkers.” 
Woods spoke at the annual luncheon of the Metropolitan Opera Guild 


Mark Woods, 
operagoers 1n 
sally 


ABC prez, 


history 


last 
They 


week, “are idiest 


|} never see 


at the Waldorf, N. Y., last week. The Met operas are broadcast Saturday 
afternoons over ABC In closing his remarks, Woods referred to “the 
| musical revolution which has been effected in our land and which ac- 





| complished the democratic aims of our form of government to the general 
satisfaction of all beneficiaries.” 


“Mrs. Campbell's One World,” Thursday’s (28) 
Security Workshop,” went through a series of behind-the-scene Alfonse- 
Gaston deals before it was cleared for airing. American Jewish Commit- 
tee owned the show, which was submitted to the Workshop through Milton 
Krents. When show was picked, Bob Saudek of ABC asked American 
Jewish Committee to relinquish air credit, and AJC agreed. Then Saudek 
asked Krents who gets the check, and Krents said it could be given to the 
| writer of the show, Irve Tunick. Latter, who had already been paid for 
ithe show by AJC, at first refused to take the money, then endorsed the 
check to that organization as a contribution, although he could have kept 
the coin. 


show on ABC’s “World 


The sad state of the freelance scripting market in radio was emphasized 
again this week when the Radio Writers Guild issued its national freelance 
market list. Issue is the eighth since RWG started putting out these list- 

| ings, and shows lowest number of total shows to date open to freelancers. 
‘| Only 13 commercial shows are listed, with six sustainers and three 
transcribed shows, making a total of 22. Three television shows are listed 
jin addition, with prices being $250 for one, $25 for another, and in the 
| third instance: “what's left after the rest of the expenses are met.’ 






SELL 


BREAD 


KWTO 


Springfield, Mo. 


| yet by RWG, with valuable tips in it to writers, and breakdown of shows 
by types helpful. But withal, the paucity of freelance shows paints a black 
picture for the hopeful freelance writer, 

| If and when an air strike hits the industry it will create a very ticklish 
situation for some production and administrative personnel of the net- 
works who would normally appear to be unconcerned. Fact is that many 
have graduated from the announcing-acting ranks to other positions—but 
they continue to retain cards in the American Federation of Radio Artists. 
Some probably do so for sentimental reasons, but are nonetheless mem- 
bers. Others hold them against hard times or other changes that may 
necessitate their return to the fold. Whatever the reason for continued 
| cards, those holding them will be forced to make a permanent choice if 
| asked to step into any breach or vacancy a strike would cause. 


* Taystee! 





NEW YORK OFFICE 
475 Fifth Avenue 


An Arthur B. Church Production 


Having failed to cofrect his m.c.’s flair for midday flagons, including a 
test of the AA’s, a net show producer here has devised a new, if costly, 
| system of keeping his problem boy out of the bistros and broadcastable. 





HOTEL PICKWICK, KANSAS CiTY 6, MO | That is, at least until show time. Producer makes a daily bet with the | 
lush, reportedly not chicken feed, either, for added inducement, that he | 
can't show up sans stagger and/or tell-tale breath. Scotch-English an- 


of the m.c. 
le! still, 


cestry —and, 


following the show. 


makes the coin more attractive than the grog- 
affords more libation loot immediately 


bet- 


J. Leonard Reinsch, radio adviser 
Governor Cox radio stations, 
| a book on successful radio station 
will be published by Harper Bros. next spring. 
| Reinsch, a director of Broadcast Music, Inc., is one of those urging OPA 
Administrator Paul Porter to take the job of BMI prexy. It was Porter, 
of course, who as publicity director for the Democratic National Committee 
in the 1944 campaign, drafted Reinsch as radio flack for the Dems. 
einciaadiy 
Radio Reports, Inc., has compiled a list of commentators, 
femme shows, forums, chatter stanzas, and Mr. and Mrs. 
the N. Y. area. 
obvious ones—i.e. stations, rather than places where the spielers might be 


to President Truman and manager of 
has completed the fi 
management. 


the 


The book, Reinsch’s first, 




















newscasters, 


reached more directly for trade purposes—the listing is quite complete 
and will probably be very useful. 
Freddie Robbins, of WOV's “Club 1280,” now being billed b his station 


as “nationally” known. In addition to his profile in the Dec. issue of True 








Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
ONITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST 

M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps” 

“It Happened in Brooklyn” 


| , P . . . 

mag. Robbins is going to be featured in layouts by Esquire and Madem- 
| oiselle. He's been at the station exactly a year. 

| 


“Big Jim” Folsom, Governor-elect of Alabama, is urging W. Erwin “Red” 
James to come back to Alabama as his “legal advisor.” James, a former 
aide to Commissioners Durr, Porter and Denny, is now assistant to FCC's 
general counsel. 





into the buffet between | 


| Booklet itself is most complete, from viewpoint of general info, issued as | 


rst seven chapters of | 


pitches heard in | 
While in many instances the addresses given are only the | 





























a 
{ Continued from page — _ 
psychologically by not calling out, back as last Friday (22) that a strike 
their members a few days ago. | was inevitable. The day, in fact, was 
3y 6:45 o'clock last night, both | generally referred to as “Black 
| sides had got together again for a Friday.” On that day, negotiations 
| brief session, then adjourned until | lasted until after midnight. But as 
10:30 this morning (Wednesday) | the hour became later, and talks sti}] 
>» en talks resume continued, tension eased and it as 
rhe two major issues felt that as long as there was talki g 
there have been compromises are there would be no strike 
the “unfair station-secondary boy- Over the weekend each side hud- 
cott” clause in the proposed contract, dled separately, and each side also 
and the argument as to whether called up its biggest forces AFRA 
there is to be one contract for the en- | Summoned national board members 
tire country or a series of contracts | fom Chicago and the West Coa t, 
covering separatels the regions while the networks brought uN 
around Chicago and on the West | agency reps and in some instances 
Coast. i client representatives to help them 
On the first issue, the nets gave In, | map strategy - — 
somewhat Wher the contract On Monday (25), the NBC execu- 
tive offices in New York resembled 


talks opened on Oct. 1, the networks 
said they would under no circum- 
stances discuss the that they 


might be required to cut feeds from 


idea 


stations declared “unfair” by AFRA. 
All day Monday (25) of this week, 
however, net lawyers did discuss 
that very point with AFRA legal 


They got nowhere—but did 


trying. 


reps 


not stop 


Affiliates 
around the 
terrific pressure 
them from sur- 
point The nets 


From 

Affiliate station 
| try were bringing 
on the nets to 
rendering on that 
were reported at oné time having 
suggested a oompromise whereby 
a station declared “unfair” by AFRA 
would be investigated by a joint 
net-union committee with an impar- 
tial personage as chairman. Later, 
1 net prexy denied such a compro- 
mise had been considered, while 
AFRA people also said the idea was 
unacceptable. 


The AFRA leaders 


Pressure 


coun 


keep 


gave in on the 


| regional contract issue. While at 
| first they insisted they would want 
| only one contract, they amended 
poms stand. The union people said 
| they wouldn’t mind negotiating 
| three separate contracts — one for 
|commercial shows nationally, one 
for Chicago and one for the Coast. 
| But they said they wanted the} 
| negotiations for all three contracts 


to proceed simultaneously, and the 
net people agreed, summoning 
agency people from Chicago and the 
Coast to join the talks in New York. 

There were still other important 
issues keeping the two sides sepa- 
rated, One was the net demand 
that a scale be set for five-minute 
and 10-minute shows, instead of the 
present basic minimum of 15- 
minute shows. AFRA wouldn't buy 
that one. Nor would AFRA be 
satisfied with the webs’ offer of a 
1742°% pay increase. AFRA had 
originally asked for 35°, and had 
come down to 26%. 
At least 30 of the 37 points in the 
| proposed AFRA contract to :eplace 
the pact expired Oct. 31 were still 
on the agenda for final settlement. 

All day yesterday (Tuesday). as 
| for the entire week preceding, it was 
touch-and-go, with no one daring to 
go out on a limb and predict either 
way as to whether or not AFRA 
would strike against the four net- 
works. 

It was evident as the negotiations 





} 





dragged on since last week. that 
both sides were adamant but that 
neither was anxious to call off talk- 


| ing and taking to action instead. 


AFRA was ready to battle, there 
was no doubt of that. So were the 
nets. Both sides had their people 


alerted for the fight. 

AFRA had not only picked picket 
| captains for its principal centers, 
| especially New York, Chicago. 
| Angeles and San Francisco. 
captain—there were 300 of them in 
New York alone—had actually been 
assigned to a place, and time sched- 





Los 


Fach 


| ules were drawn up. Picket signs 
|} were ready at AFRA headquarters 
| in each of the cities. Special strategy 
| committees had been chosen to 
| direct the strike activities. Publicits 


Stunts and public 
worked out by 
instances, 


relations 
the unions. In manv 
names of big stars on the 





their own networks at the very time 
they would ordinarily have gone on 
the air. 
Strategy 
On the other hand, the nets were 
| also ready. In addition to havi ng 
worked out programming schedules 
—many of them depending upon 
platter shows—the webs had trained 
and oviented many sub-execs in the 
duties of running conteol room and 
newsroom switchboards, and doing 
other chores as standby “artists,” 
“announcers” and—should it become 
necessary—amateur engineers too. 
There was general feeling as far 


Mapped 


rege 


were 


air were to be capitalized on. The | 
Bennys, Allens, Hopes, etc., it was | 
planned, would be asked to picket 


a human puzzle as, at times, 
as many as four conferences went on 


jigsaw 


at the same time. In the center, in 

the big board room, agency and cli- 

ent reps huddled. In one room. 

George Heller, national exec secre- 

tary of AFRA, met with Ray Jones 

of Chicago, Claude McCue of Los 
| Angeles, Arthu “Bud” Collver, 
| prexy of the N. Y. chapter of AFRA 
| Minerva Pious, a member of the na- 
| tional board and several other 
| AFRA leaders 


In another room, the four network 


| presidents were separate session 
| Off to one corner, the leading net- 
| work negotiators—Frank White. of 
| 


CBS: Bob Swezey. of 
| H. MacDonald, of 
McDonald, of ABC 
with the two AFRA 
Mortimer 
the New 
the services as 
every phase of the ne- 
While the miners’ strike 
took the edge off the AFRA situ 
as top interest 
dous in this radio battle 
And one thing all! ag 
the talks protracted 
both were in 
avoid a strike 


Mutual: Johi 
NBC; Joseph 
were conrerring 
legalites, Henry 
Becket 

York dailies and 
wire 


ana 


Jaffe and 

Not only 
trade press, but 
well 


gotiation 


coverea 


illo! 
news, was tremen- 
reed on. as 

That was that 
there trving to 


SLaCS 


Memphis—Larry Trexler, WMPS 
news commentator, has returned to 
the station upo discharge after 


three years in the Army 








out in front 


s the right place to be. 
When it comes to deliver- 
ing signed contracts, Weed 
“out 


and Company stays 


in front” all year long. 


WEED 


AND COMPANY 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 
New York @ Boston @ Chicago ©@ Atlanta 
Detroit © San Francisce @ Hollywood 


Memo Ou! 
MYRON WALLACE 


NARRATING 
“FACT AND FICTION” 
FLAMOND IN 
“CRIME FILES OF FLAMOND” 
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Biz on the Upturn 


Things seemed to look a little brighter in New York last week, both 


in name 
fair gain 
pronll As for band biz, virtually 


band b.o. figures and sheet music sales, 
in musie sales the latter part of last week and early this 


Jobbers reported a 


all the hotels were up a bit, and 


happier figures were being reported by one-night bookers, 
In suburban locations the picture also was brighter, especially over 


the weekend. Jimmy Dorsey, at F 
N. J., started off last Tuesday (19) a 

Saturday was big, and Sunday, w 
Sabbath in some time. 
Totem Pole ballroom, near Boston. 
as Rustic Cabin, Pelham Heath, all 

Biz leader at N. Y. hotels is Guy 
Roosevelt since opening late in Se 
the heaviest gross in all his years 


rank Dailey’s Meadowbrook Grove, 
t a slow pace, but picked up nightly. 
ith 700 people, was better than any 


Les Brown also drew big last midweek at 


Other suburban N. Y. spots such 
indicated better patronage. 
Lombardo, who has jampacked the 
ptember. Last week he turned in 
at the spot. On a percentage deal 


he earned more than $5,500 for himself. 








i eres 





caeenaaniene 


Top Bands Must Improve Palladium 


Biz on Petg. or Faces Will Be Red 


low % 


After years of objecting to 
price quotations by the operators of 
the Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood, 
and the refusal by top bands to play 
the spot because of what they be- 
lieved to be ridiculously low coin 
terms, the top bands that accept the 
spot’s new guarantee and percentage 
deals had better produce—or some- 
body’s face is going to be red. And 
the task will not be easy in the light 
of the Palladium’s average gross dur- 
ing the past eight to 10 months. 

Actually, the $4,500 guarantee plus 
60° of all income over $13,500, puts 
bandleaders who had heretofore re- 
fused Palladium dates due to low 
money in the position of consider- 
ably increasing the spot’s recent 
average or winding up with much 
less than they might have been de- 
manding on a flat-price basis. Over 
recent months, the Palladium’s aver- 
age gross has approximated $14,000 


Some bands did less (Jerry Wald set | 


a new low preceding the current 
Tommy Tucker and as a result the 
dancery lost heavily). Tex Beneke, 
who ran admissions up to 30,000 and 
more during the past summer for the 
first time in months, only to be hit 
by a transportation strike during his 
run, averaged $18,000. This figure, 
it must be remembered, was 
achieved by only Beneke. The 
$14,000 average was set up by some 
of the best of his contemporaries. 
Flat deals for bands rated among 
the top 10 ran up to $6,500 weekly. 
This figure would be some $1,500 
higher weekly than they’d get on 
percentage if they don’t improve 
the Palladium’s recent average. 
Incidentally, Stan Kenton, who 
shifted several months ago to the 
Avadon Ballroom, Los Angeles, aft- 
er an argument with the Palladium 
over coin, sought to .get out of a 
Feb. 4 opening at the Avadon to go 
back to the Palladium. It was no 
£0; Avadon wouldn't let him out. 


COAST TERPERY TOPS 
SKED GREYHAIR SESH 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Western Ballroom Operators Assn. 
Will meet early next month to map 
out campaign on what to do about 
current drop in biz, especially where 
one-nighters are concerned. Ques- 
tion of high band costs and perform- 
ing rights fees will be discussed at 
meeting, date for which hasn't been 
set yet, according to Marty Landau, 
secretary-treasurer of group, claims 
ASCAP fees, as well as band takes, 
are ‘way out of line. 

With reference to band costs, 
agencies are claiming leaders are to 
blame for not coming down in wage 
demands, while leaders claim things 
Would be straightened out if agen- 
pee would cut down their 15 per- 
yo commissions on one-nighters. 
a as far as the plight in which 

4estros find themselves because of 
pes slough-off in business is con- 

ned, it's not half as bad as 
Painted, according to Larry Barnett, 


Dand coor dinator fo sY1 sic 
Cc I M iSic 








H. Tatnall Brown, Jr., former dean 
Haverford College, has been 

assistant manager of the 

prladelphia Orchestra Assn. for 
nel activities. Norman S. 

he remains assistant manager in 
Tge of business operations. 





| 


| Blackhawk Admits Chi 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 

Don Roth, of the Blackhawk hotel 
| here, has barred songpluggers except 
for Monday nights. Young bistro 
owner thought they took too much of 
the bandleader’s time between sets. 

Contact men no like as they esti- 
| mate that they spend _ several 
|} hundred dollars a week and are en- 
| titled to come whenever they wish. 
|Spot is the only one with set rule 
j}although several other places have 
|an unwritten rule that weekends are 
| closed to the trade. 


Goodman Maps 


| 
| Benny Goodman, whose current 
band at the 400 Club, New York, will 
be disbanded when the date is com- 
pleted, is quitting the band husiness 
to the extent that he doesn’t intend 
to ever play one-nighters and loca- 
tions again if he can help it. He 
wants to devote a lot more time to 
classical work, a decision made 
following last week's longhair date 
at the City Center, N. Y. This means 
a lot more concentration and prac- 
tice than-he has been able to get in 
during the past year. 

None of the current band will re- 
main. Johnny White, vibraharpist, 
who's also going to the Coast soon, 
will perform with the band on its 
radio program and on records but as 
an individual hired by the date along 
with other Coast studio men who 
will form a band for B. G. on his 
Monday radio programs and on rec- 
ords. 

Goodman's lone concession to one- 
nighting may be a jazz concert tour 
sometime in 1947. 





play them. 


NEWARK AFM LOCAL 
NIXES CUT TO OPERATOR 


Newark, Nov. 26. 


within the jurisdiction of Newark 
| local 47 of the American Federation 
of Musicians were flatly refused a 
deduction in musicians’ working 
scales last week after several meet- 
ings. Owners, who have been taking 
quite a beating at the b.o. since the 
start of the current slump, had ad- 
vised the AFM and other trade 
unions that a cutback was necessary 
if some of them were to stay in 
business. 

Local 47 execs and the owners had 
been discussing a return to the scale 
used prior to the boost of several 
months ago. AFM increase at that 
time raised individual salaries more 
than $20 per man weekly. 

Meanwhile, the Buddy Morrow 
orchestra, current at the Terrace 
Ballroom here, had been caught in 
the middle of the salary jump. 
Morrow had been signed at $2,250 
weekly when the scale was $75 per 
man. Before he opened, scale had 
been jumped to $102 per man for 
the Terrace job. and he was forced 





on the date. 


? 


| Pluggers Only on Mondays | 


Classical Work ' 


Owners of niteries and dance spots | 


FEMMES’ PART 
~—WNAFM POLL 


; 
| 
| 


Femme members of New York 
| Local 802, American Federation of 


in deciding next week's (5) 
election battle for 802 chairs. A fair- 
sized distaff contingent has been 
conducting meetings barred to male 
| cardholders in N. Y. in recent weeks 
to decide which way to throw their 





| This is only one facet of an elec- 
| tion that’s generally figured will be 
}one of the bitterest at 802. For 12 
years the incumbent Blue ticket has 
ruled the roost despite heavy oppo- 
sition. This year, the Blue’s strong- 
est standard-bearers, the late presi- 
dent Jack Rosenberg, secretary 
Willie Feinberg, and Harry A. Suber, 


are missing Rosenberg died last 
summer, Feinberg is no longer in 
union affairs and Suber quit the 


Blues to run for the presidency at 
the head of an independent ticket. 
And absence of the past Blue 
strength has given many ideas about 
a union berth. There are five candi- 
dates alone for president. 

Campaigning is sharp. Blue men 
and their opposition are digging 
deeply into the 35,000 membership 
endeavoring to induce those who 
haven't voted for years to go to the 
polls. They have been campaigning 
far afield within 802’s precincts; into 
Staten Island, far out on Long_Island 
(802 jurisdiction runs to Riverhead, 
80 miles from N. Y.), etc. This year, 
probably due to the bitterness of the 
election plus the hullaballoo two 
years ago about phoney voting, bal- 
lot machines are for the first time 
being used. 

Switch of Suber from the Blue to 
a indie ticket has caused a consider- 
able flurry of attention to be fo- 
cused on the election by N. Y. politi- 
cal columnists. Screams of commu- 
nist tendencies are in full swing. In 
addition to Suber, the top-spot can- 
didates are Richard McCann, Blue; 
Calmen Fleisig, Unity candidate (de- 
feated by Rosenberg two years ago): 
Samuel Wilson and Henry Cohen 
(Topper), both independents run- 
ning without accompanying slates. 








Sues Kenton For 


11G on Booking 


Stan Kenton’s dispute with Dave 
Salmon (Solomon), Syracuse one- 
night promoter, over a dance date 
|for which his orchestra didn’t ap- 
ipear, has evolved into a suit 
| damages. Salmon filed action in 





Theatres are | Supreme Court, Syracuse, last week, list of top bandleaders who have set | improvements. 
vague, but it’s not likely that he'll |asking $11,000 damages for Kenton's | about paring operating costs during | point is the one cited in Varirry 


| failure to show. A peculiar angle of 
‘the action is that every member of 
| Kenton’s orchestrs, as well as him- 


self, manager Carlos Gastel and 
General Artists Corp., which booked 
| the date, were named co-defendants. 
They all were served with 
| last week. - 

Suit grew out of a week 
;nighters Kenton was forced 
|cel because the Paramount 
|N. Y., asked the leader to 
| week earlier (Oct. 16), with the film 
|“Blue Skies,” than originally sched- 
|uled. Every date was erased easily 
|on three weeks notice, except Sal- 
mon’s. Latter sought $2,500 in settle- 
ment, asking to be reimbursed for 
advertising, promotion, ASCAP fees 
(which he pays on an annual basis), 
capped by a $1,500 demand for “loss 
of goodwill and prestige” among his 
patrons. Kenton refused to settle, 
| pointing. out sufficient 
notice was given. So now Salmon is 


| 


of one- 
to can- 
theatre, 
open a 


suing for $11,000. He doesn’t itemize | 
from the $2,500 settle- | 


the increase 
ment originally asked 


Nove] angle in the case is the in- 
clusion of Kenton’s musicians as co- 
defendants. N. Y. attorneys believe 


it's due to the Form B contract of | 


i}the American Federation of Musi- 


| cians, which makes Kenton and all | 
to pay the extra coin. He lost money | his men employees of the buyer of 


ithe band. 


Musicians, intend taking a big hand | 
bitter | 


| power among the many candidates. | 


| Dezutter’s hold on Glen Island was |torney Lee Eastman, 


for | 


papers | 


cancellation ! 








Appeals Court Favors Advanced 
Music in Hit Parade’ Listing Suit 








Musie business hit another start- 
ling legal development in the long 
The Stars Decree jline of interesting court decisions 
A certain bandleader last {delivered during the last year, when 


week came up with a dilly of an |the New York Court of Appeals 
excuse for not accepting a cer- last week decided that Advance 
tain job proferred by Music |Music Corp. part of the Warner 


Corp. of America. 

A fortune-teller had told him 
the time was not ripe for him to 
play the date. 


| Bros. music publishing combine, had 
|}a case against the Lucky Strike Hit 
|Parade. In the opinion of Chief 
| Judge Loughran, and in which the 
lentire bench concurred, Advance’s 
|Ssuit against the Hit Parade, claim- 


os |ing that it misrepresented the pop- 
ep le S a es ularity of SONngZS as represented DV 


Over Glen Isle 








| Previously, the action, vhich 
ispecifically involved the “Don't 
| Sweetheart Me” and which asked 
| for $200,000 damages, had been de- 
cided proper by a lower court 


sOng 


then 


Shep Fields finally completed ar- | later rejected on appeal by Ameri- 
rangements for his takeover of Glen| can Tobacco, and Foote. Cons & 
Island Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., | Belding, ad agency on the show. by 


| one of the country’s best known lo-/the Appellate Division which de- 
| cation jobs for name bands. Maestro | cided Advance did not have a cause 


| takes possession of the spot within} of action. Originally, the suit was 


|the next two weeks after signing | filed in April 1944 and the Court 
jcontracts | with the Westchester |of Appeals has had WB's appeal 
County Park Commission, owner,|since last winter, said to be one 


| giving him a five-year hold on the|of the longest deliberations by that 
| building and its grounds. Previous- | body on record. : 
|ly, Fields had signed papers with| Advance’s action, pressed by Her- 
|M. L. Dezutter, lessee of the spot|man Starr, head of the Warner 
ifor the past 10 years or so. | Bros. group, and conducted by at- 
is expected to 
have considerable influence on an- 
other suit filed by the same com- 
bine against the same defendants 
(Continued on page 50) 


Ist Joint SPA 
-MPPAMeet Dec. 4 


|for another three years. Fields 
bought him out for a price said to 
be $75,000, which included $30,000 
for equipment Dezutter personally 
;owned, and the remainder for the 
| lease, goodwill, etc. His arrangement 
| with the Park Commission gives the 
|latter a rental based on a percen- 
| tage of business and also hands over 
to Fields for operation food conces- 
sions on a county-owned beach near- 











| by. 

| Fields interds to continue the Wik te , 

|Casino’s current policy of weekend M irst Feet mnSCTNG between the 
; Operation with small bands through | * a. t} = wee = eegenve torean 
‘the winter, but around next Easter | 2” he Songwriters Protectivg 


| Assn. over a new contract between 
| the two factions, will be held Dec. 4 
lin New York at the MPPA offices. 
This date was set following the 
| handing to the SPA last week (22) 
of the publishers own ideas of what 
ithe terms of the new contract 
should cover, in contrast to the pre- 
vious ideas of the writers which 
were rejected by the pubs. 


| will blossom out with a top name 
|band policy, using them in three 
and four-week periods. He intends 
|to resume the high class style of op- 
|eration which made the spot such 
'a draw prewar (‘the lack of which 
during the past two years contrib- 
,uted to its decline). 

Though he has become a cafe 
{owner, along with Tommy Dorsey, | There appears to be very little re- 
| Horace Heidt and others, Fields does | action from among the members of 
/not intend giving up his band. He |the SPA and its executives to the 
| will do one-nighters, parties in the ‘proposals of the publisher-writer 
|N. Y. area and is angling for a radio | eonjract promulgated by the MPPA 


jconductor spot. His theatre work! board. Few writers are thoroughly 
| will be confined to N. ¥Y. familiar with the MPPA ideas as 
SS Oe ee jyet and consequently have had no 
| time to form an opinion one way 
“JIMMY DORSEY ANOTHER "sss 
Details of the publishers ideas, 
T0 CUT DOWN ON COSTS which they superimposed on the 
| current agreement which expires 
| Add Jimmy Dorsey's name to the | Dec. 31, seem to entail rather mild 


The 


paramount 


| the past few weeks. 


Dorsey got last week agreeing to the payment 
| together with his men over the past | of a flat 50% of all revenue from 
| weekend and did some sharp slicing | the sale of lyric rights, an improve- 


lof salaries, cutting his payroll, it’s | ment over the current method. An- 
| said, by approximately $1,200. Prior; other is the publishers agreement 
|to the move, his weekly nut ran to, to turn over to writers all foreign 
/around $3,600 for musicians alone, | licenses and revenue therefrom in 


exclusive of manager, road man, et | the event a song is taken by a pub- 
al. jlisher, not published, and subse- 
Dorsey followed such maestros as | Quently returned to the originator. 
| Les Brown, Gene Krupa, and his! They agree to give up a full 50% 
'brother Tommy, in the economy | Of all revenue from folios, etc. 
move. Brown and T.D. have broken 


Ae ast Ghee hopes | LAMPLIGHTER’ GRIPE 
!Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood; | ON ‘PARADE’ EXCLUSION 


T.D.’s reorg is indefinite). Krupa is | 
Since news of the victory by at- 


cutting down as he goes along. 

Jimmy Dorsey's slicing involved | torney Lee Eastman in his Warner 
salary reductions only. There will | Bros. music combine suit vs. Ameri- 
be no reduction in the size of the | ean Tobacco, other publishers are 
band. Whether any men are to be | pristling with ideas. For years they 
changed is undisclosed. |have tirelessly, but almost always 
ni oa | needlessly, squawked about the “in- 
l ’ . } accuracies” of the “Hit Para 
| They'll Find Out = prezram, 
| Coincident with the WB court de- 
Chicago, Nov. 26. | cision, Shapiro-Bernstein popped up 
Willie Shore, comedian, and Morty | 5; Lucky Strike over the latter’s ig- 
| Saroff, his musical arranger, ae | noring of the firm's “Old Lamplight- 
forming a music publishing corpora- | ey” cong. Tune has been No. 1 in 
tion in Dlinois with branches after | sheet sales for two weeks, and is 
the first of the year in N. Y. and the | high jn performances, record sales, 
Coast. etc., yet is not on the program. S-B 

Firm as yet unnamed will push | was in the process earlier this week 
Saroff’s numbers and also invite of composing a sharp letter to the 
offerings of other composers. sponsor, 





! 





” 1: 
de” radio 
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manages 
ls 


remain 
with 


to 
provided 


inoffensive, 
enhancing 


He 


an ac- 


companiment — by Sonny. Burke's | 
band. “The More I Go Out” is the 
sort of thing that can become very 
big on the disk boxes. Inasmuch as | 
it will probably not live through | 


the years, though, it’s not especially 


ocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 




















ance, 
terial 


but the popularity of the ma- 

may put it across on the 
nickel-in-the-sloteroos . Bobby 
| Hackett has an album of show tunes 
ready for release. 


_ Buddy Wagner Invents 


‘of course, 


| from the peak of 1945, it 
| Coupled 


; made all 


silence 


Ei vthing considered, the level| was deploring§§ the acute lag of 
© ile vocalists is) impressively | comedy on record We ne cted to 
r day Tivoff would seen mention that Jerry Colonna is rie 
vel D ing |} of the fur st r on sl lac. His 
ON I i i Colur a VU) ! moa tk Viat 
est ine te 1 ind oO dalay ind hne cor a 
i rse k a 0 Va Wa periormance Tr} ek: on Cap 
" t| epicene mpik Ol It | tol he come ro ! th two ie 
\ oO ( a Boy Wher Ro Ri Ola Do { 
» \ \ Lk i Ma Boola { Morey An 
( with “G st_rda Oh. WI Oh, Why, Dic 
I Eve Lea Wvo ‘ Wesl 
\ Morne thous! nale | Tuttl nd Texas Stars play fo 
vocal ound like a pretty viril him Wyomi sa mirthful paro- 
lot, Si i; Come and Haymes and dy of cowbo sol ind Colonna 
th rest metimes sing as li the milks it for it full value. “Rosie 
- - _ a ne is a burlesque on the Italian idiom 
and in Irreproachable ste, by the 
Best Bets way. Either side is potent stulY fou 
Nini “At Suna (Paul both the platter spinners and the 
Westo Wurlitzer 
. Wee ij ( Maurice Rocco Blue Skies” and 
li I Cant Get Starte (Musicralt) 
B | Pp ’ if no great art. both pleasant 
t | Kine Cole ] , LD j ATi¢ Ohne presulhe Cl n rcial Roc 
Como vel ahaa my Sep bet o's pianologs ind chirpsichore 
Sor (Frank S :*}, | leave a good deal to be desired, but 
Hillbills “I Got Texas in M they pack showmanship. This should 
Soul’ (Tex Willia Lye sufficient re on to put “ 
Lat -An Ca Vi So It’ ICE in solid ith buyers 
Yo (Micvelito Valdez? | Wax Facts 
“a _ i ra —— a Teddy Wilson's “Don't = 
About Me” and “I Want to Be Hap- 
could take cave of themselves in! py” (Musicraft) may sell with the 
i brawl. And so, for all his seeming | hot aficionados, bi they are a far 
indifference the days. does Bing. | ¢ from the extraordinarily in- 
This week’s releases be striking spired jobs he used to do in the 
proof of this. Th is, lor example, | old days. Personnel, by the way, in- 
aoe Como coupling “That's the! ¢ludes Don Byas on tenor, Buck 
Beginning of the End” and “Sonata” | Clayton on trumpet. George James 
(Victor) Como makes astonishing!) on baritone, Scoville 3rown soon 
le interior disks and this is not! ejarinet, Ren Palmieri on guitar, 
o! Ot the With Lloyd Shaffer } pjq), Taylor on bass, and J. C. Heard 
- ag the accompaniment ork, on drums. Sarah Vaughan vocalizes 
Como sin s with an intenseness not o: “Don't Worry About Me” 
unreminiscent of the Crosby of the The Three Stuns’ “Jealousy” and 
earh ol On the whole, he is re- “Sonata” (Majestic) are good juke 
Bo h wl pict d like ts ar ee bets. Woody Herman’s newest 
ings ‘ ae _ Columbia features Mary Ann Me- 
lepartm nt happens to preter’) Call singing Lil Green's famous 
“That's the Beginning of the End, iT: Pui leGx Pier 4 ; a 
which has literate lyric. Como has | mom yp oePag = ringgpedllng eta bana 
co tently been one of the biggest won't hurt sales in race locations. 
jictncs ae : AMR Musicrait is giving a good play 
hin to hit the jukes in years and! - Sap ; one . 
“That's the Beginning” won't im- to Miguelito Valdez The best of 
peril his standard. It’s going to be | Sees ee nse 
a very big sellei 
Sinatra, who is another pretty con- | Suggested Programs 
sistent man, has a new Columbia | (All Hot) 
pairing of oldiés—“September Song” | “Town Hall Blues” - Sud Free- 
and “Among My Souvenirs.” Tunes | man (Keynote), 
are beauties, of course, and he does “Laughing Louis” Louis Arm- 
them credit. If we don’t regard them | strong (Bluebird). 
as among the best Sinatra faces. we | “Swingin’ at the Hickory House” 
still think they're pretty good. To!—Wingy Mannone (Bluebird). 
be captious about “Souvenirs.” the} “Blues of Israel” — Gene Krupa | 
temoo seems a_ bit slow. Axel! (Decca). 
Stordahl ork accompany, which “Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen” — The 
is hardly news. Andrews Sisters (Decca). 
Another of the more reliable| “Deep Down South’—Paul White- 
vocalists is King Cole, who has aj|man (Victor). 
flair for chirping both comedy stuff| “Down South Camp Meeting” — 
as well as ballads. Cole Trio’s “But | Benny Goodman (Victor), 
She's My Buddy’s Chick” and “That's | Male Voealists 
the Beginning of the End” (Capitol) “Sweet and ovely” — Russ Co- | 
furnish impressive proof of this. | jumbo (Victor). 
“Buddy Chick” is a light sort of | “That's the Beginning of the End” 
thing about a man who yens for} —perry Como (Victor). 
his best friend’s girl. Cole makes the | “You Go to My Head” — Frank |! 
al extremely pleasant listening. | Sinatra (Colurmbia). 
. sinning ot the End,” on the other | “Deep . Night” tudv - Vaililee 
hand, is a B cae seg Bases with | (Victor) 
serious Impiucations / uit »- ss , t; . 
perder ial 6 tt Pied Where the Blue of the Night’”— 
nsataeten ts Maile. te nintinan bath | Bing Crosby (Brunsw ick), 
- | “My Blue Heaven” — Gene Austin 
credible and catchy. As for the King | (Victor). 
Cole Trio. it is one of the most | oF You” oe > Sarcent ; 
effective small combos in the busi-|,, 27) °" reales 
: ed the Casa Loma (Decca). 
ness. Both faces are strong nickel- 
odeon bets. They're also recom- l= — 
mended to pancake turners and 
home purchasers. {his four latest faces — “Negra | 
On Musicraft a_ singer-guitarist | | Leono,’ ‘ You, we it's Yout, a Casa- 
named Teddy Walters does “The » | blanca,’ and FI Cua Cua’ a 
More I Go Out With Somebody rou,” The “soneay ie mexico ol 
Else” and “I'll Close My Eyes,” He | Tact. - - - Most rousing of hillbilly 
is a romantic singer, which ean be a | releases is Tex , ves coe 
distinct detriment. In his case, how- | Western Caravan's “I Got Texas in 
ever. it doesn't seem to be. If he My Soul (Capitol). . Tex Be- 
is inclined to grow a little bedroom- | neke’s “Star Dust (Victor) is an 
eved in his delivery, he nevertheless undistinguished musical perform- 


recommended to disk fans. Former bandleader Buddy Wo 
Paul Weston’s “At Sundown" andj ner, who for years bas been re - 
“So Would I" (Capitol) are! veloping a recording device in part- 
supremely danceable items. Thev ; nership with August Nicholas, has | 
also, incideniaily, give Matt Dennis | perfected a production model of the 


a chance to do'two agreeable voeuls. 


“So Would 1.” an extract from the 
Burke-Van Heusen score to “My 
Heart Goes Crazy looks like a 
smash, a fact which won't hurt this 
platter with either jukes or jocks. 
Dearth of stimulating dansapation 
on wa should give these two sides 
a biz mth with the compus crowd. 


A few weeks ago this department 


instrument and expects to market it 
commercially in the near future. 
Using disk, 
Waene! and 
| plays program. 
Cost will be 


a four-inch Vinylite 
device both records 
back 15-minute 

the plastic platters 


s 
a 


ol 


around a nickel. Unit is eveected to | 
| be moderately priced and it’s said to 

jhave considerable advantages ove 

wire recorders. 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week-Ending Nor, 14) | 


London, Nov. 15. 
Bless You Gay 
Let It Be Soon F.D.&H, 
Sweeth'ts Never Old. .Strauss-M. 
All Thru the Day Chappell 
To Each His Own VictoMa 
Primrose Hill Wright | 
You Keep Com Back. . Berlin | 
Down the Valle Leeds 
Green Cockatoo ( ‘phon 
Hat Moo Strau I 
Someday You'll Wa Me. .Dash 
Laughing On QOutsid Conn 

Coming Up 
Make Beli Wo Da 
Its All Over No Connell 
Pretendin B. Wood 
Anytime At All Viacmelodies 
I Fall in Love With You Gay 
Surrendet Sun 
Linger in My Arms. New-World 
5 Minutes More Edwin Morris | 
Mr Moon Wright | 
Night in Old Saville. .F. D. & H. 
in the Night 


Voice Southern 





Bourne Also Raps 
(-P Infringement 


Campbell-Porgie publis firimn 
already involved in an infringement 
tussle with Shapiro-Bernstein over 
its song, “I Guess T'll Get the Papers 
and Go Home.” bruised a bit dee pel 
last week when publisher Saul 
Borustein cracked down on it 

It came about thusly: SB had 
threatened C-P with an infringement 
suit, claiming “Papers” was a cops 
of its own “I Wish I Could Hide 
In: de This Lette: However, S-B 
told -P that if it could dig up a 
melody prior to “Letter” which was 
sufficiently similar no suit would be 
filed 

Recently, C-P dug up a Bourne 
music copyright titled “It’s Dark On 
Observatory Hill” and exhibited it 
to S-B as similar to “Papers” and 
“Letter” (Bornstein own sourne, 
Inc.) Instead of accepting the 
Bourne song as proot of the prior 
melody line, S-B, which aims its 
cispute with -P as a crack at 
Broadcast Music, Inc. with which 
the latter is affiliated, apparently ad- | 
vised Bourne of the claimed simi- | 
larity. At any rate, soon alter C-P 


got a letter from Bourne advising of 
infringement, etc. Bourne and S-B, 
are members of the Amer- 
Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. 


ican 


Diskboxes Off 25-407 
N. Y. Expected to Go 
To 10c a Play Soon 


is off 25 40% 
is estimated. 
af 
it’s 
solution 
nickel 
being 
and an- 


Diskbox revenue to 


with pyramiding costs 
records, equipment and 
felt by many that the 
is a hike from the 
per play to a dime, move 
over the country, 
ticipated soon in New York. 
It is admitted among 
operators that a boost is being con- 
sidered. and it's predicted dimes 
will supplant nickels as early as Jan, 
10. Its believed the upped tap will 
jukes to some extent, but 
as soon as the public adjusts itself 
to the dime outlay, platters figure 
to spin almost as frequently as they 
whirled at half the prica 


Changeover pivots upon the avail- 


labor, 
only 

present 
a 


machine 


ability of parts necessary to switch 
operation of the boxes from 5 to 
10c. However, industry execs expect 
enough supplies will be on hand=by 
next January to make the conver- 
sion. 

Slump in sheet music and disk 
sales can be partially attributed to | 
the reduced juke plays. The jukebox 
is a prime exploitational medium. | 
It’s also interesting to note that the | 
peak of sheet music sales coincided | 
with the juke industry's top revenu 
vear, 1945. 

Jit Out In Minn 
Minneapolis, Nov, 25 

High cost of living has hit disk- 
box fans in Twin Cities. Local dis- 
fributors are abandoning nickel 
standard for dime per single play: 
or three for quarter. Conversion | 


kits to adjust machines are here and 


all boxes will be dispensing records 
at higher prices within 60 day: 

Distributors claim that rapidly 
iris’? costs In industry necessitate 
boost. 





° a 
st Sellers on Loin-Machines 
iat: 5 ol Fri i arle olum|] 
1. Rumors Are Flying (9) (Oxford).......° ankie Carle . Columbia 
: ) Andrews Sisters Decca 
; oe ; Kay vser ‘o 
2. Ole Buttermilk (7) (Burke-VH) ) _— Kyser. . #3 Colt a 
) Connee Boswell. Decca 
: : ‘ \ Frank Sinatra Colun 
3. & > Minutes More (15) (Melrose) es $ 1a 
Le een ae : ) Tex Beneke Viet 
S: SAN 
‘ Obed Lemntis +, (Shaniro-B \ Samm) Kaye \ 
) Kay Kysei ; 
. 1 \ \ iwuehn Mon 0 
) Ch Lic La Ssumnu 4) «Nic ) te ge aay ‘ 
. \ Eddy Howard... \ 
} To Each His Ov 18) «P ount) 7 
f [ Ea { Para [nk Spot Decca 
Coffee Song »? alia Frank Sinatra (‘oO 
: ( Crosby-Andrews S tT) 
oO é ca ike \\ 15) Wit k) . re A 
iis \ an away , } Cugat-Clarke . Co a 
° _—e ! { Ella Fitzgerald 1) . 
9. For Sentimental Reasans (1) (Leeds) ) Charlie Spivak Vicic 
10. T Gue I'll Get Papers (9) «C-P) Mills Bros Decca 
a | * 7 
Coming Up 
Whole World Singing S Rob! ) \ Les Brown Columbia 
me a ee abi } Jimmy Dorses Deceas 
\ Harry James .. Columbia 
[ vs VC) . 
I Is Alwa (BYV< ) Dick Hayme: “tides 
. {Tex Beneke Victor 
\ asse (Feist) casero ) Margaret Whiting... .Capito 
hadi That 1 Marry (Berlin) Frank Sinatra Columbia 
D Dal ee ee are {Sammy Kave. ....Victo 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah (Santly-Joy ) Johnny Merce Pettis 
, , , 1 | \ Bing Crosby Deces 
You Keep Coming Back (Berli ) Jo Stafford re ware 
{ff I'm Lucky (BVC) ere errr Te Perry Como Victo 
: sane { Dick Haymes Decca 
On She HART WOR AVE) 've-> 900s ) Starlighters .......Mereury 
_ . R \ Harry James.. » Col i 
en its “ e MICK ) : 
And Then I Heaven (Remi ) Tony Martin...... Me 
. , ‘ ia ; \ Frank Sinatra Colin 4 
Somewhere In Night (Triangle).......... | Betty Jane Rhode: Victor 
ticketvy Rickshaw Man (Peer) .. Eddy Howard Maijest 
Shanty in Old Shanty Town (Witmark).... Johnny Long... Decca 
, ) (Tex Benere. ....0%5..' 1 
t Know (MOIris).....0.c0-ce-ccvccecces ) Andy Kirk anne 


Earlier Hampton Bow-In 
At N.Y. Cafe Creates 


Sam Donahue Snarl 


‘ 


Lionel 
Aquarium 
(22). a 


Hampton's 
festaurant 


opening 

N. Y 
than 
scheduled, ¢1 hubbub ~~ be 
Hampton Sam Donahue, 
whose orchestra played the preced- 


at 
Fi aa hh 
week earlier originally 
eated a 


tween and 


ing weeks and wasn't due to close 
until Thursday (28), It finally was 
iplaced before the American Fed- 


settlement 
Hampton apparently refused to 
the bandstand with Donahue, 
pointing out that his contract called 
all air time. As a result, Ben 
Harriman, operator, offered to let 
Donahue go a week earlier with a 
$500 bonus and return date in 
January. Donahue refused the offer 
and demanded that he play out his 
contract or be paid off in full. He 
took his case to the AFM, which 
ordered Harriman to play Donahue 
him off in full at his $2,500 
contract price. It told Dona- 
show up at the Aquarium 
(22) evening at Hampton's 
play. Harriman 
Donahue in- 
him otf—but gave 
hours of 1 p. m. 
6:45 p. m. Ordinarily, the spot 
doesn’t open until 3 p. m.,” and 
never with big-band music. 
Meantime, rumors 
that Hampton was 


eration of Musicians for 


share 


;1ol 


a 


or pay 
weekly 
hue to 
Friday 
opening ready 
then agreed to 
stead of paving 
him working 


to 
play 


started 
to pit his 


were 
“afraid” 


j;big band against Donahue'’s in a 
| battle of music, and that’s why he 
didn't want to occupy the same 


bandstand. This led Donahue’s press 
agents to send out long wires signed 


iby Donahue citing that “every man 
jin my band is confident that our 
; orchestra can hold its own against 
|Hampton in a battle of music. We 
| will take our chances in such a con- 
|test and ask neither radio time nor 
mention in any ads or billing.” 


Exclusive Goes Down 


As Other Wax Hikes 


Hollywood, Noy. 26. 

Exclusive Records dipped retail 
| prices from $1 to 75 cents a disk. 
| New label, which differs from plat- 
tery s standard “Maste: series in 
| price only, will be introed next 
; month, featuring Buddy Baker's orch 
in kickoff, 


Victor and Cap already have gone 
, up a dime on their 
;}and Decca 


is currently in a flurry, 
moving a lot of its talent from the 
20-cent label to the 75-cent deal 
| Columbia is the only one of the Big 
Four to announce holding the line at 
jiour bits, 


lo- 





Tokyo Goes For 
U.S. Swing Music 


Tokve yov. 26 


a) 

Japanese people have become 
swing-crazy 

Yance halls are springing up over- 
night in the burned-out buildings 
and basements here, and all the lo- 
cal combos are dishing out a fairly 
decent brand of jive. Jap jitterbugs 
are not uncommon, 


Best band in any hall is the New 


Pacific group, led by sax-playing 
Shin Matsumoto, Japan's “King of 


Swing.” (14 


ce ynposed 


A big outfit 
Matsumoto’s band 


pieces', 
is 
from the Colum- 


mainly of members 


bia recording back of pre-war days. 


The New Pacific is now playing at 
the Cornucopia, a ballroom opened 
last June in the converted ice-skat- 
ing rink of the. Sanno hote! 


Meanwhile, Columbia records has 
sold as many as 30,000 copies of bet- 
ter American pieces. Hit Japanese 
tunes, influenced by American popu- 
music, have sold 200,000 copies 

American favorites of the 
are Bing Crosby, the Boswells, 
Mills Bros. and Rudy Vallee. 
Frank Sinatra is comparatively ut- 


lar 
each. 
Japs 
the 


known since his records haven't hit 
the Jap market in any number as 


yet. 


Eckstine Cut to 75¢c 


| established rivals on 


50-cent platters, | 


In National’s Competish 


National Records last week 
dropped the retail price of recorc- 
ings by Billy Eckstine’s orchestra 
from $1.05 to 75¢c as a means of ge!- 
ting him into competition with more 
major labels 
and as a forerunner of its own pane 
for expansion and competition. Cut 
in Eckstine’s prices is effective Dee. 
15, delayed until that date to com 
plete arrangements so that dealers 


he 


t} 


do not lose anything due to | 
move. All other National artists, fF 
| the moment, hang on at $1.05. . 
National is one of the few indie 
disk outfits with its own plal'ns, 
pressing and other divisions nece™” 
sary to turning out its own disk» 
and for that reason its cha! - 
survival in the field are better [4 
the average indie. National cia!i> a 
9.000,000-disk capacity at the . 
ment which can and wil! be 2 
creased shortly to 15,000,000 ' 3 
main plant is at Phillipsburs I 





with a second in New York. 


per 
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Ted Heath Blasts Geraldo, Ambrose 


For Remarks on British Musicians 


London, Nov. 19. * 








Recent interviews with Geraldo 2 
snd Bert Ambrose, British band- | Kritner Exits WB 
leaders, in the U. S. press have pro- | 
voked uncomplimentary reaction in ’ Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Britain toward comments of _ two Carl Kritner has resigned as head 
rine ers. Maestro Ted Heath wrote | of the educational and standard | 
ge at ebuttal to charges of the | depts. of Warners Music Publishers | 


a 


Holding Corp 
Kritner, with 
resigned to 


British musicians are lazy 
nceentive to create, and 
wasting themselves by 


wo that 
twe the firm 
nd have lo 


enter 


a 


ave veer y 
_ tati of U. S. orchestra arrange- | business. No replacement named yet 
nitailo I S : S 
nents. They attributed some of 
faul 


Is 10 


ne a sorte Bra — of the | Musicraft N.Y. Offices 
Consolidated With J-T 


Heath concedes that BBC has done 
In New Economy Move: 


very little to stimulate the business 
put adds Geraldo can hardly blame 


the BBC for his own musicians be- | 
ing ieny. ee listening to @| In a sudden economy move, Jef- 
Geraldo broadcast, Heath writes. “In 


| ferson-Travis and Musicraft Record 


the automobile | 


10 years, | 


| 


| 
| 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Nov. 23) 
Old Lamplighter.....Shapiro-B 
Ole Buttermilk Sky..Burke-VH 
Rumors Are Flying. .Santly-Joy 
Whole World Singing.. Robbins 
If You Were Only Girl. .Mutual 


You Keep Coming Back. .Berlin 
To Each His Own...Paramount 
Five Minutes More.....Melrose 
Guess I'll Get Papers C-P 
Things Did Last Summer.Morris 


Second 10 


September Song Crawford 


Sentimental Reasons Duchess 
COO BONE, oi vcveccvcccs Valiant 
THIS ES BIWGS. vcdcccecss BVC 
PUOUETMEINE 46s vices Criterion 
Girl I Marry.. conde Berlin 
Rickety Rick Shaw Man. Peer 
Passe ..... .Feist 
It's Pity Say Goodnight. Leeds 
So. Am. Take It Away. .Witmark 








‘Ellington Carnegie 


9) minutes I heard takeoffs of Hal | . ; 7 

Mc Intvre’s ‘South Bayou Shuffle,’ | offices were consolidated in New 
Glenn Miller’s ‘Volga Boatman,’ and York last week, with Musicraft mov- 
Stan Kenton’s ‘Etude for Saxes,’ ing from its former location uptown 
amor g saci " : baa ge ober he to the J-T quarters farther down- 
caahate a ‘healthy ana in the er | town, Change followed the liquida- | 
ness which needs kindling by a more! tion of most of Js holdings out- | 
discerning BBC and a different type | side of Musicraft to Emerson Radio, 


of bandleader.’ 


Heath 


whole of E 


leaving plenty of room for the plat- 
fact that the 


its ears liter- 


the 
irope has 


oInts to : | : 
= ter cOmpany in the offices. 


Cash credits of over half a million 


York, 


ally glued to the American Forces | 

Network every evening and would | dollars were to be switched to the 
be overjoved to spend its pocket | Musicratt account by Atlas Corp., | 
money everv week to hear its favor- | purchaser of slightly less than half | 
ites in the “flesh.” Fact that hun- interest in the company, last Friday | 
dreds of thousands of young folk are | ‘22)-. Yesterday (Tuesday) the | 
willing to spend money on records | #ansfer had not as yet been made. | 


High-level shakeup is expected mo- 
mentarily at Musicraft consequent 
to consummation of the Atlas deal, 


and Frank Sinatra 
he thinks, be a strong enough 
indication to British bandleaders as 


of the Dorseys 


should, 


to what the market calls for. “If | With strong rumor that prexy Peter 
audiences don't like my musical | Hilton is to be replaced. Former 
policy I alone am to blame, not the | Maxon ad agency exec, has had little 





BBC or the musicians.” | previous experience in the music 
Re | Dusiness, 
a ; ; ree | Company has beén having produc- 
Vieter Jory is cutting an original | ¢{jon troubles, which is main rea- 
children's story with Ray Block's! son for the new infusion of coin. 
orchestra and a cast of 54 for Signa- | None of the three plants in Ossining, 
ture Records. Album, with four|N, y., Danbury, Conn., or Los An- 
sides, expected to hit the market in | geles has been producing at near 
time for Christmas season, capacity. “Also, company has made 


Title is “Celeste,” scripted by Paul! a number of distributor changes in | 
Tripp and George Kleinsinger. Plat- | the past month and a half, slowing 
ters ‘wil sell for $2.2 25. sales somewhat. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 32 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cover- 


age Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. Pub- 
lished by the Office of Research, Inc. 

Survey Week of November 15-21, 1946 
A Gal In Calico—*"Time, Place, Girl’. ........eeeeeeeesee.. REMICK 
I dee ee eee kbans boss ones VENOUS 
Coffee Song—"C opacabana Rev RM acai sine a eee es t00e WAHIOEO 
Either It's Love Or It Isn't—i“Dead Reckoning”........ ....Mood 
I, I oc tie adn deck ou baedne ces 966006 MeO ORe 
For Sentimental Reasons FUER ASIN SERIO hens eueee , . Duchess 
For You For Me Forever More ................ceeeees ....Chappell 
Girl That I Marry, The—*“Annie Get Your Gun”.......... Berlin 
I Got the Sun in the Morning—*“Annie Get Your Gun” . Berlin 
oe ee WO OOD MOO COINS, occ caveeresceaveseavses Mutual 
r'll Close My Eyes ; errr eT erEeriT ery bnkinnaee ° Maurice 
It's a Pity To Say Goodnight............0.0.. pexased eT 
It's All Over Now........... peebbiaveet veer a .. BMI 
My Sugar Is So Refined. ...........cceeeeees PTT TCR TTT 
9 TOES PRE .... Shapiro-B. 
Ole Buttermilk Sky—+“Canyon Passage” ............4. 0065 Burke-VH 
On the Boardwalk—j“Three Little Girls In Blue”..........BVC 
es ae cs cg sit ces (wecdexcms Criterion 
I I gd, ccadaceavaneestes bodes .Oxford 
September Song Ee ce EE CREE Cee oes Crawtord 
Somewhere In the Night—*“ Three Little Gi rls In Blue” . Triangle 


Sooner Or Later—#“Song of South” ..... saadees Santly-Joy 
South America Take It Away—*“Call Me “Mister” Eee ETTY bk 
That Little Dream Got Nowhere—i“Cross My Heart”’......Famous 


Things We Did Last Summer .................eee0e8- - Morris 

This Is Always—#“Three Little Girls in Blue”....... con .BVC 

To Each His Own—j;“To Each His Own” satdeewese Paramount 
wid od veeae a Berlin 
Whole World Is Singing My ee FP er rrr cree eee .Robbins 
Why Does It Get So Late So Early.......... .. ....se8 ++. Harms 

You Keep C oming Back Like a Song—j;“Blue Skies”.......Berlin 
Zip-a-De-Do-Dah—+ of ogee errr re Santly-Joy - 





Following songs are those that aid not hare enough performance credits 
On the week {o be included in the top group. They mostly are tunes 
rising in popularity. 


A Garden In the Rain POET eee Coe a rr rere .... Melrose 

And Then It's Heaven. 05 06066000s06000. C000 eccnces 604+ mOMNem 
Anybody's Love Song area Sei eaee e086 Miller 

Blue Skies—j“Blue Skies” ..........cce.cc.ceccecess , Berlin 
Everybody Loves My Baby Pits ih te eek en Goode Music 
1 Guess I'l] Get the Papers and Go Home vere ere TT C-P 

1 Haven't Got a Worry In the World. cevceeeactenne’ es eee 
If lm Luecky—#“If I'm BOON occ c sees edsvertacceces Triangle 

Mil Never Love ER ee Tee Te CL eT Te rt ee Peet 

Linger In My Arms a Little Longer SAG, sous Bourne 


Nosey Body . 
Put That Kiss Back Where You Found It 
Rickety Ricks shaw Man 
Save Me a Dream ... 
This Ls the Night 


eee oe eseses .... Barron 
Robbins 

Southern 

Starlight 


ener 


. er ORES cree ree ree eT Jefferson 
What More Can I Ask For. ee ee re eT eye ‘ London 
Years and PCr eT Te Ore eT eee Bourne 
You Are Everything to Me... .....00..-.ccccccccceeees Paramount 


1 Filmusicat, * Legit Musical. 


Concerting Fails To 
Achieve Any Novelty 


Duke Ellington's orchestra 
one of its annual Carnegie Hall, 
Saturday 
packed 


New 
and 


concerts last 
Sunday 
both 
wad of coin—but that’s about all he 
accomplished. 

These affairs, which drew 
erable attention when 
first started several 
becoming commonplace. Ellington 
does ’em all over the country and 
expects to widen his activity in the 
field. The leader's efforts to inject 
something new into his repertoire 
didn’t help things at the latest date. 


Ellington's men, behind new plas- 
tic stands which stood out on Carne- 
gie’s drab stage like so many Xmas 
trees, performed very satisfactorily, 
particularly in solos, but 
of enthusiasm so evident 
shindigs were new to them, 
thing to be crowed over, 


evenings to houses 


nights, thus making himself a 


consid- 
they were 
years back, are 


some- 


was miss- 


ing. Nevertheless, it established 
anew the thought that the leader 
| must be tabbed the greatest com- 
poser and exponent of “idea” music 
the band and music business has 
ever developed. 

Ellington chose as the concerts’ 





lof his own hits. 


i this affair, 


fare a list of material comparatively 
new to his fans, capped by a medley 
Worked in was a 
piece composed especially for 
titled “The Deep South,” 


new 


cut in four movements— Magnolias 
Just Dripping With Molasses,” 
“Hearsay,” “There Was Nobody 


Looking” and 
eal.” Light and frivolous, the over- 
all piece was typically Ellington, but 
one over which the masetro appar- 
ently spent little time. As well as 
it was received by the house, and as 
acceptable as it was to Ellington 
fans, it was a_ disappointment to 
many who expected something that 
might have created the controversy 


his “Black, Brown and Biege” set 
up a couple years back. 
As part of the bill, Ellincton pre- 


sented Django Reinhar«t interna- 
tionally known jazz guitarist from 
France. Reinhardt lived up to his 


reputation in spots during the per- 
formance of a group of nunibers solo 
and with the band, but on the whole 
his ability was not too impressive 
in the light of the tremendous pub- 
licity he has received. He's aimaz- 
ingly dexterous at both fingering 
and plucking, but his style is one 


that you either go for or dont. Per- 
sonally, this reviewer would just as 
soon listen to Charlie Christians’ re- 
cordings W ood. 


‘Pin-Up’ Tune Plugs Swim 


staged | 


Cap’s Hutton Reissue 


“Happy Go-Lucky Lo- | 


Speedup on ASCAP Board Verdicts 





| 


| Tempo Invades Eastern 


Linked to 3d Try for Amended Bylaw 


+ American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers is for the 
| third time trying to convince writer 
| and publisher members that a 

certain amendment to the bylaws, 
| defeated by them the last two times 





Sales Via Jim Rawley 


Invading the east, Tempo Records, | out, is a wise move. Amendment is 
| Coast diskery, is setting up a subsid | the one which would allow any 


'in Philadelphia known as 
| Atlantic to handle 
| tion of its 

| Milestones of 
| Firm's 


| 


| 





|have been 


| ings of it selling on the black mar- 
the spark | 


| 


when these 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








| for 


ciation with that label. 


Tempo- | group of members of the 


board of 
directors to deliver delayed decisions 
|} On problems, disputes or 
from decisions by 
7 miuttees. 

Amendment which ASCAP'’s board 
| seeks to revise works thusly: When- 
|} ever a group of board members that 
| sits in judgment on a question does 
| not deliver a final opinion at the 


physical distribu- ; 
appeals 
Various come 


first 
the 


album, “Musical 


Jewish People. 
musical director, Joe Venuti, 
fiddled the musical accompaniment 
to the baritoning of Pierre Gentile. 


Company has an all-GI personnel 


headed by ex-Col. Irving B. Fogel. | same meeting, then the ultimate 
| *-* . 
Sales exec Jim Rawley, who! we eonage must await _ meeting at 
‘ | which the same members are again 
ince lv rane j “Ir. | “* < ne 
gd os ang _ — is oo | present. Since ASCAP board meets 
! y Swinging through New Eng-| arp ac a ¢ ; Ba 
Df are as a rule never fully attended 
land lining up distribution outlets. and cal always by the ‘sal . wg 
: all € « . ; ~ Ih) men, 
Both Fogel and Rawley served with | 4), meant that import any le . 
ean : : us 1 al é importa aecisio! 
the Armed Forces Radio Services in | often were del wed for months 
the Mediterranez at “(7 tf eta ih 
lediterranean theatre. ASCAP wants to eliminate’ the 
Se oe bottleneck, seeking to revise the 


amendment so that any group of 
board members can deliver a deci- 
sion on a delayed problem regardless 


Of D La ? S of whether they had sat in on earlie 
octor wyer et discussions of it. 
Ballots went out on the amend- 


To Bally Return to Co. 


Capitol Records’ 
Betty Hutton, 
to that 


ment last week, returnable Dec. 17. 
Previous two tries to push it through 
were defeated two years running, 
mostly by writers who were suspi- 


first disk release 
who is returning 
label after a session with 


RCA-Victor, will be her biggest hit, | cious that publishers were trying 
“Doctor, Lawyer, Indian Chief.” to put something over on them. Last 
When Miss Hutton decided to quit | ’y was sponsored by Saul Born- 


stein; current one is backed by pres- 
ident Deems Taylor. 


Capitol and go to Victor she made 
the decision in the middle of the 
run of “Doctor,” and as a result Cap- 
itol stopped pressing the disk. 
However, there has been a constant 
demand for her version of the song Compass Record Co., 
ever since; as a matter of fact, there | in distribution of 
reports of dubbed disk- | disks, releasing its first album this 
week. Catalog includes works of 
ket for as high as $10 apiece. In re- | standard Russian composers such as 
issuing it, therefore, Capitol feels | Tschaikovsky and Shostakovich and 
that the song will give Miss Hutton even a few Russki jazz platters. 
sharp impetus for her second asso-| William Morris, Jr. 
'U. S. outfit. 





USSR Disks in U. S. 
specializing 
imported Soviet 





heads the 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Piayed Week On Date 
Emil Coleman*... Waldorf (400; $2).. ‘oeibieesece © 2.775 18.700 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400: $1.50-$2)..........006 4 2,800 11,000 
| George Olsen.... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... & 1,100 5.175 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).. 4 1,900 7.725 
| Johnny BONG i463. Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 0 +750 750 
Johnny Pineapple Lexington 300; $1-$1.50)........... 3 1,100 3,750 
* Indicates Floor Show; at Waldorf, Jean Sabion, 
| t 3 days. 
alana 
Chicago 
Harry Cool (‘Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $2.50 min.). Cool 
opened okay Friday (23); last week of Anthony off with 4,300. 
Mel Cooper ‘Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50-$3.50 min.). 
Georgie Price in final week with strong 2,900. 
Stephen Kilsey ‘Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 700; $2-$2.50 
'min.). Cold spell hit this lake spot; off to 4,000. 
| Freddie Nagel (Empire Room, Palmer House; 700; $3-$3.50 min.). Evelyn 
Knight and revue, nice 4.200. 
| Joseph Sudy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $3-$3.50 min.). Mid- 
week cold snap cut to 3,100. 
Ted Weems ‘Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). New 





| 
| 


Suits and Thornton Beauts | 


Walter Thornton is reaping pub- 


licity from hometown sheets of prac- 


tically every gal in his svelte stable 


in a joint promotional tieup with | 
Mills Musie to boost himself and 
the pub’s current pop, “Get a Pin- 
Up Girl.” Gimmick is that whatever 
ithe town the Thornton model 
hails from, she is supposed to have 
provided the “inspiration” for Don 


| Wolf's 


number. Thornton models 


|adorn the tune’s cover 


|company have bought 
l|apiece from Mills. 


‘tion has been lined up with 
| and 


Both Thornton and Lee swim suits 
3.000 copies 
Further promo- 
Hearn’s 
Macy's department stores in 
New York, where the cover 
will appear in person in a three way 
| bally—plugging Thornton, the tune 
and the suit, 


; 
models | 


| 


revue, firm 4,500. 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900: $1-$1.50; indef.). Perked up to nice 
2.800. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore: 900: $1-$1.50; indef.). Biz okay here. too, with 


2,600 on hand for Morgan 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Russ Carlyle ‘Blackhawk; 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). 


with fancy 4,100. 


Carlyle doing fine job 


Gay Claridge ‘Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.). Let it rain or snow; Sophie 
Tucker, Willie Shore and Bobby Breen; big 6,300. 
Eddie Howard ‘Aragon: $0.90-$1.15 adm.). First week spoiled by weath- 


er: good 18,000, but could have done better. 
Buddy Shaw ‘Latin Quarter; 700; $3.50 min.). 

biz: 3.900. 
Lawrence Welk 


Willie Howard doing fine 


$0.90-$1.15 adm.). 


(Trianon: Nice 16,000. 


(Los Angeles) 

Desi Arnaz ‘Ciro's. N, Hollywood), 
ting fine 3,000 with Carmen Cavallaro, who closed. 

Bob Crosby (Avodon, B, Los Angeles, 2nd wk). 
opener by 500, scooting to 6,000 

Jan Garber ‘Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 11th wk). 
too, with 5,600. 

Vido Musso ‘Meadowbrook, B, “Culver City, 3rd wk). 
an improvement over last frame. 


Arnaz bowed Wednesday +26), split- 
Crosby bettered his 
Things picking up here, 


Small 4,000, but 


Van Tomkin’s Stardusters ‘Trianon, B, South Gate, 3rd wk). Three 
nights for Tomkin and one for Spade Cooley brought out 2,700. 
Orrin Tucker (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 2nd wk). Bit of a hike 


here, too, with 5,800. 


Tommy Tucker (Palladium, B,-Hollywood). Tucker split tidy 12,000 with 


‘Jerry Wald, who closed over weekend. 
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Alm . s Signed | 
Cosmo Internal Blowup Almost ereery Seeks Signed Music Notes 
0S p Pact on lic Royalty | 
; Harry Holden to Edward B. Marks as Pacific Coast sales manage, 
Mercury Records Cnicage nese, Mack Goldman in from New York on business-pleasure trip Vic Bla ue 
a ts ren paige al ll in 0 ast. week circularized New York | wpyHc. back from Shreveport, La Jeanette MacDonald will ¢} . % 
usic publishers seeking signed! vitor Herbert's “Sweethearts” for “Birds and the Bees” at M 
Following the collapse of t ! along because the pres- agreements CONSENTS hes ery Logefr Jack Gutshall will distribute Hucksters label on the Coast....Al Salome 
we fi rent of a 1%4c. royalty, in lieu of ‘ontact man f Mills Musi No replacement as yet Abe 
P P : t Pictures. (¢ oO ire of the ir stock weight finally did ne tend Se wer cide. for sii is contact man fol I as yet... be Olman 
; trick to ease out Bank He len eh . , *y about Dee. 1 for official opening of Harry Warren Musi 7 
olitan Recora ht m , wever. didn’t waste time \ 0 sbihes ; Lowered — alty lebrated with a dinner party at the Vine Street Derbys 
a rathe ‘are ; her dapeaesae I Welch a Vivi ill chirp 3 
, R if | I Lo lé to .X uSsl ( 
) ) it jumped tk the our rm } | ) and Ra KF i will COMpo score fo Lalal 
: — . of } ' Thi te , , 1. I ) N1 epee of M raft Record ta 
4 . To take ’ re { aq agreement e Coa tra we Wei Chung Loh’s eight sid , 
, ) i Ha B l A ve . Lusi ) " i albu form, released nationally b Mu 
: . 7 \ T Wa ¢ ( I hirp on the Meredith Willso 
‘ " W 4 yt ‘ t Bla il WI) e | a ad oing into the Bocage 
' ;, . c¢ . i Nt j la Ex isive Records singe and Jack Daley ( 
Harry Weiner and Rubin Uslande: M - R . u C m : em down to that price, that 1 fla collabing on screen treatment of “The Blues City chror if 
of the Distillers Factors Cory Wall se an i wet aera — present Gay jaz mn New Orlean Aaron Gor zalez compl ted Spanish 
street firm which poured considet shaolin lelaaie of both Seve would version Of tunes for amend "| —— of a eat Loui Forb 
able money into the firm last spring: , be pressed both there and at Mercu- Band Review Se-piece pisenen Ae poo arle wer: \¢ abulous Dorse ing 
(2) Weine1 and Uslandet turned the | ry's (¢ sind plant, which is tins sec | Juggy Gayles and Feist severed connections in N. Y., Gayles going into 
firm over to Nick Wells their rep more production than Mercury at | own publishing business with Jackie Gale in United Music “Best. Man” 
resentative with Co mo evel since present ean use for 7 own neoes SY OLIVER ORCH. (17) song, held by Vanguard Songs, was picked up by Harry Tenney on N Y. 
the start of the association ~ That may still go through regard- Zanzibar, N. Y. street corner after listening to writers Fred Wise and Roy Alfred demon. 
after several days, the two investol — of what happens internally with At this early stag: in iis develop strate it without music Herb Montei, Tenney’'s California boss. slapped 
and Wells ere all for tos the Cosmo nent, Sy Oliver’s band solid. In | down $500 advance Bill Adler new midwestern sales rep for Music Pub- 
ball back to Banl At the moment What seems to have put Wells and tradition of the pre-war and | jichers Holding 
1 obody knows where they tana his cohorts in a frame of mind to ia-Wal heyday of the big Glenn ae ; ———— i 
Meetings are almost constantly be-| toss Cosmo back to Bank after eet i ~ ey in peesard ee | 
wine CC eo fy ; ayin 1e@ «same arrangemen 
ine held to determine Cosmos fu- squeezing him out was the fact that | ee” nea ae famous then, plus the | T. D. Sued m 206 | Top Tunes for Your Books 
ture Bank, who had been staving Off] Ojiver styling molded to new pop | : ; 
Bank’s wrangling with Weiner and | ‘reditors rather successfully re- | numbers, it all sounds good In Contract Breach; An All-Time Favorite 
Uslander finally turned up the mat- | ™ovec himself from their path, and With only a hort week's rehearsal ’ 
tel of who owns the controlling ; the former, who have coin coming} before going into the Zanzibar, and | 5 D Cl ° FXA TLY 
. linear « from the firm, thus r-oved in fast almost all of that time spent on the | nar on ot aire 
stock in Cosmo Weiner and his | show's numbers, band seems to | 
partner apparently have had the need a little more time to loosen up. Raleigh, N. C., Nov. 26 
nn i oe Currently it shows looseness in some Tommy Dorsey's $10,000 date for | L | K F 
"wis eis ae ees of the tricky arrangements Oliver |two days’ work at the U. of North 
WB- Lucky Strike | produces. Later on opening night, | Carolina, at nearby Chapel Hill, was 
ae SS | a Friday (22), the seemed to relax, | marred during the last few minute: y 
TOP HITS * YESTERDAY /——— Continued from page 47 Seem | and the musicianship wes tine. a of dancing on the final night, Satur- 
eS : in U. S. District Court. Decision 8 oe hy rd gg ty pain vr Bie | day (23), with the serving of papers | m 
jin this action, by Remick Music in | ing name instrumentalists but a gen- be .D. in a breach of comsract suit Music by eee 
¢ R EAT P ° PU tA R a f th cong “It Had To Be eral average of excellent sidemen. | filled by the Order of the Grail, uni- | JIM Y M 
penal 6 —— At this point no vocalists have been | versity fraternity:which hired him M cHUGH 
STANDARDS TODAY You”, asking $100,000 damages, WaS | cet with the band, Oliver taking the | Suit asks $20,000 damages, accusing Shapiro-Bernstein 
deferred by Judge Knox until the} reins im that department also. | Dorsey for alleged failure to present | 
higher court made its decision, with | Oliver's easy personality makes him | the number of musicians, singer, etc. | —_ — 
re ee ee . hat |a good front for the —¥ — bi | called for in the contract. 
bereerene et he Wee Sew nae ety sages Hien alecky poo | University people claim Dorsey After all is said and done . . 
| opinion emcees the show in relaxed fashion. | had agreed to supply 36 musieians There is really only one 
On the success so far of the Ad- | Band shows versatility in cutting the | for a concert and dance Instead 
vance action hangs, for the first | act portions of the evening's work, |only 19 musicians appeared. Dorsey 
time, the possibility that publishers too. 2 ee _ says he dropped his femme string 
b section, which had worked with him 
will be able to ensure accuracy in on a concert tour through the mid- 
rating tunes by Lucky Strike. Con- On the Upbeat |} west, the previous night in Rich- Words by Benny Davis 
stantlv, over past years, there have } mona, and, instead, took to the Music by Con Conrad & J. R. Robinsen 
; : New York school date the acts which worked 
jbeen sharp objections to the tunes , ; with him on the tour, including | Now a 20th Century-Fox 
| heralded on the program as the Glen Gray. orchestra not off Decca lsinger Dorothy Claire St ort Stee Technicolor Hit 
| leading 10 of the nation. based on|label: company, Gray and Cork | eee esti and ‘Win 2 ait . 7 = 
sheet sales, recordings, requests to | O'Keefe, band’s manager, involved | noid ‘dita whe aa Pole . D tle - 
| bandleader: diskbox popularity, |in negotiating new deal to replace TD pee po lly Pee cn MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
| > ; > ar . ; « 9o . . « s c 
- lek cee te a for the date actually catled for only |] '619 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 
Advance claimed in its suit that 





arrengements, weite or. phone fe 
Oe Manager, 





The Bie ay 1619 Broadway, 
- New Yor ork 19, ‘Circle 6-2939 . 





atin: 


the “Hit Parade selects these songs 
arbitrarily and _ capriciously 
iselected improperly and without a 


{true survey in order to create sus- 
pense, introduce variety and other- 
| wise stimulate interest of the public 
/in the program, and to permit the 
|performers on the program to sing 
the songs which they are most 
jcapable of rendering effectively, 
and to meet the personal taste of the 
\officials of American Tobacco” 
| That, 


| 


contention of major publishers 


Judge Loughran, in his opinion, 


; decided that the second of three 

: | causes of action was the one that 
jheld merit. He found, “the de- | 
|fendants are wantonly causing 


| damage to the plaintiff by a system | 


in a nutshell has long been the | 


| Tommy Dorsey’s musicians will shift 
" | over to new band being built by 
| Ziggy Elman under Music Corp. 
| management 
| renewed Modernaires Les 
| Brown’s last dates with current band 





will be recording jobs three days 
running in New York, beginning 
Dec. 17; thereafter he planes west 


jto rest at Beverly Hills home until 
| reorganization in February for 
| March 14 Palladium opening. . 

Stan Kenton’s rhythm section taking | 


theatre. N.Y., from rhythmakers of 
Machito’s orchestra now at La Con- 
go, N.Y.; Kenton’s idea to vary 
his pacing more Gala Records | 
releasing Dwight Fiske recordings. 


| Hollywood 


1s 


; : i , Rz a} . , »stre ‘ 
of conduct on their part which | Boyd aeburn orchestt a Hank 
. McCune, Peggy Lee, the Gothwyn 

| warrants an inference that they | - “ 

intend harm of that type.” Girls, Errol Garner and the Crew 

<paaeMballme P ssi | Chiefs entertained at a University 
|} of Southern Cal. rally Friday (22). 
Capt. Mario Azzolina, discharged | Carl “Deacon” Moore named 
from the Air Corps last week, joins | jockey for new “Home Hour for 


' 

| Victor Lombardo’s band in Memphis 
| Friday (29) as vocalist. He’l use the 
| moniker of Mark Carter as ¢ 
crooner. 















Hollywood's 


Band Sensation 


OHNNIE “Scat” DANS 


and His Orchestra 






Featuring 


NADINE VAUGHN ® JEFFLANE © ARTHUR DAVIS 


Currently f 


BAND BOX, CHICAGO 


EXCLYSIVE MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE 


Ar 


bh 


GLASER, Pres. 
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Western Folks” on KXLA five nights 
la week Hal Pruden orchestra 


goees into St. Francis hotel. San 
| Francisco, Jan. 14 for eight weeks, | 


moving up from Rio del Mar 
'Monterey Bay Carlos 
trained for New York, Monday 
(25) . Linda Stevens vocalist with 
Dick St ibile’s new orch 


Cleveland 


Marilyn Grady quit George Duffy | 


out 





. Columbia Records ! 


| 


| 








latin tempo instruction at Paramount | 


| 


| 


| 





hotel, | 
Gastel | 


crew at Statler to become vocalist 
for Ray Benson, who opens at 
Pelham Heath, N. Y., Dec. 3 
Spike Jones had to cancel pop con- 
cert at Masonic Hall Dec. 4, set by 
James Ryan, co-owner of Crystal 
Beach Park, because of conflicting 
previous commitment. To Ohio 
State Phonogreph Merchants Assn. 
. Bob Edwards, vocalist for Sam- 
|my Watkins at Hollenden, joined | 
|Ted Weems at Chicagos Hotel 
| Steve n Kay Kyster reported to 
ibe financing Charlie Tend. owner 
of defunct Lotus Gardens, in new 
Los Angeles cafe venture Art 


| Hotel Cleveland until first 
Five Red Caps set at Golden 
Dragon Club for month plus at 
reputed $1,650 per stanza, with Dick 
Jackson booking ... 


of year 





Jarrett’s contract being renewed by | 


| 
| 


16 musicians and did not include the 
string section and had no provision 
at all for the show. which he threw 
in gratis. 

Suit, hurriedly filed in 
Court, Orange County, calls for the 
compiainant to file a bill of particu- 
lars by Dee. 12 and Dorsey to answer 
within a month. A sheriff served 
Dorsey with the papers. When he 
got the latter, Dorsey stepped up to 
the mike and read its contents to the 
dancers at the shindig. 


Dorsey's Singer 


Snarl 
Back in New York for the frst 
| time in six months or so, following 


| the breakup of his orchestra, Dorsey 
ran into another nip-up over the 
weekend which may wind up in his 
not playing the Capitol theatre, N.Y., 


over the holidays with an all-802 
band, Dorsey's stand on Dorothy 
| Claire, singer who worked with hjm 


on one-nighter recently, caused the 
trouble. He insists that she play the 
Cap with him. 
Loew theatre 
the Capitol’s 
against his 


bookers, 
shows, 
requesi 


who buy 
are adamant 
They say Miss 


| Claire played the State theatre, N.Y., 


six months ago and cannot play the 
Capitol with him. Taffy-pull was 
still going on zoster say (Tuesday ). 


Superior | 




















by CASE KUSBY 


I'M GLAD | TOOK THE OMNIBUS! 


“Theres 
Are Listed In 
Tune-Dex” 


dv 


3 Great Songs 


Each—A Winner 
NITE-CAP 


GUST OF WIND | 


1536 No. al Ave 
Hellywood 27, Calif. 






a 














on 





THANKS to Bob for 
the new novelty tune 


“Don’t Wear Slacks 


network. 


Gordon Music Publishers 


introducing 


Pretty Baby’’ 


the Bob Smith Show over NBC 


1686 Grand Concourse 
Bronx, N. Y. City 



































— SANTLY-JOY. 
1619 Broadway, 


WHEN THE ORGAN 
PLAYED AT TWILIGHT 


WALLACE-CAMPBELL-CONNELLY 


Inc. 
New York 
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Tommy Valando, Gen. Prof Mar 
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Inside Stufl—Orchestras-Music 


Dave Dexter, of Capitol Records’ 
does or doesn’t stick his neck out by criticizing plat- 
That?” weekly on KLAC, 


lots of pro-and-con discussion in Coast music circles. 


| 
tion of whether editor monthly ! 


ig. “Capitol News,” 


ters reviewed on “Can You Tie Hollywood, is one 


that gets Because 


of hic job with Capitol, it’s claimed by some that Dexter leans over back- 
) i ad 
wds for disks from that plattery. Guy hotly denies such favoritism, 
howe ‘laiming he has taken some hefty pokes at variou Cap Spl! 
; | 
ling some v Jol iy Mercer, pre of the outfit Cited are 
ec | ) I Vest ip ica rector g 
¢ ‘ ) ’ " a ingement D Sa Dx Lue 
' 1 poke at € tating affectation of Cootie W 
ano 
} ( ¢ Vie € for or ite e to 
1 
F Dexte 
Musicians’ “Studio Committee has lost its semi-official identification | 
since James C. Petrillo, AFM prexy, ordered disbanding of all such groups 
i x . = 
vithin Los Angeles Local 47; however, group continues to function with- 
out former quasi-recognition and sanction Petrillo, once very receptive 
+9 group, which was largely Instrumental in swinging new picture studio 
contracts, has withdrawn has favor, frowning on intra-union activities that 
allegedly threaten to become political or disrupting due to pres re o 
ocal administration. However, studioite meetings continue to be held anc 
1 be nee rael < not nterpreted ; mean) De 
I Tere Teq I eTTel] t é 
A system to lessen the highly competitive Los Angeles disk jockey field 
is being tacitly proposed by one of the leading record riders. Suggestion 
is that the key boys, at least, reach an agreement whereby on who will 
work whe! and sometimes on what Idea is to split the clock, with each 
being allocated an exclusive stret of time in which to operate thereby 
eliminating the bucking and fighting for audiences Other facet of the 
plan is individually to subscribe to a given type of music so all would not 
be featuring the same kind of stuff, giving audiences the opportunity of 
selecting a pre ference by taste 
Los Angeles music retailers are beefing at platter distributors about the 
record sales booth set up in the Taft Building-Owl drugstore at Hollywood | 
and Vine to push Enterprise's disking of Paul Page’s “Kilroy Was Here.” 
Drug outfit Btvetlteare it’s an experiment, and that if it goes over the whole 
chain will be stacked with records, just as dimestores are throughout the 
country. Various record shops, as a result, are putting the heat on distribs 
and while no plan for concerted action has as yet been worked out, are 
reported set to gang up in an effort to keep the drug net’s deal from spread- 


ing further. 

Rare instance of a tune being banned from the networks solely because | 
of its title and not because of risque lyrics is that of Merle Travis’ hill- 
billy item, which he’s waxed for Capitol Records, titled “Divorce Me COD.” 


Song has been building for the last few 


| double-header policy. 


weeks and is now one of the top | 


Aragon Doubles Bill 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
effort to hypo attendance, 


ballroom is inaugurating a 
Starting Dec. 
17, Ocean Park terpalace will fea- 
ture bands of Art Kassel and Dick 
Stabile. 


In an 
Aragon 





Kassel bows Dec replacing Jan 
Garber, and will share the podium 
Ste ng Young till Stabile 


Atlantic City Diskbox 
War Brewing Over 
Actions ol ‘Union’ 


Nov. 26. 
bars a taverns 
Dy members ol 
Licensed Beverage 


operated 


Dealers As 


sociation will be removed 
Dec. 4 unless distrfbutors and op- 
erato ot the music boxes move to 
ean up what the saloon men term 
a state wide acket.” This was de- 
Té I eda aft a eet £ oft tne org 
f 2 ) ( John C. Woulfe 
1 r N tne na Y I 
atio 1 the tate as “a racket of 
e wor: ort and one which we 
are daetermined to wipe out at any 
eid 
Beverage r ilef gripe is that 
they are not allowed to put in their 
own machines, or a machine of any 
<ind othe than those distributed 
by one or two operators here. In ad- 
ditio iey must kick in a five buck 
veekly “service harge”’ to the dis- 
ioutors, 
Distributors are members of a 


Trenton “electrical union” 


acts as the club. Affiliated with the | 
AFL, if there is “trouble” the union 
uis up a picket line and beer 
vers wont crash it and neithez 
vill most other liquor truck drivers, 
not to mention all the others who | 
belong to unions, In a few days with 
no beer, no ice, no liquor, etc., the 
| saloon owner decides he has had 
enough. Woulfe asserts the same | 
condition exists all over the state | 


jukebox favorites in various locations where such tunes get a big play; d he believes that it is even na- 

however, because it’s about a guy who's happy about getting unhitched | tonal 
no amount of soaping of lyrics will appease the nets. | Fireworks started here a month 
ais |}or sO ago when two new operators 
De: _ | Started to put boxes out and refused 

It won't officially be the Harry Warren Music Co. till Jan, 1, when Abe |,, ioin the union. 

Olman is due on the Coast from N. Y. to host at a party welcoming the Union picketed the places using 
addition that will change Metro’s Big Three—Robbins, Feist and Miller the new machines and the “regular” 


into the Big Four. Metro music boss has made reservation at the American 
Room of the Vine Street Brown Derby for the affair. 


Recent acquisitions of music pub Carl Fischer are catalogs of William 
A. Pond & Co. and Robert Ellis. Former’s catalog, launched in 1820, 
cludes such compositions as sundry editions of G & S “Mikado.” Ellis’ 
catalog, more recently established, is largely confined to choral publica- 
tions. 


Roger Wolfe Kahn who, during the late ‘20s was riding a crest as a 
bandleader and musical comedy author, is now a test pilot for Grumman 
aviation at Bethpage, L. I. During the war, son of the late international 
banker Otto Kahn, handled some of the hottest fighting planes and tor- 
pedo bombers. He's now testing some of the newer model jet planes. 





Rube Goldberg, N. Y. Sun cartoonist and famed for his screwy inven- 
tions, has authored a book of recitations with humorous drawings for 
children in “Music at the Zoo” published by Mills Music. Goldberg's 


recitations are set to music by Michael Edwards. 


in- | 


| distributor got his machine back in 


in short order. 





Metro Disker Seeks 


Helen Forrest Pact 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
M-G-M label, new recording sub- 
sidiary of Metro Pictures, is dicker- 
| ing with Helen Forrest. If a contract 
| goes through it will be signed be- 
| fore the week is out but won’t be 
effective until after Jan. 1. M-G-M 
|firm won't be in operation by then 
| anyway. 
| Miss Forrest's Decca contract has 


‘until Jan. 1 to run, but a mutual 


parting was arranged by Bill Burton, | 


‘Miss Forrest’s manager. 


which | 


| tee Ses 


| proved 


| Jones as his opposition. 


Each Recording Would Be Covered 
By Separate License Via Pub Move 





| Owen Gets 60 Days To 


Pay Up or Jail Term 


foledo, 0., N 26 
Dona B. Owens ¢ N 18 
re Hf ¢ davs Wl ( 
, , his LaCasa de 
Rio Music Publishing ( and wa 
varnet t a ire to da Ss 
‘ t ir ation of a endec 
€ té ary tel S¢ 
tion last June f sale 
of unregistered securities 
Owens was brought before Judge 
Thomas J. O’Connor by Edward 
Buckenmyer, assistant county prose- 
utor, who asked that the prison 
sentence be made effective, because 
more than 25 aspiring songwriters 
and investors in the publishing firm 
complained of Owen’s failure to 
comply with a court order that theii 
oney and manuscripts be returned 
Owe aimed he had been u 
Dié¢ eet fully the conditions 
ich the prison sentence was 
| pended because Toledo police had 
not returned any company records 
to h intil Oct, 29 


| Menhennick Quits 


Local 47 Prexy 
Race, ‘No Glamor’ 


Nov. 26. 
Slate for biennial election of of- 
ficers of Local 47, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, is minus one presi- 
Ray Menhennick, 
“Studio 
which was influential 
in winning wage increases and 
working conditions for 


Hollywood, 


candidate 
of the 


dential 
Sp< arhead 


im- 
stu- 


dio musicians, bowed out of the race 
officially last week—‘because the 
iob holds no glamor for me.’ He 


is, however, running for board of 


directors 


Spike Wallace, meanwhile, who's 
been local prez for the past s)x 
| years, is running again, with Tommy 


Latter said 
run independently 


“No special priv- 


llast week he'll 
on a platform of 
| ile ges to any group.” 
| All requests of 
tee,’ meanwhile, for organization of 
committees within Local 47 to meet 
and discuss with representatives of 
the various fields of musical em- 
ployment the problems of their re- 
spective fields, were turned down 
by Wallace. 

Answering another request of the 
studioites—that an investigation be 
made of the 16m field, royalties, 


said that such an 
already being conducted, but tnat 
results of the probe can’t be made 





| concerned.” 


“Studio Commit- | 


wired music and television—Wallace | 
investigation is | 


at this time because it forms “the | 
basis for future negotiations be- 
tween the AFM and the industries 


+ An attempt is being made by New 


| York music publishers to revise con- 
tracts for the mechanical usages of 
songs so that each master cut of a 
tune by a recording company w be 
« ( an ] l ijual license 
4 ( ¢ A S \ ] ( ¢ 
| e so es 
‘ Va 1€ evisea agree- 
e S are a ed main] at - 
x f ec¢ l 8 OL re ed 1 es 
B t e r g t 
e€ ¢ ee€ i A T 
( k ~ l n ft ( [- 
ficulties still rampant two ways are 
inusual at the moment. 
In years gone by, mechanical con- 
tracts often were written calling for 
royalty terms to the publisher of le 


a side sometimes less, as against 
the current 1%c vr 2c. When these 
tunes are revived, recording com- 
panies market either pressings of 
the old masters or entirely new ones 
on the basis of the original lice + 
aq at the original royalty quota- 
( J 8 Same iicense and fee are 
extenaed to cover any other record- 
ngs of the same tune by other arts 
sts on the same label 
Publishers want to halt this prac- 
tice They want each recording of 
tune covered by a separate license, 
and in the event of a revival even 
| the reissuing of an old master will 
| have to be eovered by a new, mod- 
ern license at proper royalty rates. 
Whether they will maintain their 
stand, however, is another ean on, 


DAVE DREYER PLANS T0 
SOLO INTO MUSIC BIZ 


Dave Dreyer, general professional 
manager of Irving Berlin’s music 
|terests for a number of years, is 
terested in going into the music biz 
on his own. He had a deal going for 
a while to purchase the Chelsea, 
Viking and Saunders catalogs from 
Irv Gwirtz, former Musicraft Rec- 
ords partner, who took those firms 
with him when he left that setup. 

Gwirtz, however, quoted a price, 
it’s of $60,000 for the three 
and Dreyer lost interest. At 
Dreyer assertedly has 
negotiations going. 


} 


Commit- | 
recently 


in- 
in- 


Said, 
catalogs, 
the moment, 


no othe: 





L.A. House Drops Costly 
Orchestras for a While 


Los Angeles, Nov. 26. 

Name bands on the expensive side 
are out for the next few months at 
the Million Dollar Theatre. High 
costs are cited by Sherrill Corwin, 
|operator of the downtown Los An- 
|gefes spot, aS main reason for the 
ban. 

Carmen Cavallaro is set week of 
Jan. 7. Coming up before that are 
{Armando Orifiche and the Havana- 
|Cuban Boys; Pearl Bailey; a circus 


show for Christmas week; the Three 
| Stooges; and, for New Year’s, Tito 
Guizar. Count Berni Vici’s Minstrel 
Show is current. 
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The Calls cre TERRIFIC for 


THAT’S HOW MUCH | LOVE YOU 


By EDDY ARNOLD, WALLY FOWLER and J. GRAYDON HALL 
By Arrangement With Wallace Fowler Publications 


We Are Now the Publishers of This Song 


Introduced in Nashville and Sweeping the eing 


= 


Already recorded 
by 
EDDY ARNOLD 
Victor No. 20-1948-A 





‘Now being recorded by 


ALL 


OUTSTANDING 


ARTISTS 


VOGUE MUSIC CORP 


1619 Broadway af 
EDWIN H. MORRIS & COMPANY 


as q . ° ° 
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New York 
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ontreal’s New Curfew on Niteries 
Civing Bistro Ops Plenty Headaches 


Montreal, Nov. 26 cense, and it paid the ops to shell 
%¢ 6if 3 . roh+ «t + 
New clampdown on Montreal : out i it brought customers . 
terie i danceries, based on at da One of the reasons for the op 
‘ aii afl Lite i> ( ( . 
t ill sntertainment sot mtimistic stand is the tax (amo 
Dp floor 3} ) al : 3! a 
t Y 
{ ring Weer i I I . 
yy f 
i into a tret itl aN ' 
ne fron Pol nn tas a $25.000-$30.000 w k e ie 
ilneé ( i é i ( 
’ 7) contrib $8.000 0.000 to the go 
ind Dufresne Wed i‘ ) . . d5 - DOI 4 
\t the weekend, most of t! bo tr ry. M ly tha ) 
; ‘ ‘ \ CAR I | aq a 
ve joints had not yé bey ec ; 
; te NI ti , 
ul were : A . 
ly re ntil some sort of test SE ere elt 1G Qul a 
‘ ts shut dow! 
made folowing issuing ) sun ‘ ‘ 
} , The way the matter stands now is 
1 es . 2 : 
, that night spots and dance halls have 
Tig ning 1 ) 10urs does not ; , ; 
Tightening up = l : received warning, and when these 
lude rr sales whic are a 
lude liquor sa ich age were ignored, summonses. But 
lawe 9 ; aily except Sat- 
lowed until 2 a.m. = : ; xce] thev’re still continuing on previous 
affects only dancing ana . : 
irday, but aff = . = ov .,| basis until the air clears 
entertainment This means that : bata 
pavees can elbow-bend until 2 a. 
though they won't be able to dances . 
ee floor shows [ iquor iaw States 
ard liquor sales are verbote! e 
from midnight Saturaay unt nid 
night Sunday, though you can get 


<n Stoller to Coast 
Some bonifaces said that the e 
impdown will mean curtains [01 
them if the law is enforced to the Morris Stoller, comptroller of the 
fullest degree. However, they| William Morris agency, N. Y is 
weren't pessimistic as yet but were| slated for a Coast berth after Jan. 1, | 
content to wait and see what hap-|as general manager of that branch 
pens late | Stoller was originally slated to 
Present move by city police fol- | assume that post two months ago, 
lows provincial action a few months | ut several resignations in the 


avo that stopped floor shows at mid accounting dept. forced him to stay 


night Saturday until midnight Sun-) N Y ; 
day Stoller. a long time William Morris 
T — tne — put employee, while in the Army was | 
iwuen 1ese aws were \ . . ene ; > 
us ' chief auditor of the “Winged Vic- | 
through vears ago, Montreal was 


tory” company 


ZWICKER ELECTED PREZ 
OF PHILLY AGENT GROUP 


still known as one of the most wide- 
open towns on the continent, ang 
for this reason: authorities were con- 
tent to adopt a shut-eye attitude as 
long as the folks spent coin of which 














a healthy slice went for taxes. Be- 

»s this, any spot that had shows ; ; ays 
soe Ee, ay _— vi Philadelphia, Nov. 26 
on Sunday, paid the usual fine and 

° - yy a ka ‘eferan agent 
continued as before. The fines for Edward C. Zwicker, veteran agent 
Tal > "sy +} > ¢ hy > iy ) 

Sunday showings became almost a | Was elected president of the En 
; tertainment Managers Assn of 

aaa _ semen Philadelphia last week James 





Loughran was re-elected veepee 


Ritter 
treas 


Others chosen 
eC ond 


urel 


were Harry 
James Smith 
Charles 


veepee: 
and Joel 
| Directors elected for a year 
| Richard Mayo. former executive 
| secretary of the Philadelphia AGVA; 
| William Griffith, Eddie Suez, and 
| Thomas Cavanaugh. Directors for 
two-year terms were James Lough- 
ran and Harry Ritter. 


secretary 


were 





HELENE and HOWARD 
‘Comedy 
JUST CLOSED 
RKO PALACE, CLEVELAND 
Opening Nov. 29th, FARLE, PHILA. 
Dir.: MATTY BOSEN 


| tion and discussed plans for forming 
|}a national organization, 





| Joe Laurie’s Lad Surprises 
With Nifty War Record 


After all this time, Joe Laurie, Jr. 
just found out that his 26-year old 
son, Joe Laurie III, cut an impres- 
sive record of military achievements 
during the war. Serving as a volun- 
teer 
RAF, the junior Laurie shot down 
nine enemy bombers and six fighters. 

Among his citations are the Croix 
de Guerre, two Bronze Stars and an 
Oak Leaf. 

















































———— __--_S ___________} 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOW BUILDING ANNEX 





in the RAF and the Canadian | 


Tower, K.C., Sets Vaude | 
After 25% Hike to Piterew | 


Kansas City, Nov. 26. 


Vaude returns to the Tower stage 
it 


h Sally Rand unit as stageshow | 
x the week beginning Friday (28). 


It 
Stage relights with a policy similar 


to that in force when stageshows 
were dropped last September when 
ition for renewal ol 
yntract failed to jell 
ict will be made TI a 
lay ) 
tra p nore than 21 shows pet 
‘ v calls for hree shovy 
wy da four on Saturdays and 
sunday New contract increase tine 


pav about 


25: 


Copa, N. Y., May 
Settle With AGVA 


Negotiations were reopened this 
between American Guild of 
Variety Artists and Monte Prose 
opel of the Copacabana, N. Y 
toward reaching an amicable agree 
ment and forestall summary 
of the talent union, which has cited 
the spot unfair as of Friday (29) 
Controversy stems from Proser’s 
alleged refusal to pact closed 
agreement with the union and 
cash security commensurate 
his weekly talent budget. It's 
derstood Proser offered to 
surety bond with the union, which 
latter nixed, and then later agreed 
to post cash covering salaries other 
than Joe E. Lewis, spot’s headliner. 
This offer, too, was turned down 


Week 


ator 


post 
with 

un- 
post 


ing 

were 
would 
Howey er, 


the Copa that 
settled in the 
be ordered out Friday night 
it’s likely the may 
straightened out before then 


unless matters 


interim they 


matte. 
be 


Owner’s Death Not To 
Effect Operation Of 
Coronet Club, Philly 


Sudden death of Joe Kravits, 
operator of the Coronet club, Phil- 
adelphia, Thursday (21), is seen as 


having no effect on spot’s operation 


Kravits died of a heart attack, a 
few hours after leaving the club. 
Farlier that evening, he had made 


an amicable arrangement with Harry 
{ Richman, headlining the show there, 
for release from his date. Richman 


| requested that he be let go because | 
a ee | The group adopted a new constitu- | 


of the poor business wave prevalent 
| in all Philly clubs. 
| Club will be continued by Dallas 
| Gerson, Kravits’ partner, and a son- 
| in-law of Kravits, 
| Spot, however, has 
| trim budgets. They’re asking all top- 
liners that have been signed to post- 
pone dates until business picks up. 
Arthur Fisher, who books the club, 
said that a new policy with cheaper 
| acts will be put into effect. 








-AGVA Pacts New Deals 


| 
| 


| Matt Shelvey, national head of 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
returned to New York, Monday (25) 
after a quickie to the Coast to pact 
deals with Ciro’s and Ear! Carroll's, 


Hollywood, whose previous con- 
tracts with the talent union had 
| expired. 


| Accerding to Shelvey there had 
been some misunderstanding be- 
tween Carroll and AGVA as to ten- 
ure of contract signed between the 
| former and previous administration 
of AGVA in which pact would be 
automatically renewed from year to 
year unless either party notified the 
other that it did not intend to re- 
new. 

Shelvey stated that Carroll had 
been notified that union was not re- 
newing former pact and that a new 
contract was being drawn up. Car- 
roll claimed he had not received 


huddled later, according to She!vey. 
Carroll was in accord with the new 
terms and signed the pact. 





Witteried Due in U. S. 









iM Manne 


AW wish i ( le ARS a. = 


Paris, Nov. 26. 

Jim Witteried, American talent 
agent headquartering in Paris, is 
due back in the U. S. shortly to get 
an 0.0. by medicos. Witteried, in 
France for many years, at one time 
agented in America. 

Last talent deal on the continent 
was the pacting of Daisy Daix with 


action 


shop | 


by AGVA which notified acts play- | 


decided to! 


" > 
With Ciro’s, Carroll’s, H’d' 


such notice. But after both parties Memphis Cop Buys Nitery 


———_____ 


Night Club Reviews 


Martha Raye, Ben Blue, Ben 
Lessy, Patti Moore, Sid Fields, Ben 
Yost Singers (5), Louis DaPron, | 


Matty Malneck Orch (14); $3-$3.50 


vive 


Ma a Raye, your slipping is 
R Tha ns i} in a tew 
A ie iddening fact that La 
Raye, vet so! tress, has gone sou 
yrette Dut Vill al indigo vel 
gea e. What é fellow leave ul 
done or unsaid the cruddy clam 
ake current at th pop nite spot 
Miss Rave does and says, depending 
nge ) t vocal and visual 
vn asthe il resortil to SOOLY 
lines ane tter doings. Entire show 
combines to pale even the most 
brazen Main street burley barns, 
from owner-performer Ben Blue to 


the star, 
Roste1 


Miss Raye, and stooges 

reads like the answer to 
whatever happened to vaudeville, 
what with Miss Raye, Blue, Ben 
Lessy (Oshins and), Patti Moore 
| (and Lewis), Sid Fields (acting and 
apparently writing blackouts), Ben 
Yost vocal group, et al But net 
result this is also what happened 
to bul got blue 
Be) Blue Lart it during t' din- 
ner period with a running gag that 
hardly fits with food, and Miss Raye 
| finales show with a new high in low- 


lesque 11 jus too 


| brow lines, suggestive posing and 
assorted smut 
Show consists of series of seven 


blackouts interspersed throughout 
|} an overly long and never more than 
|} mediocre program. When not broad, 
they’re plainly bawdy, being at best 
edited but not improved standard 
|burley skits. A couple are just plain 
| poor taste, e.g., travesty on President 
| Truman's pianologines and gagging of 
a psycho returned vet 
| There are two alleged production 
numbers, devised, assumedly, by 
| DaPron, but which lack everything, 
including lookable gals. DaPron is 
till doing his vaude terping single 
Miss Moore and Lessy, when not in- 


volved in other bits, put their com- 
| bined pipes to a special material 
| number of questionable merit. Blue 


| ducks in and out of a couple of bits 
apparently just to add blueing 
Yost boys, masquerading here 
Lind Bros., for some unknown rea- 
son, and on the double from Ken 
Murray's more polished empcrium, 
offer fair renditions of specially 
reated “Ejili, Eili.” “Pagliacci,” and 
South America. Take It Away.” 
La Rave really outdoes ‘em 
with her especially poor special ma- 
terial Her bit build 
uggestive posing and gestures, 
lines that are downright bawdy. Her 
numbers are “Got the Sun in the 
Morning.” “Pagannini,” and “Sunny 
Side of the Street.” Hurl. 


and 


% O'Clock. Miami 
Miami Beach, Nov. 22. 
Gracie Barrie, George Tapps, How- 
jard McCreery and Bartolo Orchs; 
$3:50 mii. 


Opening of this refurbished bistro 
marked the official getaway in the 
nitery sweepstakes for the season in 
this area. In a strong bid to snare 
back the class trade lost last year to 
the “name” heavy rooms, entrepe- 
neurs Sam and Joe Barken have 
gone to plenty expense in rebuilding 
the chi-chi spot, with a new policy 
of small, high budgeted shows, plus 
top cuisine and service. From the 
manner in which the cognoscenti 
| turned out for the preem, it looks 

like they'll hold their own when the 
bigger glitter rooms open in Decem- 
ber. 

Packed house was also an indica- 
tion of the draw power Gracie Bar- 
rie has built up in these parts in re- 
cent seasons. Displaying a fine flair 
for comedy, and eschewing the 


‘SALLY RAND FANS SELF 
WITH L.A. SUBPOENA 


Los Angeles, Nov. 26. 

Sally Rand recently took her fans 
to Denver after a victorious skirmish 
with the Los Angeles police, but 
the law still pursues her. 

Pancer was ordered to appear in 
Superior Court here by Jan. 3 to 
|explain the failure fo pay a judg- 
;} ment for $4,334 rendered in favor 
of Olive I. Kephart, who claimed 
she bankrolled the Rand show back 
in 1943 and never collected. 




















Memphis, Nov. 26. 
Hi-Hat Dinner Club on Highway 
61, south of Memphis, has been sold 
to J. W. Slaughter, who recently re- 
tired from Memphis police force. 
Floor show and local band policy 
will continue for the present. 





Roberts Option Picked Up 

Hotel Pierre, N. Y., picked up 
option of Lucille & Eddie Roberts, 
mentalists featured in the Cotillion 
Room there, for another four weeks, 
giving them an eight-week run in 
all. 

Husband-and-wife 





Walters of the Latin Quarter, 


pair opened 


| Slapsy Maxie’s, H’wood | standard arrangements and 


delivery 
she’s a 
Smart 

and 


thrushes, 
Purveys a 
specially arranged 


—. by most 
slick song-stylist. 
routine of 


written material for sock returns 
Niftily gowned, she delivers in ay 
easy, intimate manner. Combines 


dialect songs with ballads and com- 


edy numbers for irtelligent blending 
Best of her numbers were the open. 
er, “Do Know What To Do When 
I Come Out her now tandard 

Let’ Do And Sav We Did ina 
traight ballading of “If Yo Were 
The Only Boy.” Could have ved 
on inde! 

George Tapps makes f e pe 
fex balance with his cla terping 
Stuff goes over solidly, wit! lend. 
ing of Spanish, American and ballet 
type tap interps making for nicely 
balanced stint. Encores with a series 
of improvisations based on song re- 

| quests from ringsiders, which went 
well enough, but could earn a 


| 


| all, 


stronger returns if cut down. Over- 
though, Tapps garners plenty 
palm-whacking 

Howard McCreery’s orch was a bit 


|ragged on the first show under- 
standable, what with two men not 
showing and not too much rehearsal. 
Bartolo and his rumbaddicts get the 
hip-swingers on the floor in large 
| numbers with some surprisingly 
good arrangements of Afro-Cubau 
music Lary 
Carousel, Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 22 


Jan Murray. Jackie Heller, Paul 
Allen, Nils & Nadine, Herman Mid- 
dleman Orch (6) with Marian Ber- 
ger; $3-$3.50 minimum 

Downtown Pittsburgh's finally got 


|a class intimate room in the Carousel 


| spring 


Jackie Heller and his brothers, Sol 
and Bili, have opened. Place was 
supposed to have bowed in late last 
but has been held up until 


|now because of critical shortages in 


| 


Ben | 


as | 


all | 


building materials. It’s located in a 


six-story structure in heart of 
Golden Triangle but Carousel util- 
izes only first floor, with a balcony 
running around for the fringe on 
top 

Pittsburgh recently got a couple 


of bigger and perhaps fancier clubs 
in the Belvedere and Ankara, but 
they're from 12 to 20 miles out of 
town, so they won't offer any com- 
petition to the Carousel Room's 
just medium-size, with maximum of 
around 250, kind of an intimacy this 
burg’s never had in a nitery, and it's 


| warm, cheerful and tastefully deco- 
into lewdity. 


rated There are wall booths 


(Continued on page 54) 


CAPPELLA 


AND 


PATRICIA 


CURTAIN CALLS: “TO CAPPELLA 
AND PATRICIA AT THE EM- 
BASSY.” 


—WALTER WINCHELL. 


and 

















“EMBASSY, WN. Y.: IF PALM 
POUNDING AND TABLES FULL OF 
THE CHI-CHI SET WHO ROLL UP 
BIG TABS MEAN ANYTHING, 
THEN THE ADDITION OF CAP- 
PELLA AND PATRICIA, DANCE 
TEAM, SHOULD MEAN A HYPO 
IN BUSINESS.” 


—BILL SMITH, BILLBOARD. 


NOW 


EMBASSY CLUB 
NEW YORK 

















STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
Currently LAST FRONTIER 
LAS VEGAS 
DIK.: MATTY ROSEN 





— 














. . . t 
Parodies! Special Songs! Bits- 
*% Draw from our library, one of the 

largest, most comprehensive it 
Shewhbiz! 

*% 1947 Catalog FREE! Pn 
% Exclusive material our specialty: 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Rood, L. |. City 2, N. 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 








Nov. 12, 


—\ 
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Pitt Cafes Reopen “3, Sinser, Held As_.,| GLEASON SIGNED T0 TOP Cafe Qnerators, Talent Union Join 


Burglar in Cleveland) Dy MOND H., NY., REVUE , 
As Strike Ends In Campaign for Repeal of 207% Tax 





James Paul 
safe-breaking 


Oriti, who thought Billy Rose is giving his Diamond 
pay bigger Horseshoe, N.Y., a touch of modern- | 


pict Wit ated , NAbiag ization. He's booked Jackie Gleason | 
singing in niteries, | for his spot at $1,000 weekly starting | 





would 








Costly hotel strike finally came | W@S quickly disillusioned last week | Dec. 8. Show has been in process of + Cate eperatovs ‘hrougneut the 
a . ond ‘epelena | When cops nabbed him breaking into | fluz since it’s opening night when | *])ys ’ . |}country are campaigning for repeal 
to an end here over the weekend 6 deastinent ere's vault. Frank Libuse § Di apo Berge Drops In 


>f Ee » = i, > ay vale ~ 
after 54 days when employees voted left the layout. of the 20% amusement tax. Because 











i ‘ . | s ? « ’ ‘< . ¢ c 
a accept management's newest offer, Cafe crooner, who had been in| ‘i —— Minevitch’s Harmonica On H d for Fast Take of the business slump during the 
12 cents an hour increase for all ma os , ch Phe a: t aught after he ba : ee ee at ng shed . diets , past few months, and probably fur- 
non-tip workers and 8 cents for i ae te automatic warning The pins were hardly out of Al ther cut resulting from the dimout 
} > y “O ser signal while trying to batter his wa fons “Drapo rg moutl sul f 1 
others, with an extra < promised om ' : . Ng = tter his way LONISE Drape Berge a S bonifaces feel it necessary to explore 
both categories when and if OPA through two'safes. To case the job day night (24) when he was flown | every avenue that will nypo nitery 
permits a raise in room rent ceilings. | he said, he took a job as a shoe sales- hg e anny aye 2,000 miles after his stint at the Col ttendance ) - 
Union naa originally asked for 20 man ll homage store He Said he needed lege Inn, Chicago, to Hollyw ood It’s pointed out +} at manv stra ght 
cents for everybody At same time money to furnish an apartment for Berge’s act, consisting of hanging |, es witl rice scale on par 
threat of a Col tinuance * walkout June € yards of dry goods Or a |} ase of Nit many of t} e pop-|t ced clubs 
was averted when bartenders took 0as a é can y attired nodeis was fhiimec é ¢ ype up at dinner hours 
straight $7 weekly boost They = meoncay for us¢ in Hunt Stronrberg’s | while there’s plenty of white space 
wanted $10 uieo Does a Houdini Deal is on for Danny Kaye to Personal Column in the niteries. Business hasn't in- 
sht spots immediately resumed , : Immediately after the  strip-in- |creased appreciably spite ads 
} Eigh Pp ; nate : play the Golden Gate theatre, San 43 eee, ag ne P = ; sas = — ab] de _— ads 
service They were the William en ules ct : é reverse chore, Berge was flown back | stressing low dinner costs. This fact 
Penn, Pittsburgher, Roosevelt, Key- Francisco, sometime .in February, to Chicago to resume work Tues- | is laid at the 20% tax which is said 
stone, Henry, Fort Pitt, Webster B | t Mi it h upon his return to the Coast. Deal day night. He's off at the Inn Mon- to be keeping many out of the clubs 
Hall and Schenley. In every case, e ongs 0 mevi C will be on a guarantee and percent- | day nights The American Guild of Variety 
musical units that were there when The act done by the Borrah Mine- | 28€ basis which will permit him to . sas - Artists and the Allied Restaurant 
ctrike was called at midnight Sep- vitch Harmonica Rascals became the i take 50° of the gross and Entertainment Industries are 
tember  3l resumed at same Old} center of an tensive hunt bv the Kaye, currently Vacationing i! L W It D B k among the organizations urs g re- 
stands William Morri agency Borrah Nev York isnt accepting any ou a ers ue ac peal of the wartime emergency 20° 
Willian Penn’: Terrace Room inevitel nie Bill, = feot han furthe aude dates afte F P . WithR . tax to the pre-war 5 
| howeve won't get going again until | Johnny Puleo, lower case comic of | Ment at the RKO theatre Bostor rom aris l etinue Sen. William Langer N Dak.) 
< tomorrow night (Wed). Reopening | the turn, disappeared suddenly. With | Startens tomorrow (Thursday) on a . has already promised to work for 
show will include Marie Nash,| his whereabouts unknown, act was | deal guaranteeing him $25,000 plus f Acts for Latin Quarter the tax slice. He was instrumental 
Bobby Jule and team of Maurice| unable to continue at the Diamond 50% over $50}000 Henan te Frenct ' in cutting the original 30% amuse- 
2 ss , | 7€0T2 AILDIN, rencn Singe 1s ri P 
agnd Marve, with Homer Ochsenhirt’s | Horseshoe, N. Y. Dave Apollon sub- = : ment tax demand to the present 
orch adding a femme _ vocalist tituted | wre ne latest to be added to the list | 20, and declared he-will bring the 
e " +. 
Mildred Don, of local air waves Puleo was located Friday (22) Pitt Nit R | of importations sent to this country matter before Congress when it re- 
living | 1) at ae a y {nl tery ci€ases Tater ra convenes 
as usual) at the Century | for the Latin Quarter, N. Y. by Lou Adics. site ’ 
hotel, N. Y.. and declined to give S| f N y ¢ Dp Wal Campaign for the tax cut will 
» 4 : | alters, who returns from an ex- 
Jacobs’ Tarleton Turkeys any reason for his fadeout ates or eke ap ate tende tav in F1 ‘ nd England have the support of hotelmen and 
| i©@a Sta I anc a ngian 
' hase ee . oe ; : = : ct restauranteurs, who believe ths ; 
: . i I it _ rally wpe that | Pittsburgh, Nov. 26 \this week on the SS. America. sree temtinen ppeted a é4 t , he 
ule nas € ISS sfie S | . 7.1 rovracte ecesslo Nl ullimatlely 
Get Hot—By Accident col ro : 7 , gpaora is nec hang hi Slate Brothers, Booked into Club| Walters, while abroad, also signed fect them , 
‘ontractual setup wo weeks ago, Evelyne R to ; ly | 
’ > earve ' ; n+ | Belvedere for two weeks, were per- | “Y“'" va to assist previously According to Mat she y 
Walter Jacobs who operates the _ sel ved notic e on Minevitch that is I pacted Choppy. who appeared in eats m : - m la t S ~ 4 
Lord Tarleton hotel, Miami Beach,|%@ Wanted out from his contract | mitted out on their contract after! this country at the International |‘ t ' 1 mca t repre a 
a : 3 2 | starting N A asd. kas : . Sips . ent unemployment is <¢ > incre: 
and the Lake Tarleton Club in New yg Nov. 29, and would conjinue | one week so that they could go into | Casino before the wat i Plaga if i. . = He wees = 
- . ‘annemaad ey ip eae : ecause ¢ e business s : 
Hampshire, and w.k. in show busi- | 0" )!s own, Minevitch, consequently | Capitol theatre, N. Y., Thursday (21) Other importations on the all-| Dave F = head ; ‘ oN , AYA 
“ ; mm the Canct 3 “O19 ‘ : Sie : ‘ all- ave Fox, head « he N. Y. J 
ness, was put out of the Farme! ag in from the Coast and brought | with Frankie Carle's band French show will be Piroska. a/ local. decl ‘aa th Lit ; 
. Am : the atte re the riean | : , 10W a. a/local, declared that condi is are 
Tarleton Turkey business before he e a _— sarore She Amerwen) Dinter wer replaced by Ken and | dancer; Four Craddocks, a bike act { . dag doc ris 
started, because of a s tane Guild of Variety Artists which up- | “Tae ak 1, oh : oe act. }expected to get worse. In some spots, 
sti aus a spontaneous hss, Roy Paige, acrobatic comedians. |and Daisy Daix. singer ., ai + Ener 
combustion fire which razed his| eld his stance. Puleo went into = Rt ee it was said, business is off by 50% 
packing plant last week in Pike | hiding the next day. Although Walters signed all the |and there's the likelihood that some 
N. H. Following an intensive mail ‘| It's, believed Puleo wanted to re- | Sid Caesar. Film Comic talent while abroad, bookings still go | spots will close after Jan. 1. 
. . « . ana | ~ . ~ ; ar . « ——— 
order campaign, which fetched sev- | main at the Diamond Horseshoe in- . " , 9 4 through Arthur Fisher, who has ee 
« < ® : j : : % jee 7 G ‘ Y ba 3 bails . . : . ‘ " 
eral thousands of dollars of business, | Stead of keeping dates at the Club | Pacted for € opa, N. Y. int lusive on the spot. Show ii n 
the Jacobs family had to advertise | Charles, Baltimore, where he was) oi Gaecar featured th ee ee ee ee ee MCA BRANCH HEADS 
in the Woodsville (N. H.) Times that | Slated to open last night. (Tuesday) | Alt 7 , mel yon shag ae te in te} Palm Island, Fla., and goes into the - 
needy families could get free turkey and the Colonial Inn, Hallendale, | . m edition " f “ee ‘_e™ pars” has| N. Y. spot afterward. HUDDLING IN N Y 
‘ " as | Ee gone ) } ywacaban: | eT teeta eee oe 
for the asking. Between 900 and | Fla.. Dec. 26. Bookers of both clubs | N.Y “aa ") ". ‘De: _ va | ne 
, . aia aaa 1 4) , N. . Starting Jan. 3. Jeal was ; " 

1,000 bruised gobblers were thus| Were promised that Puleo and the ‘. ade by M te Pre ; a= ‘ OS Seer a eee, ee oe 
distributed. rest of the act would appear at these | M@Ce 0Y Monte * reser, yet age a 0 usse S ates America, San Francisco office, and 
j spots. itor, on the Coast. Also set for the < Se eee ee oa Mines 

The others, in fresh (not smoked) a ' ; same show is Gavle Robbins Emcee-comedian Bob Russell, just | E. L. Barton of the Cleveland branch 
condition, were distributed gratis | Rene Pittier, French singer being ,; back in New York after handling! are currently visiting the N. Y 
to nearby hospitals and institutions Andrews Sis Back To |imported by Proser, will open Dec. | the “Mrs. America” contest last office of MCA. Visit of these branch 
before spoilage set in. Since the} 15 and will be held over for sub-| week, opens for two weeks at the; .. * reece . , 
smokehouse and other equipment for | pa : : = Mage 4, ; ‘ ie auate |execs is coincident with the return 
pacer a . ki Pn P tase | C f e A ki 15.000: sequent layout. However, name will | Statler hotel, Cleveland, this week. | 5» Larry Barnet, MCA veepee in 
‘uring : > “keys | hance : ine ‘ a 
<a — ag: “ “4 pri | a es; S$ ing ’ be changed to Rene Paul. Then the Glass Hat, Belmont- charge of the music and act depts 
) requir 10 ‘ Oo rebulia, : ; | a een _— ~ . , Saf , aed 
Jacobs is concentrating on the Miami | The Andrews Sisters are taking on ‘ ; Plaza hotel, N. Y., for six. He re-| who spent a week on the Coast 
cae thainiewe while beether Mitten | Mitt? dates after having passed | Bob Reid, WHAS. Louisville staff | cently completed his first engage- | conferring with the Beverly Hills 
will Tebulld “4 as chin fon | them up for many years, Trio | singer, has recorded a Christmas al- | ment at the Glass Hat, doing 20 toppers. 
proof plant next spring ‘through their agent, Harry Romm,|>U™ for Currier Recordings, new | weeks after originally being set for | No further changes are expected 





yee 


Patricia Bowman set for the Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y., Jan. 16 or 23. 











CALYPSO JOE 


AND 


COCO TE 








: ? 4 hi f 


CALYPSO JOE 
(Bill Matons) 
Presents 


“CALYPSO CARNIVAL 
IN TRINIDAD” 


“A voleanic 





riot of fun, color and 
Hazing talent.’ Miami Dally News. 
Oalypso Joe and Coco Te are show 
stoppers.’—Miamli Herald. 
It's a fast, colorful revue with 
—e Kirls and sensational ward 
rcebe.’’ 


San Francisco Progress. 
Just Concluded 

JOE DIMAGGIO'S, FRISCO 

LOOKOUT HOUSE, KENTUCKY 

KITTY DAVIS, MIAMI 

TROPICANA, HAVANA 

Currently 


SHOWBOAT 


MILWAUKEE 
+ 


IVAN BLACK ASSOCIATES 
400 MADISON AVENUE, N. Y. 











| James 
| and 


| team 


are asking $15,000 for 


Florida en- 
gagements. Their first cafe assign- | 
ment is a two-week stand at the | 


Plantation Club. Las Vegas, starting | 
Feb. 6, 
Sisters are 


currently on a theatre 


tour which will wind up at the | 

Paramount. N. Y., Dec. 18, for four | 

weeks. 4 
Saranae Lake 

| 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Nov. 26. 

Margie Regan after a long siege of 
strictly bed session holding up nicely 
with the comeback routine. Ditto for 
Isabelle Rook, who took two months 
to lick pleurisy. 

Helen LeClaire Carlson, Margaret 
Dougherty. Marilyn Shaw. Edward 
Slagus. Edna Hagan, Dorothy Mar- 
tin, Edith Garzke. Al. Guffanti and 
McCarthy upped for meals 
mild exercise. | 

Charlie Golden, musician, doing a 
nice comeback. 

Knight and Tessie, 
from Montreal. 
to visit the gang and 
the shutins 

Fay Schacht ‘Warner Bros,) and 
formerly of Will Rogers office staff, 


: } 
nitery dance | 
took time out 
gift some. of 


vacashing * here and_ visiting old 
| friends at the lodge 

Alice Farlev, ex-Ragerite who left 
here with an all-clear, announces 
her coming marriage to Dr. Irving 
Ross. 

Sam Schulman flashing nif. clinic 
reports,» anticipates a 10-day fur- | 


| for-all-meals 


| sheny and Louise Barnes are out of 


lough to N. Y. 
the golden 
parents. 

Marilyn Shaw elated over surprise 
visit from parents. 


C. to help celebrate 
wedding anniversary of 


Joseph Lowey, commercial artist 
with the Duo-Art Studio, N. Y. C 
checked in at the Rogers for ob- 


servation and checkup 
James Wotton moved from the in- 
firmary, now enjoying nix and up- 
privileges. 
Helen Pelechowicz, Christine Ro- 
the general hospital and back at the 
Rogers recuperating from recent op- 
erations. | 
Dorothy Martin progressing so 
well she’s been appointed part-time | 
switchboard operator at the Rogers. | 
(Write to those who are ill.) 


| Chicago disk outfit. 


four. 


in the MCA setup until after Jan 1. 





























Back Again from. Argentina — PABLO WILLIAMS 


The Original Creator of the Acrobatic Tange 
Presents His Amazing and Unique Act 


HERMANOS WILLIAMS TRIO 


Opening November 29 


BLACKSTONE HOTEL, Chicago 
Following FLAMINGO, LAS VEGAS 
EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT—MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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@arousel. Pitt. 
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Continued trom page 02 


tables stretched around the back of 
th 0 done lu reamy -( ed 
! rb the 4 lls 
iina at tt S S DetTwes 
‘ 4 
i é all \ fl 
, t Si | 
aI ' ght lends a ‘ 1 
t At far na, right ea er 
‘sa i K y merry 
4 ) I ) PACACU b ( \ \ 
" rt j 
yp x show stars Ja Mi 
and ymic is ideal for this type 
roon He's a much-improved Za 
since his last appearance here fo! 


Hellers at their old Yacht Club sev 
eral years ago. His material’s socko 
and he’s got a delivery to match 
with a trigger-like ability on the ad 


lib to meet every siteation Guy 
killed them here: when caught, he 
was on close to an hour and they 
still intead mo 

Nil Na T £0 i¢ Da 
Ja . th thir y 
to rt nd they're followed b 
x A |] »x-Frankie Carle voc 
ist. who came on at last minute wh 
Heller himself couldn't go on _ be- 
eause of laryngitis. Allen's style 


makes him an ideal entry in tne 


swooh sweepstakes and he did a 
good sub job. Only stayed the first 
six days, with Heller improved 


enough to go on following week 
Herman Middleman, who had 
band at old Yacht Club, has assem- 
bled crack six-piece society type 
orch for dancing, just right for the 


small floor, and he’s got a classy 
harpist. Marian Berger, from local 
air waves, to fill in for intermissicn 
music Minimum of $3 week-days 
and $3.50 Fridays, Saturdays, holi- 
days and holiday eves, unlike most 
spots with similar policies, includes 


both food and drinks. Cohen 


Ole South, N. Y. 
Vera Wykel, Winton & Diane, 
Leslie Whitehouse, Ben Cuiler Orch 
(6). Joe Cortez Rumba Band (5); 
$2.50 min. weekends. 





This 
Straight 


reconverted from 


eatery to a 


spot, 
nitery 
weeks ago, seems still angling for a 
policy to snare Broadway trade 
Having started with band policy that 
reportedly didn’t turn the trick, it 
has now added a trio of acts for 
floorshow in an effort to hypo spotty 


some 


biz. Combo makes for mildly | 


| Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 2 aaa - 














COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


Nos. 1 thru 13 at $1.05 each or 
13 Scripts for $13.00 
Nos. 14 thru 20 NOW READY! 


$2.00 each—Double Scripts 


SEND FOR THEM NOW! 
CATCH UP ON BACK ISSUES! 


“BOOK OF BLACKOUTS” 
3 Volumes at $25.00 per Vol. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 

10 Sock Parodies—$10.00 
NO C.O.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


Ex-Servicemen Subscribers: 
Send Us Your Home Address 











| 
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| 





| bow as a solo artist 
| diverting nitery fare—but that’s all.| the gloom by a single spot, chan- | 


here but should put them across in 


| 
vocally not only makes them a click | 
Gotham. 


Amanda Lane, who previously 
chirped in town with Desi Arnaz, | 
walks off with star honors in her 


Picked out of 


Ben Cutler, who several seasons | teuse gives a husky throating to old | 
back fronted a society combo at the 


Rainbow 


Room, N. Y 


‘amphored his baton to 


and 


later 
do a nitery 


ng the layout Be 
mnt ne i ret h also 
ys , ‘ t fle 
A ry 1) re ) é 
p< ) eal Vitn 
race ( ! ~ wall 
ior ar } r nicely 
{ Wt \ hful mag ) 
? 4 I time 
rT Vera 
AW Or do okay 
: \ you D re Me 
French chantant Fifi and re- 
later to duct medley from 
Show B t with Cutler 
Cutler leaves the stand and takes 
over for “I Love Life” and travesty 
on Salvation Army Band, aided by 
the musicrew and worked up for 
! \ laughs Encores with a 
Calyps« Charlie Shad from Trin- 
idad i rabs heaviest palm 
kK ot t event 
Cut] s orch handles the straight 
es wilh Jose Cx tez ba 
ternating for the rumbDas 
Spot featut southern cuisine and 


drink: the 


tropical 


headliner 
southern fried chicken at $2. Edba 


still 


Panther Room. Chi 
(SHERMAN HOTEL) 
Chicago, Nov. 22 


Orch (14) 


Harry Cool 


lyn Stallings 


with 


Berge, Line (6): $2-$2.50 min 


Eve- 


Phil Gordon, Alphonse 


Harrv Cool. who got his first big 
break when Dick Jurgens left for the 
Navy and he took over, is back in 
Chicago for the second time this 
vear. The band has greatly improved 
since then. but still mainly used as 


1 snows 
of the maestro, 
Band consists 
trumpets, 
rhythm with 
Handsome _ six-footer 
Minutes More.” 
ing,” “The Whole World 
My Song.” and duets 
Stallings on a new one 
Miss Stallings 
with “Embraceable 
the Road a Piece.” 
Other vocalist 
Dell 
| warbles comedy 


lor good 


You” 


version 
returns, 


are Phil Gordon, song 


Marx 


Johnny Payne, 
Billie Haywood and Cliff 


| develop. a spot on 
or Le Ruban Bleu. 


Billingsley’s feedery 


place. 


{certain extent on the 





Snappy, arrangements 








ase for the crooning 


of five saxes, 
three trombones, and three 
arrangements 
,old Jurgens kick. 
sings 


“Rumors 


with 


and 


ol 


‘ 


Are 


on 


efforts 


three 


the 


‘Five 


Fly- 


Is Singing | 


he1 


who doubles on trombone, 
“Cecilia’ 


Evelyn 
“Good Day.” 


scores on 


own 


“Down 


is pint-sized Jimmy 


and 


Held over from the previous show 
stylist, 
|.Alphonse Berge, with his whirlwind | 
| dressing of the College Inn Models. | this room within a year of the ebul- 
|The genial clown pantomimist, Carl 
continues into his 10th year. 


and 


Bocage. Hoilywood 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Amanda 


Lane, 


cafe society faves cleffed by Rodgers 
and Hart and Cole Porter in addition 
' 


» modern pops Piano background 


nd smart taving help her put 
cre veryvth ‘ from saucy show 
pia laments one aoes 
yal 
"es 
ira 
B « Haywoo and iff Allen 
ya or team ra through 
unt uutines that sound 
ide 
ou iu <e joint imp 
, Pa have show-savvy and 
eay tne « tome VM mil more 
Joh v Pavne. who headlir the 
small stage offering s a change of | 
yace from svelte music to raucous 
bellowing His yelpos, bleats and 
piano-bunting give “the customers 


laughs okay @&d his drink-devouring 
antics between songs scem funny to 


them However, most of his mate- 
rial is corny and seems aimed at as 
vell for yocks Huts | 


Town House. L. A. 
Los Angeles. Nov. 20 
Ray Whitaker Orch (5): cover $1 
weekdays; $1.50 weekends 5 
In a switch from larger bands. 
Town House seems to have profiited 
by filling both the Zetra and Gar- 
den Rooms considerably more than 
previously. Whitaker's two-piece | 
combo sounds more like a 15-piece | 
hotel room outfit, inasmuch as each 
man doubles on instruments and | 
leader plays niano, celeste, organ, 
anything else that seems to be handy | 
and also very pleasing | 
voealizing. 


does some 
Catering chiefly to society tempo | 
dancers with an occasional fillip on 
th Latune side, Whitaker also ram- 
bles through several cornier novelty 
tunes that click with customers, who 
heretofore have been highly sophis- | 
ticated in tastes One criticism to | 
make of the outfit is the lack of 
bounce in the rhythm section. which 
can be remedied readily. Full house 
opening night looks as though re- | 
trenchment on cost for larger band | 
means only that Town House cash | 
registers will tinkle that much more 
in both dining room and the bar 
dancery. Huts. 


Flame Room. Mpls. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, Nov. 20 
Bill Snyder Orch (7), Carl Bris- 
son (2); $1.50-$3.50 min. 


This is the second appearance in 


| 
| 
lient Carl Brisson and on hi open- | 
ing night, at the late supper show, | 
|he had a full house that yreeted 
{him and his efforts with unrestrained 
enthusiasm. 

Projecting his magnetic and vi- 
brant personality, making the most 


Allen, Page | of a physique, vitality and voice, and 


Cavanaugh Tfio; cover $1. 


King 


and 


boul’ 


puts 


group, except they are more salon- 
ized in their modern jazz medium. 


sharp, 


‘clean work both instrumentally and | high 














SUNDAY 








gives a special 


AT TEN-THIRTY IN THE 


o 
sas nr rhe Som te te 


THE PLAZA 





NIGHT SHOW 


PEFTH AVE. & 59th ST., NEW ORK 


| giving out with tireless and seem- 
| ingly inexhaustible exuberance, he 


j 

Preponderantly sophisticated and | made the most of every number and 
| intimate, Bocage Room is trying to created the impression of enjoying 
Sunset 
similar to New York’s Blue Angel; 
Entry of three 
new acts into the upstairs bistro over 
almost 
across» the attempt to tone up the 
Holdover of the Page Cav- 
|anaugh Trio helps, even though lat- 
ter group dusts out for New York’s 
Wedgewood Room this next week. 

| Cavanaugh’s Trio 1s patterned to | 
Cole | 


himself as much as the audience did. 


At this show he packed no less 
; than 16 songs into 50 minutes and 
jthen left the customers clamoring 
j}for more. His good humor, show- 
|manship tricks, the lighting em- 
|ployed for numbers and the knack 
|of getting on intimate terms with 
| his patrons all help to make for a 
|very good one-man floor show. His 
;mumbers included some new ones 
jalong with old favorites and there 
| Was just a bit of spice and naughti- 
ness mixed with the nice, and a 
|; goodly sprinkling of laughs. The 
spot probably was when he 
; went from table to table inviting 
| guests to join him in singing a birth- 


|day song, “I Don’t Care If I Ever, 


| Go to Bed.” 
| New numbers include an_ Irish 
| baliad. “Nora,” and the “Doodle 


| Song.” There were requests, gladiy 
| granted, for “Lily Marlene,” “Cock- 
| tails for Two,” “The Last Time I 
|Saw Paris” and “The Frenc!: Mar- 
| quis,” remembered from his _pre- 
vious visit. He also scored with 
“Foolish Things,” “Sun Goes Down,” 
“Talk of the Town,” “Music, Maes- 
tro, Please” and “Three Cheers.” 
Snyder's orchestra with three 
rhythm, three strings and sax stacks 


| 
| 


| Up as one of the best society dance 
outfits ever to hit this town, and 
Snyder himself, an accomplished 


| panist, capable of providing an ex- 
| tremely pleasant session of keyboard 
soloing. Rees. 


(iro’s. H’wood 

Desi Arnaz Orch (22) with 
Harvey, Dulcina, vocalists: 
weekdays $1.50; Saturdays, $2. 


Jane 
cover, 


Desi Arnaz “homecoming” last 


night at Ciro’s was a personal tri- 
urmph, but it was his new vocalist 
Jane Harvey who stole the show. 


Songstress did three numbers, rang- 
ing from ballad to novelty, winding 
|}up in duo with the maestro on “A 
tainy Night in Brazil.” Thrush is 
| not only poe to look at, but she 
brings to mind combination of best 
of Dinah Shore and Judy Garland. 


generally 


young vocalists 
light, Arnaz has returned with polish 
of brilliant 
Copacabana stint in 
| sings, leads band and handles emcee- 
ing and clowning 


( 


hv yrs ; 


Have Latte 


show and 
off with his routine that carried wel! 


as a change of policy 


placed by tapste1 
comedienne June Richmond. On the 


| Man River.” 


|} expressions, to get across. 


{ 
Effortlessly, she warbles her way | 
through each tune to bring down the | 
|house and yelps for encores from | 


jaded first-nighters. 
Aside from bringing one of finest 
into the local spot- 


from his 


York. He 


showmanship 


New 


tasks in a breezy, 
‘harming manner that puts fresh lif 
nto Latun His two top t ( 
‘Coffee Song” and “North Americ 
lake It Away” (a satire on the Lind, 


Opp ‘ 1¢ 


nied OY i il © Oana inh til 
ition 


Ks up as the premier Latin show 


Opening night wa nan extra 
Ypo iltho h one was not needed) 
appearance of Peter Lind 
took over an audience 
from the Arnaz 
went on to top evening 


ilready 


hysterica 


nto the wee small hours until he 
had to beg off Huts 
Zauzibar. N. Y. 


(FOLLOWUP) 
Zanzibar’s ops are evidently delay 
ng their decision to book ofay talent 


Theu 


week when the 


fil t op 
portunity came last 
Ink Spots, Peg Leg Bates, the Hot 
Shots, and Joyner & Hamid were 
dropped from the bill and were re 


Buddy Briggs and 


bandstand Eddie Vinson Orch and 

Claude Hopkins Band were replaced 

»v the new Sy Oliver aggregation 
In the economy move by Carl Erbe 


|} and associates, the show doesn't suf- | 


fer June Richmond, hefty comice. 


| builds her routine nicely after a slow 


start, bringing some good yocks as 
well as showing nifty pipes in “Ole 
Depends heavily on lit- 
tle bits of business, especially facial 
Also, she 
smagtly lays off overplaying the sight 
end of her comedy by draping her- 
self with tasteful costuming Best 
number is “Poor Little Me,” nifty 
blues specialty she did in “Are You 
With It?” 


Buddy Briggs, tapster, could get 
over better with more showmanship. 


He's vroficignt with fast difficult 
taps, but makes them look too easy 


for aud appreciation. Carried oyer 
from previous layout are Thelma 
Carpenter. with a pretty bad choice 


of songs (‘South America, Take It 
Away” and a bounce arrangement of 
“September Song’), Dusty Fletcher's 
comedy, and the line and showgirls. 
Sv Oliver’s band cuts show nicely 
and is definitely bigtime Tomm 


Rogers Corner, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Harry “Dude” 
nels of Korn have moved into this 
family spot, replacing the Korn Kob- 
blers, who are off on a 10-week road 
tour. With almost every name band 


spot in the country suffering from a | 


business downbeat, this patently 
corny joint is turning "em away, even 


able. 

For portions of the 
group plays it straight, but after- 
wards they move right out into the 
silo for the same type of stuff that 
the place has featured for years un- 
der the batoneering of Al Trace, and 








the other comedy bands. Artistically 
| it’s pretty awful, but the class of cli- 
;}entele in this spot eats it up 

| Strangely enough, each of the peo- 
| ple in the band is a former sideman 
| for a name group,vand when they 
want, they play good music: Ranch 
does all the arranging. “Little Sir 
Echo” and “I'm a Big Girl Now” are 
a couple of the good comedy bits, 
plus a normal routine of others. Tony 
Palmer as gal chirp does her mate- 
rial well. For this type of booking 
|'the Kernels are tops. Tomm. 


‘Collins & Peterson Back 


Marty Collins and Harry Peterson 
are back in New York after a three- 


Parade” uni 
Vet comecy team has been spotted 
for a whirl around one and 


two 


nighters of the Loew circuit in N. Y., | 


during which they plan to set new 
material for additional vauders and 
nitery dates. 


|crowd 


Ranch and his Ker- | 


with the three spacious rooms avail- | 


dinner hour, | 


From 3-Yr. USO-CS Tour 


year continuous tour with USO- 
Camp Shows, heading “Passing | 


CTT 











| Berle Sharpens 


a continued from page 1 


percrust radio gang eating out of his 
hands. It was pretty apparent f ym 
then on that, Morgan or no Mo; 
Berle would be tough .to follow 


2an, 


al 
One could sense. it as Morgan 
went back to the mike and { 
Berle off. Morgan tried to pick 1) 
here he had left off. But it ' 
‘ning crack that did 4 ~_ 
ymne reference to Berl t ‘ yf 


uloon humor; that the herring stuff 


va strictly locol ind tha vhy 
Berle wasn’t in the national 
via radio. The inference was pal 
Morgan had intended applying a 
itirical touch to the crack, it fell 
flat on its face. It was enough, how- 
ever, to bring Berle back. Then he 
went to work. For 15 minutes he 
had Morgan or the ropes, hammer- 
ing away. He was merciless. To 


many in attendance it was like 
sticking a knife in a guy and turn- 


it around for good measut Mor- 
‘an groped. Sometimes he made a 
desperate try to match the last 
Berle rapier thrust. Sometimes he 
didn’t even try. Everybody on the 


km- 
high It put a 
damper on the rest of the evening. 
Morgan went back to finish the em- 
cee job—but he played it straight. 
Nobody felt like laughing any more. 
A pall had settled over the re- 
mainder of the Ball. 

It was Berle’s show. If, as many 
thought, it was his intention to show 
that Milton Biow and his Fversharp 
had made a mistake 
they yanked him off his commercial 
show and were now Morgan 
he probably got a lot of satisfaction 
in Knowing that still the top 
guy on the uptake. 


floor 
barrassments ran 


ballroom was squirming 


when 
using 
he's 
Some say Morgan made the mis- 
take of starting it; that the crack 
about Berle being strictly for the 
saloon trade was out of bounds and 
that. even if Morgan was currently 
riding high with the Eversharp boys, 
he shouldn’t have left the 
tion that “it’s me radio wants, not 
you.” 


0 ges. 
sugcees 


But the majority found it difficult 
to defend Berle. Certainly, they felt 


this was no place to kick around 
the personal rancor stuff, and the 
overall impression was that Berle 


went into dubious battle. 


Nobody 
| lost face. 


won—but two comedians 








| THE EXCLUSIVE AND AMUSING 














LAURETTE and CLYMAS 


DANCING HUiAORISTS 


Just Completed 2 Weeks at the 


SURREY ROOM 


TOURAINE HOTEL, BOSTON 


BOSTON DRAMA CRITICS | 
BOSTON GLOBE, Novy. 15, 1946 
“At the top of my list this week are 
laurette and Clymas. If like slapstick 
and I like satire and T like entertain 
ers who know the dividing line be 
tween the two. Laurette and Clymas 
are one of the few dance teams Ww ho 
can tell a funny story that I can 
understand in gestures and = steps 
without any trace of the suggestive 
They're good clean fun, and they re 
very funny Many an act on the ei! 
cuits could benefit from a lesson from 
them."" By JOSEPH F. DINNEEN 
BOSTON DAILY RECORD, Nov 4 
1946...°A couple of Your Reporters 
favorite people, Laurette and Clymas 
are back at the Touraine in the Su 
rey Room after having been awa) 
from Boston for far too long on 4 
tour of South America. They are 
truly dance satirists and most amus 
ing.”’ GEORGE W. CLARKE 
DAILY RECORD, Nov. 11, 1946 
“Laurette and Clymas a pair of the 
finest dancers ever to grace a night 
| club floor, receiving a real Boston 
welcomne at the Surrey Room.” ; 

SAM BERENSON 
Presently our 
ITH RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL, Montreal 
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DIRECTION - - 





APPEARING 
ROXY, NEW YORK | 


Thanks to SAMMY RAUCH 


| TOMMY TRENT 


PUPPETS ON PARADE 


| 
MCA | 
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Follies of 1947 
GARDEN, N. Y). 


produced by Ship- 


lee 


ISON SQ. 
(Mae iiss of 1947"’ 


son. Preduction directors, 
stads and Jeet, Tacs Jane Lewis, Stan- 
Francs Kahn Musical director, Walter 
ley : } Costumes by Helen Rose Fea- 
Rudo'p ; velyn Chandler, Frick & Fran k, 
io Barton & Arthur Pinson, Bobby 
Robert vf n MeGuire, Harris Lege Itazel 
Blake, ! "e@ Barry Green, Bet Schalow, 
hen B ec Shirley & Ginger, Ericson 
bicKellen Rasmussen & Cameron, The 


& Hut hinson R 


Maxsons a“? 
Hamilton 4 


John Kinney Ls 


qu) 


liter & 
nd ensembie 

Shipstads and Johnson's “Ice Fol- 
lies of 1947,” which made its bow this 
season in September at_ the Pan- 
Pacific auditorium Jn Holly wood, 
opened a two-week engagement at 
Madison Square Garden, N.  o last 
Tuesday night (19) with a topnotch 
production that’s strong in every de- 
partment. Show is fast, funny, spec- 
tacularly colorful and cleverly varied 


“Ice Follies” may lack the person- 
ality sock of a single dominating 
; like Sonja Henie, from } 


performer, 
whom the 
but it more than compensates by 


ate 

the uniform high quality of the fea- 

tured acts Jacking up Is a massive 

ensemble of 93 boy-and-girl skaters 
who go through their precision stuff 

in seven production numbers Suc- | 


cession of brilliant costume: and glit- 
tering stage trimmings used for the 
ensemble numbers bespeaks the solid 
coin underpinning the show. 

No less than six different comedy 
acts are spotted throughout the two- 
and-a-half hour layout. Two _ tap 
Jaugh-winners are Frick and Frack, 
a Swiss zany duo, and the McKellen 
brothers in a football routine. Lat- 
ter team stop the show with a combo 
of acrobatic balancing and tumbling 
stunts piled on ‘to their portrayal of 
a football coach and a dumb pupil. 
Slow motion sequence of a ball car- 
rier eluding a tackler is executed 
with perfect illusion-creating timing 
while their persistent mashing of 


the ermined patrons front-seating 
the rink ripples the Garden with 
laughs. 


Effective blade comedy is also fur- 
nished by Les Hamilton, decked out 
in femme garb as a schoolgirl. Plays 
familiar type pratfall routine and 
also goes in heavily for harassing the 
spectators down below. Walt Dis- 
ney’s “Dumbo,” played by Ericson 
and Hutchinson, is designed for the 
weekend matinee crowd of kiddies. 


rest of the show can radi- | 


Roberta Barton and Arthur Pinson 
are on for a brief turn that starts out 
with a serious ballroomology air but 
winds up as a travesty with plenty 
of mayhem. “Rehearsal at the Hip- 
podrome,” an ensemble comedy pro- | 





duction number with a series of run- | 
ning gags spread over the rink, is 
|one of the heaviest scorers. 

Straight skating numbers are han- 
dled by a corps of competent blades- 
|ters including Evelyn Chandler 
| Bobby Blake, Lillian McGuire, Dick 
Salter, John Kinney, Betty Schalow 
and Marshall Beard. Plenty of fancy, 
graceful pirouetting and _ difficult 
splits are there for the ice-esthete: 
but none of the performers have that 
| special flair rating the adjective “sen- 
| sational.” 
| Full run of the six production 
! 





numbers are marked by a dazzling 
array of swirling colors and expert- 
ly-executed ensemble patterns 
| Standout in this division is the “Po- 
|etry in Plastic” extravaganza, featur- 
ing fashions made out of synthetic 
materials with luminous gowns burn 
ing in the blacked-out arena. Opene) 


is a “Pageant of Olde England. 
ising the whole ensemble in medie 
val raiment. Other production nu 

bers, using either part or whole 
group, are “Central Park,” a light 


musical comedy piece; ‘“Waltztim«e 
in Vienna,” a richly costumed piec« 
et to three-quarter tempo;, “Holiday 
in Paris,” a gay impression, of the | 
Parisian boulevards; and “Gypsy 
| Caravan,” a canvas of bright hues 
|and dashing action. Windup piece is | 
a kilted Scotch piece, “On the Bonnie 
Banks of Loch Lomond,” compris- | 
ing the full company in a drum and} 


| bagpipe marching arrangement. Fi- | 
nale is an effective mix of speed and | 


color: 

Speed and daredevil stunts are 
furnished by Harris Legg, garbed in 
a striking, futuristic costume of sil- 


jump through four revolving hoops 
which the emcee claims is aflame. 
Patrons can’t see where the fire is 
but the trick looks hard enough as 
it is. Walter Rudolph, orch conduc- 
tor, is featured in one number play- 
ing Liszt's “Hungarian Rhapsody” 
atop of a platform gliding over the 
ice. Orch and accompanying choral 


| probably going to be a 





group of four mixed voices back the 
show up nicely. 

On the preey night (19) 7,000 cus- 
tomers were on hand. Herm. 


























| Justice Dept. 


Continued 








death” for youngsters with statement 
that expert opinion failed to estab- 
lish any correlation between pix or 


radio horror tales and juvenile de- | 


linquency. In the absence of conclu- 
sive findings on this count, the panel 
said it would steer clear of the sub- 
ject and concentrate on “construc- 
tive” role the media might play. It 
recognized, however, “existence of a 
popular belief” that radio-pix fare 
influenced juvenile behavior. 

g The revised format of Mutual's 
‘Superman” show and Metro's 
“Crime Doesn’t Pay” series were 
cited as good examples of the con- 
structive role the media could play 
In juvenile programming. Dwight 
Herrick, NBC rep, called for a spe- 
cific breakdown of radio shows con- 
sidered “objectionable” by confer- 
ence members. C. R. Reagan, presi- 
dent of the Film Council of America. 
recounted the active role played by 
the Austin, Texas, Screen Council to 
Publicize juvenile delinquency prob- 
ler.s in that area. Miller McClintock, 
head of Encylopedia Britannica 
Films, forecast a terrific upswing in 
us€ of 16m educational and enter- 
tainment Shorts to “affirmatively 
combat” youth problems. 


Representing pix at Thursday's | 
and | 


Pree: y were: Arthur Debra 
erard Cahill, Motion Picture Assn.: 


Miller _ McClintock, Encyclopedia 
ee Films; Eric Haight, pres- 
ident, Films, Inc.: C. R. Reagan, 


President, Film Council of America: 
Stuart Scheftel, president, Young 
America Films, Inc.; Dr. Bruce Ma- 
‘test motion picture chairman, Na- 
onal Congress of Parents 
Teacher 
renen of New York. From radio: 
Narter Heslep and Elsie Dickens, 
gual: Dwight Herrick, NBC; Dr. 
- Dz Wiebe, CBS; Ken Baker. Na- 


ee Assn. of Broadcasters: Karl 
aas, WJR, Detroit. 
; ssliedaieeds 


“awes Says Effects Over-Rated 
Albany, Nov. 26 
The effects . 


on of pictures and radio 
Rh A. people have been “over 
; they do not contribute im- 


7, crime and wrongdoing, 

ed ewis E. Lawes, former warden 
ing Sing prison. 

= foam at a luncheon here 

the Pek and expressed belief that 

alleged detrimental effects of 

Ms and radio had been exag- 


and | 
S Assns.; Judge Stephen S. | 





Aide Defends 





from page 1! ; | experience. 





gerated, although he conceded both 
rad sincere critics, including par. 
/ents. Normal youngsters can take 
pix and radio in their stride, he said. 
Both had faults, but he had yet to 
speak with a prisoner who claimed 
motion pictures were a factor in his 
downfall. | 











Show Biz Fetes 


—m, continued from page 6 








lander, Henry Jaffe, Eugene Picker, 
Rose, Fred Schwartz and Nate Spin- 
gold. 





Balaban D:nner’s 150G 


| ally 


| people one meets in everyday life. 
| Sargent, a nice-looking lad with a | 





Dinner honoring Barney Balaban, | 
Paramount prexy, fostered by the | 
Motion Picture and Entertainment 
Division, Joint Defense Appeal, 
netted in excess of $150,000 towards 
the division’s drive for $250,000 this 
vear. Balaban fete, held Thursday | 
(21) at the Hotel Astor, brought in | 
returns over 50% greater than the 
1°45 dinner held by the same group, 
it was learned. All monies 


‘ 


] ° . 

| turned over to the American Jewish 
| 

! 


| Committee and the Anti-Defamation 


League of B'nai B'rith. 


Goal for the two agencies in “46 


are i* 


| White, 


down to the proprietors of 300-seat 
tanktown shooting galleries. Big 
war-year profits of theatres and the 


availability of heavy coin from in- 
vestment sources finds exhibs loaded | 
and anxious to go ahead with their 
building plans. 


Still Longer Runs 
First thing that’s bound to result 


| is a still greater lengthening of runs |} 


as exhibs find that, because of the 
competition among theatres, new | 
product isn’t available as frequently | 
as they’d like. On the other hand, 
subsequent runs will nevertheless 
get pictures quicker, since there will 
be more clearance | 
first-run right on down 


houses at each 


level, from 


Secondary result, partic larly as 
and runs 
overextended, is 
demand on | 
Wartime | 


start to slide 
appear 


fiant grosses 


begin to 


Hollywood for more films. 


trend of the studios toward making 
fewer pictures will have to be re-| } 
versed or new production sources 
will open up to fill the vacuum, as | 
highgrade houses with potentially 


profitable audience waiting yawn 
films 
Availability of modern, good- 
looking houses in nabes and outlying 
reas will also further the trend, as 


detailed 

and-date 
than 
midtown 


herewith, of multiple day- | 
first-runs in a single city, 
initial-run opening 


area. 


rather 
in the 


one 





New Acts 





BOBBY SARGENT 


+ “+ <@iim personations 


12 Mins. 
Gayety, Montreal 


This lad has something. What he’s | 


ver cloth. Climaxes his turn with a/| got still needs plenty developing be- 


fore he can go into the big leagues, | 
but proper choice of material and | 
management should insure a bright | 
future. 

Sargent does character impersona- 
tions, the same type of act which 
Peter Lind Hayes fractured ’em with 
at the N. Y. Copa. This is not an 
impersonation or impresh stint usu- 
seen in theatres and niteries, 
rather thumbnail sketches of 


but 


clicko, unassuming personality, in- 
jects human touches into his charac- 
ters which makes them easily recog- 
nizeable. He could infuse more 
pathos for better contrast and fuller 
etching, but that should come with 
Material will also have 
to improve with a, fuller range of 
characters being added to the act. 
His best bits now are a fast-talking 
nitery comic, a singer and an immi- 
grant who’s “made good” in America. 
Proper booking of this act is im- 
portant inasmuch as it doesn’t fit 
every spot and the payees have to 
be able to dig the stuff to appreciate 
it, Laza. 





TED & FLO VALLETT 
Baton Twirling 

9 Mins 4 
State, N. Y. 


Ted and Flo Vallett have been on 
the vaude boards for some time, but 
there’s no record of them in the 
VariETyY New Act files. They’re a | 
nice appearing couple who twirl | 
batons and flags in interest-main- 
taining manner. They do their 
spinning while doing acro work to 
give their act speed and a great deal | 
of novelty. 

They re okay for most vauders. 

Jose. 














Move Anew 


Continued from page 1 








oe 
executive secretary of 
NAACP. With this object in mind, 
Coa office will occupy itself solely 


/in an advisory capacity with its 
lis $5,000,000 domestically. Sum | main function to consult with pro- 
represents a 43° boost over last | ducers on scripts before production. | 
| year because of “greater urgency | Aan jnducement to producers to 
in the fight,” officials state. Bala- 


ban dinner, attended by a roster of 
industry toppers, was co-chair- 
manned by Jack Cohn, exec veepee 
lof Columbia; Leonard H. Golden- 
son, Paramount veepee, and Sam 


Rinzier of Randforce theatres. 
Theatre Bldg. 


a Continued from page 3 





longer suitable as class showcases 
for top product. 

That's all going to be 
though, when the Civilian 
tion Administration gives word 
and building can start Bound 
to spring up on every hand will be 
the plush palaces of architects’ 
dreams that will be perfectly suita- 
_ble settings for Hollywood's most ex- 
travagant opuses, Plans are afoot for 
construction by every exhib 
top circuit owners right on| 


changed, 
Produc- 
the 


agaln 


i; new 
from 


a) 


treat the Negro in a fair and sen- | 
sible way, White said, and as recog- 
nition of those who do so, NAACP 


will favorably cite film-makers who | | 


handle the subject properly in its 
bulletin which the 565,000 members 
receive monthly. Importance of 
films as a source of information and 
propaganda both here and a broad 
has had the organization considering 
the move for a protracted period, | 
with the NAACP almost ready now 
to jump off. 


Producers themselves favor the 
move, White said. and some years 
back offered to finance the setting 


Proffered bank- 
White was 


up of a Coast office 


rolling occurred while 


,in Hollywood with Wendell Wilkie, | " 
board of 20th- | 
NAACP turned down sugges- | 


then chairman of the 
Fox. 
tion then because feeling was “‘who 


pays the piper, calls the tune,” White | Derethy 
| said, and sentiment was that organi- 


zation should pay its own way. 








Variety Bills 


WEEK OF NOVEMBER 27 


Numerals in connection with bills velow 





















































indicate opening dav of show 
whether full or split week 
Letiers im parenthesis indicate circuit. (1) Independent; (LL) Loew: 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (W) Warner 
NEW YORK CITY|F Fontaine Catalino Orc fables Davis 
Capitel (L) 28 john \ | Varela Ore Renald & Rudy 
Frankie Carle Ore ae ny ~ Belmont-Plaza la Mather 
Val Set *aluce (KR) 2-4 Radio Ace Noble Sissle ¢ . 
€ Bros Robt Sher or () Manor & Mig n Syd Strang Dice 
‘ oll He osier Ho Shot Raye & Pedre Leon & Eddies 
KF Hit Lowe reorgic have Liarbara Blaine Eddie D Ss 
Music Hall (1) 28] Edwards Bri Eddie Stone Ore Amory Bros 
N Ka DAYTON iN ( Bad | Hart Holly 
] é Keiths (R) 28 Hotel Commodore. | Estelle Caro) 
\ lee iene Kru ( John Long Ore | Sherry B tton 
Bune & B Pa) e€ Hote) Dixie Art W er Ore 
Le © ! \ ‘ Lor Bestor Ore vi y ») 
tA Marshall HARTFORD Kay Hammond Dick yo Penny ra) 
S “< ‘ : State py 2H be —_ St = Roberte . 
“at lee cho) frances <angtord Jean & tay Sihse 
Glee Clut j} Jon Hall Hotel New Yorker Old Romanian 
} e Ballet | Bobby Byrne Or« Sammy Kaye Ore Ja lips 
~ 1) re } rilevs deets . > i a , tig 
Faracneunt iP 25 Solan Wort! pe canengteantn Sadie Banks 
vars ) | \ n ariie pivak Ore DeMay & Moore 
tan Kenton Bd HOLYORE Hotel Roosevelt Nina Dover 
‘ing Cole | Valley Arena (1) 1) Guy Lombardo Ore | ‘\jice King 
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| Lionel Hampton’s orchestra will 
|play two weeks at the Earle thea- 


Cabaret Bills ‘tre, Philadelphia, which he has 
|done before but not under similar 
|circumstances. While Hampton 





i * 


Ho 


works two weeks, he will get a com- 





NEW YORK CITY plete change of picture and stage 
|cshow after the first week. 
hg en Tico Sovarras Ore | Unusual arrangement is due to 
umpton O | David Brooks ‘o + in Philly. Last time 
Blue Angel EI Chico | Hampton's draw in Philly. Las 
Robi ‘ Covita Rios he worked the house, on a guarantee 
=" Rus « Albaicin | and percentage split, he took $18,000 
Koss bon O Trio | away as his end. Two-week shot 
Larkin 8 | Embassy fob 9 
+ ee 4 , Chu Chu Martinez pe Fet 28 
Cafe Soctety P Sydell & Suzy ; sac ecere ial 
(Downtown) iCapella & Patricia 
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ee | os yy hs | Nat Lorman, formerly with the 
Me 20 9 , ttn . ; — 
e Johnson lees Stacy Ore William Morris Agency, has joined 
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ate Society i ; tevue | a P - 
(Uptown) | Frankie Myers | sistant to Milt Deutch, head of the 
\k re i Sen’ ta Ore , | outfit. 
icia Bright | Nee arvey Orc j _— : : 
Jarnac | Havana-Madrd Agency handles talent formerly 
pe Foye | Ranchos booked by the Jack Robbins artist 
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Roxy, N. ¥. 

fosario & Antonio, Bob Hannon, 
Emma Otero, Tommy Trent, line 
(24) and showgirls (2). “The 
Razor's Edge” (20th), reviewed in 
Variety, Nov. 20, °46 

Problem in booking the vaude 
mate to Darryl F. Zanuck’s 146- 
minute magnum opus, “The Razors 
Edge,’ was a test in snowmanship 
that the Balaban-Rauch braintrust 


have passed with lots to spare. Wit 
only 25 minutes to maneuver | ; 
against the usual 45 to 60-minute 
layout, the current stage show look 


bigger than it really is and, at 
same time, is hand-in-glove with the 


serious mood generated by the pic- 
ture. Show 1 in eye-filling, gold- 
plated package that’s done with di 
nity and good taste without trippi 
on its face over some high-tone 


clinkers 

Dispensing with the usual array 
of Roxyvettes, the line for this show 
has been enhanced with the addition 
of 12 show girls and a 24-voice 
choral group led by H. Leopold 
Spitalny, brother of orch leader Phil 


Spitalny Chorus, togethe with 
Paul Ash’s house ba are partially 
hidden behind an elaborate columnat 
setup on the stage which cost nearly 
$25.000 and will probably be 

is a permanent part of future vaude 
set Phi now leparture§ fr 
run-of-the-mill presentations 


understood to be the forerunner olf 
a new policy at the Roxy which will 
culminate next spring with the stag- 
ing of an ice show. 

Opener is a vividly hued gypsy 
production number featuring »p- 
eratic soprano Emma Otero, singing 
“Estrellita” with a troupe of bril- 
liantly panoplied dancers gliding 
through a modern ballet. Numbe1 
sharply, but logically, segues into 
the flamenco team of Rosario and 
Antonio. Duo flash a standout brand 
of heel and castanet clicking, with 
the proceedings heightened in tem- 
perature by effective use of a spot 
that drenches them in a blood-red 
light Usually a better bet for 
niteries than for vaude, this team is 
made to shine in this house precisely 
because the earlier number prepared 
the patrons psychologically for this 
type of fare. 

Only light touch on the bill is sup- 
plied by Tommy Trent's punch and 
judy highjinks. Comic has a _ neat 
routine with two dolls which he 
manipulates from behind a cover, and 
bows out with a dancing puppet 
garbed in a phosphorescent costume 
which moves across the darkenea 
stage. Bricf stint registers nicely. 

As the house lights up following 
the temporary blackout, patrons are 
taken by surprise by a number in 
which 24 brilliantly costumed gals 
are lined in the aisles and in the 
boxes reaching from the floor to 
ceiling. As the spotlights fade on 
the gals, Johnny Ames, pinchhitting 
for Bob Hannon who was out with 
laryngitis on the show’s preem (20). 
takes over with some pleasant croon- 
ing of “All The Things You Are.” | 
Finale has the same number given 
an operatic treatment by Miss Otero 
assisted by the chorus. Herm. 


Million Dollar. L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 19. 
“Oh Susannah,” with Two Black 
Crows. Al Herman, Parker Gee, 
Howard Brothers (2), Georgette, | 
Buddy Helier. Audrey, Ted Wald- 
man, Jack 


Count Berni Vici All-Girl Orch (15); 
“The Inner Circle” (Rep). 
Old-fashioned minstrel show with 
some modern trimmings is really 
one for the a.k.’s. And, as a result 
of the Lew Dockstader doings in 


“The Jolson Story,” somewhat of a! 


demand for this sort of thing may 
be forthcoming from  vauderies 
around the country. This, however, 
isn’t it. It’s too long, too repetitive. 
too stale in the gag dept. It has all 
the old  tunes—“Mandy,.” “Ida,” 
“Light of the Silvery Moon,” “Liza”— 


and some new ones, but the talent is | 


spotty and there isn’t enough drive 
to put it over. 

Count Berni Vici fronts an all- 
girl band, a la Phil Spitalny. Parke 
Gee is interlocutor, and end men are 
the Black Crows, Al Herman, Buddy 
Heller. Ted Waldman and Jack Mc- 
Leod. Production number, “Mandy.” 
tees it off. with some prancings by 
Ted and Larry Howard, Georgette 
and the Minstrelettes, a six-gal line 
but with none of the dash that made 
it such a standout in “This Is the 
Army.” Melody Maids trio displays 
some solid piping in “Temptation”: 
however, it’s a stodgy arrangement 
Howards come back for some more 
tapping to “Chinatown.” 

Heller has the crowd with him 
most of the way in his “Rhythm 
Around the Room” stint with drum- 
sticks but goes overboard. Georgette, 
blonde wriggle wren whose abbre- 
viated costumes rouse the wolf calls, 
taps, dnd the all-gal crew gives out 
with “Allah’s Holiday” and “Bumble 
Boogie.”” Black Crows provide some 
Mr. Bones stuff that’s best de- 
scribed as nostalgic. Contortions are 


Audrey's contribution; the Howards | 


tap again; and the line struts in 
zebra-striped outfits to “Basin Street 
Blues.” “Blues in the Night” and “St. 
Louis Blues.” 

Al Herman’s blues are not the 


McLeod, Rose Marie, | 
Melody Maids (3), Minstrelettes (6), | 


ing with an old Bert Wheeler rou- 
tine. Rose Marie sings and plays the 
violin simultaneously; Ted Waldman 
harmonicizes “Ma, I Miss Your 
Apple Pie,” “Redwing” and = such- | 
like: Jack McLeod strums “Waitin’ | 
for the Robert E. Lee.” “Nobody's 
Sweetheart” and kindred items on | 
he banjo: and the finale is “O 
Susanna” by the entire ensemble. 

, Mike. 


National. L’ville 
suisville. Nov. 21 


Howard's Sta ind Gar 
(‘ha ise, Ross Wyse 
rr. 4 . Peggy Wo Bobby 
W ters, Sparky Kaye, Vanderbilt 
Boys, Joh Berry, Fran Brooks, 
V ‘ Pelleg Helaine Jarrow 
I > »()) VI ac VicCo »ll’s 
Ho O 10 G ) Kids 
PR( 
4 tab version of “Star and 
Garter,” produced by Harry Howard 
rement with Michael Todd, 
it production, from all angles, 
Vil D ht. colorful seis and a lively 
line (20) who re in there 
itching. Gals show to advantage in 
remptation” and “Girl on the Covet 
of the Police Gazette | 
Vanderbilt Boys pening turn, 
th f 1 balance g rou- 
T ids work it vening togs 
3) r i yf 
th Y that goe r bi Frank 
Brooks makes a solid impression in 


Helaine Jarrow, photogenic femme 
lance is larger tha most acro 
dancers but delivers with control 
york which is pleasing to look at 
Garners nice applause 


A welcome oldtimer on the bill is | 
Chaz Chase, the guy who eats every- | 
thing from his shirt front to lighted | 
matches, and gives an hilarious im- 


presh of a burley strip dancer. Lit- | 
tle guy closes with a few Russian ]| 
1 tor 4, } ’ 


1iock steps which set 


: d him off to a 
ng hand | 


Sparky Kaye and Vince Pellegrini | 
offer a few comedy moments 1n a 


yurley pri 


au wl 


e fight. Kave is the little 
0 garners the laughs whilst 

boastiully exchanging punches with 
1 hairy-chested pug (Pellegrini) 
who is a Golden Gloves winner ac- 
cording to the publicity. The skit 
brings a flock of laughs 

Ross Wyse, Jr. and Betty Womack 
» solid in the laugh department 
Pair showed here last summer at 
Iroquois Amphitheatre in ‘Babes in 
Toyland” and currently have the 
Wyse clicks with his 
eccentric steps, clowning, and falls, 
and their lifting business is funny, 
although a trifle vulgar Audience 
ate it up 

John Barry, romantic baritone, 
vocals introes in a well-trained voice. | 
Has smooth delivery and changes | 
costume often, all adding visually | 
and vocally to the ensemble 

House filled at show caught Thurs- | 
day (21) night. Hold. 

Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 21. 

Martells & Mignon (4). George 
Prentice, Jack Carter, Frances Lang- 
ford & Jon Hall, Ray Lang Orch 
(15): “Rendezvous with Annie” 
(Rep). 


.T 
iit 


same routine 











Current layout is headed by 
Frances Langford, songstress, aided 
by hubby, Jon Hall, from pix, and 
support bill of standard acts. 

Martells and Mignon open with a 
fast adagio act. Tossing of the little 
brunet femme among three huskies 
scores on artistry and thrills. 

George Prentice garners hefty | 
laughs with his Punch and Judy 
show. Manipulates dolls expertly to 
win nice applause. 

Jack Carter, last seen here at the 
Latin Quarter, works fast all through 
the show as comic and m.c. Warms 
‘em up with comedics and then goes 
,into impreshes of Gable, Boyer, 
|Grant, etc., as done by certain 
animals. Adds up for nice response. 

Miss Langford leads off with “Blue 
Skies.” swings into a pop medley 
and “You Belong to My Heart.” In- 
tersperses numbers with comedy re- 
partee with Hall, with couple team- 
ing on “I Like Mike” for solid re- 
turns and plenty bows. 

Theatre at first show about three 
quarters fMll 


Chicago. Chi 


Chicago, Now. 22. 








State, N. Y. 
Benny Fields, Willie, West & Mc- 


|Ginty, Cheena De Simone Dancers | 


(6), Murphy Sisters (3), Ted & Flo 
Vallett. Louis Basil Orch; “The 
Killers” (U) 


Benny Fields. who has been play- 
ing Loew’s State twice annually for 
the last decade, is by now a tradi- 
tion at this house. But despite the 
comparative frequency of his ap 


pearances, he hasn't lost his fresh 
ness for th State patronage and 
A th eacn sc 1oOT here inval ibly 
ymes up with something new in the 
manner of presentation so that oldies 
ire given a new viewpoint and pops 


ire given an angle that distinguishes 
1em from orthodox renditions 
Fields n rarely get off the stage 
t LESS tnar 20 a 2 tes and show 
caught was no exception He went 
through “South America Take It 
Away” to “Melancholy Baby” doing 
two encores in the process for the 
usual returns. 

Rest of the layout is up to pal 
with Willie. West and McGinty reg- 
istering strongest among the sur- 
rounding talent. Olsen and Johnson 
have had a toehold on this comedy 
team for many years and theyre 


now making up for lost time in the 
vauders Theil col t! ction ict is 
me of th ful st the boara 
today giving out with a |} grade 
‘f slapstick that gets over for top 
results 


The Murphy sisters in the deuce 
provided an unbilled note of appre 
hension and anticipation during their 
turn when one of the gal’s shouldet 
straps broke to provide further mys- 
tery to the problem of what keeps 
it up. However, their vocal offer 
ings weren't as interesting. Their 
slight delivery and a non-too-sapient 
song selection failed ta get maximum 


; returns 


Ted and Flo Vallett (New Acts) 


i baton twir'ters opening the shindig 


and the Cheena De Simone. dance 
turn of three couples, wind up the 
Latter have picturesque 
routines, but several participants 
need further exverience Males’ 
handling of the gals during the lifts 
could be improved considerably 
Jose 


session 


Hippodrome. Balto 
Baltimore, Nor. 24 

Hoosier Hot Shots (4), Castle Sis 
ters (2). Gary Morton, Pat Hill & 
Co.. (2), Felice Iula House Orch 
(12): “Vacation in Reno” (RKO). 

It’s the Hoosier Hot Shots who are 
bringing them in this week but the 
surrounding layout chalks up a good 
assist right up to the closing slot 
wisely allotted the headlining quar- 
tet of comedy corn peddlers. The 
Castle Sisters, well trained hoofers. 
provide a sprightly getaway high- 
lighted by ballet style tappery to 
“Warsaw Concerto.” Make good spot 
for Guy Morton, personable comic 
who uses familiar material but gets 
a goodly share of laughs. Handles 
a gag wel! and throws in some vocal- 
izing and impressions to help. 

Pat Hill and an assistant manipu- 
late puppets at stage level and de- 
liver an appealing novelty with a 
pair of jitterbugging dolls: a clown 
in funny business with a suitcase; a 
sepia piano player and a_ strong 
closing bit of Harry James and his 
trumpet. 

Hoosier Hot Shots give out with 
their trademarked vocals and gags 
off the cob backed up by instrumen- 


entrance and hold ’em all the way. 
Biz okay. Burm. 
Apolle. N. Y¥. 

Ernie Fields Orch (15), Wynoni 
Harris, 4 Step Bros., Apus & Estrel- 
lita, Salt & Pepper, Mel Moore, 
Johnny Ladher, Pigmeat, John Bunn, 
Sybil Lewis, “Last Crooked Mile” 
(Rep). 





Layout of this Harlem showcase 
tends to lean on the mediocre side 
with exception of Wynoni Harris. 
who's billed “King of the Blues.” 
Biz was off opening night Friday 
(22). 

Ernie Fields’ 15-man combo con- 
sisting of three rhythm, five reed 
and seven brass open with two jive 
numbers paving the way for Salt & 
Pepper, femme terp team. Gals 
togged in brown suits and white 








Lena Horne, Herb Shriner, 4 
Erans Phil Moore, Lou Breese Orch 
(15); “Nobody Lives 
(WB). 


Headliner this week is Lena 
Horne, sepia songstress from films. 
Gal really rocks them with her ren- 
dition of songs calculated to race the 
pulse beats. Singer works in a tight- 
fitting white gown that accents the 
vocal renditions. Tunes’ included 
“Squeeze Me,” “Why Shouldn't I,” 
“Old Fashioned Love” and “Stormy 
Weather.” Fine piano accompanying 
by Phil Moore, her arranger, brings 
sharp reception. 

Show opener is Four Evans. Young 
tapsters open with dance and then 
bring on ma and pa for contrast 
stepping. All click with smart hoof- 
ery that’s appreciated. 

Herb Shriner fullows and keeps 
‘em happy with his comedy and har- 
monica playing to garner nice salvos. 

Band number this week is “Cow 
Cow Boogie” with clarinetist John 


singing kind: guy really gives with | Massek doing some nifty work in 


the smokehouse stuff, besides doing | 
an Eddie Leonard on “Ida” and giv-' 


hot licks. Lou Breese does usual 
fine job of backing up the show, 


| 
Forever” | 





blouses deliver a fast tap routine 
| to fair salvos. 

Apus & Estrellita score with songs 
|} and comic patter. Tall gal in sleek 
| blue gown has a powerful pair of 
| pipes and uses ’em to good effect in 
| chirping “Tired of Waiting for You” 
j}and “There'll be a Change in the 
| Weather.” Male partner garners 
}chuckles clad in zoot suit with 
|striped pants. .Close to solid ap- 
plause with a Latino routine where 
| both brandish castanets while terp- 
|} ing a rhumba. 

Mel Moore, though possessing a 
| fair voice, needs to develop a better 
{sense of showmanship Croons 

“Funny That Way” and “Christmas 
Song.” 

Fields’ band, obviously an earnest 
aggregation, is long on brass and 
short on melody. A trombonist and 
arranger, Fields makes a personable 
maestro and occasionally contribs a 
few licks on the slush pump. Band’s 
chief fault is its proclivity to noise 
which is curbed only when essaying 
Gershwin’s “Summertime.” 

Johnny Ladher and an _ unbilled 
femme assistant are the only ofays 
on the bill. Former juggles cigar, 





tation, featuring a kazoo and a wash- | 
board. Get good reception on their | 


| top hat and cane to so-so mitting 
| then scales what appears to be a 15- 
foot ladder, mounting it both for- 
ward and backward. Fiddles “You 
Belong to My Heart” while balancing 
| aloft with femme on the vocal. 

Wynoni Harris lives up to his bill- 
ing of “King of the Blues.” Chants 
two tunes, “Papa Treetop Tall” and 
‘Give Me My Mornin’ Exercise.” 
Has a fine flair for showmanship— 
rolls his eyes, stomps his feet and 
delivery in general is so infectious 
that it pervades both band and audi- 

nee alike. Lyrics, decidedly on the 
undoubtedly could not be 
sung in any house except the Apollo 
Orch’s own enthusiasm ts inclined to 
yet the best of ‘em and at times its 
blaring almost drowns out Harris’ 
stentorian tones 

Four Step Bros standard terp 
quartet shine with their expert 
icro tapology. Comedy relief is sup- 
plied by Pigmeat, John Bunn and 
Svbil Lewis. Built around domestic 
life, blackout draws the usual reac- 
tion 


' 
ue ae 


Gavety. Montreal 
Montreal, Nev. 25 

Morey & Eaton, Johnnie Barnes, 
Collins & Bailey, 3 Arnauts, Ted 
Martin, Morgan Dancers (2), Phyllis 
Colt Sheila Lind, Line (10), Len 
Howard Orch (9) 

Nothing extraordinary in thi 
week's Gayety parley but it all adds 
up to a pleasant enough bill 

Harry Eaton in the emcee slot 
does a good job, getting laughs with 
much tried-and-true material. Comes 
back later with gal partner in own 
spot for-a clicko hat routine and a 
canine bit 

Johnnie Barnes’ registers in a 
tapping stint, with his juve Hal 
LeRoyish personality and delivery 
varnering a nice mitt 
ire the Morgan dancers, two gals 
Costumes are attention-getters and 
“Mizaloo” routine and samba sell 
nicely 

Collins and Bailey do an average 
balancing stint. The Arnauts get a 
hefty palm for clever fiddling and 
acro routine seguing into their socko 
panto sketch. 

Ted Martin sells his warbling with 
an okay set of pipes but that “Be- 
guine.” “Donkey Serenade,” “Temp- 
tation,” are now passe. Needs new 
songs and arrangements 
Phyllis Colt clicks in her song stanza 
Shiela Lind does okay in the strip 


spot Line still so-so Len How- 
ard’s orch cuts a nice show Biz 
fairish Laza 


| Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, Now. 22 

Winter Sisters (3), Jerry & Jane 
Brandow, Joey Adams, Tony Canzo 
neri & Mark Plant; “Angel On My 
Shoulder” (UA). 

Capitol departs from its standard 
I 
{ 


| Plant combe, who follow novelty 
| pattern of their own. The Adams 
/antics make bill one of the bright 
spots of recent weeks. 

Adams’ comedy is somewhat out 
of line for this town, just a shade too 
Broadway for tastes of Capitol cus- 
| tomers and often completely lost on 
| them. But the little guy has such a 
| winning personality, and so obvi- 
{ously knocks himself out to please, 
| that he gets returns throughout. He 
bounces all over the stage, runs up 
and down aisles haranguing his part- 
ners, and gets the galleries into that 
“something — special” 
Adams-Plant “Sonny Boy” routine is 
roof-raising. 

Canzoneri, as fall guy for Adams, 
is somehow winning, despite his 
dumb, cow-like act. The ex-champ, 
being brow beaten by the little guy, 
| has the desired psychological effect. 

Winter Sisters, bright trio of acro- 
jterpers, make pleasant curtain 
| raiser. Jerry and Jane Brandow, in 
| 
| 


{ 


a versatile exhibition of hoofing, 
|combined with piano and sax rou- 


tines, register. Lowe. 


Miami, Nov. 22. 
Kitty Kallen, Tyler, Thorn & Rob- 
erts, Jimmy Jemae, Benny Meroff 


|} with Kitty McLaughlin, Les Rhode 


| Olympia, Miami 
| 


| House Orch (13); “Cloak and Dag- | 


ger” (WB). 

In and out layout here this week 
comes off in just that fashion. 

Topliner is Kitty Kallen, nifty 
looking, smartly gowned ex-band 
thrush with the usual good arrange- 
ments and the faults of most ex-orch 
vocalists. The voice is there, though 


not too well projected for full val- | 


ues. Perhaps the band was a bit too 

loud for her. Best numbers were 

“Blue Skies” and “Man I Love.” 
Benny Meroff emcees and in own 


spot purveys a well rounded assort- | 


ment of corn delivered a bit too fast 
for most of the house to catch. 
Works with Kitty McLaughlin as 
foil. to garner fair amount of laughs. 
Gal does a neat bit of tapstering. 

Cometly dance trio Tyler, Thorn 
|and Roberts get over in solid fash- 
ion with their drunk dance routine. 
Earned themselves healthiest mitting 
of the session. 

Standard legerdemain is handled 
well by Jimmy Jemae. Essays the 
usual card and cigaret tricks. Over- 
lall effect is aided no little by his 
| abstaining from the tired patter a 
lot of magicos seem to think is nec- 
essary to their act. Lary. 





Other terpers | 


our-act format this week with more | 
han half the show turned over to | 
| Joey Adams-Tony Canzoneri-Mark | 


mood. The | 


Strand, N. Y. 
Ray McKinley Orch (17) 


wi 
Teddy Norman & Chris ian 
Miriam Lavelle, Lorraine Rognay 


with Pat McCaffrie, Miguelito Val 
des; “Never Say Goodbye” (WR). 
reviewed in Variety, Oct. 23. "4g" 

This is one of those ac: eptable 
stage shows—nothing out of the 
oftiinary, yet with enough ents : 
ment merit to pass critical 





*rtain- 
muster, 


Ray McKinley’s band is spotty put 
ts leader is personable enough, and 
there are such acts as Miriam La. 


velle, Lorraine Rognan with Pat Me. 
Cattrie, and Miguelito Valdes to 
give this bill sufficient variety 
it needs 


lor 


It's a far cry from the Strand 
bandstand’s previous ) : 


cupant, 
Lionel Hampton, wherein the Me. 
Kinley outfit is concerned: the cur- 


rent occupant certainly lacks drive, 
but McKinley has an ingratiating 
manner, sings pleasantly enough and 
has an inning for himself a¢ the 
drums to moderate the impression 
of the rest of his layout 

The two singers with the band are 
just fair. Teddy Norman, the boy, 
seemed to be liked by the audience 
when caught; the girl, Chris Adams, 
sings mechanically and needs to be 
dressed better than she was at the 
last show Friday (22) 

Miss Rognatr singling fora ouple 
ot years, ever since the aeath of her 
partner and husband, Roy Rognan, 
in the Lisbon Clipper crash almost 
four years ago, has acquired a new 
partner, finally, Pat McCaffrie, a 
good-looking blonde youth How- 
ever, where Roy Rognan was able to 
foil so expertly for the zanyisms of 
his diminutive partner, McCaffrie 
has few of the mannerisms that dis- 
tirtmuished the forme: Rognar was 
an expert, of course, and McCaffrie 
is not to be judged too harshly by 
such top-drawer standards, especi- 
ally when one considers that the pair 
have only recently teamed. Other- 
wise, Miss Rognan draws plenty of 
guffaws with her eccentric comedy, 

Miss Lavelle remains an amazing 
acrobatic dancer on any rostrum; 
her few moments are bound to draw 


| a smash response, as they do here. 


Valdes is the male prototype of 
Diosa Costello, with his Latin 
rhythm songs, and he gets over, as 
usual Kahn 


Eye-filling | 


RKO. Boston 


Boston. Nov. 22 


Freddie Slack Orch, Ella Mae 
Morse, Prof. Bockwards, Harrison, 
Carroll & Ross; “White Tie and 
Tails’ «U) 


A jump show, this layout also hap- 
pens to have a well charged bunch 
of vaude specialties to go with it and 
result is staunch. 

Freddie Slack Orch opens with 
| jet propelled jump number but later 
displays its boogie beat plus a num- 
ber of stylish settings of current 
faves. Goes too much for noise and 
high pressure and often crowds too 
many notes into the bar to make for 
any sense—as in Don Brassfield’s sax 
soloing on “The Man I Love,” but in 
its field it’s okay. Slack ivories “Cu- 
ban Sugar Mill,” “Southpaw Sere- 
|nade” ete., for a strong reception, 
and accompanies Ella Mae Morse— 
who still ranks as one of the top 
warblers around—in “Cow Cow 
Boogie,” “Patty Cake,” “Mr. Five By 
Five” et al., also for a beg-off. Dotty 
Ann Dare also gets salvos with a 
couple of vocals. 

Harrison, Carroll and Ross, fairly 
new around here, wow iti a comedy 
|tap routine with piano specialties 
|}and general hoke, and make a ter- 
| rific impression. Looks like a power- 
\ful act. Other contribution is by Prof. 
Backwards, whose blackboard stuff 
|}and timely patter offers neat con- 
| trast, and also scores. In short, it’s 
|a sharp layout and very big with the 
customers. Biz was looking better 
this week. Elie. 


Earle, Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
Ink Spots, Eddie Vinson Orch, 
Coke & Poke; Dinah Washington, Peg 
| Leg Bates; “Criminal Court” (PRC). 





This all-sepia revue, with top bill- 
ing going to the Ink Spots, offers a 
fast-moving show that, packed ‘em 
in and pleased ‘em plenty opening 
day (22). Biz capacity when caught. 

While the popular song stylists, the 

| Ink Spots. were big name draw, the 
remarkable one-legged tap dancer, 
Peg Leg Bates, ran off with the show 
insofar as the customers were con- 
cerned. This personable, agile pet- 
| former won round after round of ap- 
plause as he went through his really 
amazing terp routine. ; 

While Bill Kenney, tenor, remails 

the only original member of the Ink 
Spots, his three colleagues and him- 
self put over their numbers In boft 
style. Kenney sparks the rest of the 
| boys, and dominates the perform- 
ance, both as vocalist and emcee 

Eddie Vinson and his band start 

|} show off with rousing rendition 9 
“Birth of Blues.” aided by Georse 
Jenkins, drummer, in a feature spot. 
Vinson pleases with vocals on “Juice 
Head Baby” and “Cleanhead Boog!e 
Coke and Poke, comedy song al 
dance team, get lots of laughs, pal~ 
ticularly in whirlwind windup with 
Coke doing female impersonation. 
Songstress Dinah Washington 
warbles a bit on the strident side, 
but scores with “Walkie Talkie. 
I'm Lucky.” Shal. 
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Equity Council to Hear Program 


Of Expansive 


expansive program of welfare * 


An 
(activities) for the purpose of 
chieving unily within Equity has 
i Some of the pro- 


; sed 

been proposce. : Sate fee 

cals are deemed outside of Equity’s 
Use « 


functions but the schedule 
problems and complexities 
considered by 
winter. 


iy 
propel 
outlines 
that will probably be 
Equity s council during the 
Among the proposals are meven 
for veterans welfare, which, how- 
is a field being handled by gov- 
agencies th 


viner 
, ; 
consideration of | 





ever, 
ernment and other 
suggestions call for 
group insurance, a move to clarify 
the Negro discrimination — issue, | 
merging of ail talent association af- 
filiates (which has been tussled with 
for years), a welfare fund, expansion 
of the experimental theatre, a de- 
cision on junior and senior eligibil- 
ity. a check on le gislation detrimen- 
tal to the theatre, a change in build- | 
ing codes whereby theatres could be | 


| 


built in conjunction with stores. 
office buildings 01 hotels, a contract 
committee for negotiation of the | 
basic agreement with the managers, 
more better 
conditions and higher pay 

There are committees working on | 
some of the issues presented but it 
appears that some of the younger | 
members want quicker action. In- 
dicated that if Equity adopts the 
proposals it will be necessary to 
raise dues, which at $18 annually 
(half that amount if the member 
originally belonged to another talent 
union) are the lowest in the setup | 
of the Associated Actor and Artistes 
of America, the parent union If | 
group insurance can be obtained the | 
only manner for paying the costs 
would be through assessments. 


. | 
employment, working | 


| 
| 
} 
j 


A Manager Problem 

The idea about modernizing build- 
ing laws which would encourage 
capital to invest in new theatrical 
realty is believed to be a managerial | 
problem rather than one for actors 
If a welfare fund is agreed upon, its 
financing would be another point in 
the probable necessity of boosting 
the dues. There are no specific pro- | 
posal for revision of the pact with | 
the managers so far but the agree- 
ment will expire at the end of the 
season and, if any radical proposals 
arise, such changes would be | 
negotiated next summer. 

Equity and probably other talent | 
unions has expended much time and | 


} 


money in trying to work out a 

| 
formula whereby one big union | 
could be established. When the 


problem looked comparatively close 
to solution, the plan fell apart be- 
cause each talent group wanted to 
retain its identities and, naturally, 
its officers. It’s generally agreed that 
the idea should eventuate but no 
one has yet come forth with a 
workable program. 


Gloomy Monday 
Monday (25) first night of the 
brownout occasioned by the coal 
strike, Broadway business was 
as dull as the lighting and with 
500 incoming and outgoing trains 
taken off the schedule the usual 


Welfare Activities 





|Doree, Jennie Tourel, Arthur! | 
| Carron, Jacques Gerard, Kar] Lauf- | e . réeem 


| koetter, 





The general welfare plan was out- 


lined to the council by Martin Blane, 
who is 


not of that body but is a 
member of Equity. 
Inquiry made recently about 


group insurance resulted in the 
discovery that actors are not eligible 
because they don't have the same 
employer. Individual policies for 
hospitalization can be obtained, and 
such service probably could be | 
economically provided through aa | 
ealth and welfare fund, which too 
Could pay medical fees. Fund could 
be established by annual assessment 
or by raising the dues. 


FRIML OPERETTA FOR 


| directed 





BROADWAY NEXT FALL 


First operetta with a Rudolf Frim] 
Score in several years is slated to hit 
Broadway next fall. Russell Janney, 
Producer of “Vagabond King,” has 
completed tne book for the new 
show and will produce it in associa- 
tion with his son, William. 

Janney, who huddled with 

uring a recent trip to the Coast. 
Said the composer is currently work- | 
iy On two operettas. First one will 
re based on an American theme, | 
tst that Friml has_ ever written 

ast has not yet been set. 
ae also plans to tour a new 
¢ Company of “King” shortly 
after Christmas, date depending on 
ag — be can find the right actor 
€ Francois Villon role. Pro- | 
ears last did the show at the Shu- | 
ig N. Y., in the summer of 1943, | 
nd said he'll use the entire $100,006 | 
Production, including sets, costumes, 
“ee Which is now lying in a store- 
tenga _It’s unlikely, Janney said, | 
at he'll try to bring “King” back | 

Broadway. 


Frim] | 


influx for Thanksgiving is defi- 
nitely unlikely. 

Reports from midtown hotels 
was that “the bottom fell out,” 
it being known that many room 
reservations were cancelled and 


Met Opera Departees 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. 
had a considerable change 
this 





has | 


in roster | 


al Strike Linked to Upped Prices 
As Causes for Legit B.0. Tepidity 


+ Ominous threat to show business 
from the coal strike may have been 
a factor in the decline of attendance 
on Broadway but only some attrac- 
tions were materially 





New Boston Legiter 


Boston, Nov. 23. 


Globe theatre, long burley head- affected and 














season, with several standbys| ticket brokers appeared pessi- 
no longer on the list | miistic over the outlook. 
Departees include Kerstin Thor- ———— 
borg, Armand  Tokatyan, Doris 


Ella 
Elwood Gary. Several of these 


Julius Huehn, Flesch 


ana 


| | 
| singers are returning to their native 
lands; others are concentrating ~" un S a vy 


recital careers, etc. 


There have been many pro and 


‘ 3 . |con opinions following the experi- 
Flag Is Ne arly | ment of starting first nights on 


Half-Mast at 11156) 


three new 
than 
approximately 
Despite use of further large dis- 
play ads on “A Flag Is Born,” and | ; PN 
the | to afford two or three critics on 


shows last week, rather 
the customary 





curtain 
half an 
No other manager has announced | 


ringup 


hour later. 





the fact that it moved from : 

Music Box to the Broadway, at- | ™0rning papers more time to write 
tendance to the highly regarded their notices. Indicated that it was 
Jewish propaganda drama dropped | a stunt, although advocated by the 


more than for any attraction on the Critics Circle, with indications that 
list last week. Takings at the Broad- | the idea will not become general. 
way, which has a capacity almost | Three openings this week will begin 


On Show Angeling 


an early curtain, primarily designed | 





; \at “nor ” time subse- 
twice that of the Music Box, were | ®t the “normal” time, and sub 


less than $11,500, whereas expenses | quent premieres will probably do 
for the week were reported over | likewise. ; ; 
$21,000 mostly because of the ad| ‘Some first nighters liked the early 
costs. j Start because, with the curtain down | 
“Flag” is sponsored by the Ameri- | 4Pproximately at 10:40 they were 
can League for Free Palestine, and | able to emerges from the theatre 
it is supposed that backers of that | district without the usual delays 
movement will sustain the red of the caused by transportation so 
stage presentation. Whether the show Others complained about being | 
will be sent on tour appears still to rushed at dinner and feared in- 


digestion. There were no suggestions 


be undecided. Luther Adler, who took : 
hina bag . so treeapiber that all performances shift to an 


over the lead when Paul Muni with- 





early start. 


drew, is slated to leave for Holly- ; 
wood after another week Jacob Heretofore, attempted radical 
Ben-Ami is his possible successor, changes in starting performances or | 


latter having been in South America | Staggered curtains to ease traffic 
for Yiddish legit appearances there | appeared to make playgoing more 
but is reported on his way back to difficult rather than making it con- 
New York. | venient for the customers. 
Rental contract for the Broadway | 7 

has another two weeks to go, deal | ¢ ’ e 

being made with the expectation Lucasta Winds Up 
that Adler would be able to remain. 

Those interested in “Flag” believe | 


‘Longest’ N.Y. Run; 
that the admission scale at $4.80 ap- | agent L: me 
pears too steep for a house with 1,- | D B 7 ) 

| ue Back in Spring 


000 seats on the lower floor, ql 
though the drama was presented at The Broadway company of “Anna 
winding up Saturday 


the Alvin and Adelphi, each Of | pieasta” is 








which also has a large capacity. (30) after playing well over two 
“C iii Ties years, the longest New York run of 
Negro ‘Claudia’ Unit ore : 
8 U any colored-cast Grama. A _ return 
Set for Winter Tour date is announced for the spring. 
Negro Drama Group, which just| Cjgimed that the engagement’s 
finished a six-week tour of the south Sante tn shank ot cide. ts to 
and southwest presenting Rose | "#8 ig oe “Reuite a pl oad 
Franken’s “Claudia,” has been = A sh a’ thoes pire iy “a 
signed for a further winter tour, be- fore going on tour, dated to begin 
ginning Dec. 2 in Dayton. Group, ee: Sk in Clements 


and managed by Powell 


Lindsay, will work west before re- | According to Nick Holde, general | 
Wildberg, who| 


. ° . — } < ace rf ) 
turning to the south again in Febru- | Manager .0F John 


This will be first such exten- | presents “Anna,” the show was as- 


ary. 
sive trip for this or any other he tenancy at the Mansfield un- 
similar Negro legit unit doing a| til Jan. 4 by Michael Myerberg, who 


straight play. 
Group is booked by National Con- 
cert & Artists Corp. 


pe the house, and therefore had 
not entered into road booking con- 
tracts. Ordinarily when a _ play 
closes, Equity regulations stipulate 
a lapse of eight weeks before it can 
resume. In making the concession 
to relight in a shorter interval, the 
“Lucasta” management agreed that 
all in the cast are to continue in the 
show, if the players so desire, but 
/new contracts are to be issued ex- 
icept to those with run-of-the-play 
contracts, which are not affected by 
the layoff. Holde states that Myer- 








Current London Shows 


London, Nov. 26. 
“And No Birds Sing,” Aldwych. 
“Away From It All,” Embassy. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Crime & Punishment,’ Globe. 
“Cyrano de Bergerac,” New. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand. 
“Follow the Girls,” Majesty's 








“Fools Rush In,” Fortune. lopens at the Mansfield next week, 
“Grace of God,” St. James. jignoring the verbal arrangement 
“Grand National Night,” Apollo. {that “Lucasta” remain into New| 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. Year's week ‘ 

“Here Come the Boys,” Saville. - -——- 

“High Time,” Palladium. 


“Honeymoon,” York's. 

“Lady Frederick,” Savoy 
“Message for Margaret,” Duchess 
“Night and Laughter,” Coliseum. 
“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“Our Betters,” Playhouse. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Piccadilly Hayr de,” Wales. 
“Pick-Up Girl,” Casino. 
“Poltergeist,” Vaudeville. 
“Shephard Show,” Princes. 

“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Skin of Teeth,” Piccadilly. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. | 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. | Officers are also governors, others 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. | named to the board being Herman 
“Treble Trouble,’ Garrick. Bernstein, Max Gordon, Louis Lo- 
“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. itito, Mrs. Martin (Louise) Beck, 
“Windermere’s Fan,” Haymarket. | Vinton Freedley, 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyrié. iner, John Wildberg, Dwight Deere 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall. i Wiman and Kermit Bloomgarden. 


Brock Pemberton Heads 


Brock 
president of the 
| York Theatres 
(26) 


who 


elected 
New 
annual meeting 
Marcus 


a vice-presi- 


Pemberton was 
League of 
at 11s 
| Tuesday succeeding 
| Heiman becomes 
dent, along with Lee Shubert 
|bert Miller is again treasurer 
| Herman Shumlin secretary 


and 


| loss 


quarters on Washington street and 
more recently a film house when Al 
Summerby abandoned burley there 


indications are that the 
road also slipped. Usually there is a 
steady drop in grosses after Thanks- 


shows on 


because of censorship and other | giving, continuing until Christmas 
troubles, has been bought by E. M. | put the downward trend Started al- 
Loew and Maxwell Finn. most two weeks before turkey day 

Announce they're going to make Most of the shows that skidded 
it a legit house as of Jan. 1, but no | are among the long-stayers. at least 
bookings announced so far. House} one of which will definitely finale 


will be refurbished and renamed. 


Mull Tax Status 


| by New Year’s, with others likely to 
follow suit. Yet there seems to be 
plenty of business for the new hits 
despite the chances that trips to the 
metropolis may be cancelled _ be- 
cause of the Federal directive to rail 
lines to cut their 
count of the strike 
The brownout has started and it's 
possible that Broadway may siage 
the survival of the fittest before the 
strike is ended. If so, the matter of 
| ticket prices may be a factor, with 


schedules on ac- 


Any change in the status of limited 
partnership for income tax purposes 


ay cause a radical revisi in : 
may cause a radical revision in the | ingications that the managers, also 
backing of legit productions, many |4,. 1. oe = oleae died a : 
the brokers have overreached them- 
of which have multiple angels elves in boosting the rat Th 
selves ‘ “ates. ere 
= P ] “ence : 
There is a difference of opinion | or¢ divergent reports about the pub- 
among attorneys and accountants lie spending temper From e 
. ° ror on 
who specialize in tax problems, but source it is said > eA atronage is 
: a s s s oO b 
so far checkers for the Treasury ifor the better bl nie mead d 
rd : Nn 


Dept. have okayed individual deduc- 


tickets but reports from some agen- 


tions as income losses in instances | |; ; 

so Ps hag hr gylllager ecient por cies is the reverse, Instead of de- 
ere 1 - artnersnips TiC I — . P 

‘s pa k ' manding tickets regardless of price, 

1e rec 


customers are now asking what the 
cost is. 

There are 12 straight plays on the 
; current list with a box office top of 
$4.80 as against $4.20 which was the 
trend last season, when only a few 
plays had the higher rate. Nine of 
the 4.80ers include three incomers 
this week. That is the scale used by 
some musicals which however, lift 
to $6 at the weekends. There are 
three musicals at $6 throughout the 


The alternate method of investing 
in shows, where the management is 
a corpoiation, is claimed to be a 
safer way for multiple backers by 
some private experts; others, 
however, Investors in 
shows where there is a corporation 
are supposed to make “loans” to the 
management, and if the show clicks 
the profits are classified as capital 
gains, not subject to as high a tax 
percentage as for other income 


tax 


disagree 


. ; ; ; ic week and one with a top of $6.60 

Capital loss, when shows enc in the | (“Annie Get Your Gun”). 

red, can similarly be more advanta- One drama (“The Iceman 
° « 

geous to the investor than normal 


Cometh”) has a $5.40 top, explained 
by the fact that it is performed but 


Proponents of limited partnerships | cjy times weekly (no matinees) 


contend that when shows flop, in- List also has eight straight ‘shows 
dividual backers are entitled to} with a $4.20 top, while ge are 
deduct the losses on their income y 


only three at $3.60. 
are inclusive of the Government 
20% tax and it’s possible that 
Washington will again be asked to 
slice the levy, if a real slump sets in. 

Coal crisis was blamed on the 
closing of several roadshows and 
| while the strike may hamper tours, 


All such prices 
tax returns in 


Some showmen 


the regular manner. 
seem to be wary, 
feeling that the Internal Revenue 
Department may rule that because 
such investments are not the regular 
business of the backer, regulation | 
deductions in cases of losses should 





not be applicable. There is no in-' that hasn’t happened as yet. Known 
dication that such a ruling Will | that in two instances the operating 
eventuate, limited-partnership ad- | cocts are so high that exceptional 
herents saying that there is no grosses are necessary to better an 
logical reason why indisputable even break and neither attraction is 
losses shall not be allowed, since | hooked up to play one-week stands 
there is no limitation on the scope 





of the tax payer's field of legitimate 
business endeavors by the statutes 
The difference of opinion is 
demic as of the present. | 


PRESSURE CONTINUES 
VS. D. C. NEGRO BIAS 


Washington, Nov. 26. 
Pressure to compel the National, 
town’s sole fulltime legit, to open: its 
doors to Negroes, continued here this 


aCa- 


Mimi Benzell Signed 
For London Musical 
Signing of Mimi Benzell for the 
Lee Ephraim musical, “The Chinese 
Nightingale,” for London next 
spring, is the latest indication of the 


week in the form of a so-called “eco- 


|nomie boycott.” Small groups of 


segue of present and former Met- | Negroes, in some cases accompanied 
rovolitan Opera Assn. singers into 


legit. Miss Benzell is currently sing- ay Waite Gene neenern, wens turnee 





} 


|berg booked in “Years Ago,” which | tenor, and Polyna Stoska 
| City Center 


| more 
| 


League N. Y. Theatres 


Gil- 
| 


Lawrence Lang- | 


ing at the Met, and will leave at away from “Bloomer Girl,” current 
close of the season. attraction at the theatre, at the llth 
Norman Cordon and_ Richard , "Our, just before curtam time. 
Manning left Met ranks this fal] | Compared to last week, however, 
for the forthcoming Dwight Deere when 33 leading dramatists made 
Wiman musical, “Street Scene.” | headlines with their boycott of the 
Same show will also have Sydney | capital’s theatres in protest of racial 


discrimination, the controversy had 
subsided into a quiet but determined 
campaign to lower the bars. 


Rayner, onetime Met and San Carlo 
from N. Y 


Opera Co. (‘Another 


soon-due musical, “In Gay New ——-~ 

Orleans.” will have Cyrena Van | Equity’s Sounding Board 

Gordon, onetime Chicago Opera Co.| Equity is keen to ascertain the 

Star. as its lead) attitude of managers generally, and 
especially of talent in other 


stage unions, in an attempt to solve 


Circus Buys Army Cars 


Ringlin 3ros. Barnum & Bailey the Negro bias problem before it 
ngling s., Bz Y : Bailey - ; 
, 1 cai : - mG peed wil] attempt to arrive at a decision. 
circu las 0 an up Army 
surplus hospital railway cars for | 
probable e as travel and living . , . 
quarters for its personnel. Bid of Goodkind s Legiter 
$15.000 a car to the War Assets Ad- Larney Goodkind, who recently 
ministration was one of the 16 ! gned from Universal after nine 
entered years as story and play editor, has 
. bought “Some of the Sky,” play by 
| ‘ , 
’ ~~ J OSE ph An nony. 
MARKEY’S 2 PLAYS It will be his first legit production. 
Pearl S. Buck, whose new novel Misia 
‘Pavilion of Women.” is due this 


GETS FLA. STRAWHAT 


| month, putting final touches to her 
if 


new play. “Plum Blossoms.” which T. C. Upham’s Palm Beach Play- 
Alexander Markey has scheduled for | house opens for a 12-week season at 
production the Florida resort on Dec. 30. 


operated the Cape 
the 


Upham has 
May, N. J., Playhouse during 
| summer months for years. 


It follows his first announced ven- 
|ture, Sherwood Anderson's." Wines- 
| burg, Ohio.” 





58 LEGITIMATE 





VARIETY 


i 


Wednesday, November 27, 1946 





Labor Unrest Doesn't Balk Road B.0. 
With Proper Ballyhoo, Sez Wildberg 


By JOHN WILDBERG }crometers every once in a while and 


a i t > e ‘- AS ‘ TY 
The industrial unrest throughout | 50!"S fo the theatre : . > pina 
the nation has made its mark on the! Of fact, Everett Finch, local drama 


road legit scene Newspapers on | Citic, seems to be a good sagt a 
strike. factories shut down. and the tative of the peoples reelit 4 in the 
lack of public utilities have created | ©! He is awed by anything theat 
some disorder, but it doesn’t stop} '! il. He couldn't get enough nror- 
people from coming to the theatre. mation ibo it tt e ve h n ae 
,| College, in Schenectady, Is a pro 
When ‘Anna  Lucasta” played swe modeen achool which en- 
Springfield, Mass., all four of the nti cana ane On oa te the thee 
city’s newspapers were on strike. It), cS acct ie. obilie Sine euaebii 
presented a very delicate situ —- nd found that a large and active 


How would the show be publicized 
No one was taking ads, 
papermen were spending their time 

at other places than their desks Frown on 1-Niters 

Milton Hale, manager of the Cort Most showmen frown on. one- 
Square theatre, he!ped ease the situ-. night stands. As a matter of fact, 
ation. He talked with Louise Macs.| many shows are so large that they 
local critic, and as a result she went/| cannot be set for a one-nighter, but 
on the local radio station and did her |[T have found that one performance 


iramatic club has been in existence 


id the news- 
and t — for a number of vears 


revie there Our grosses would! jin a town can be very profitable. 
have been higher, but only very]! Providence has a huge film theatre 
slightly, had the newspapers been called the Metropolitan; it seats 3,- 
functioning O17. Legit shows are offered only 

Those thrown out of work because | one night a week—but what a one- 


+ 


of strikes are looking for a little re- | night stand! A good show does be- 


laxation, and will go to the theatre. | tween $5,750 and $6,400 in that one | 


The only problem under these trying | night! Since that time we have 
circumst ine s is to make them aware | come across other cities which only 
that your show is in town. However.;| present shows once a week, and they 
Hale's stunt in Springfield may not| have all been towns which have 
work in another tow! Traveling | turned out handsomely. It’s not an 
with a company sharpens the wits,| easy task to get ready for a show, 





Plays Abroad 


And No Birds Sing 





London, Nov. 15. 
| A, A. Dubens & W. J. O'Bryen production 
qi onjunction with Reunion Theatre 
n.) of new plas n three acts by Jenp 
laird and John Fernald Directed by John 
l neald. At Aldwych tl tr Londo 
Dr. Elizabeth Paylin tliza h Allan 
M I iE 1 Gray 
| rd 7 ID la 
M H Hi 1 Hay 
‘ Hi Warrenae 
h ‘ Nigel Stoct 
' " hs v-Wt 
Arthu Bia Kenneth Mor 
) \ im S James Hat ul 
Na lorda 
\ Bry ius Wat 
i \ a N\ 


Here is a light comedy on love 
versus career which ripples along 
nicely, avoids the cliches of the be- 


whiskered story It has wit and 
vivacity. Yet it never lives up to its 
promise The reason is clear. 
{Authors Jenn; Laird and John 


i'Fernald have diffused the play’s 


interest, cluttered it up with spare | 


| characters and situations so that the 
central conflict seldom blazes to its 
full dramatic height 
Story deals with a woman doctor, 
is glamorous as a pin-up, who thinks 
more of her flock of juvenile de 
linquents, and of feminine emancipa- 
tion than of the red blood in her 
veins and the young salesman taking 
her temperature and trying to warm 
her up to matrimony. He finds her 
frigid and sees her ruining the life 
of the back-street kid she is teach- 


ling. Ther there is the curate butting 


|} in with his polite passions 


| With Harold Warrender putting on 


, a ‘ + P io j ne he an 
and I don't doubt that a producer do one or two performances, ana a big act. it S a ch ch oa pert 
d hen > on ind, th sh. th it | doctor will fall for him the momen 
ee . pee hy Bet get atenont cetrnageglgayalcen ' — on ai es iy ey ell or tl e stage Wi would 
every obstacle if he receives any yecomes e€asiel with every one-|! 1 ay ee a a a Tee re evenly 
si sce: ce the contesta 1 bit mo 
cooperatl : nhignter, as we be me more acCUS matched. War ender looks on with 
Industrial towns as a rule are very | tOmed to the routine. the detached amusement of a man 
good theatrical towns, Though Sche- During trips we find that local ra- | who knows the enemy will surrende! 
j ~ } ] ’ )j ‘> ¢ S 
nectady, N. Y.. is teeming with col- | dio people are particularly interested | soon. She does. A | on ‘-haired ye t 
Is, | } vife float a ut 
legians and Gls. the bulk of the pop- in the theatre and make it their | and his bessy wife float in an¢ or 
la ‘on | : »¢ »amhe f the of the scene with Julcy wisecrack 
ulation is made up of people em-| business to contact members of the but add nothing to the story value 
) mut aac iotping t stor) ‘ 
ployed at the General Electric plant.| cast for guest shots. In most in- Acting, dialogue and an occasional 
The town does not book many shows | stances their listening audiences are bit of piquancy remain to hold inter- 
during the course of the year, and | large because they bring fresh ver-| act. Elizabeth Allan gives a_per- 
the citizens like nothing better than | sions of the news about Broadway | formance of adn irable understand- 
dropping their wrenches and mi-' and Hollywood. ling in the star role, Warrender oozes 





| 1 HE | N DIAL... By H. I. Phillips 


The Case of the Crocked Broadway Theatregoer 
) a 








Judge—What is the charge against this man? 


Prosecutor—He was found very drunk on Broadway and was belligerent 
and boisterous. ° 


Judge (to prisoner)—You don't look the type. Were you under the in- 

fluence of liquor? 

Prisoner—Was I? Oh, boy! 

Judge—How many drinks did you have? 

Prisoner—I didn’t have any. 

Judge—Don’t be insolent. A man can’t get crocked without drinking, 
can he’ 

Prisoner—Yerroner, it’s easy. 

Judge—How many saloons did you visit? 

Prisoner—I didn’t visit any saloons. 

Judge—Enough of this nonsense! 

Prisoner—Let me explain. My mind is a little vague an@ I've still got a 
terrific hangover, but it all began like this...I was walking down Broad- 
way and I turned into 44th street. Then I went into a place called the 
Broadhurst— 

Judge—That’s a theatre. You can't get overcome by liquor in a theatre. 

Prisoner—That's what you think! I remember going into the place and I 
found myself under the influence almost at once. It was something called 
a “pink lady”—one of those gin drinks. Boy, wkat.a place! Everybody all 
stewed up. The bottles lit up, bubbles sparkled in the air, a librarian 
sang—it was wonderful. But I can’t stand much and I went under early, 

* * * 

Judge—Where did you go next? 

Prisoner—I remember going back to Broadway and turning next into 
45th. It was a place called the Booth. 

Judge—Hadn’t you had plenty? 

Prisoner—Yes, but a fellow had given me two tickets to “Playboy of 
the Western World.” He said it wouldn’t hurt me. The drinks came fast 
there, too. Mostly: Irish whisky. And with no chaser! 

Judge—lI've been to the Booth. I never saw any drinking there. 

Prisoner—You couldn’t have been there this season! 

* . om 
udge—Go on! 


Prisoner—Well, I remember waking up two days later with an awful | 


head. I resolved to stay on the wagon. 

Judge—Why didn’t you? 

Prisoner—-A press agent told me I needed a bracer. 
a good Spot, and he took me over to 45th street, a place called the Martin 


Beck. We ran into a fellow named O'Neill there and I was boiled again | 


in no time. ‘ 
Judge—Have you no will power? 


Prisoner—Yes, but my seats were too far front to depend on it. I couldn't | 


help getting a snootfull. 
Judge—Why didn’t you leave after a couple of hours? 
Prisoner—I did. But I went back, 
Judge—Why? 
Prisoner—There was an evening performance. 
ia * * 
Judge—Why don’t you get yourself in hand? Can’t you give up the 
theatre? 
Prisoner—I'm afraid it’s got me. I'd have to taper off slowly. 
Judge—You’re really in bad shape. I think I'll sentence you to ten nights 
at “Harvey.” The drinking is mostly offstage there. 
Prisoner (happily)—Goody, goody! May I take the rabbit? 
Judge—What rabbit? 
Prisoner—The one sitting beside you. 
Judge—That does it! 
(Reprinted from N. Y. Sun, Nov. 22, 1946.) 


He said he knew | 


|charm, Helen Haye is the perfect 


} 


rector’s wife, and there is a clever 
lemotional performance by Natalie 
Jordan as the back-street girl. Re- 
ception was hearty from the cheaper 
seats, but mild from downstairs 

Play is presented by A. A. Dubens 
and W. J. O’Bryen, latter being Sir 
Alexander Korda’'s talent scout and 
manager of many plays with Pinnit 
& Dunfee before the war. Ebet. 


Treble Trouble 


London, Nov. 15. 
Jack Buchanan production of new 
farcical comedy; adapted by Jack Davies 
from Hungarian play, ‘‘Bubus,’’ by Gabor 
Vaszary. Directed by Jack Buchanan. At 
Garrick theatre, London 


Stanley Watson George Gee 





Rev, Septimus Bodkin....Richard Goolden 
Mrs. Schofleld.......c.0-. Ruth Maitland 
Diana Watson.......e0...-Myrette Morven 
Dick Twiddle....... cooccceed Anthony Shaw 
Peter Smythe 5546000066050 Eee 
PGES 0.6.5 6.66 68 6556060060000 Mollie Maureen 
Miss BOOGB. s 605 08056088485 Pauline Winter 
feverley Brown a ... Joan Eddowes 


Jack Buchanan has produced an 
antiquated farce, adapted by radio 
writer and journalist, Jack Davies, 
from the Hungarian. Maybe at one 
time this tickled the Hungarians, for 
it has a situation which has been 
used often down the ages. that of 
| the stockbroker (George Gee) ex- 
| plaining away an incriminating love 
| letter to his wife. He drags in many 
hearty business friends, a half-witted 
parsor’ and a sexy brunette in suc- 
cessive complications. But they sel- 
dom add up to the expected belly 
laughs. 

Myrette Morven does all she can 
with the jealous wife (she has been 
Cicely Courtneidge’s understudy for 
some years). Richard Goolden’s 
parson has his moments, and Sydney 
King is a likeable personality in the 
| Jack Buchanan manner as one of the 
| husband’s stooges. 

Dialog is tame and a few gusts 





do not compensate for a plot which 
has insufficient stamina to keep it 
going. Ebet. 
The Day of Glory 
London, Nov. 13. 





Envoy Productions, Ltd. (in conjunction 
h Arts Coungeil) production of new play 
n three acts by H. E. Bates Directed by 
Basil Dean At Embassy theatre, London, 
i Nov. 12, °46 
Colonel Sanderson..,....Raymond Huntley 
Charles $0 0secseee Leslie Handford 
Diana Sanderson........ ..Josephine Stuart 
Millicent Sanderson seooessGWwynne Whitby 
Julia. ’ rere Tere -»-Mary Morris 
Pilot Officer Radwaski......Gerard Teinz 
Squad. Leader Sanderson..Roderick Tovell 
Catherine Delacourt... ...Mary Martlew 


First play by popular novelist, H. 


the air and seemed to register more 
forcefully than in stage form. This 
is another propaganda plea against 
| the futility of war and stressing how 
| this generation looks to the next to 
| prevent its happening again. Not 
| likely to achieve popular appeal, but 
suitable for small theatres. 

During the Battle of Britain, a 
| young pilot fresh from his triumphs 
against the luftwaffe, comes to his 
country home between “kills” to 


(Continued on page 60) 





of appreciation from the audience | 


E. Bates, already has been heard on | 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


“Another Part of the Forest” jumped from Baltimore to Detroit 
back to New York for its premiere, because of a road booking 
| of the railroading was only one factor that resulted in the De 
only breaking even, although takings at the Lafayette there 
$21,500. Terms in the booking contract favored the house to such an ex 
tent that it profited considerably. Lafayette rarely has straight plays. and 
its system of ushering was cause of complaint, youngsters who are not paid 
but work for the privilege of seeing shows chattering in the back Of the 
house and disturbing the audience is 

“Forest,” produced by Kermit Bloomgarden, drew an excellent press, aft. 
ernoon paper notices all being raves. Production was budgeted fo; $75,000 
but is said not to have used that much coin, although clothes in 
of the 1880's cost $9,000 alone. Most of those who backed “Deep Are the 
Roots,” done by Bloomgarden and George Heller, invested in the 
drama, indicating that the latter has a share, although he’s not billed 
proaucer 

Before “Forest” opened, 40 theatre parties, most of which are sellouts 
were contracted for, such deals extending into February. Management got 
out a printed schedule of the parties for the benefit of ticket agencies 
clearly showing for the first time the dates for which no allotments will 
be made. 


then 
Jam. Cost 
troit date 
amounted to 


the style 


new 


aS C0- 


Maurice Zolotow burned the N. Y. stagehands plenty with an article 
about them in the Nov. 16 issue of the Saturday Evening Post. He detailed 
some of Local One’s “conditions” and told of department heads engaged 
for one-set shows getting $112.70 weekly, although their duties are limited, 
the deckhands also being able to earn about as much in production shops, 
according to the writer. Claimed that most deckhands are of middle age 
and that no apprentices have joined for around 15 years, but that the 
union is thinking of retiring some elderly members to permit apprentices 
being taken in. Pictures accompanying the article were taken backstage 
during the Broadway engagement of “Up in Central Park.” As that was 
a musical, there were considerable more in the crew than the four men 
required for one-set attractions 

John J. Garrity is quoted saying that the stagehands have the “sanest 
union” in the theatre and “their word is as good as their bond.” Zolotow 
qualified that comment by saying that Garrity is in charge of labor rela. 
tions for the Shuberts, therefore “he must cultivate the union's sensibili- 
ties,” so Garrity’s opinions are “somewhat vitiated.” 


Bernard Shaw's eagle eye caught a proofreader’s slipup 4,000 miles 
away, and Univ. of Minnesota authorities have been wearing red faces 
since Seems the univ ersity’s theatre dept put on a show two weeks ago, 
with programs and posters announcing: “Green Pastures. by George Ber- 
nard Shaw.’ 

Week later came this cable from London: “Governor. Univ. of Minne- 
sota; Old Negro play, ‘Green Pastures,” announced and performed 
university as by me. Can you explain or publicly disown 
Socialist London. Bernard Shaw.” 

Embarrassed authorities sent back this reply: ‘ ‘ret to acknowledge 
most notorious proofreading error. Using same tit page, ‘Green Pas- 
tures’ was inserted for ‘Devil's Disciple’ (a play by Shaw that was pre- 
sented shortly before ‘Green Pastures’), without author Mare Connelly 
being inserted for Shaw. New programs were printed but not in time to 
avoid much laughter at our expense. You always have amazed us. Your 
alertness in this case overwhelms us. We are both flattered and chagrined.” 


your 
Cable address 


The Silurians, headed by Eddie Ankor, which is composed of newspa- 
permen who have been connected with metropolitan newspapers for 25 
years or more, held forth at the New York Athletic club Saturday (23) 
night. For the first time two drama critics were honored with awards: 
Ward Morehouse of the N. Y. Sun and Brooks Atkinson of the Times; third 
writer to be cited being Fred Woltman of the World-Telegram. When 
the latter, who received a scroll for his articles on Communism, went to 
the microphone he responded with just “Thank you.” Atkinson, who was 
given a scroll for his series on Russia, was in dinner clothes, so a longer 
| address was expected. He said: “Thank you very much.” Morehouse, the 
number one guest, got a war bond for his series on American life. He 
made a speech. 


“Joan of Lorraine,” which brought Ingrid Bergman back to Broadway 
last week, was acclaimed by the critics. Upon gandering the reviews one 
critic wired Maxwell Anderson, who wrote the drama, daring him to print 
excerpts of the notices with a postscript to the effect that he still thinks 
the aisle-sitters are “the Jukes family of journalism.” The latter crack 
was a reference to the playwright’s angry retort to the criitics last season 
| when his “Truckline Cafe” was panned and flopped out. Jukes was the 
name of an upstate N. Y. family notorious for sub-normal mentality. 

Playwrights Co., producer of “Joan,” did not use extra-space ads for 
notice excerpts, but such copy was inserted for “Another Part of the 
Forest” and “The Fatal Weakness,’ which also opened to promise last 
week. 





| Jooss Ballet, returning to New York after six years’ absence for a three- 
week run at City Center Dec. 3-22, will have pretty much the same prin- 
cipals despite a reorganization of the company due to the war. 

Dancers will include Noelle De Mosa, Rolf Alexander, Ulla Soederbaum, 
Sigurd Leeder and Hanz Zuliig, seen here before. Kurt Jooss will also 
attend as director and choreographer, and dance in a couple of the ballets. 


COL. CONCERTS SETS [apt 
Gp LecTuRe pivisin V°"l0 S Peel In 


Maid’s’ Fold 
ald s roido 
Ann Corio, who was engaged to 


star in “Maid in the Ozarks,” has 


: filed claim with Equity against Jules 
existence, W. Colston Leigh, Harold | Pfeiffer, who presented the hillbilly 


R. Peat, Clark H. Getts, Lee Kee-|show, alleging she did not receive 
| dick and National Concert & Artists | the full salary agreed upon. Former 











Columbia Goncerts is setting up a 
'new lecture division Jan, 1, with 
Edna J. Giesen as director, It plans 
|an elaborate setup, to compete with 
the five top national bureaus now in 


| Cove. burley stripper was under a run-o'- 
| P the-play contract for $1,500 weekly 
| Fact that the last-named—Colum- | and joined the show when it started 
| bia’s big rival in the concert field—|touring after Broadway. “Maid 
‘has strenghtened its lecture bureau|ttied southern territory with dis 





| aoeadiindliien , as astrous results and after two puny 
| FOOSREy, Saeeee directorship of Sel- gross weeks in Atlanta and New 
;ma Warlick, is believed a factor in Orleans, it folded. 

| Columbia going inio the gabfest field. Miss Corio claimed $6,000 but 


Two lecture bureaus in the concert | Pfeiffer avawed that the actress ver 
bally agreed to cut her salary, then 
changed her mind, then reportedly 
settled with her Tuesday (26). 


biz will be a logical outgrowth of 
the oldtime situation when NBC and 
CBS had concert-lecture setups at- 
tached to their radio biz. When FCC 
ordered broadcasters to strip selves 
| of concert, lecture and such adjuncts, 
| NCAC evolved out of NBC’s concert- 
| lecture biz, while CBS sold its gab | in town now mulling plans to ~ 
branch to Music Corp. of America, | symphony erchestra started. Omaha 
| which in turn sold it to Leigh. Miss | hasn’t had one for years. ; ae 
|Giesen was with CBS and Leigh be-| Idea is to get financial aid by Sa¥ 


+ . 97 
Omaha, Nov. a, 
Best business and musical minds 





fore joining Columbia Concerts in| ing various big organizations ef 
1942, sor concerts. Nothing decided yet 
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‘Okla’ Chi Finale Walloping $32,000, 


Dream’ 166, Sweethearts 326 in Bow : 


Chicago, Nov. 
Three shows are going into their 


final frame, with “Oklahoma!” al- 
ready having gone to other grounds 
after closing here Saturday (23). 

‘Dream Girl,” “a Remember Ma 
ma” and ‘Follow the Girls” pack up 
this week after good biz in home 
stretch. “Pygmalion bows into the 
Selwyn next week, as “Song of Nor- 
way” follows the “Girls” into the 
Shubert mn = : 

Biz okay W Ln ne oid ones nere 


“Sweethearts” 


while came into its 
own during first week 
Estimates for Last Week 

“pream Girl,” Selwyn (12th wk) 
(1.000: $4.20). Into last frame; $16,000 
last week 

“Follow the Girls.” Shubert (5th 
wk) (2,100; $4.80). Theatre parties 
save the day: $30,000 

“Harvey,” Harris (15th wk) (1,000: 


$4.20). Solid $22 000 

“]} Remember Mama,” Studebake! 
(6th wk) (1.246: $4.20) Winding up 
this week: $17,000 

“Qklahoma!”, Erlanger (10th wk) 
(1.334: $4.20). Goodbye with capacity 


$32,000 

“State of the Union,” 
(29th wk) (1,358; $4.20) 
to $18,000 


Blackstone 
Slight drop 


“Sweethearts,” Opera House, 
opened Friday (15) (3,800; $4.20) 
Everybody. happy, with $32,000 for 
first round 


‘FATHER’ FAIR $12,500, 
‘STATE’ 1536 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Nov. 26 
With Father,” with Edwin 
and Viola Frayne, at the 
Geary, last week did a 


“Life 
Maxwell 
1,550-seat 
fair $12,500 

“State of its 


the Union.” now in 


ninth week at the 1,.776-seat Cur- 
ran, starring Irene Hervey, Conrad 
Nagel and Henry O'Neill, did fair 
$15,500. 


Cleveland Pays $17,400 
To See Mae-‘Come Up’ 


Cleveland, Nov. 26 

Heavy local turnout for her “Come 
On Up” at the Hanna last week was 
considered a_ vindication by Mae 
West, who still remembers how her 
“Catherine the Great” laid a_ big 
goose-egg here two seasons ago. Wes- 
tian comedy began building to sur- 
prising $17,400 at $3 top after hesi- 


tant first night, and even managed to 


hit a couple of sellouts. 

What hypoed biz was all the news- 
paper ballyhoo she got for doing a 
personal appearance in Newspaper 
Guild's initial Page One Ball, which 
compensated for the brutal critical 
notices 


Dublin’s Oldest Theatre 
To Celebrate 75th Anni 


Dublin, Nov. 12. 

suilt 75 years ago, Dublin's oldest 
theatre, the Gaiety, plans big cele- 
brations this month with the pro- 
duction of Goldsmith’s “She Stoops 
To Conquer,” the same play the 
theatre opened with in 1871. Pro- 
ducer will be Hamlyn Benson. 


Occasion also will be marked by | 
Special presentations in Gaiety dur- 


ing the week by two other com- 


panies regularly playing in Dublin, | 
Abbey Players and Longford Com- | 


pany (Gate). Each will 
own theatre fon the night. 
of the theatre, written by Maxwell 
Sweeney, will be published during 
the month, surveying all its players 
from Bernhardt to burlesque. 


close its 


alin ee 


“In Gay New Orleans,” Forbes 
Randolph. 
“Wonderful Journey” (“Heaven 


Can Wait"), Theron Bamberger and 
Richard Skinner. 


“Street Scene,” Dwight Deere 
Wiman and Playwrights Co. 
“Land’s End,” Paul Feigay and 
George Somnes. 

“Burlesque” (revival), Jean Dal- 
rymple. 


“Love Goes to Press,” Warren P 
Munsell and Herman Bernstein. 

“Set "Em Up Tony,” Theatre Com- 
edy Productions (Mack Hilliard). 

“Drums of Peace,” Bernard S. 
Straus and Roland V. Haas. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Lee Sabinson 
and Walter R. Katzell. 


‘Prince’ $16,800, Toronto 
Toronto, Nov. 26. 
Despite heavy competition of first 

Postwar Royal Horse Show during 

week, “Student Prince” still held up 

on its annul y'sit here at the Roy! 

Alexandra for a satisfactory $16,809. 

With 1,525-seater scaled at $2.50 top 


History | 





‘Carmen Jones’ 2536 
In Ist Week at St. L. 


St. Louis, Nov. 2€. 
Picketing of the American theatre, 


where Billy Rose’s “Carmen Jones” 
wound up the first of a two-week 
stand Saturday (23), did not hurt 
the b.o. Musical at 1,700-seat house 
scaled to $4.27 for eight perform- 


ances, grossed an estimated $25,500 


Crix liked the piece and cast. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Nov. 25-Dec. 7) 

“Anna Lucasta”—Shubert - Lafay- 
ette, Det. (25-7). 

“Apple of His Eye” Plymouth, 
Bost, (25-7) 

Ballet Theatre Opera House 
Bost. (25-30): Shubert. N. Haven (2- 
4): Hanna, Cleve 6-7) 


“Big Two” Shubert, N. Haven 
(28-30): Ford’s, Balto. (2-7). 

“Blackouts of 1946’ — El Capitan, 
Hoilywood (25-7) 

Blackstone Center, Norfolk (25- 
30); Hartman, Col. (2-7). 


“Bloomer Girl’—Nat’], Wash. (25- 
30); Nixon, Pitt. (2-7). ( 

“Blossom Time”—Nixon, Pitt. (25- 
30): Erlanger, Buff. (2-7) 


“Born Yesterday” 
(25-7) 

“Call Me Mister’—Shubert, Philly 
(25-30): Shubert, Bost. (2-7). 

“Carmen Jones’ — American, St. 
Louis (25-30): Mosque, Peoria (1-2); 
Parkway, Madison (3-4); Radio, Des 
Moines (5). 


“Come On Up” Hartman, Col. 


(25-27): English, Ind. (28-30); Cox, 
Cincy (2-7). 

“Dear Ruth”—Locust, Philly (25- | 
a3 


“Dream Girl” — Selwyn, Chi. (25- 





L.A. Grosses Up Mite; | 


Broadway Doesn't 


‘Menagerie’ 17!,G 
Los Angeles, Nov. 26. 
Los Angeles perked up a bit in 
t boxoffice } onion Fast week. 
‘Glass Menagerie” did $17,500 for 
the second frame after going above 
estimate to collect $15,400 on the 
first stanza. Ken Murray’s Black- 
outs of 1946” did another $17,000 for 
the 23lst week at El Capitan. 
“On Borrowed Time” was the only 
roduction hit by weather and pre- 
hristmas slump, dipping to around 
$3,000 for the third and final stretch 


Blake Spotty 176, 


Shoe Fits for 19G, 
Years 12/56, Hub 


| Fact is, 


Wilbur, Bost. | 


| 


| 


| mained 


| istered by 


Boston, Nov. 26 

Three bows here last week, Ballet 
Theatre at the Cpera Hous The 
Yankee Theater 
Guild-American Theatre Society 
play at the Colonial on Monday If 
the Shoe Fits” at the Shubert on 
Tuesday. Ballet Theatre only 


tion of three that 


Magnificent 


attrac- 
failed to run into 
money despite local ballyhoo for it 
and continued support in the press. 
ballet hasn't done too well 
here this year, the Ballet Russe Co. 


also coming out on the wrong end 
for the first time in many years 


| However, Ballet Theatre is here for 


another frame and isn’t exactly los- 
ing money. Other two exceptionally 
well received and both in the money. 

“Christopher Blake,” in a finale at 
the Plymouth, although hailed as a 
sock play, still failed to draw custo- 
mers, while “Born Yesterday” re- 
strong attraction. “Years 
Ago” also isn’t attracting too much 
biz, but is healthy enough. Biggest 
surprise this week was the SRO reg- 
Boris Goldovsky’s New 


| England Opera Theatre debut at Jor- 
| dan Hall. 


Only opening here this week is 


|“Apple of His Eve” at the Plymouth 


as of Monday 
Mister” at 
Had a 


night (25). 
the Shubert 
Little” at 


“Call Me 
and “Mary 
the Copley open 


| Dec. 2, with “Twilight Alley at the 


30) 

“Drums of Peace”—Lyric, Bridge- | 
port (6-7) 

“Eagles Rampant” — Nat’, Wash. 
(2-7) 

“Follow the Girls”’—Shubert, Chi. 
(25-30). 


*Hamlet”—Erlanger, Chi. (25-7). 
“Harvey"—Harris, Chi. (25-7). 
“I Remember Mama”—Studebaker, 

Chi. (25-7). 

“If the Shoe Fits”’—Shubert, Bost. 

(25-30). 

“Life With Father”’—Geary, Frisco 

(25-30), Biltmore, L.A., (2-7). 
“Lute Song”—Aud., Pueblo 

Chief, Colo. Springs (26); Aud., Den- 

ver (27-30); Curran, Frisco (2-7). 


“Magnificent Yankee’ — Colonial, 
Bost. (25-7:). 

“Mary Had a Little’ — Acad., 
N'hampton (25); Plymouth, Wor- 
cester (26); Met., Prov. (28); Lyric, 
Bridgeport (29-30); Copley, Bost. 
(2-7). 

“Oklahoma!” — Aud., Okla. City 


(25-30): American, St. Louis (2-7). 
“Pygmalion” — Royal Alex., Tor- 

onto (25-30): Selwyn, Chi. (2-7). 
“Set "Em Up Tony” — Erlanger, 


| $4.20). 
| proved disappointing 


(25); | 


Opera House Dec. 3. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Ballet Theater, Opera House (2,900: 
First of two-week 
with 
Full 


session 
a weak 
eight-per- 
one house 
of Modern 


estimated $13,000. 
formance schedule with 
sponsored by Institute 
Art. Final week current. 

“Born Yesterday,” Wilbur (1,200: 
$3.60. Eighth week still on high, esti- 
mated $17,000. 

“Christopher Biake,” Plymouth 
(1,200; $4.20). Final week spotty 
again with an estimated $17,000, not 
too bad, but not as good as marquee 
would indicate. “Apple of His Eye” 
| here this week. 

“If the Shoe Fits,” Shubert 
$4.20). Musical caught generally fa- 
vorable notices and a little censor- 
ing; good $19,000, estimated, on seven 
performances, 

“Magnificent 


Yankee,” Colonial 


(1,500; $3.60). Guild-Theater Society | 


attraction of a sock nature for local 





Buff. (27-30); Opera House, Newark 
(2-4). 

“Rose Marie”-—Keith’s. G. Rapids | 
(25-26): Palace. So. Bend = (27); 


Mosque, Peoria (28); Parkway, Mad- 


ison (29-30). 
“Song of Norway” — Forrest. 
| Philly (25-30); Shubert, Chi. (2-7). 
“State of the Union’ — Curran, 


| Frisco (25-30): Mayfair, Port. (2-7). 
| “State of the Union’—Blackstone, 


Chi. (25-7). 

“Street Scene” — Shubert, Philly 
(2-7). 
“Student Prince’ — Cass, Det. 
| (25-7). 

“Temporary Mrs. Smith”—Walnut, 


Philly (25-7). 


| week and sandwiches 


“The Glass Menagerie”—Biltmore, | 


L. A. (25-30): Lobers, S. Barbara (1): 
Chief. Cole. Sp. (4); Aud., Denver 
| «6-7). 

“Toplitzky of Notre Dame”—Han- 
ina. Cleve. (25-30); Forrest, Philly 
| (2-7). 
| “Tobacco Road” — Town Hall, 
| Toledo (25-30); Strand, Elmira (2-3); 
| Kariton, Williamsport (4); Play- 
| house, Wil. (5-7). 


“Twilight Alley” — Opera House, 
Newark (25-30); Opera House, Bost. 
| (2-7). 
“Up in Central Park” — Emery, 
| Ciney. (25-30); English, Ind’pl’s (2-7). 


“Voice of the Turtle’—Convention 


trade with resulting estimated $22.- 


| 000 at Guild prices, great. Should go 


up another grand this week. 

“Years Ago,” Copley (1.200: $3.60). 
Third week estimated $12,500, okay 
but not enough. 


Gertie-‘Pygmalion’ Sets 
Pitt’s Season High, 296 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. 


Gertrude Lawrence's “Pygmalion” | 
hung up a new high for the Nixon | 
revival | 
That's the |! 


so far this season when the 
did a sensational $29,000. 
best house has done since reopening 
on Labor Day. musical or otherwise. 

Nixon has “Blossom Time” this 
‘Bloomer Girl” 
in between it and another hardy per- 
ennial. “Student Prince” week of 
Dec. 9. 


‘Lute Song’ Gets Raves 


| 500 


But Only 726 in Indpls. 


Nov. 26. 

drew rave notices but 
7.500 in four per- 

at English Nov. 21-23 at 


Indianapolis, 

“Lute Song” 
only estimated 
formances 
$3.60 top. 
“Anna Lucasta” grew to nifty $18.,- 
in eight performances at Eng- 
lish, Nov. 11-16, at $3.60 top. Advance 
| good for “Come On Up” ‘(Mae West), 
| Nov. 28-30, and “Up in Central 


| Hall, Tulsa (25); Mem. Hatl, Joplin | Park” week of Dec. 2. 

(26-27): Melba, Dallas (28-30): <5 ne 

Worth, Ft. Worth (2-3); Paramount, ‘ e ; ° | 56 

Austin (4): Plaza, S. Antonio (5); Toplitzky Disma 

| Music Hall. Houston (6-7) 1 bas 00 
“Voice of the Turtle” — Ford's | Buffalo, Nov. .26 


Balto. (25-30): Plavhouse, Wil. (2-4); | 


Shubert. N. Haven (5-7). 


Five performances of “Toplitzky 
of Notre Dame” at the Erlanger last 


| week, at $3.60 top. threw the 


“Years Ago” — Copley Sq.. Bost. | musical for a big less when gross 


(25-30). 


‘was only dismal $5,000. 


(2,590; | 


new 


For Tobogganing 
36), But ‘Joan, 


Broadway saw a dec 





qagea arop in 


grosses last week for a number of 
attractions, a couple of run musicals 
skidding as much as $5,000 eac 
Usually there is a post-Thanksgiv 
ing drop extending up to Christmas 
but this season attendance tartec 
slipping neariy two eek earlier 
The standouts inci g the nev 
clicks, collected real coin, howeve! 
Season faces real threat from the 
coal strike 

“Joan of Lorraine” was accorded 


smastf rating and easily topped the 


trio of newcomers last week with 
capacity-plus business. “Another 
Part of the Forest” also drew a fine 
press, while “The Fatal Weakness” 
got mostly boxoffice notices so they 
are all indicated money shows 


“Anna Lucasta”™” ends a long run this 


weeK Dut may 


Estimates for Lasi 

Keus & <o iedy), D Drama) 

CD (‘(Comedy-Drama), R_ (Re 
M ‘Musical), O (Opereita). 


Week 
ue), 


“A Flag Is Born,” Broadway (12th 
(D-1,900: $4.80). Further ex- 
tra-space ads for propaganda drama 
did no .good: biz dropped under 
$11,500 but strong advance claimed. 
“A Family Affair,’’ Playhouse (C- 
865; $4.80). Presented by Jesse Long 
and Edward S. Hart. written by 
Henry R. -Misrock: opens tonight 
(27) 
“Anna Lucasta,” Mansfield (D- 
1,001: $3.60). Final and 119th week: 
colored-cast drama scored long run: 


week ) 


lays off for three weeks and then | 
tours: rated around $10,000; “Years 
Ago” follows next week. 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(28th week) (M-1.427: $6.60). 
like every visitor to town wants to 
see “Annie”: $45,500 

“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- 
ton (list week) (D-968: $4.80). 
Opened last midweek: excellent no- 
tices, with afternoon papers giving 
drama raves: $15,500 in first five 

| times indicates click. 

“Bal Negre,” Belasco (3d week) 
(M-1,077: $4.80). Colored dance re- 
vue getting excellent money, takings 
being around $21,500; four-week date 
extended to six. 

“Born Yesterday,” 
week) (C-993: $4.80). No tapering 
in demand for this run comedy, 
which continues at capacity; $21,000 


Lyceum (43d 


“Call Me Mister,” National (32d 
| week) (R-1,164; $6). Popularity of 
| GI revue continues undiminished, 
| and gross is around $33,000 weekly. 
“Carousel,” Majestic 
(M-1,667: $6). Among the run tune 
shows that felt the dip last week, 
| when estimated takings were around 
$33,500. 
“Christopher 


Blake,” 


M. Hyman and Bernard Hart; writ- 
ten by Moss Hart; opens Saturday 
(30). 

“Dream Girl,” Coronet (40th 
week) (D-1,037: $4.20). Slated to 
close after another two weeks: eased 


off to around 514,000 last week. 
“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
| (4th week) (CD-1.169: $4.80). One 


of the new hits; selling out all per- 
formances, with takings over $30,600. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (108th week) 
(C-920: $4.20). Laugh show still com- 


mands capacity, with takings ap- 
proximately $19,000. 
| “Jeetime,” Center (23d week) (R- 


2.994: $2.40). Went off with most of 
the field last week. when gross was 
quoted around $37,000; plenty big for 
ice revue. 

“Joan of Lorraine,” Alvin (D-1,- 
| 331; $4.80). Sensational premiere for 
Ingrid Bergman play; remarkable 
advance sale indicates capacity 
definitely: first week around $31.500. 

“Life With Father,” Bijou (364th 
week) (C-613; $3.60). A. H. Van 
Buren subbing for Donald Randolph; 


| run leader satisfactory, with pace 
around $9,000. : 
“Made in Heaven,” Miller (5th 


week) (C-940: $4.20). Business stood 
up very well in face of general off- 
| ishness, and approximate gross was 
$14,500. 

“No Exit,” Biltmore (D-920: $4.80) 





French original: four-person drama 
| opened Tuesday (26) 

| “@ Mistress Mine,” Empire (35th 
| week) (CD-1,082; $4.80). It's pos- 
| sible that new ro may affect some 
stayers but no indication of that de- 
| velopment here; well over $24,000. 


“Oklahoma!”, St. James (196th 
week) (M-1.509; $4.80). Still going 
level, and 


will make coin indefinitelv: $26,000 

“Park Avenue,” Shubert (3d week) 
| (C-1,382: $6). Eased off somewhat 
| last week but registered around $31.- 
| 500, big for this type musical 
| “Present Laughter,” Plymouth (4th 
| week) (C-1,063; $4.80) Has been 
| petting excellent takings since open- 
}ing and should run through season: 
| skipped one night performance; 
| 500. 

“State of the Union,” Hudson (54th 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80) 
‘run money shows less 


| 
i at highly profitable 
} 


likelv to he 


Seems | 


| 

weekly. | 
| 

(84th week) | 


Music Box | 
(D-979: $4.80). Presented by Joseph | 


in- | 


Presented by Herman Levin and 
Oliver Smith; adapted by Paul 
Bowles from Jean-Paul Sartre's | 


$23. - 


One of the 


Need Any Snow 
(Some Shows Off 
Forest, Fatal Big 


affected _ t} 
proat hes $2 


lz come ol 


5.000 
“The Fatal Weakness,” Royale (‘ist 
week) (CD-1,025: $4.80). Some dif- 
ference of critical Ina 


Opinior Dut 
Claire show scored gre 


| 
$21.000 ir 


at first week; 


. + 
en times 


“The Iceman Cometh,” Beck (7th 
week D-1.213: $5.40 Went over 
$25,000 fo first t ¢ subscriptions 
Naving been used up: earlier irtai 
4:30 instead of 5:30) saw crease 


? 
in agency and boxoffice trade 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 


(138th week) (C-939- $3.60 Tickets 
advertised on sale until March 1: 
eased off like others but got around 
$11,000 

“Three to Make Ready,” Adelphi 
(38th week) (R-1,434: $4.80). Doing 
very well in this spot thovgh under 
level when at Broadhurst: $23.006€ 
estimatec 

REVIVALS 

“Henry VIII,” “What Every Woman 
Knows” and “John Gabriel Bork- 
mat International (3d week) (1- 
172; $4.20). Bills will be expanded 
next month but original cycle doing 
well, with indicated ti 


1KINgs again 
close to $22,500 

“Playboy of the Western World,” 
Booth (4th week) (CD-712: $4.80). 
Among the sturdy group of revivals 
making an operating profit: rated 
around $13,500. 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” 
(6th week) (C-1,064: $4.20) 
production from Coast 
excellent attendance, 
up over $22,600. 

“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Barrymore 
| (7th week) (CD-1,096: $4.80). An- 
other well-produced attraction that 
j|has been doing very well, but in 
smaller house slipped under $20,000. 
| “Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (46th week) 
(M-1,628; $6). Dropped to around 
$33.000 last week and is announced 
to finale end of New Year's week. 

“The Red Mill,” 46th Street (56th 
week) (M-1,319; $4.80). Slipped to 
|}around $28,000 but this musical 
should net fair profit at that level. 


Cort 

Splendid 
commands 
with takings 


‘Mister’ Strong 
$31,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov. 26. 

Legit business eased off last week, 
with “Song of Norway” at the For- 
| rest leading the parade for the 
| fourth straight week, although dip- 
| ping to $36,500. Operetta bows out 
| this Saturday to hop to Chicage for 
| expected run. 

“Norway” got competition last 
week from “Call Me Mister” (second 
company) at the Shubert, which got 
$31,000, strong but under capacity 
at the $5.20 top ($6.20 Friday and 
Saturday) in this big-capacity house. 
With holiday and end of week crowd 
it should soar way over that figure 
\this week. 
| “Dear Ruth” got an okay $13,500 

in its second week at the Locust. 
Comedy is having difficulty filling 
| the lower floor, especially first half 
| Of week. “Ruth” had been skedded 
to stay until Xmas. but may scram 
week ahead, Blackstone got $13,000 
in his second and final week at the 

Walnut but that was profitable. 

This week’s only opening is ‘““Tem- 
_porary Mrs. Smith,” Vinton Freedley 
| comedy tryout in its revised form, 

in at the Walnut for two weeks. 





‘Twilight Alley’ Advance 
Big; 156 in N. H. Preem 


; New Haven. Nov. 26. 
| Big business was the order of the 


| weekend at the Shubert last week 
when “Twilight Alley” broke the 
ice for four shows (21-23). Husky 


advance jacked the final take to a 
healthy estimated $15,000 at $4.20 
(tax incl.) top. 

(This week has premiere of “The 
Big Two” for last half (28-30). Next 
week gets Ballet Theatre for two 
days (Dec. 3-4) and closes out the 
week with four performences of 
“Voice of the Turtle” (5-7). “To- 
bacco Road” plays its seasonal en- 
gagement for three days (9-11) and 
follows with “Apple of His Eye” 
(Walter Huston) on Dec. 12-14 





‘Bloomer’ Boff 3436, D.C. 
Washington, Nov. 26. 
National theatre has hit the jack- 


pot with “Bloomcr Girl.” which is 
bringing it the fattest boxoffice in 
some years. The musical, first here 
in a long time with a top as much 
as $4.80, rang the bell for $34,500 last 
week, although it opened on a Tues- 


day. and is headed for $36.006 this 
week. 
Tailulah Bankhead, always a 


Washington favorite, opens in “Eagle 
Rampant” next Monday ‘2) for a 
one-week stand, to be followed by 
“Love Goes to Press.” 
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Lillian Hellman’s latest play is the 
dour drama it was cracked up to be 
but it is splendidly acted and pro- 
duced. “Another Part of the Forest’ 
figures to repeat the click of her “The 
Little Foxes,” to which it is related 

Drama has the same set of unsa\ 
ory Alabama characters who do 
inated “Foxes,”” new play reve ili 
how t vy got that was Foxe i 
lated 1900, “Fo hel »() 
ye betore that time 1! s 
called town of Snowden. Two excep 
tional settings by Jo Mielziner show 
the side terrace and the living room 
of the Hubbard home, scenic invest 
ture being a valuable factor in the 
presentation, 

The conniving Regina of “Foxes” is 
shown to be equally dominant at 20, 
sexy and very pretty. She stands 
out in the first two acts but be- 
comes secondary in the third, doubt- 
less the reason why “Forest” lets 


down during the last portion of the 


drama. Girl hankers for the flesh- 
pots, Chicago in particular, just as 
she did 20 years later. Regina has 
been having an affair with a fellow 
of the suppOsed aristocracy, whom 
she wants to wed and scoot for the 
Windy City, but he leaves her flat 
Oscar, the younger of the two 


Hubbard brothers, thinks he’s in love 
with the town’s principal prostitute. 
and wants to marry her. Wher he 
doesn't get a G his fafher promised. 
the lass leaves for New Orleans 
alone. Marcus Hubbard. the skinflint 
father, treats all his kin with 
tempt, except Regina, suggestin 
bit of nicest. 

How Ben, the other son, gets 
trol of the Hubbard bankroll 
vealed in the last act. Lavinia, the | 
mother, who has been downtrodden 
to the point of balminess by Marcus 
reveals the skullduggery. They don't 
exactly fight the Civil War again, but 
there are references to it. Marcus, it 
seems, instigated the massacre of 
some 27 young Confederates. And 
among his dealings was selling salt 
to the army for $2 per bag. 

The pendulum swings towards Ben 
when he learns of the old man’s deal- 
ings. 
$10,000 from his father, one-half of 
which was to go to the highly-born 
Birdie to save her cotton crop. 


con 
a 


y ‘ 
4 


con- 


is Te- 


9 


< 


has only asked for $5,000, and when | 
to | 


Marcus learns that Ben aimed 
pocket the rest, he dismisses the 
youth. Revelations by the mother. 
however, 
signing away all his money and 
rights, aware that if they were told, 
the neighbors would string him up 
pronto. Mother goes off with 
faithful colored maid to establish a 
school for Negro children, Birdie 
gets her loan but Ben starts a career 
as a loan shark, while Regina 
— unable to do anything about 
t. 

Kermit Bloomgarden did a cork- 
ing job in casting. 
are a couple of Britishers in the cast. 
they use the southern accent well 
enough under Miss Hellman’s direc- 
tion. Nearest to a southerner is Pa- 
tricia Neal, from Tennessee, whose 
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Center Theatre 
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in cooperation with E. M. Loew 
a 


Maryland Theatre 
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in conjunction with 


Baker & Hicks Thea. Corp. 
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in cooperation with 
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Erlanger Theatre 
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Ben had arranged to borrow | 
She | 
to Ben leads to the father | 
her | 

is ] 


Although there | 


}as the Singer. Celia Adler conti>ves 
‘tens lead the 


Broadway | 


j comeliness and stature are arresting. 
Her enactment of Regina stamps Miss 
Neal a sure comer, her only previous 
appearance on Broadway having 
been a two-week appearance in “The 


Voice of the Turtle.” Mildred Dun- 
ock turns in an appealing perforn 
ili the mother: Pers \ W iran 
ci i > elder Hubbard, a lo 
Leo G Be Mat t Ph 
1 B i iJ H is the tart 
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The fatal weakness of the new 
G ‘Ye Kelly comedy 1s that—de- 
I an quality and appeal of 
S ect-matte! intelligent writ 
d treatment. and excellence 
ol ist ts teaious The play 
talky and actionless, although the 
talk is adult and interesting Ina 
Claire’s return after five years to 


play the lead in virtuoso fashion will 
carry the show for a moderate run 
But hardly more than that. 
“Weakness” has a strong appeal to 
the femme trade because of its ro- 
mantic overtones and because its 
chief characters are women. But 
otherw both play and characteri- 
rations are confused and unresolved 


Isc | 


Kelly conceals this confusion Iire- 
quently in a stream of witty or phi- 
losophical lines, but the shadow Is | 


there, nevertheless. 

The story is that of a middle-aged 
matron who discovers after 27 years 
of married life that her husband has 
been cheating. She is confronted by 
another problem in the fact that the | 
marriage between her ultra-modern | 


daughter and more’ conventional 
son-in-law is going on the rocks. 
The matron’s reaction isn’t one of 
heartbreak, however. 

Realistically she sets about, with 
the aid of a sharp-minded friend, 
to get the evidence to lead to a 
divorce Romantically, she dresses 


up at the play’s close to go off and 
attend her husband's remarriage. As 
to the daughter, revelation. of 
father’s duplicity rids her of some 
of her more modern notions, and she 
returns to her husband. 

Smart dialog doesn’t help to clear 
up some of the plot’s improbabilities, 
| while the confusion in characteriza- 
| tions aims to alienate audience sym- 
| pathies. The matron is alternately 
| sensible and realistic in discussing | 
with her daughter the latter’s marital | 
problems, while being 
silly. 
| romantic attitude to her own prob- 
| lems. 

It’s difficult to get up too much | 
sympathy for an addle-pated person 
| who runs off to attend the wedding 
| of a couple of unknowns because she 
| loves the glamour and romance of | 
such ceremonies, when her son-in- | 
| law is coming to keep an appoint. | 
| ment to discuss his pending marital | 
| breakup. It’s just as hard to give 
; much thought to the erring father or | 
| daughter. They don't rate it. 
| Miss Claire’s luminous presence 
| and expert performance do much 
to offset the mixmasterish part 
| assigned her. Margaret Douglass is 
j}an excellent foil to her flightiness, 
| With a sharp performance as the 
wordly-wise friend. Howard St. 
John, as the wayward parent; Jen- | 
nifer Howard, the spoiled daughter, 
and John Larson, the exasperated 
son-in-law, are good support. Mary | 
Gildea brings real distinction to the 
role of a maid. 

Donald Oenslager has contributed 
a shining apartment setting to dress 
up the show considerably. Kelly 
satistactorily directed. Bron. 


| 
| 
| 


1 


A Flag Is Born 
(FOLLOW-UP) 
Ben Hecht’s angry polemic against 
British duplicity and Jewish com- 
placency is still highly effective the- 
| atre and heart-rending drama at the 
| Broadway, N. Y., in spite of several 
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Play Out 


Twilight Alley 





break off his engagement to his New Haven. Nov. 21. 
childhood neighbor and introduce | Perry Watkins and John R. Sheppard. J: 
} production of musical in two acts, 16 scenes 
si ‘rstanding new love. Being}? 
his understanding an ‘ith the | Features Alfred Drake. Libby Holman. Zero 
on edge ind embitterec W 1 we | Mostel Avon lL.one Mildred Smith Jet 
front page glory of his success, hiS} MacDonald. Music by Duke Ellington: book 
familv_ bewildered t lyrics, John Leaiouche Production 
Raymond Huntley turns in a splen- { by John Houseman designed by 
* “eis , , r Sm Y i vy Nicholas 
| terpretation of at id uncle we ene 1A" a ilo hh 
entally ou ible = fron 1 =head hy, Vale Bet technical supers 
\ nd of the previo il Joseph i rhting, Pese ‘ k m ‘ i 
e Stuai ‘ives naturalness to the : i x Meth arrar ’ f t ngion 
idoring yout ter who threatens ay PREG" es lain ‘ating ae 
suicide il ier hysterical grief. The | wnoy 21 6. $4.0 
Julia of Mary Morr though con- | Macheath Alfred Drake 
eH |] > r the doomed | The § G Ma B nt 
veying n aeep love fo e aoomec ; seers 
i seen 10 pos ; a hard edge dol " a N sen 
io net pel mnalit Rode ick Lovell ‘tty Doxy | mne H 
is the lover is okay, and Gerard }'Tawdry Audrey ; smimie Moore 
. *e < i Ners rap horis woodwir 
Heinz offers a splendid contrast as | pons Comme oven Waitara | 
a young Polish flyer wit heyes al- | jon. Mitared Cisive Blale 
wavs on the girls. Gwynne Whitby | minute tou Nina Korda 
is charming as the mother and Mary ms KN inner M ike :. — 
Past tes tun belt 1 Jones-Bev | 
Martlew sufficiently stitl-necked and | seen —egg | Sl Senta Williaa | 
righteous as the jilted fiancee. heen Milur Rill Dillard 
Production by Basil Dean makes | Highbindet lack Bittner 
, > (lo elson 
the most of opportunities, but the ~ a + sete 
ubject ivors more ag the lecture . aateh et ceitinee ‘Chai ie 
room than entertainment Clem. ca AA's} Moving 
M 1’ v Bru n | 
Y 4 \ { | » ell 
Le Mouton Noir og a 
(“The Black Sheep”) AD | Char 
> 12 i i ’ R 
Pari Nov 2 Rs. onc pe 
. ur , MaeDon 
l be hun | 
1 I> An rs Va tit + ‘ p ani - ah Aare <s 
wT Na pi-|*" for Mencken lage > . 
*. , ) jues 5 , A sia Chi l kit Rel Smith | 
P J l ] \l ! Sin th | 
( Valet Jie te Bercy 
ny : a . | The G Mat tt 
Ant Mat H jiette Moret 
ol » Sithone Berth oa > : , | 
Maurice Chancerel....ses. Lau N “Twilight Alley has a_ tuneful 
Kt Merigt Paul Herb score. It has a moderately interesting | 
book and some nice lyrics. It has | 
Good acting and fine production | excellent dancing, good singing, at- 
cannot make up for lack of punch | tractive sets and costumes, and a 
except in only one scene Hence, | fair share of comedy. But all this is 
the play looks inauspicious, despite} not fused into solid entertainment 
the delicacy with which Denys} Result is a staging problem which 
Amiel has handled. the difficult} will involve skilled reshuffling. A | 
theme. wrong guess from here in can easily | 
Story spots Lucien Nat and lis} send “Alley” up a blind one. On the 
wife. Valentine Tessier, as a loving} other hand, the tools are there for 
| middle-aged couple living in their! racking up an entry in the °46-'47 hit 


LT 


of Town 


quite naturally, pleasant things have 
been said about most of the shows 
by local press. That was a matter 
| of local pride. After all, the show 
| is strictly amateur and has always 
| reflected much credit on the Univer. 


|sity. “Chris Crosses,” however, 
| doesn’t have to be judged by ama.- 
teur standards It is a click show 
from start to finish 

“Chris” has a score comparable to 
nine-tenths of commercial produc- 
tions and a book (usually the weak. 


ness of Mask and Wig shows) that’s 


surprisingly good It is one of the 
best things the Wiggers have eve; 
done It’s certainly the best this 
mugg has seen in 31 years he has 
been viewing ’em 


Dr. Clay Boland’s music has been 
a feature of these shows for quite a 
few years, and almost annually there 
have been one or two songs strong 
enough to rate Hit Parade attention. 
This year, however, Boland, just out 
of the service, has surpassed him- 
self. “Chris” has five or six outstand- 
ing numbers, and at least three that 
are naturals for platter$ and sheets. 
He gets the show off to a zingy sta 


} 
t 


with a number called “Holiday” 
(later reprised) and follo in the 
ame act with “The World Is Round- 
OO.” “lll Take You All Over the 
World” (sure click), and “The Nina. 
the Pinta and the Santa Maria.” 
which is quite different from his 
usual line—and the club's, for that 
matter. It’s a rousing chorus in the 
Gilbert-Sullivan manner and_ the 


glee club members tear it to pieces 
with gusto. Then Boland starts off 
Act II with a hot “Indian Dance,” 
swings to something quite different, 


a soft and melodious sea chantey, 
strikingly staged, and then brings 
out another incipient click in 
“Christmas Eve.” 

“Bo” Brown's book is exception- 
ally funny this year, though, of 
course, possessed of plenty of the 
corn one expects in college shows 


Different slant is that Columbus’ al- 


provincial home one year after their! column. Outlook favors latter status leged affair with Queen Isabella is 


daughter, Claude Genia, a pretty, 20- 
year-old girl, has returned to live 
with them after having spent all her 
life in boarding schools where kept 
by her mother The mother 
worried because she finds that father 
and daughte1 getting inordin- 
ately fond of each other, bordering 
on love. This is explained when it 
develops that, unknown to. the 
daughter who thinks she is the real 


is 


are 


daughter of the husband, is really 
the fruit of an early indiscretion of 
the mother, and merely had been 
adopted by the husband when he 
married her after the death of the 
real father. In the second act the | 


mother is getting so jealous that she 


when all the chips are down. 


This newest version of “Beggar's 
Opera” has a seedy inhabitant of | 
“Twilight Alley,” a big-city slum | 
district, dreaming up a story involv- 
ing the loves of a young gangster, 
Macheath, and a trio of femmes. Lat- 
ter are Jenny, proprietor of the Al- 
ley’s number one brothel; Polly, | 
daughter of a crooked politician; 
Lucy, offspring of the district’s Ne- | 
gro. police chief. When Macheath 
passes up Jenny to marry Polly, | 


Jenny turns him in to the cops, who 
ire looking for him. Through jail 
bars, lad makes a play for Lucy and 
induces her to spring him via her | 
father’s jailhouse keys. In the man- 


insists on the girl getting married so | hunt that follows, Macheath turns up | 


| 
finally | 


as to get her out of the way. 


In a big scene, the mother 


only in name, and that they really | 
are man and woman in love. This | 
gt the girl desperate at the idea | 
oO 
she finally agrees to marry a nice 
young fellow. 

_Valentine Tessiers, as the mother, 
fives a magnificent performance. 
She conveys the increasing worry 
with which she views the love de- 
veloping between her husband and 
daughter. Claude Genia. as the at- 
tractive daughter, is equally good, 
her acting being subtle. Lucien Nat, 





as the father, has a difficult role and | Voice. Zero Mostel, as the corkscrew 
| politician, carries the script’s com- 


acquits himself well. 
The play takes place in one act, 
drawing room of the parents pro- 
home. Set is good and the 
dresses a real fashion show. Maxi. 


Hotel Des Neiges 


Claude O. Calmon production of three-act 
comedy by Robert Boisss. Stars Agnes Ca- 
pri Directed by Robert Dhery Sets) by 
toger Derne. At Theatre Agnes Capri 
Paris 
Fivelyne....... Ce cercecces Agnes Capri 
WT OOS 5 6 iuoededabecende é Pierre Destailles 
ZAZAqUEl.. eee. 2b600e6c0. (. Duvaleix 
LOOTORE. csccue Coccvcece e Colette Brosset 
Philippe C0600 606096060006 Renaud Mary 
MMT EMOTUNG ooco0.a caccensesesss Claire Gerard 


Staged more expensively than 
usual at this small house, this light- 


weight play gives Agnes Capri a 
chance to do her stuff in a real 


comedy part. She plays the part of 
a woman who, when skiing in the 





;new actors in leading roles. The 
| mixture of pageant, preachment and 
|drama carries forward irresistibly 
junder the stress of its passionate | 
| writing, despite its several false | 
| notes and loose strands, to make it a| 
|“*must” for the sensitive theatregoer. 
| Luther Adler, who staged the play, 
|now also enacts the lead role 
aged Jew Tevya,gilling Paul Muni's | 
spot. Muni’s magnificent interpreta- | 
tion would be difficult for anyone to | 
follow; Adler’s more subdued tempo | 
is almost as effective and carries its | 





| 
of the | 


} 
| 
| 
| 


;own eloquence and weight. Just as | 
| Satisfactory is Sidney Lumet’s re- | 
|}placement of Marlon Brando as} 


| young David, with the same qual- | 
| ity if not the complete depth of the | 
latter's emotional intensity. Alex- | 
ander Scourby, as the Speaker, 
| quicker, more theatricaly than was 
|}the more deliberate, man-of-the- 
| streetish Quentin Reynolds, but he’s | 
}jJust as good. And Richard Monti! 
|} does well in replacing Mario Berini | 





is 


Original cast-m- rs | 
Bron. | 


|} aS the woman companion. Duvaleix, 


mountains, is compelled to call at 
an isolated inn to get some help 
because her woman companion 
meets with an accident. Both wom- 
en are forced to spend the night 
there, but it is only at the end that 
Miss Capri realizes that the hotel 
proprietor is really a man. He had 
noticed her before, and had rigged , 
up the place on the mere prospect 
that she would call there some day. 
This explains the strange attitude 
of the hired help. who are come- 
dians employed by her suitor to act 
as such. 

The whole thing is nonsensical 
but provides a fair amount of com- 
edy. However, it does not look 
likely abroad nor for pictures. Act- 
ing is fair, with much of the broader 
comedy provided by Claire Gerard 


who does a blackface as hotel porter, 
has a role Negroes might take ex- 











ception to as being extremely stupid. 
The sets are good, showing an old | 

hall in the first and last acts and a | 

quaint bedroom in the second. 


Maxi. 


' by the 


three | 


| 


in Jenny’s room. where the 
women are expressing themselves on 


downright | ©xplains to the girl that her undue | his two-timing. Cornered by gen- 
sometimes, in her incurably | attraction for her father is caused | darmes, 
| by the fact that she is his daughter | man 


Macheath shoots his own | 

by mistake and earns free | 
transportation to the hotseat. But | 
fulfillment of the sentence falls | 


through via the story's novelty end- | 


breaking her mother’s home and | Ng. 


Alfred Drake does a thorough job | 
as Macheath, filling the score’s nu- 
merous demands effortlessly. Also, 
his personality carries considerable 
femme appeal. Premiere failed to 
project Libby Holman as Jenny. This 
was partially due to unanticipated 
premiere distractions and partially 
to uninspired delineation of the 
character. She was, however, in good 








edy load capably; Avon Long has a 
click in “I Want To Be Bad”: Mil- 
dred Smith's vocal-thesp combo reg- 
isters well; Jet MacDonald is a look- 
er with a sweet voice. Others con- 
tributing brighter moments are Dor- 
othy Johnson and Marie Bryant. 

Musically, the show rates as first- 
water cleffing. Ellington has done 
yeoman service in fashioning some 
30 tunes. List runs from minor dit- 
ties that merely help to carry the 
story, to major clicks that stand on 
their own. Among latter are “Take 
It Easy,” “Brown Penny,” “Tomor- 
row Mountain” and “When I Walk | 
With You.” On the whole, lyrics 
make good listening. 

Terpsichore gets a substantial and 
varied play, hot hip-shaking being 
well balanced by ballet. Marjorie 
Belle and Paul Godkin head latter 
contingent effectively. 

_ Staging has not as yet succeeded 
in checking the excess baggage but 
has set the foundation for proper 
alterations. An interesting angle 
from direction standpoint is that the 


mixed-cast element, involving a 
sepia-white romance. is handled in | 
a manner that should leave little 


Cause for audience objection. Bone. 
a 





College Play 


> 


Ciris Crosses 
(Mask and Wig Club, U. of Pa.) 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 
Mask and Wig Club (U. 











of Pa.) presen- 
tation of musical in two acis. Score by Dr. 
Clay M. Boland; book by Robert (‘Bo’) 


Brown; lyrics, Darrell Smith and Moe Jafte; 
chorecgraphy, Walter Keenan; scenery 
Helen Stevenson West: cast direct or, Benia- 
min Ricker; orchest: s#tion, Boland and Al! 
Joss At Krlanger theatre, Philadelphia, 
Nov. 22, '46; $4.55 top 


is the 59th annual production 
Wiggers of t'2 U. of P. and, 


This 





} as 
« 


not used although she is presented 
intrigued by the explorer. In the 
Wigger’s show, Christopher's ship 


has lady passengers, deck sports and 


an amusement director. Scenes are 
laid in a seaport town, at court, on 
shipboard and one on the beach of 


Hispaniola. 

Mervyn Thal has two topical num- 
bers and slams one—That's What 
Made Those Happy Old _ Indians 
Dance’’—across in professional style 
William Breeden steps out of the 
glee chorus to score solidly with an- 
other specialty solo, “She Told Him 
Emphatically NO.” The principals 
are uniformly capable and, of course, 
that famous Wiggers’ dancing chorus 
gets plenty to do. The show's pace 
is evener than most, even on open- 
ing night, and the tempo is never 
allowed to flag. Scenes are simple 
but striking, and costumes, es- 
pecially some of those worn by the 


muscular “gals,” are colorful and in 
good taste. 

“Chris” is going on two tours 
after eight days at the Erlanger. 


First includes Bridgeport, Lancaster, 
Wilkesbarre and Wilmington, and 
second, after Christmas, includes 
Hartford, Syracuse, Buffalo, Roch- 
ester, Akron, Cleveland, Cincin- 
nati and Pittsburgh, winding up on 
Jan. 4. Waters 





Drawing Room theatre, Bethlehem, 
Pa., presenting farce, “Nothing But 
the Truth,” week beginning Nov. 29. 
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Villard’s Tribute te Journalism 

Oswald Garrison Villard, in his 
fOth year as a journalist, paid his 
tribute to the profession as principal 
speaker at Saturday’s (23) Silurian 
Society dinner in N. Y. 


‘After fifty years of it,” Villard 
said, “I gladly record my belief there 
is no profession to compare vith 


journalism and none in which there 
are still as many great opportunities 
to serve one’s fellow men. If I had 
another life before me, I could turn 
to no other pursuit than this, hoping 
only to do vastly better than before 
The journalist is still at the forefront 
of the human battle. His is the un- 
surpassed thrill of seeing history in 
the making and of taking a daily 
part in its creation.” 

Villard also criticized tendency 
towards newspaper chains, and 
standardization of newspapers which 


all use same cartoons, columnists, 
comics and news services. “It is an 
interesting fact,” he said, “that some 
of the changes I have stated are 
among the reasons why the British 
Parliament has just voted a Royal 
Commission to investigate the Brit- 


ish press, and particularly to ascer- | 


tain, if it can, why newspapers are 
decreasing, and why the powerful 
London dailies are more and more 
purchasing what the British call 
provincial newspapers. The press 
lords and barons will have to come 
into court and state their case.’ 
Benny the Hollywood Agent 

“The Hucksters” and “The Golden 
Egg,” like the predecessor, “What 
Makes Sammy Run?” explores the 
mores of certain segments of show 
biz—radio, pix and allied fields—and 
joining the parade now comes Ar- 
thur Kober’s “That Man Is Here 
Again” (Random House; $2.50). In 
treating with the adventures of 
Hollywood agent Benny Greenspan 
—trade insiders long since have 
identified this 10% er character when 
he first saw the light in The New 
Yorker—Kober scalpels a 
of the picture business with revelry 
and irreverance. . A judicious fore- 
word which, incidentally, is a bit in- 
volved in doing a pitch for 
Screen Writers Guild, none the less 
does take cognizance of dignity 
attached to certain agents. He 
names a few quite by name, notably 
Abe Lastfogel, Bill Perlberg, Fred- 
die Kohlmar, Milton Bren, Bill 
Dozier, Collier Young, Charlie Feld- 
man and Sem Jaffe. 

But the exploits of Kober’s Benny 
Greenspan are sufficiently authentic 
to continue creating that pleasant 
little whodunit pastime of identify- 
ing just-whom-does-he-mean”? Kob- 
er, in part, assists the reader with 
a footnote of a page or so recalling 
a real reel-life anecdote to point up 
the premise of the short story just 
preceding. 

“That Man Is Here Again” treats 
with Benny Greenspan in 18 differ- 
ent ways, 17 of them reprints from 
The New Yorker over a period of 
years and another piece from Red 
Book. As Kober presents it, with 
his rich «nd shrewdly observant 
cross-currents of 10%ery on the 
half-shell, it is a very palatable 
tome. The malapropisms are given 
@ final fillip with a slightly classic 
footnote to Kober’s final yarn, which 
is titled, “It’s Just Chock-full of 
Typical Demon Rayon Twists” 
and then he illustrates with some 
perverted Damon Runyonisms that 
are almost worth the two-and-a- 
half bucks right there. Abel. 


the 


Frazier’s Show Biz Column 

George Frazier, who reviews the 
Wax works for Variery, begins an 
entertainment col. in Holiday, with 
the February issue. He was for- 
merly amusement editor of Life. 
Frazier is currently “profiling” J. C. 
Petrillo for Collier's and has a piece 
on “The Decline of Bing Crosby” in 
#D upcoming Salute. 


Ranson-Pack’s Seven Arts Quiz 

Radio’s collaborative flacks. Jo 
Ranson (WHN) and Richard Pack 
(WOR) have blossomed out under 
Summit Press auspices with a “Quiz 
Book of the Seven Arts” ($2.50). 
It contains more than 
count ‘em—questions and 
relative to films, radio, books, music. 
the legit stage, art and the dance 


As an informative q & a pick-me-up | 
-me-up 
: : | store tycoon will not only keep the | 


Spanning the past quarter of a 
century, with its almost encyclopedic 
content, the Ranson-Pack tome be- 
comes an automatic show biz “must.” 

Wisely the boys have veered away 
from a too technical stumping-the- 
experts format and have endowed 
the content with queries calculated 





segment | 


the | 


1,000— | 


answers | 


the specific fields. To boot, they've 


wrapped up the whole thing with a, 


humor and freshness that’s generally 
lacking in the usual q & a col- 
| lections. 


“Quiz Book” also is_ profusely 
| illustrated with Leo Garel’s cartoons 
that have a sharp wit and lend spice 
to the overall job Rose. 
Govt. P.A.’s te Get Heave-To 
| Drive to clean out the bulk of the 
| government press agents, most of 


former newsmen, wa 

in Washington over the weekend by 
| Rep John Tabor (R N Y.) who 
| will head the House Appropriations 
| Committee in the next Congress 


them s pledged 


begun continuity as yet. 


pilot named Steve Canyon and his 


ee 


| fraught with virtue. 


Chi Sun's 15% Raise 
Coming as an aftermath to the 
slash in personnel on Chi Sun was 


the news that the new Guild contact 
calis for a 15° raise for editorial 
hike in n 


employees with a 


inimum 


salaries for reporters to $85 a week 


Contract which was negotiated 


last week calls for a Guild Oop wilh 
preferential hiring three weeks 
vacation with pay, increased 
allowances and minimum salaries t 
take effect for all reporters with 20 
months experience or more 
Contract is retroactive from N« 


1 and runs till Nov. 1, 1947 


GI “Hamlet” 
Condensed version of 
which Maurice Evans 
GIs and is now touring 
through U. S., hits the bookstalls 
Dec. 5 published by Doubleday 


Between Covers 
“Hamlet” 
put on for 


overseas 


| Since 1933 when the New Deal | 
| debuted, Tabor said, government 
| has been putting out expensive 
| propaganda press releases “in such 
| enormous numbers that nobody 
could count them.” 
|} “Before then,” he continued, “re- 
| porters had to go out and get the| 


news themselves 
write a story without a handout 
| then, they can learn to do it again. 


Memphis Dailies Avert Strike 
Threat of a Newspaper Guild 
| strike against the Memphis Publish- 


And if they could | 


Tome is a non-royalty 
which amateur groups may use cuffo 


Also dire 


tions 


edition 


contains detailed stage 


AWA Slaps Authors League Too 
The American Writer, a new four- 
|} page monthly information bulletin, 


jing Co., publisher of the city’s two| is being distributed to the member- 
| newspapers, The Commercial Ap- ship of the American Writers Assn 
| peal and Press-Scimitar (both | recently organized outfit dedicated 


Scripps-Howard), was averted at 


virtually the last minute 


Management came through with 
| additiona} increases providing jump 


of nearly 20% for all employees, 
plus top minimum of $72.50 as com- 
pared with previous top of $54, Guild 
thus gaining greater increase in 
single year’s bargaining for its top 
minimum than it had in all the pre- 
vious eight years combined 





Local voted to accept offer in 
| special meeting less than 72 hours | 
| aoreee expiration date of previous 
contract, thus narrowly averting a 
strike in execution of its twice-re- 
iterated prior decision of “No con- 


| tract—no work.” 

| New contract puts Memphis news- 
| paper salaries at highest 

} 


with national scales for the first | 
time 
ee 

Springfieid’s Newspaper Blackout 


Springfield citizenry is moving 
around in a daze since Sept. 27 when 
its four daily papers, the Republican, 
Morning Union, Daily News and 
Evening Union, went on strike. 
Papers from Boston, Hartford or 
New York are read by the lucky few 
who get to newsstands early, and 
radio does its share in giving news, 
but that’s all, and it isn’t enough. 

The Springfield Symphony Or- 
chestra had to employ town criers to 
stand on busy corners to announce 
opening of its season. Filmgoers no 
longer know time for beginning of 
features, and wander into theatres 
at any time. Department. stores, 
florists, banks report business drops. 
Local Community Chest drive failed 
for first time in history to reach its 
goal, falling 20% below it reportedly 
due to lack of newspaper publicity. 

Philly Record Impasse 

The first meeting since the Amer- 
ican Newspaper Guild went on 
strike at the Philadelphia Record 
and Camden Courier-Post broke up 
in an impasse Monday (25) when 
publisher J. David Stern 
negotiations begin from scratch. 

The meeting was held in the 
office of Mayor George E. Brunner, 
of Camden, and was attended by 
Stern, other management represent- 
atives, CIO leaders and Guildsmen. 
The strike has been in progress since 
Nov. 7. 


Field’s Caniff Geldmine 

New angle of the new Milton 
Caniff strip which appears January 
15 in King Features and the Chi- 
cago Sun Syndicate, having been 
bought by the two sight unseen, is 
the $50,000 profit made by Marshall 
Field on the deal. After Field had 
bought Caniff’s new strip exclusively 
for $200,000 per 
dicate, King Features execs decided 
they'd like it, too. Asking price by 
Field was $250.000 

KF not only paid that for the 
| strip, but agreed to Field's stipula- 
| tion that the rights were not to be 
exclusive. Now the department 





|comic for his own papers, but has 
| the right to sell it to whomever he 
pleases. - 

Original deal was 
somewhat over five months ago, and 
Caniff has three more weeks to go 
until deadline for the first episodes 


levels in | 
Dixie and begins to bring pay in line | 


insisted | 


year for his syn- | 


negotiated | 


be about an ex-Transport Command | 


’ 
Strip will 


Lothario-like escapades with various | 
women, none of whom will be over- | 


| Composition was his worst subject; he 





A Thumbnose Sketch—Fred Allen 








By JOE LAURIE, Jr. 








In 1858 the 


tnen 


stork delivered John L. Sullivan, the Boston Strong Boy, 
he rested for 36 years and delivered John Florence Sullivan, The 
Weak Boy! The stork could hardly hold him for laughing. 


Cambridge 


It is said he dropped him five times...on purpose! It was exactly May 31, 
1894 when our hero first inhaled the pedigreed air of Cambridge, Mass. 
H nother called up the insurance company and said, “I wish to report an 
accident.” Mr. and Mrs. Sullivan didn’t know whether to drown the kid or 
let him go to Harvard. But as the doctor only charged half-price, claiming 
e wasn't all there, the parents decided to keep the kid. The first thing the 

by did was to burp. It was his first ad-lib! He was a bottle baby until 
e was five, then he pushed out the cork and escaped. At the age of 10 
e caused a furore in the Sulliva ousehold, he said “Dada” just as plain 

Ouida ie . 

For his school days he retained the name of Sullivan as Boston was an 

Irish town. This also enabled him to bust into third grade on a pass 


couldn't write a sentence without 
dotting his T’s and crossing his I’s. He crossed his eyes so often that he 
finally had to wear glasses. He went to Boston University and graduated 
with a scholarship and undergraduate honors. He was tossed out of sev- 
eral sorcrities for trying to popularize night games. By now he was suffer- 
ing from educational amnesia he forgot the things he never knew. He 
vas ready to go to work. 

He get himself a job as stack-bovy in 


4 


the Boston Public Library. A stack- 
boy in a Boston Library is like a dry Gungedine! He spent most of his 
ime Jooking for books that the Boston Library doesn’t have. He always 
d his nose buried in a book; he was smelling literature. He read a book 
ed, “Five Easy Ways to Remove Names Out of Hotel Towels.” He had 

| a premonition he was going to be an actor 


| to fight against James M. Cain's pro- | 


| posal for an American Authors 
Authority. Editorial committee con- 
sists of John Erskine, Zora Neale 
Hurston, Eugene Lyons, Jobn 
O’Connor and Louis Waldman 

First issue, dated Nov. 1, 
the background of the fight which 
has been stirred up in literati 
cles by the AAA background 
Cain's supporters, the bulletin, from 
| another point of view, attacks the 
Authors League of America lJeader- 
| ship for its ambiguous stand towards 
the AAA. Summing up the aims of 


cir- 


Like 


| the AWA, the bulletin states that 
it hopes “to serve more than the 
|economic aspects of the literary 
profession. Mr. Cain’s pronuncia- 


mento of last July had nothing 
say of artistic integrity or of liter- 
ary ethics. We believe that writers 
| cannot afford to ignore those aspects 
of their work.” 


Legan Out At Look 
Harlan Look 


Logan, mag editor 


terday 
ately. Editorial 
sumed by the book's publisher, 
Gardner Cowles, who has moved 
into New York from Des Moines, Ia., 
to take over. 

Logan plans to go into the pub- 
| lishing of visual sales promotion 
land advertising material, opening 
his own office within the next couple 
of weeks. Cowles will make New 
York his permanent headquarters. 
with more changes expected to come 
in the high-level personnel of the 
sheet. 


duties will be 


as- 











| CHATTER 

Bryna Ivens has joined Seventeen 
to handle the magazine's fiction. 
Miss Ivens was editor of She before 
joining the teen-age publication. 

Carl Schroeder, vet fan mag writer 
and editor, joined staff of Modern 
Screen mag as editorial consultant 
and special contributor. 

Hollywood Press-Times, recently 
acquired by Adolph Solomon, will 
be published three times weekly, 


with stress laid on the Hollywood 
scene. 

Rufus Jarman readying article on 
two Lodge brothers — Sen.-elect 
Henry Cabot Lodge of Massachu- 
setts and Cong.-elect John Davis 


Lodge of Connecticut—for Saturday 
Evening Post. 

Cyril Connolly, editor of Horizon 
mag and author of “The Condemned 
Playground,” arrives in N.Y. from 


for three week stay. Will 
material for an issue of Horizon de- 
voted to U.S. arts and letters. 

Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun 
jdrama critic, signed by Whittlesey 
House for a book tentatively titled 
|“The Theatre of Our Time” for 1948 





| publication. Opus will be a 150,000- | 
stage | 


Word chronicle of the N. Y. 

' and the Broadway scene for the last 

i half century 
Macmillan has 


just brought out 
i“Country Jake,” second of Charlie 
Driscoll's trilogy treating with the 
people and his own life in his na- 
| tive Kansas. First, “Kansas Irish,” 
was published three years ago 
Driscoll, longtime editor of O. O. 
McIntyre’s column, took over the 
| McNaught = syndication of “New 


| York Day by Day” when Odd Me- | Harkins 
to entice the interested layman in| elapses. Understood that he hasn't | Intyre died in ‘38, 


' 
j 


reviews | 


and general manager resigned yes- | 
(Tuesday) effective immedi- | 


his native London tomorrow ‘Thurs. } | 
gather | 


A local promoter named Sam Cohen 
Columbia theatre, 


who put on amateur nights at the 
then a burlesque house, gave him his chance. The first 
thing John Florence Sullivan did was to drop his name. Under the nom-de- 
tomato of Paul Huckle he started his stage career, but not for long, be- 
cause Sam Cohen had a hook and used it on Paul Huckle. He then did an 
act with a fellow called Bert Yorke which made it two amateurs. The 
managers called it an “overt act.” They had to split because “doubles” 
couldn't get through the alleys of the theatres they played. By now our 
here was a real actor. He would stay out nights. One day he didn’t come 
ome at all. That's the latest he ever stayed out. He slept on the Bosten 
long the Mayor unveiled him! 
And Did He Plink! 

He now felt he could stand on his own feet, if the wind wasn’t blowing 
He took the name of Fred St. James and started to play banjo. He would 
not dare do it under the name of Sullivan! He sat and practiced for 
hours.. Getting a solid foundation that way. He was too poor to buy a 
banjo so he practiced on a snowshoe. He'd plink away for hours. Did he 
plink! He started by playing banjo at funerals. To rest himself from his 
banjo he bought a second-hand clarinet, one with holes in it. The elarinet 
is one of the hardest instruments to play, and also to listen to 
to play in no time. ..and you could notice it. 

He was getting plenty of offers to leave Boston, he managed to do thi 
by putting up $50 bail, but before he left they took his broad “A” away from 
him. (He has since recovered it.) He wrestled with vaudeville and vaude- 
ville return wrestled him back. He had cards printed “Gatherings put 
humor, acting done reasonable.’ He now catled himself Freddie 
was no longer a Saint! From five shows a day he went to five 


Commons so 


He learned 


nm %v’ood 


James: he 


days a show. The brightest spot of his life was on the seat of his blue 
serge suit. He was a good dresser on and off. when he had clothes. At one 
{ime he was out of work a year before he found out the reason. His 


gent was dead! 


a He was a 
Worst Juggler.” 


truthful kid, he billed himself as “The World's 
Only Time an Agent Gave Anything 

Fred now made a fresh start in vaudeville. His agent was Edgar Allen 
so Fred figured as long as his agent was getting 10% of his salary he 
vould take 50% of his agent’s name. So he now ealied himself Fred 
Allen. He cut his juggler vein and replaced it with a joke-ular vein. He 
wired Joe Miller’s Joke Book for sound and besides telling jokes, play- 
ing banjo and clarinet he also did ventriloquism, which didn't help vaude- 
ville any. 

It was in 1922 that Fred got his first break with a show, “The Passing 
Show of 1922” and he went from gloom to boom! He made good and 
soon divided his talents between vaudeville dates and shows. Some of the 
shows he appeared in were “Vogues,” “Polly,” “First Little Show,” “Three 
Is a Crowd” and “Greenwich Village Follies”...It was in that show he 
was teamed with clever little Jimmy Savo. who after a few routines with 
Fred started singing “Ad-Libber Stay Away From My Door.” 

In 1927 Allen was back in vaudeville with an act called, “Disappoint- 
ments of 1927” (he was still insisting on honest billing). A swell gal by 
the name of Portland Hoffa (a daughter of an eccentric Jamaica, L. I 
dentist) was in the act, and when Fred proposed to her she said yes, and 
they were married. (Portland, too, was eccentric.) It is only when you 
see how nice and sweet and charming Portland is, that you get a good 
opinion of Fred. They are blessed with no children! 

It was in 1932 that Fred first went into radio on the “Bath Tub” program 
on which he left his mark. That same year he appeared on the “Linit 
Revue” on CBS for Corn Products (again honest billing). 1933 heard him 
on the “Salad Bowl Revue” for Hellman’s Mayonnaise on NBC, Not enough 
lettuce to go with the mayonnaise so he started his “Town Hall Tonight” 
program in 1934 and stayed in the Hall for five years. Bristol-Myers, a 
drug firm, was the sponsor. Fred cut down Minute Rub to 30 seconds, and 
played the part of a critic—‘“I-Pana’—and no telling what he did with 
Salapatica! He was the first to introduce amateurs on the air that ad- 
mitted that they were amateurs. He retired for a year by appearing on 


| programs as a guest star for shows that needed laughs. For many years 


now he has been knocking the Crossley for a Hooper. 

His Allen's Alley is now the Main Street of Humor. He writes most of 
his own stuff, works all night and sleeps all day. I doubt if that record 
could be beaten even in the Senate! He is 4s active as a horseshoe on an 
Iowa pienic. It takes him nearly a week to prepare his program, as he 
insists on good spelling in his scripts. Some say he spells to high Heaven! 
He feuded with Jack Benny and as you know he must be pretty good to 
do that, as Benny gives no quarter—any bellboy will teil you that! Then 
a feud with Charlie McCarthy whom Fred bested one night when Bergen 
wasn't around. The Quiz Kids and Information Please proved that Freddy 
plaved hooky from his summer courses at Boston University. He is tops in 
ad-libbing. You can’t break him up if you put him in a cement mixer! 

Sureseater Pix Star 

Fred Allen has also been in pictures to break up the radio monotony. He 
wrote and appeared in shorts for Warner Bros. way back in 1935. Any- 
thing he did after that in pictures was a comeback! He starred in pictures 
like “Thanks a Million.” “Sally, Irene and Mary,” “Love Thy Neighbor” 
and “It’s in the Bag.” He specialized in pictures for the kind of people 
that don't like to stand in line! 

In comparative jestology Allen is tops. In his 
come tragedians. He is the Grand 


company comedians be- 
Exalted Master of the gentle art of 
stage kidding. The only one he hasn't topped is that Eagle he had on his 
program! His is a wit without dirt. As a writer he possess humor, origin- 
ality and brillance. His lips have launched a thousand quips. He is the 
easiest touch in the business; has a first and second night borrowing list. 
He does for humor what Florence did for Nightingales! By now I guess 
you figure I like the guy. I do! | Jike him for his humor and humanity. 
If charity begins at home he can ca)l the whole world his home. He’s a 
comedian’s comedian. He has legion of friends of whom Uncle Jim 
s the Commander and all of show business are loyal members of 


' The Post! 








ct 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, November 27, 1946 














Se  _ 














Show Biz In Middle 





i ois Continued from page 1 game 





spectaculars in 
already blacked out. 
Nitery and band business, already 


Times Square are 


acute in some quarters, will suffer | 
most from the coal stoppage. In| 
total money lost the boites and dan- 
ceries won't stand very 
because of the current 
operations of many of the spots, the 
relative effect will be far greater. | 
Bonifaces feel that two factors will 
militate against their take, first be- 
ing the confusion among potential 
payees as to whether the spots are 
operating and the manner of opera 
tion; and secondly the 
among people to wait until the bis- 
tros resume normality. 

Legit is not expected to feel any | 
ill effects unless the strike lasts into 
1947. Tickets for the hit attractions 
are pre-sold well into January and | 
few among playgoers are attracted 
by the lights of a marquee 

Few optimists who recall that the 
no effect on 


high, but 
hairline 


willingness | 


wartime brownout had 
ered by 
bonifaces and theatre ops with the 
fact that wartime entertainment de- 
mands were at an abnormal high 
and people would have paid to see 
anything under any circumstances 
Now many branches of the 
tainment industry are facing a lag 
which some feel will be emphasized 
by the power shortage 

Should the strike last long enough 
to seriously curtail freight ship 
ments, the record industry will also 
begin to suffer. As a freight 
essential, disks would be among the 
first to be halted which would mean 
that the flow of platters from the 
pressing plants to distribution points 
would be virtually halted Most 
diskery heads expect shipments to 
begin falling off within two weeks | 
and consequently have hypoed theit 
pressings and shipments, where pos- 
sible, to beat the curtailment. Re- 
sult of inability to ship current pop | 
recordings could conceivably be the 
death, on the record market, of much | 
of the product because of loss in| 
timeliness. Special attention is 
being paid to disks of tunes from 
filmusicals in an attempt to get them 
on the market with the film for 
cross-plugging. 

One-night ballrooms will be 
strapped for heat in a long strike 
Some, in the middle of Pennsylvania 
coalfields may be able to obtain 
their own supplies. 


showbiz grosses are ansv 


enter- 


holi- 


In the New York metropolitan area 
Loew’s circuit is in the best position 
to sustain 
age. 


a prolonged fuel short- 
In an effort to meet the ex- 


igencies of last spring’s coal stop- | 


page the circuit purchased a large 
number of smaller generators to 
keep some of their marquee lights 
and inside lighting plants going. If 
necessary, these will be pressed into 
action. Also, the chain has a large 
enough stockpile of coal and oil to 
last from two to four weeks in the 
emergency, employing storage space 
both on their own property, where 
available, and in empty lots. Oscar 
A. Doob, circuit exec, says that if 
the strike lasts long enough they are 
prepared to close some of the neigh- 
borhood houses in order to divert 
coal stocks to Broadway theatres, 
but, in any case, they would comply 


| wartime “brownout” last 


| 
Loew’s Emergency Setup | 








exchanges have enough new prints 


to survive a break in bookings, but | 
some can exist on backlog material | 


and reissues for a time. 

Some personal inconvenience is 
expected for showfolks in. their 
daily business as elevators in Radio 
City, and other buildings used by 
the industry are cutting 
ice down to bare necessity. 
first time in 


For the 


several months the 





railroad service as most of the 
screen fodder is delivered from 
truck from the St. Louis exchanges. 
Exhibitors dependent on railroads 
are arranging for privately owned 
automobiles to obtain and return 
films. 


No Eastern Theatre Closings 
Reports that eastern theatres 
might be shut to conserve coal were 


denied yesterday (25) by 


| government officials, Raymond Kerr, 


their Serv- | 


| Davidson, Asst 


stairways in the RKO Building will} 


be open to travel 





RR Curtailment Easing 
N.Y. Hotel Reservations 


Continuation of the dimout for a 
protracted period may result in 
considerable easing of the tight hotel 
situation. According to hotelmen, 
it’s still too early to tell exact effects 


of the dimout, but some inns have 
noted considerably less call foi 
reservations and lobby crowds are 
not as great Cancellations, how- 
ever, are not yet above normal, and 
so far hotels are filled up 
Hotelmen, however, feel that as 
the coal situation becomes tighte1 


with continuation of the Lewis blitz, 
there will be further curtailment ol 
train service into New York, 
With travel, load on the inns 
will be lighter. 
Pennsylvania Railroad 

cut out two trains to the 
one to Pittsburgh. 
Jersey has been curtailed 


less 


so far, has 


west and 


Theatres in the Northeast 


and | 
| quency 


Civilian Pro- 
Administration, and C. G 
Secretary of the 


fuel specialist of the 
duction 


Interio1 


Kerr expressed the opinion that 
theatre operation results in fuel 
Saving since thousands of homes 
have lights out and heat turned 


down while the family is at the 
pictures. Similar point was made 
by Davidson. Edward Falck, head of 
CPA conservation program, added 
that “the only intent of our curtail- 
ment order is to cut down on the 
use of outdoor lighting.” 

During the 
purchased 
powel 


theatres 
supply 


war, some 

diesel engines to 
because of the coal scarcity 
If the government is forced to cur- 
tail coal supplies for theatres this 
winter, the diesel motors will be 
pressed into service again. 


A Justice Dept. spokesman said 
closing of film theatres would | 
likely add to the juvenile delin- 


problem. 


FCC officials explained that broad- | 
among the last | 


casters would be 


| to feel the pinch of the coal strike. 


Service to North | 


Hardest Hit by Brownout | 


Washington, Nov. 26 
Theatres throughout the northeast 
section of the nation reverted to the 
night 
under CPA orders to save fuel in the 

current coal strike. 
The Government's 
21 states — including 
midwest—and the District of Colum- 
bia. In several areas, such as Wash- 
ington, the Federal orde: 
ticipated locally. The D. C 


(25) 


order covered 


some in the 


Was an- 


theatres 


: : : : | 
joined with other businesses of the 


District to 
dimout effective last 
(22). 


The brownout was the hope of the 


institute a voluntary 
Friday night 


| industry to prevent a complete shut- 


down of amusement places, Civilian 
Production Administration could ef- 
fectively close many amusement 
spots by cutting off their coal in 
order to channel it into home and 
industrial heating. Bulk of the east- 
ern and midwestern theatres are coal 
heated. 

During the war, the brownout 
failed to have any adverse effect 
upon the boxoffice, despite the fact 
that marquees were blacked out. 
Should the coal strike result in un- 
employment in other industries 
there may, indeed, be a temporary 
spurt in theatre biz. Unemployed 
men might spend on inexpensive 
amusement, 

While a substantial tumber of 
coal burning trains have been can- 
celled, there has been no effort thus 
far to chop off transportation of 
specific types of travel. Hence, show- 
folk are no worse off than any other 





with whatever requests city or state | 


officials make. 

At Radio City Music Hall, head 
man Gus Eyssell states that the the- 
atre would naturally follow regula- 
tions, and that, brownout or not, 
“Till the Clouds Roll By” would 
open Dec. 5. No special equipment 
will help the Music Hall in case of 
acute shortage because of its size, so 
that if anything like a complete 
blackout goes into effect the house 
will close. 

RKO Operates on Oil 

Most of the RKO theatres are 
heated and run on oil, it being the 
only circuit that doesn't utilize 
N. Y. Steam Corp. or city heating. 
In spite of their favorable condition, 
circuit execs aver the chain would 
dimout with the rest. 

At the Paramount, Weitman said 
that in spite of shortages the origi- 
nal booking plans would be contin- 
ued, “Cross My Heart” opening Dec. 
18 with a stage show headed by the 
Andrews Sisters and Tony Pastor's 
erchestra. 





| 
| 
| 
| 


travelers. 





MPTOA’s Pledge 
St. Louis, Nov. 26. 

Members of the MPTOA, through 
national president Fred Wehrenberg 
of St. Louis, pledged their support to 
President Truman in the present 
coal emergency. Wehrenberg’s wire 
to the President yesterday (Monday) 
read: 

“The members of the MPTOA of 
the United States are ready and 
willing to give you whole-hearted 
support and cooperation in the 
emergency now facing the American 
people today. W. strongly urge you 
to take a firm stand against the il- 
legal walkout of the United Mine 
Workers of America.” Similar 
pledge was made to Mayor A, P. 
Kaufman of St. Louis. 

So. Illinois Effect 
St. Louis. Nov. 29. 

A prolonged strike of coalminers 
in the bituminous fields in Southern 
I}linois is expected. to cut heavily 
into grosses of motion picture 
theatres in that area. Although the 


Exchanges will be hit only if the |‘Progressive Mine Workers Union is 


strike continues long enough to 
chop rail shipments into the staple 
commodities category. The inter- 
change of prints between exchanges 
will be immediately affected, plus 
the movement of prints from labs to 
the various key exchanges. Ship- 
ments from exchanges to theatres 
are not endangered because films are 








trucked between these points. No 


not affiliated with the one headed 
by John L. Lewis, stoppage of work 
in mines near Benld, Gillespie, 
Belleville, Mt. Olive, Livingston and 
Johnson City, Tll:. all within a 35- 
mile radius of St. Louis began Fri- 
day (21). 

Distribution of film to 350 exhibi- 
tors in the St. Louis area will not 
be seriously affected by curtailed 











Commission pointed out that power | 
stations in} 
|} the country is less than that neces- | 
| sary for 


sufficient to run all the 


a single battleship 


In addition, it was pointed out, 
many licensees have gotten emer- 
gency diesel or gasoline generators 


so that some kind of service will be 
maintained even in areas 
hit by the coal scarcity. 

Radio is classified as a necessary 
public service and can be expected 
to receive same consideration as 
other essential activities. 


hardest 


WIBG’s Radio Lessons 
Philadelphia, Nov. 26 
WIBG today offered the school 


board of Philadelphia as much time 
as it wanted to continue instruction 
to students via air in the event that 
schools are forced to close down 
because of coal shortage. Offer was 
made to Dr. Alexander J. Stoddard, 
superintendent of schools, by Ed- 
ward D. Clery, general manager of 
the station. 





Mr. and Mrs. Jack Reynolds, 
daughter, Hollywood, November 19. 
Mother is Marjorie Reynolds, Para- 


mount contractee. Father is a film 
exec, 
Mr. and Mrs. E.P.H. (Jimmy) 


James, son, N. Y., Nov. 21. Father 
is manager of sales service at 
Mutual. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Geiler, daugh- 
ter, New York, Nov. 21. Father is 
in the band dept. of the William 
Morris Agency, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Paul, daugh- 
ter, Chicago, Nov. 17. Father is 
continuity writer at WLS. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Carey, son, 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. Mother is the 
former Leona Olson, actress; father 
is a composer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Corey, son, 
Los Angeles, Nov. 19. Mother is the 
former Alice Wiley, legit actress; 
father is a Paramount actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Phillips, daugh- 
ter, Chicago, Nov. 17. Father is in 
charge of band booking of Asso- 
ciated Booking Corp. Chi office: 


mother is former Claire Mangen, 
dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ross, son. 
Hollywood, Noy. 18. Father is a| 


film attorney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman L. Ripps. 
daughter, Albany, N. ¥., Nov. 16. 
Father is Metro district and branch 
manager in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Briskin, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Nov. 23. Mother is 
Betty Hutton of the films; father is 
a camera manufacturer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Welliver, 
daughter, New York, Nov. 24. Par- 
ents are legit players, who toured 
last year in “Dear Ruth.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Frank, son, 
Hollywood, Nov. 25. Father is 
screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Toland, son, 
Los Angeles, Nov. 25. Father is 
Metro cameraman; mother Virginia 
Thorpe, former Goldwyn girl. 

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Shaw, daugh- 
ter, New York, Nov. 19. Father is 
vaude and nitery comedian; mother 
is Helen Shaw, former songstress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Crosby, son, Los 
Angeles, Nov. 23. Father is the band- 
leader, 


two | 


DR. EDUARDO MARQUINIA 
Dr. Eduardo Marquina, 67, presi- 
dent of the Sociedad General de’ 
Autores de Espana, Spanish counter- 
part of the American Society of 
|Compesers, Authors and Publishers, 
|died of a heart attack last week in 
New York, the second high ranking 
foreign visitor to the recent 
| national Confederation of 
'of Authors and Composers to die 
while in the U. S. Fred Markush, 
representative of the Hungarian 
| performance rights society, died sim- 
| ilarly several weeks ago. 
| Dr. Marquina was one of his coun- 
jtry’s outstanding playwrights, a mem- 
ber of the Royal Academy of Lan- 
guages (Spain), past president of 
ithe International Confederation and 





Inter- 
Societies 





la close friend of ASCAP. He was 
| snstrumental in arranging the re- 
|ciprocal performance rights agree- 


;}ment established last year between 
| ASCAP and ‘he Spanish society he 
| headed, during the trip to Europe 
|by John G. Paine, ASCAP'’s general 
manager, and Herman Finklestein, 


attorney, 
| 

Dr. Marquina came to N. Y., Oct 
4 for the Washington, D. C., Con- 


IN MEMORIAM 


Charles and Ann Stern 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| MARK 


| federation meeting, accompanied bs 
who was his secretary. He 
|also is survived by his widow, three 
grandchildren and a brother now in 
Cuba His body will be shipped 
back to Spain. Services for him 
were held by the Spanish Consulate 
in N. Y., Friday (22). 
VINCENT LAWRENCE 

Vincent Lawrence, 56, playwright 
| and film scriptor, died after a heart 
attack in Corpus Christi, Tex., 
Nov. 24. 

After covering golf and tennis for 
a Boston paper following his grad- 
uation from Yale, Lawrence teed 
off his playwrighting activity in 1923 
with two Broadway hits, “Two Fel- 
lows and a Girl” and “In Love With 
Love,” with the latter aided by the 
acting of Lynne Fontanne, Henry 
Hull and Frank Morgan. Last Broad- 
way show, “The Overtons,” was 
Staged by Elizabeth Bergner and 
ran for 174 performances in 1945. 

For the last 10 years Lawrence 
had spent most of his time on the 
Coast as a screenplay writer. He 
collaborated on the screen plays of 
“Gentleman Jim” (Warners) in 1942 
and “Man-Proof” (Metro) in 1938. 
Several of his plays were also made 
into films, including “Spring Fever” 
(Metro) and “Sour Grapes.” 

Surviving are his widow and two 
sons, 


his son, 


| 
| 


HOGAN HANCOCK 

Hogan Hancock, 46, Dallas execu- 
tive of the Music Corp. of America, 
died as a result of burns and carbon 
monoxide gas. He was discovered 
in his burning car Noy. 20 near 
Lewsville, Texas. 

Hancock was leader of a dance 
band and booking agent in Dallas 
before joining MCA. 

At first it was believed that Han- 
cock was murdered but according to 
medical reports it was shown his 
injuries were caused when car be- 
came ignited. 

Survived by widow. 





} STANLEY H,. CZERWINSKI 

Stanley H. Czerwinski, 60, veteran 
trombonist with Merte Evans’ Ring- 
ling Brothers-Barnum and Bailey 
Circus Band, died recently at his 
home in Memphis. 

A native of Cincinnati, Czerwinski 
made Memphis his home the past 40 
years. For 25 years he played in the 
pit bands for vaudeville at the old 
Orpheum (now Malco) and Loew’s 
State, Memphis. Then came 15 con- 
secutive seasons with the circus 
band on the road, interrupted the 
past season for the first time by his 
illness. , 





GEORGE E. BROWN 

George E. Brown, manager of the 
Paramount theatre, Glens Falls, N.Y., 
died Nov. 18 in that city. 

Previous to going to Glens Falls 
Brown was with the homé office 
advertising department of Para- 
mount-Publix in New York. He had 
also been advertising manager of 
an 8-theatre circuit with head- 
quarters in Dallas, Tex., and before 
that was city manager for Para- 





—— 


OBITUARIES 


other cities 
Besides his widow, he is survived 
by a brother. 


ARTHUR N. LOWE 
Arthur N. Lowe, 58, treasurer of 
the Coronet theatre, N. Y., dropped 


thee in Memphis, Birmingham. and 
| 
| 


| dead while shaving at his home in 
| Long Beach, L. IL, Tuesday (26). He 
had recently recovered from pneu- 


monia and had been on duty at the 
theatre day before his death 

He had been a boxoffce man in 
several Broadway theatres, starting 
at the Liberty theatre, N. Y.. when 
that house played legit shows. He 
later went to Pittsburgh, where he 
was treasurer of the Nixon theatre 
there for a number of years before 
returning to Broadway. 

His widow, Kiity, 
seller, survives. 


also a 


ticket 


CLIFFORD W. 
Clifford W. Meech, 78, veteran 
musical director, died Nov. 25 in 
Los Angeles following heart attack. 
Meech was director of many mu- 
sicals and prior to advent of talking 
pictures, conducted for road 
ings of “Birth of a Nation,” ‘ 
ance,” “Way Down East,” 
Wagon,” “Ten 


‘King of Kings” 


MEECH 


st OWe- 
Intoler- 
“Covered 

Commandments,” 
and “Ben-Hur. 





HUGH M,. BECKET 

Hugh M. Becket, 46, operator of 
the Metropolitan theatre, Seattle, 
died in that citv Nov. 8. 

Becket had operated 
| lease since 1944, during 
lhe played many legit 
| with pix policy obtafning 
shows were unavailable 
Survived by widow, daughter and 


‘ 
| 
| 
| 


house on 
which time 
attractions 


when legit 


two sons. 
BELLE HATHAWAY 
Belle Hathaway, 86, retired vaude 
performer, died at Newark, N. J 
Nov. 23 


She had a trained monk act in 
vaude for a number of years until 
1914, when simians were destroyed 
in a fire, which forced her retire- 
meni, 

Two sons and four daughters sur- 
vive, 

FRED C. BEERS 
Fred C. Beers, 51, motion picture 


casting director, died Nov. 18 in Hol- 
ly wood. 


Lt. Faudell Kuh, 20, was killed in 
Korea Noy. 1, according to word res» 
ceived by parents last week. He was 
the son of Harry Kuh, former 
Vaniery mugg, currently advance 
agent for “Ice Capades.” 


Jack L. Frank, 63, father of Mel- 
vin Frank, a screen writer, died Nov. 
22 in Hollywood following a heart 
attack, 

Mrs. Bernice Meehan, 37, wife of 
John Meehan. Paramount art direc- 
tor, died Nov. 19 in Hollywood. 


MARRIAGES 


Shirley Mitchell to Dr. Julian H. 
Frieden, Toledo, Nov. 23. Bride is 
radio and film actress. 

Ann Pohl to Daniel R. Houlihan, 
Altamont, N. Y., Nov. 9. Groom is 
20th Fox salesman in Albany. 

Fern Tammin to Jimmy Schoun, 
Chicago, Nov. 20. Groom is trum- 
peter in Ray Anthony's band; bride 
is former actress. 

Dorothy Colosardo to 
Smith, Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
is a film actor. 

Billy Edith 


Douglas 
Groom 


Lawrence to Richard 
Jacobson, Chicago, Nov. 23. Bride 
was former ballerina at the Chez 
Paree, Chi : 

Imogene Carpenter to Milton Feld- 
man, Hollywood, recently. Bride is 
actress; groom is assistant directo! 
at Columbia. 

Marilyn Ross to Bernie Thall, New 
York, Nov. 19. Bride is singer; 
groom is vocal coach. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Palmer Barnum to 
Henry Ringling North, Saratoga, 
Fla., Nov. 18. Groom is former of- 
ficial of Ringling, Barnum & Bailey 
Circus, 

Marilyn Lee to Leonard Shannon, 
Las Vegas, Nov. 16. Groom is 8 
screen publicist. 

Martha Jane Waldbott to Richard 
Degner, Las Vegas, Nov. 23. Groom 
is a film advertising executive. 

Claire Sorenson to Lee G. Doran, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Nov. 23. Bride is 
daughter of Art Sorenson, makeup 





editor of 20th-Fox Movictone News; 
groom is a Universal cameraman. 
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Broadway 


proker John S. McBride's 


Ticket 

fe sel iously ill 
™ Frank McCoy in Roosevelt hos- 
..) under treatment. ; 
‘Rentals on new Miami Beach 


as ed at $10,000 per season, — 
villas quoted tam added to Ameri- 
an Theatre Wing GI school faculty. 
i len Gahagan Douglas to do lec- 
' in February-March for 





ture dates 

ICAC . 

NCcoy (Mrs. Meredith) Willson 

pack “to the Coast Dec. 2 after seeing 

shows, etc 

" Erin O'Brien - Moore’ replaces 

Judith Evelyn in Chi “State of the | 

Union” Dec. 23 ; | 
“Alan Jackson, Paramount's eastern 
oe ed sti zerald Kersh, | 

story editor, hosting Geralc ersh, | 
itish write. 

ea Rose finds greater practical | 

use for his shorthand career now 
+ “gs a columnist. 

that hes a co ; 
Concierto Internacional in Mexico 


City Nov. 10 featured four composi- 
tions by Claude Lapham. 
Playwrights’ Stage to present Leon 


Morse's “Save the Pieces” at Bar- | 
bizon Plaza Dec. 14-15. 

Algonquin opened its Rose Room | 
as cocktailery Monday (25), with | 
Alex Fogarty at the. plano. ; | 

George Brandt has a new play, | 
“Now You See It,” scripted by Bert 


Levey from Clayton Rawson's novel 


Clark Robinson, soon out of uni- 
form, bragging about shedding seven 
ounds but friends won't believe it. 


Alfred H. Morton, National Con- 
cert & Artists Corp. head{ due back 
weeks on the Coast 


Dec. 4 altel Six 

Arthur Hopkins to get 1%% of 
ross for directing “Burlesque”; 
Bert Lahr in for 15% for, playing 
lead. 


Artur Rodzinski to Europe in De- 
cember for first time in nine years, 


to conduct 11 concerts on the Con- 
tinent. 
Harold Russell, the amputee who 


lavs himself in “Best Years of Our 
Pives,” entering the advertising 
business ; 
Sulka’s really going in for movie 
tieups. A “Razor's Edge” tie has for 
its motif the 
the film’s ads 

Claude Dauphin, who opened last 


night in “No Exit,’ at the Biltmore, | 


angled for by film scouts, including 
D. O. Selznick. 

Ned Brown, story ed for A. & S. 
Lyons agency, here from the Coast 
for three-week look at legit and 
book situation. 

May Weisberg, formerly with the 
N. Y. Strand publicity office, joined 
Harold Young Productions, commer- 
cial films outfit. 

Isadora Bennett now working with 
Michael Mok on “Christopher Blake,” 


in addition to her American Thea- 
tre Wing p.a. chores 
Irwin Chanin, builder of many 


Times Sq. theatres, bought a block- 
front on 10th Ave. for $860,000 from 
Third Ave. Transit Co. 

Hal Wallis and Joe Hazen 
tioning in Miami Beach before 
Nobel dinner Dec. 6 at which Wallis 
represents the film industry 


vaca- 





] 
| 
| 


| 


mystic symbol used in | 


the | 


ithe history of N. Y 





Eddie Jackson due to train back 
to Coast today, joining Jimmy Du- | 
Tante and Jack Roth for a holiday 


night club date at Las Vegas. 

Ivan Black about again at his legit 
p.a. chores after being bedded for 
wecks with a leg ailment, and due to 
go to Florida shortly for a rest. 

Twentieth-Fox prexy Spyros Skou- 
ras and assistant Lem Jones due back 
at the homeoffice today (Wednesday ) 
after a five-day trip to the Coast. 

Memorial mass for James J. 
Walker by stagehands union, The- 
atrical Protective Union, Local 1. at 
St. Patrick's Cathedral Saturday (30) 
at 12:15 p.m. 


Roger Lewis, of 20th-Fox advertis- | 
ing copy department, set to become | 


copy chief of the Monroe Greenthal 
ad agency. Lewis also prez of Screen 
Publicists Guild. 

If Sylvia Fine (Mrs. Danny Kaye) 
makes the comedian a father during 
his stint in Boston next week, a 
special chartered plane will bring 
him back to town. 

Charles M. Thall, first beneficiary 
of Fox-West Coast pension plan, off 
to South America shortly. He's 
brother of Sam Thall, former Or- 
Pheum vaude booker. 

Benny Goodman hosted Ted Husing 
ast night (Tues.) at the Stork, a 
last-minute shift from the 400 Club. 
on occasion of the  sportscaster’s 
switch to WHN’s disk jockey stint. 

eri Josefovits, who provides the 
lobby piano entertainment at the 
Paramount theatre. recovering from 
the first of a series of intestinal op- 
erations at the Polyclinic hospital. 

Recently formed Capt. Charles B. 

ilingham Theatrical Post of the 
American Legion elected Jack Davis 
as Commander last week: Vice Com- 


manders: Harry Weber and Chet | 
O'Brien. 
Nick Kenny presented with a 
ain and gold wrist watch by Car- 
ina 


Spellman Monday (25) in rec- 
©snition of his work done in behalf 
of the National Catholic Community 
Service. 

Hal Horne’s family due for a 
Christmas holiday reunion on the 
Coast with wife Lea coming in from 
New York and daughter Barbara 
Visiting during the winter school 
Vacation. 

Max Cohen, prexy of the Cinema 
‘rcult Corp., solved the housing 
Problem by buying a 14-story mid- 
Owl apartment house at 9 E. 79 last 
week. He plans to occupy one of 
the suites, 


With Henry Ginsberg back to the 


| Mullingar on Nov. 19 as Arts Ball | radio feature “Just William” on Dec. 
| judge. H 16. 8 nt 
New Zealand bass singer Oscar | A. Bullet in the Ballet.” starring 
Natzka on ‘Hospitals’ Trust pro- | Massine and Baronov., now touring | 
gram via Radio Eireann. the provinces, will not come to 
Vincent H. Tildsley’s male song-| London. Management claims ty 
sters, the Mastersingers. inked for | cannot find large enough theatre. | 
'two weeks at Theatre Royal here, | Baronova returns to U. S., with Mas- 
| Nov. 24. | sine staying here to form own ballet 
Queen's theatre cooperates with | COMPpaly. 
Local Defense Force in presenting | - 


|} the army show “Proudly the Note” 
|on Nov. 24 


Coast, following homeoffice huddles, 
the Paramount studio head's wife, | 
Mildred, goes to Washington to visit | 
friends and family before returning 
to Holly wood. 

Rupert Hughes, currently in New | 
York, to be luncheon guest Dec. 6 
of the group of film and literati clas- 
sicists who bill themselves as ‘“The- 
Wednesday - Culture - Club - That- | 
Meets-on-Fridays.” 

Only preview of “Years Ago,” 
Fredric March starrer, will be held 
Dec. 2 under auspices of Independent 
Citizens Committee of Arts, Sciences 
& Professions, of which March is 
national treasure) 

William Brandt making three con- 
secutive guest shots on WNBC’s “Hi! | 
Jinx” program with Tex McCrary 
and Jinx Falkenberg starting this 
morning (Wed.). Brandt will trace 
show biz. 

Deni new radio-video col- 
umnist on the Post, got a double- 
header salute at LaMartinique and 
as Leon & Eddie's guest of honor, 
respectively, last Thursday and Sun- 
day. Denis was Ear] Wilson’s aide 
heretofore. 

Mordecai 

doing sets 


Paul 


a 
of the 


Gorelik, now in 
for legiter “Sign 
Archer,” appointed by Hollywood 
Set Designers Union to head com- 
mittee organizing an exhibition of 
film illustrators Exhibit will tou 
museums of country 
Judge EBdgi Bron who 
heads New York’s magistrates courts 
setup, to speak juve delinquency 
next Monday (2) on “Films in Pub- 





VL RC, 


on 


lic Education,” sponsored by the 
motion picture division of the Inde- 
pendent Citizens Committee Con- | 


clave at Museum of Modern Art 
Plans for the 30th Anni Dinner- 
Dance next March or April and} 
plans for several benefits were dis- | 
cussed yesterday (Tues.) at the an- | 
nual Thanksgiving luncheon-meeting 


of Associated Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers meeting at the Villanova 
restaurant. Closed meeting for 


members only 


Stockholm | 


By Sven G. Winguist 
Edwin Blum, U. S. writer, is 
paring a new film in Sweden. 
Grant will be the male star. 
Hasse Fkman, producer-director, 
has started a new film, “While the 
Door Was Closed,” for Europa Film. 


pre- 
Cary 


The Swedish producer, Lorenz 
Marmstedt. went to Rome recently. 
He had been producing a Swedish | 


film in France. 


Rune Lindstroem, Ingmar Berg- 
man and Goesta Stevens soon will 
leave Svensk Filmindustri’s screen- | 
play department where they have | 
been for years Rune Lindstroem, 
the man behind one of the com- 
pany'’s greatest films this year, 
“Johansson and Westman,” will go 
to the new Swedish film company, 
Tre Kronor 


Dublin 


RKO’'s Col. Jack Votion due here | 
soon as Beauty Contest judge. 
Gaiety manager Hamlyn» Benson to 


Architect - actor Michael Scott 
{house hunting for Irish Catholic 
| Stage Guild. Wants a permanent 


home for the Guild. 


| Fila. Hotels 


————— (‘ontinued from page 


ltrains Dec. 12, 
withstanding. 
Reservations are heavy that 
| prospective passengers, unable to 
get accommodations, are tapping last 
| year’s black market sources, and are 
paying stiff premiums for tickets. 
But despite the heavy tourist in- 
flUx, Miami and Miami Beach cafe 
operators are worried about the 
amount of business that will be done 
in the bistros. Pre-season worrying 
which came after all spots have 
plunged in with heavy budgeted 
shows, is based upon the business 
being done in New York. 
Spenders, it’s said, still reside in 
Gotham, but they're not spending 
last year’s amounts in cafes. With 
hotels charging up to $40 and more 
daily, bonifaces fear that vacation- 
ists will be wary of consistent nitery 
patronage, and those that do attend 
may not spend more than the pre- 
vailing minimums. 
Another factor worrying cafe men 
is the absence of gambling in Miami 

















the coal strike not- 


so 





and Miami Beach They conse- 
quently fear a post-dinner exodus 
to the Hallendale casinos, 16 miles 


from Miami. 

However, the most confident oper- 
ation will be the Colonial Inn at 
Hallendale, which is splurging 
heavily on talent and hopes to reap 
a record harvest from the green felt 
tables. 





| wright Reginald Denham. 


| attraction. 


| season 


| Club. 
'and will put on stage version of the 


London 


Ted Heath band signed for five 
years with Decca. 
Veteran vaudevillian George 


Mozart ill in hospital. 
Divorce granted to wife of play- 


For the first time since the was. | 
Bertram Mills’ circus will be re- | 
sumed at the Olympia as Christmas | 

| 


Claire Luce was presented to} 
Queen Mary, when she attended the 
matinee of “Vanity Fair” at the 
Comedy on Nov. 9 

Lew Grade (‘and Leslie Grade) 
goes to New York early next year 
to line up talent and also to sell 
acts suitable for America. 

Deal between Electric and Musical 
Industries and Broadcast Relay 
Service to coordinate certain manu- | 
facturing interests has been shelved | 
temporarily. 

Archie Menzies doing new show, 
“Idea for Comedy” for Linnit & 
Dunfee, to be produced after Christ- 
mas. Also doing operette for Bern- | 
ard Delfont. 

Brighton Town Council is running 
its own vaudeville at the 
Dome, charging prices ranging from 
20c. to 30c. It has already made a 
profit of $8,000 


show Ss 


British Broadcasting Corp., afte 
many years, has finally formed a 
Script Section which will be in 


charge of Gale Pedrick, former 
newspaper critic 
Roy Fox quits the Milroy club, 


Nov. 23 to play series of vaudeville 
dates, replaced by Paul Adam and 
his Mayfair Music formerly at the 
Mirabelle restaurant 

Special matinee of “Dear Brutus” 
being staged before the Queen at the 
Lyric, Dec. 12, to aid rebuilding of 
the bombed theatre of the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art. 

London's West End is to have an 
all-magic program for the Christmas 
season when the Great Dante opens 
at the Garrick theatre in December 
Set to run at least a month. 

Charles Shadwell band, signed by 
Harold Fielding for series of 21 


| concerts in provincial towns he has 


| the South.” Tie-in on 
| plays and newspaper advertising 
| witn one of town’s large dept. store 
netting plenty attention. 


! slick promotion job for “Song of | 
| 


Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 
Chavez and orch ticketed for new 
Mardi Gras. 
Tony Lopez and Latin orch added 
Clover Club lineup 
Lee Rigney replaced Betty 
in show at Don Richard's 


Door. 
Joan 


to 
Blaine 


Famous 


for anothe 
Gaines Blacka- 


Adair held over 
four weeks at Ben 
moor room, 

Carrie Finnell and 
to play the Frolics 
Hart closes. 

Lord Beaverbrook 


Ann Corio set 
when Margie 


staying at 


local boites. 

Bob Crawford, who cleffed 
Corps song, opened Blue 
club this week. 

Wometco pic house chain celebrat- 
ing 21st anni this week with special 
stage showings in key houses. 

Harry Richman planed into town 
He’s turned down local offers, plan- 
|} ning a long rest at his bayfront 
estate 

Freddie D’Alonso’s 
crew filing in 


Yonder 


Tarleton 


intil 
unt 


Lord 
at 


rm + . ‘ 
rumbda Copa 


Dec. 19 when Noro Morales and band 
take over 

Biggest industry in town is the 
restaurant and bar biz. Over 50 


eateries and 100 bars counted in area 
of 20 blocks 
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mits, Bond Clothing Co., will tear 
out the theatre and the stores along- 
| side it to take in the whole 44th to 
| 45th street block for “the biggest 
| clothing store in the world.” Bond 
now has a large establishment next 
to the theatre and above it. 


never played previously. He’s former | 


British Broadcasting Corp. ace. 

Clem Butson, for many years en- 
tertainments manager for Blackpool 
Tower and Winter Gardens com- 
panies, is quitting to take up position 
of director in Tom Arnold, Ltd. 

West End will have another mag- 
ical Christmas season besides the 
Great Dante. Jasper Maskelyne, of 
the famous family, will open 
on Dec. 23 at Westminster 
theatre. 

Franz Lehar, who is recuperating 
in Switzerland after a serious illness, 
is expected here soon to discuss 
new opera he has written with Paul 
Knepler. Latter has collaborated 
with the Viennese composer in most 
of his world famous works. 

Archie Shenburn has sold the 
Granville theatre at Walham Green, 
to Jack Boyer, director of Chelsea | 


| Football Club and National Sporting 


Sheburn still stays as lessee 


? Australia | 


By Eric Gorrick 


“Bells of St. Mary's” is doing 
smash biz for Hoyts at the Regent 
in Sydney. 

Reported that 20th-Fox = will 


handle distribution of Ealing’s “The 
Overlanders.” 
Whitehall Production asked $4 


top for “Life With Father” preem at 


| the Minerva, Sydney 


;zone by Ralph 


} 





Kiwis concert party winding up 
nine-weeks run in Perth for the 
Fullers. It’s New Zealand's setup for 
returned troops. 

Eric Collins assigned to take | 
charge of RKO advertising in this 


Collins re- 
who resigned 


Doyle. 
places Percy Curtis, 
recently. 

Norman B. Rydge will see to it 
that the Rank-GUT production bid at 
Cinesound-Pagewood gets underway 
next year. Rydge has sent Ken G. 
Hall, C-P top director, to London 
and US to looksee production field 


Washington, D.C. 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Morton Downey at Statler’s Em- 
bassy Room for two week session. 
Don Craig, drama crick for Times- 


Herald, recuperating from recent op- | 


eration. 

Fred Epstein, 
dept., here for a 
local office. 


Warner's 
special 


contact 
chore at 


Paul Martin, formerly of WWDC, | 


and currently with WPEN, Phila., 
skedded to return here as program 
director for WQQW. 

Harry Hier, formerly with 
nevitches Harmonica Rascals, out of 


uniform and on his own with a 
radio spot on WRC-NBC. 
Gladys Swarthout and husband 


Frank Chapman feted by National 
Symphony Women’s Committee after 
solo stint with National Symphony 
past week. 


RKO Keith’s Sol Sorkin doing 


his | 


Min- 


| With negotiations currently going 
on for the real estate, Walter Reade, 
| Jr, refused to divulge Monday (25) 
the actual site of the pair of theatres 
planned by the circuit headed by his 
father, except to say it was “in the 
Times square area.” According to 
| reports, the houses are to be built 
in the block on the east side of 
Broadway between 5lst and 52d 
street opposite Warner Bros.’ Holly- 
| wood theatre. If that's the case, it 
will mean the elimination of 
Brandt’s Republic, nee the Warner 


theatre, which is in that area. It will | 


also have the effect of moving the 


| whole Broadway .center of gravity 


northward, a phenomenon that has 
been going on for years. Reade said 
the houses would probably be about 
3,500-seaters. 

The change in the Astor-Victoria 
block will begin next May or June 
if building restrictions are litfed by 
that time. The two houses planned 
will each seat around 2,000. That will | 


mean the elimination of three legit | 


houses on 45 and 46th street, back of 
the Broadway 
new film theatres will face. Legiters 


are the Fulton, Morosco and Bijou. | 


| There will be no space available to 
|replace them. Theatres will be 
topped by a moderate-sized office 
, building. Reade theatres will have a 
large ballroom over them 


Among the changes planned by the | hemorrhage. 


Bond Clothing outfit is erection of a | 


giant new electric spectacular atop 
their block-long building. As 
planned by sign impresario Jake 
| Starr, it’s to be a supér-duper to 
outdo everything that’s gone before. 
| Included will be a waterfall with 


|real water. It will be flanked by 
,/monumental figures of a man and 
' woman (“Men's Apparel” — “Wom- 


en’s Apparel’) and will have a mov- 
ing ribbon news sign, similar to that 
on the N. Y. Times building. Efforts 
|are now being made to sell to other 
| advertisers mentions on the ribbon 
| sign to help defray the overall] cost 
of the spectacular. 
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nena 


|inches in size. Platters will weigh 


‘about eight ounces with only play- | 


ing surface, directly over film, re- 
volving. Major portion of platter 
| stands still with tiny aperture in 
| side permitting film to lens, through 
| optic system of inner lamp. Platter 
| requires no special needle and will 
| take about 10 minutes to play per 
| reel. Vinylite is basis of the record, 
| making it virtually 

Machine weighing about 20 pounds, 
is portable and plays standard 
pressings by attachment of simple 
gadget. 

Phil Goldstone and Ralph Like, 
who have been working on machine 
for several years, already have 
obtained basic patents throughout 
' the world. 


' 


window dis- | 


the } 
| Roney Plaza and visiting the smarter | 


Air | 


indestructible. | 


Hollywood 


David Niven laid up with bronchie 


IS 


A Wurtzel bedded with bron- 
; Ch1tis, 


_S. Z. Sakall became an American 
+ citizen, 


Bert Granet in from a tour of 
Europe. 
Irving Rapper returned from 


Europe. 


_ Tim Holt to Colorado on a hunt- 
ing trip. 


Margot Grahame seriously il) at 
Del Monte. 
_ Edgar Kennedy’s wife hospitalized 
for surgery 


J. Carrol Naish to Palm Springs 


on vacation. 

3arry Buchanan building a new 
beach home. 

Alexander and Vincent Korda in 


i from London. 

Jack Robbins returned from busi- 
ness in N. Y. 

Randolph Scott in circulation after 
| a hospital siege. 


Tay Garnett to his Paso Robles 
ranch on vacation. 
Pat Buttram moved into his new 


home in Burbank. 
Ned Washington’s wife in the hos- 


{ 


pital for a checkup 


Richard Ney to Del Monte for 
golf and swimming 
Joe] McCrea to San Francisco to 


settle his aunt’s estate. 

Walter MacEwen sunning for a 
week at Palm Springs. 

Clarence Kolb celebrating his 50th 
year in show business. 

Maggie McKay hospitalized 
X-rays and observation: 

Leo Weismantel changed his screen 
name to Leo MacGregor. 

Leighton Brill and Johnny Austin 
to Las Vegas on vacation. 

Dorothy Lamour and Bill Howard 
sunning at Palm Springs. 

Judith Anderson in from the east 
for film chores at Warners 

Dorothy Blanchard returned from 
play gandering in New York. 

Bernard Luber resigned as chief of 
| Republic’s talent department 

Anita Colby out of the hospital 
after a series of allergy tests. 

Judith Anderson in town after a 
four-week air tour of Europe. 

Frank Turner hospitalized 
Santa Monica for observation. 

Walter Woods in from Chicago to 
| look over Coast radio shows. 
| Randy Rogers appointed secretary 
| of Jesse L. Lasky Productions. 
Milton Brown returned to Metro 
| after a month in Hot Springs, Ark. 

Ben Freedman and John Murray 
| soaking up sunshine at Palm Springs. 


for 


in 
| 


William Powell and Diana Lewis 
| returned from a two-month vaca- 
tion 


| Merian C. Cooper to Mexico City 
| for production huddles with John 
| Ford. 
| Harry Woods starting his 500th 
| picture and his 25th year as a film 
actor 


Alex Harrison in from San Fran- 


cisco for Fox West Coast confer- 
ences. 
Teresa Wright to Roswell, New 


Mexico, to join her husband, Niven 
| Busch. 

Arleen Whelan in from New York 
to play in “Variety Girl” at Para- 
mount. 

Bob Roberts in from Buenos Aires 


block on which the |to buy equipment for the San Miguel 


Studio. 
| Tyrone Power 
| City to start work 
Castile.” 

Arthur Edeson at 
brating his 36th 
cameraman. 

E. H. Collins, of the 20th-Fox home 
office, hospitalized with a brain 


planed to Mexico 
in “Captain from 


Warners cele- 
anniversary as a 


Maurie M. Lewin in from Chicago 
to hunt legit talent for a forth- 
coming play. 

Leo Forbstein resumed his chores 
at Warners after three weeks off the 
lot with illness. 

Steve Brooks returned from New 
York after publicity huddles with 
Howard Hughes. 

Michael Curtiz shifted in front of 
the lenses for a glamour story to be 
printed in Pic mag. 

Collier Young shifted from Metro 
to Warners as a member of the stu- 
dio executive staff. 

Syd Lehman left PRC’s Los An- 
| geles branch office to become veepee 
| of Exhibitors Service. 

Harry Brand and Gene Tierney in 
from New York after attending the 
“Razor’s Edge” preem. 

Edward Dmytryk checked 
RKO after making “So Well 
membered” in England. 

Bing Crosby up and around after 
three days in a Santa Monica hos- 
pital for minor surgery. 

Linda Darnell going to South 
America for six weeks when she 
completes “Forever Amber.” 

Jimmy Anderson laid up with 
burned hands, the result of a gas 
heater explosion in his home. 

Matt Shelvey in town for huddles 
with West Coast representatives of 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 

Richard Llewellyn in from Hol- 
land where he collected data for a 
screenplay on Vincent van Gogh, 
Dutch painter. 

Capt. Lloyd Morris, of the British 
‘Intelligence during the war, func- 
| tioning as technical adviser on “Moss 

Rose” at 20th-Fox. 

Albert Katz to San Francisco for 
| huddles with Latin-American con- 
| sular officials about the distribution 
/of Selznick’s “Duel in the Sun” down 
' there. 
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HE DOESN’T PICK HIS SPOTS 
HE DOESN’T PICK HiS PICTURES 
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And His ORCHESTRA 


Consistently 
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